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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

 

 

Maranda Joiner (Mental Health and Wellness) 
Succeed and Elevate   
Maranda Joiner is a former radio personality, brand consultant, author, and speaker who quit her job to help as 
many entrepreneurs as possible feel connected, seen, and heard. She is the CEO and co-founder of Succeed 
and Elevate, a nonprofit dedicated to helping small entrepreneurs manage their mental health. Her organization 
provides practical tools to manage burnout, stress, and anxiety. She has consulted hundreds of business owners 
on branding and marketing and conducts trainings, workshops, and seminars for organizations on leadership, 
team building, and burnout. She has been a guest on numerous podcasts and written articles supporting 
entrepreneurs so they can feel safe, seen, and supported on their way to success. She has also consulted and 
served as the brand manager for talent, placing them in a position to perform at Essence, on Comedy Central, 
and TruTV. She is the author of A Lot A Like, What Every Entrepreneur Should Know About Branding and 
Purpose. She hosted TEDx Jackson and currently serves on the MS Museum of Art's Community Advisory 
Council. She aims to help as many entrepreneurs, business owners, and creatives as possible realize their 
unique brand voice and change the world through their work. 

 

 

Dr. Tommie Mabry (Building Culture Through Content)  
Tommie Mabry Company  
Dr. Tommie Mabry is a renowned international speaker, nationally acclaimed educator, and published author of 
books like A Dark Journey to a Light Future: A Memoir. His story of the trials, success, and service has inspired 
millions around the world. News of Dr. Mabry’s achievements instantly went viral, breaking national headlines. 
Dr. Mabry has appeared on USA Today, PBS Network, FOX Soul and many more. Dr. Tommie Mabry grew up in 
one of Jackson, Mississippi’s roughest neighborhoods. Trouble followed him everywhere before and after fifth 
grade when he was arrested for breaking into the state fairgrounds. After that arrest, he was suspended or 
expelled from several schools due to his behavior. A judge once prophesized that in five years his attitude would 
either get him killed or incarcerated. Tommie grinned at the judge who did not know that the “monster” lurking 
within him was fueled by the prophecy. Things started to change for Tommie when he joined an AAU basketball 
league that traveled around the world. He was the first person in his family to graduate from high school when 
he crossed the stage at Bailey Magnet in 2007. Although he was shot in the foot after skipping school during his 
senior year, Tommie healed and received a full basketball scholarship to Missouri State University-West Plains. 
He later received a B.A. cum laude in Education from Tougaloo College and his M.A. in Child Development in 
2017. After his undergraduate studies, Tommie was hired as a teacher by the same Jackson Public School 
District that had suspended and expelled him many times during elementary and secondary education. Dr. 
Mabry’s story and achievements have enabled him to use his voice to inspire and impact millions as a renowned 
speaker. Dr. Mabry received his Doctorate Degree, an Executive Ph.D. from Jackson State University in 2020, 
where he majored in Urban Higher Education. He has written and published four books that target all age 
groups. He travels the world sharing his story to motivate and inspire others – and he lives by the motto, “I 
cannot walk in my future with my foot in my past." In 2022, Corwin honored Dr. Mabry with the New Voices 
Award for his book Perspective! The Secret to Student Motivation and Success.  

 

 

Shauna Waters (Closing) 
2024 Mississippi Teacher of the Year 
Shauna Waters has been a teacher since 2001. She has taught in Indiana University’s Intensive English 
program in the Comparative Cultures department of Aichi University in Toyohashi, Japan and is currently the 
dual-enrollment English Composition I instructor, AP English Literature and Composition teacher, senior English 
teacher, honors sophomore English teacher, Academic Team sponsor, Tech Champion, newspaper adviser, and 
National Honor Society adviser at West Lauderdale High School in Collinsville, Mississippi. She served as a 
Reader for the Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition national exam in 2010, 2011, and 2014 
- 2023. She traveled to Brazil as a fellow in the 2011-2012 cohort of the US State Department/IREX Teachers for 
Global Classrooms program, was a member of the 2013 National Endowment for the Humanities/Primary 
Source Summer Institute in Turkey on the history and legacy of the Ottoman Empire, and was a participant in 
the Folger Shakespeare Library’s 2015 Teaching Shakespeare Institute Summer Academy. In her rare spare 
time, she enjoys traveling, messing about with her camera or her collection of fountain pens, reading things not 
required for teaching, and spending time with the assorted cats and dogs who have adopted her. 
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WIFI NETWORK: msuguest       PASSWORD: Teach! 

