
Understanding 

Educational Scholarship Account (ESA) 

Students who reside in the State of 

Mississippi 

Students who have an active 
Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) within three (3) years from the 
date of application. An “active IEP” 
is an [EP developed by a public- 
school district where the student 
was enrolled and received special 
education or related services 
outlined in the IEP. 

Parents Must Sign an Agreement to Abide by the Following Responsibilities: 

 



  

  

Once an application is submitted, the application and 
required documentation will be reviewed within 21 
business days to determine student eligibility. 
(Incomplete applications will not be processed, and 
parents will be notified on what is needed to 
complete the application.) Applications are time and 
date stamped upon receipt and reviewed and 
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis until 50% 

of the annual enrollment limits are reached. A 
random selection process will then be used to choose 
the recipients of the remaining ESAs. A mid-year 
lottery may be held in the event additional 

scholarships become available. 

Once a student is awarded an ESA, an award packet 
will be mailed to the parent/guardian requesting 
verification of student enrollment at an eligible 
school, requesting the parent/guardian to complete 
steps to set up an account to receive reimbursements, 

and requesting the submission of a pre-assessment. 
Upon receipt of information and final steps being 
completed, the student award will be finalized. The 

student will remain in the program, remain eligible, 
and will not be subject to a random selection process 
in subsequent years. 

  

  

What Does It Mean to Be Placed on A Waitlist? 

  

  

  

To ensure the award notification is received prior 
to the start of the school year, the best time to 
submit the application is from December through 
May. This will allow time to get all 
documentation submitted and verified. However, 
applications are accepted throughout the school 
year. 
      

  

The amount is calculated annually each spring and may 
vary based on the availability of funds. For the 2022 — 
2023 School year the maximum reimbursement is 

$6,779.00.   

  

    

  

Applications are available through your local 
public school and the Mississippi Department of 
Education website: www.mdek12.org/OSE/ESA 

Applications will only be accepted via United 
States Postal Service (USPS). Applications must 
be complete on submission with all necessary 
documents. Any incomplete submissions will not 
be processed. Applications will be accepted on a 
rolling basis. Once enrollment reaches 50%, the 
MDE will announce a deadline for the random 
selection of the remaining scholarships. 

  

  

 



iim} 

Tuition and or academ 

addition to Hen are a 

ucational r 

‘adem ic cour: sework 

a tutor - Document: oy ER 

, LL 
[ y¥ tne 

izible school- 
2 ‘ Pu Berpaery | Sy owable only if they directly im 

Fees in 

pact the 

be Devic’, that 

curriculum 

norm: poe ee é 

nts; A 

exams Or Sim: 

or un iversity 

-consuma nable 
Se] atylces @ and the rapies 

OnE 
4 AA eh eas 

1 software < and other 

ed and certified t 

certifi ‘fed ¢ ed Me icationa ale service f 

entia al a for t , Measur 

oals mith 1in he he 2 scope of 

5 State, 

a re not 

hhool and 

ical de Vv. ices. 

sed or 
or licensed 

emis aren) tl 
le cate ational  



a 

  

How Will I Receive the Funds? 

f ve 

Upon MDE’s final determination of the award, parents 

will be sent a letter requesting additional information that 

must be completed and submitted in order to finalize 

the student account for reimbursement of expenses. 

Funds will be paid quarterly to the parent or to an 

educational service provider if approved by _ the 

parent, on a reimbursement basis. The parent must 

submit a reimbursement request with proper documentation 

of itemized expenses incurred. Parents who pay fees in 

full at the beginning of the school will receive even 

distributions over the four quarters. No lump 

reimbursements are permissible. 

sum 

  

Tentative Reimbursement Dates for the 2022 — 2023 SY 

  

Quarter Request Due to MDE 

Office of Special Education 

Disbursement Date 

  

jst Due on or before August 31, 2022 September 20, 2022 
  

  

        
Qnd Due on or before November 30, 2022 December 23, 2022 

3rd Due on or before February 28, 2023 March 31, 2023 

4th Due on or before May 31, 2023 June 23, 2023 
  

  

Questions 

Additional information on the ESA Program can be found at 
www.mdek12.org/OSE/ESA or by calling the OSE at 601-359-3498. 

 