SCHEDULE: WEDNESDAY, JULY 10  

7:30-8:30 a.m. 
 

Registration                                                                                                                                Grand Lobby 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Opening Remarks                                                                                           Historic Theater 
     Dr. Courtney Van Cleve, Executive Director, Mississippi Department of Education                                                                                             

9:00 - 9:45 a.m. 
 

Keynote Address                                                                                                                   Historic Theater 
   Mental Health and Wellness    
    Maranda Joiner, Succeed and Elevate                                                                                                                                        

Breakout Key 

 
 
 

Joyful School 
Communities 

Culture Building Through 
Content 

Mental Health and 
Wellness 

Teacher Leadership 
Opportunities 

Teacher Recruitment and 
Retention  Work Life Balance 

Breakout 1 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
 

Co-Teaching                                                                                                                                                   2A 
Kristi Higginbotham & Melanie Watkins- Mississippi Department of Education 

This training provides participants an opportunity to familiarize themselves with the six 
models of co-teaching. Participants will explore the roles and responsibilities of the 
general education and special education teacher using the High Leverage Practices 
(HLP) document. 
 

Target Audience: Veteran Teachers; Novice Teachers (0-3 years); Elementary Teachers;  
Secondary Teachers; Lead Teachers/Teacher Leaders 

Power of a Positive Classroom: Mindset and Relationships                                                                   2B 
Megan Hodge- Mississippi Department of Education 

In this training, participants will reflect on the role of the teacher in creating a positive 
classroom culture by identifying strategies for maintaining a positive mindset and building 
strong teacher-student relationships. 
 

Target Audience: Novice Teachers (0-3 years); Veteran Teachers; Elementary Teachers;  
Secondary Teachers 
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Making Math Memorable                                                                                                                               2C 
Marlena Nance & Rufus Hill- Mississippi Department of Education 

This session will provide teachers with fun, innovative ways to deliver memorable math 
lessons and empower them to think outside the box in their teaching method. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Early Childhood Trauma Informed Practices                                                                                              2D 
Adelaida Melendez- SPED Strategies 

In this professional learning session, participants will define trauma and explore its 
impact on early childhood learners. They will identify key elements of trauma-informed 
care, reflect on the importance of adult presence and self-care, and learn strategies to 
support early childhood learners and their families within a trauma-informed care 
framework. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees                                         

Strategies for Keeping Early Career Educators Engaged and Thriving 
Candace McClendon- Mississippi Association of New Teachers 

Feeling the urge to hit the eject button? Let’s talk about turning that quit into grit. 
We're tackling the real stuff—mentorships that matter, PD that pops, and how to build 
your tribe. We address early career educator challenges with realistic strategies and 
solutions that empower you to thrive. 
 

Target Audience: Novice Teachers (0-3 years); Elementary Teachers; Secondary Teachers 

Strengthening Teacher Communities with The Marigold Effect                                                               3C 
Kandra Wilkins- Mississippi Department of Education 

In the challenging and dynamic environment of education, having a supportive network 
of colleagues can make all the difference. This session is designed to help educators 
identify and nurture relationships with positive, supportive peers called "marigolds." 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Designing and Delivering Explicit Instruction                                                                                            3D 
Christy Hunt- Mississippi Department of Education 

In this session, participants will analyze effective teaching elements that, when 
implemented appropriately, can provide appropriate amounts of clarity, guidance, and 
support to students who would have difficulty learning without them.    

 
Target Audience: Novice Teachers (0-3 years) 

Enhancing Science Classrooms: Gale Interactive Resources                                                               4B 
Cynda Wood - Gale  

Discover the power of Gale's interactive science resources, designed to support 
instruction and supplement science curriculum. Aimed at secondary science teachers, 
this session unlocks a wealth of tools and best practices to elevate resources available 
from the MS DOE. Don't miss this opportunity to engage students in dynamic scientific 
exploration.   

 

Target Audience: Novice Teachers (0-3 years); Veteran Teachers; Secondary Teachers; 
Lead Teachers/Teacher Leaders 
 

3B 
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Lunch 
11:00 – 12:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                    

Lunch and Learn                                                                                                                       Exhibit Hall                                                                                                                                         

Breakout 2 
12:15 – 1:15 p.m. 
Building a School with PRIDE                                                                                                                      2A 

Kristen Fondren & Alexus Bush-Logan- Belle-Shivers Middle School 
This presentation will focus on building and sustaining a culture of PRIDE within the 
school building. Attendees will leave with techniques that they can utilize within their 
classrooms or building to grow a positive environment. These techniques will also 
lead to better teacher-student relationships.  

 

Target Audience: Novice Teachers (0-3 years); Lead Teachers/Teacher Leaders; Veteran Teachers  
Behavior Strategies for THAT Student                                                                                                         2B 

Melanie Wells- Rankin County School District 
How do you motivate THAT student? Do you need help motivating students who are 
unmotivated and apathetic? Join this session to learn behavior strategies focused on the 
whole child and their social, emotional, and behavioral needs. Leave with strategies you 
can implement immediately. Hakuna Matata – it means no worries. 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 
Personality Inventories: Beyond the Meme: Building More Positive Teams                                           2C 

Anita Wansley, Zachari Ruff & Linda Weir- Lauderdale County School District 
This workshop will explore several personality inventory tools such as 16 personalities, 
Strength finders, Working genius, and the Enneagram.  Attendees will explore tools to 
discover their strengths and how to put those to effective use, as well as learn about 
others’ strengths, weaknesses, and motivations in order to resolve conflict, communicate 
better, and build stronger teams.  

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

MSCUP Pilot Program and Smarttrack Surveys                                                                                         2D 
Lance Harden & Shelby Ford- Mississippi Public Health Institute 

Presentation is about the MSCUP pilot project for Fentanyl prevention programs in 
schools and the use of Smarttrack for data surveys of use in the community.  
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 
 

Growing Readers- Using School-Wide Focus Texts and Common Literacy Links                                3B 
Ashlee Martin & Stephen Cooper- Booneville School District & Heartbeat Education Group 

In recent years, students seem to be losing retention of core educational concepts from 
year to year. We have successfully created and implemented strategies to help building a 
commonality between grades in a school-wide literacy plan. Teachers and Administrators 
will leave with engaging ideas and a practical implementation strategy to unite their 
school’s students in a love of literacy. We will present common graphic organizers, 
suggested focus texts, and more! This is not a sit and get workshop, it’s a hands-on 
exploration of proven practices that will produce leaps in literacy skill retention.   

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 
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Mental Health Matters: The ABCs of Implementing Emotional Intelligence in Your 
Classroom  

Clayton Barksdale- West Mississippi Education Consortium 
Educators should attend the conference on "Mental Health Matters: The ABCs of 
Implementing Emotional Intelligence in Your Classroom" to gain invaluable insights 
and strategies for enhancing their emotional intelligence. The conference offers 
practical lessons focused on mental health components, equipping educators to create 
a supportive and empathetic classroom environment.  

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

            3C                              

Access For All 
Stacy Davis- Mississippi Department of Education 

Participants will examine the 4 types of adaptations, 6 deficit areas, and determine 
appropriate adaptations for specific student scenarios based on information in the 
Access for All Guide. 

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

  

    3D 

Culturally Responsive Practices in PreK-12 Education 
Elina Dyo- Mississippi Valley State University 

Explore culturally responsive strategies that enhance PreK-12 education through this 
presentation. Discover how to create inclusive classrooms with practical, actionable 
strategies drawn from research and case studies, ensuring every student feels valued 
and empowered. Perfect for educators seeking to foster respect and understanding 
across diverse student backgrounds. 

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

 4B 

Breakout 3 

1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

The Power of Interdisciplinary Teams                                                                                                       4B                                        
Jordan German & Jake Kealhofer- Mississippi Public Broadcasting 

Interdisciplinary teams are a great way to build strong, lasting relationships with other 
teachers and help facilitate learning by students by approaching topics through a wide 
variety of diverse perspectives. Learn from the MPB team as they bring expertise from 
their varying disciplines.  
 

        Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Inspiring Students using Growth Mindset Strategies                                                                              2B 
Bridgette Davis- The University of Southern Mississippi 
Tania Hanna- Mississippi State University 

Join Drs. Davis and Hanna to learn how Growth Mindset strategies can transform your 
classroom culture. This session offers practical methods to inspire students, foster 
resilience, encourage empathy, and create a supportive and inclusive environment. 
Enhance your teaching and student engagement through these effective approaches. 

 

         Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 
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Building Classroom Culture Through Historical Debate and Decision Making:  
Engaging Activities for Social Studies Classrooms                                                                                                                               

Matthew Blackwell & Alisha Milam- Mississippi State University- Meridian Division 
of Education 

This proposal includes practical uses of Robert Stahl’s research related to values- 
based decision making by providing examples of student activities, especially those 
related to cooperative learning and historical decision making. These activities can be 
utilized to increase student engagement, interest in the social studies curriculum, and 
as an effective instructional tool for both new and experienced teachers. 
 

Target Audience: Novice Teachers (0-3 years); Secondary Teachers; Veteran Teachers       

Free Resources for Your Classroom (Pre-K to 12th Grade) from MAGNOLIA                                       2D 
Kristen Hillman- Mississippi Library Commission 

The MS State Legislature provides over $1.3 million a year for MAGNOLIA Library 
Resources, a collection of databases and learning tools that can help your students 
succeed at home and at school. Learn what is new with MAGNOLIA, for veterans, and 
see what tips and tricks you can use for safe, ad-free researching with MAGNOLIA.  
www.magnolia.lib.ms.us. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees  

Empowering Educators: Inspiring AI Integration in the Classroom with the 
Mississippi Artificial Intelligence Network (MAIN) 

Kollin Napier- Mississippi Artificial Intelligence Network (MAIN) &  
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College (MGCCC) 

Discover how the Mississippi Artificial Intelligence Network (MAIN) provides AI 
leadership, education, and training statewide. Learn strategies to integrate AI into K-12 
classrooms, gain insights, explore innovative tools, and access free courses designed 
to inspire and empower educators. Elevate your teaching with MAIN's AI resources and 
support. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

PERS 101                                                                                                                                                      3C 
Fazenda Young- Public Employees' Retirement System (PERS) 

Join us for PERS 101 where PERS staff will provide comprehensive information about 
your retirement benefits, available benefit options, and information on the retirement 
process. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 
 

But I'm Not a Math Person...                                                                                                                       3D 
Kanequa Willis & Rufus Hill- Mississippi Department of Education 

In a world full of math, many proclaim to not be “math people". This session will look at 
how math is embedded in every aspect of our daily lives. Teachers will walk away with 
realistic strategies to address math in across subjects like science, history, English, 
and the arts. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

3B 

2C 
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The Cognitive Biases Blocking Your Happiest and Most Effective Teaching                                         4B                                        
Kevin Parkinson- Alliance for Decision Education 

Our brains use shortcuts when forming judgments and making decisions. In general, 
these are helpful, as they decrease our mental load, usually without us even realizing it. 
However, they often result in errors and can make us less happy. This session addresses 
how to recognize and resist cognitive biases. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

 

Breakout 4 
2:45 – 3:45 p.m. 
Establishing Equity & Inclusion in Educational Practices                                                                        2A                                        

Erin Hendricks- Mississippi Department of Education & University of Mississippi 
In this session participants will discuss the ways to create a culture of equity and 
inclusion within their classrooms, and within their school. 
 

Target Audience: Novice Teachers (0-3 years); Elementary Teachers; Secondary Teachers 

UDL and the Reluctant Learner: Strategies for Creating Expert Learners                                              2B                                       
Shana Middleton & Paige Davis- REACH MS 

Discover how Universal Design for Learning can be the key to unlocking the potential of 
reluctant learners, guiding them towards becoming expert learners who are adaptive, 
motivated, and strategic. This session offers a lifeline to educators seeking effective, 
manageable strategies to inspire and engage all students, even in the face of 
resistance. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Understanding Autism in the Inclusive Classroom                                                                                   2C 
Denise Harrison - Mississippi Department of Education 

The focus of this session is to enable participants to identify the characteristics of 
Autism and to provide strategies to help students succeed in the inclusive classroom. 
Participants will describe the characteristics of students with Autism, and participants 
will be able to describe strategies to help students with Autism to succeed in the school 
environment. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Teaching with Phenomena                                                                                                                           2D 
Kevin Gaylor - Mississippi Department of Education 

This session is designed to help science educators identify and select various types of 
natural or man-made phenomena to anchor science teaching and learning. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 



 

9 

Now You're Speaking My Language                                                                                                           3B 
Daniel Truelove Jr., Trueloves Way, LLC 

This session will help develop effective communication skills to become a more 
ConnectED school. Relationships are the thermostat that controls a school’s climate and 
culture. This session will help with self-awareness, motivation, and fulfillment so that 
you’re able to bring the best version of yourself to school every day. 

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Leadership Unlocked: Exploring Opportunities for Teacher Leadership within Your School!             3C  
Braxton Stowe & Douglas Davis- University of Mississippi 

Discover the vital role of teacher leaders in shaping school reform and improvement. 
This session dives into the conceptual framework of teacher leadership, exploring what 
makes a school culture ripe for successful teacher leadership opportunities. Participants 
will reflect on their leadership style and carve out a path to embrace exciting teacher 
leadership opportunities within their school. 

 
 

Target Audience: Secondary Teachers; Elementary Teachers; Veteran Teachers; Novice 
Teachers (0-3 years) 

From Surviving to Thriving: Pushing for Proficiency                                                                                                                    
Rufus Hill & Kanequa Willis- Mississippi Department of Education 

The session will present strategies for engagement, discourse, and 
authentic learning experiences that shift instruction from mundane to marvelous! The 
goal is to equip teachers with fun and innovative approaches to engaging students and 
pushing them to their maximum potential. 

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

 

Help Your Students Make Better Decisions: Introducing the Most Important 21st   
Century Skill to be Taught in Every School                                                                                                 

Kevin Parkinson- Alliance for Decision Education 
Students’ life outcomes are the result of chance and their decision quality. We can’t 
control chance, but we can teach students to make better decisions. This session will 
introduce decision science, a field developed over 60 years to improve decisions 
through learning and practice. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 
 

Closing     

4:00 – 4:30 p.m.                                                                                                                       Historic Theater 

 
  

3D 

2D 
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SCHEDULE: THURSDAY, JULY 11  
7:30 - 8:15 a.m. 
Registration                                                                                                                                      Grand Lobby  
8:30 - 9:15 a.m. 
Keynote Address                                                                                                                           Historic Theater 

   Building Culture Through Content    
    Dr. Tommie Mabry, Founder of Tommie Mabry Company                                                                                                                                        

Breakout 5 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Culturally Relevant and Responsive Arts Integration across Content Areas                                         2A 
Qjana Cutts Givens- Mississippi State University 

Participants will explore culturally relevant and responsive arts integration (CRRAI) and 
understand culture and arts as foundational aspects of teaching within and across 
content areas. Participants will embrace creative and critical thinking to develop CRRAI 
lesson plans that meet curriculum and assessment standards and center students’ 
communities. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Working Through Conflict and Forgiveness in Our Lives                                                   
Richard Balkin- The University of Mississippi 

Issues of conflict and forgiveness impact our relationships. How we 
recognize and work through conflict may impact well-being and life-satisfaction. In this 
presentation we will introduce essential components to understanding forgiveness and 
how conflicts may be addressed, and perhaps alleviated or at least worked through.  
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

 Practical Strategies for STEM Opportunities                                                                            
Michelle Stubbs- Mississippi State University- Meridian 
Dunnam Shirley- Southeast Lauderdale Middle School 

Creating a culture where students are engaged and focused on finding real world 
solutions is a goal of classroom teachers in today’s STEM driven society.  This session 
will build teacher capacity by demonstrating practical strategies that will incorporate 
STEM opportunities in classroom instruction. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Lions. Tigers, and Bears, Oh My!                                                                                                                2D 
Noel Cochran- William Carey University 

Through a humorous blend of wit and wisdom, participants will explore the journey of 
when and how personalities are made or altered. Participants will have the opportunity 
to integrate this knowledge into a strategy for conflict resolution and cooperative 
decision making that will tame the most savage beast. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 
 

2C 

 2B 
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A Light that Cannot Be Hidden: It Is Your Time to Lead and Inspire.                                                      3B 
Daaiyah Heard- Mississippi Department of Education 

This presentation empowers you to step out of the shadows and into the spotlight by 
encouraging you to submit national conference proposals, lead transformative 
workshops, and publish groundbreaking articles. By sharing your unique insights and 
experiences, you can ignite change, inspire your peers, and start an educational 
revolution. We need your voice; we need you. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

2024 Legislative Session: Your Voices Brought Big Wins!                                                                      3C 
Nancy Loome & Vandria Dampier- The Parents' Campaign 

The 2024 Legislative Session was a win for public schools! Learn about changes that 
could mean more funding for your schools, a new benefit for retired educators, the 
future of teacher pay, and how your voice can ensure a brighter future for Mississippi 
students and teachers.  
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Education Policy: Let Your Voice be Heard                                                                                                3D 
Kelly Riley- Mississippi Professional Educators 

This session will share the importance of educators’ advocacy efforts with state 
policymakers and present simple steps educators may take to become more engaged in 
education policy. The session will share resources to support educators’ advocacy 
efforts, as well as highlight significant legislation passed during the 2024 Legislative 
Session. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Visual Literacy: Using Art and Culture to Support English Learners                                                    4B 
Sandra Elliott- Mississippi Department of Education 

Participants will explore methods for leading group discussions by using cultural works 
of art to connect with English learners.  Presenters will use thematic connections in 
visual works of art and oral language strategies to provide participants with methods for 
creating language connections to build oral language fluency and writing skills.  

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

 

Breakout 6 

10:45 – 11:45 a.m. 

School-Based Student Support: A Collaborative Approach To Encouraging 
Student Mental Wellness                                               

Erica Montgomery, Cameron Douglas & Cheneir Washington- University of 
Mississippi – Counselor Education 

Mental health and wellness is a growing concern for school children of all ages. Join us 
as we discuss the details of a school based mental health curriculum designed to 
empower students and staff to address these concerns collaboratively. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

2A 
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Cultivating Belonging - JPS Keys to Teacher Retention                                                                          2B 
Tommy Nalls & Janet Wallace- Jackson Public School District 

Discover how to enhance teacher retention through aligning recruitment with mission 
statements, fostering belonging during onboarding, and implementing effective 
mentorship. Participants will learn actionable strategies for integrating organizational 
goals into recruitment practices, creating inclusive onboarding experiences, and 
establishing mentorship programs for sustained support. Attendees will leave equipped 
to revitalize their institutions with cohesive teams and empowered educators. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Empowering Literacy: Mastering Syllabication and the Schwa Sound in the Classroom                     2C 
Karie Tonore- William Carey University 

Join us for an engaging and interactive session designed specifically for K-6 teachers 
on the crucial topics of syllabication and the schwa sound. This workshop will provide 
you with the tools and techniques needed to effectively teach these concepts to your 
students, ensuring they develop strong foundational literacy skills. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Tax-deferred Retirement Saving                                                                                                   
LaTaura Wilson- MS Government Employees’ Deferred Compensation Plan & Trust 

 
 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

Modeling the Way - Who Makes the School Joyful?                                                                                        
Dennis Bunch & Angus Mungal- The University of Mississippi 

This session provides insights for teachers aiding in developing a 
positive school culture. Kouzes and Posner’s Five Pillars of Leadership provide a 
framework to conceptualize the Elevate conference’s six focus areas. We illustrate 
connections between the focus areas tying content to the practice of teachers and 
school leaders. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 
 
PERS 101                                                                                                                                                      3C 

Cheyann Washington- Public Employees' Retirement System (PERS) 
Join us for PERS 101 where PERS staff will provide comprehensive information about 
your retirement benefits, available benefit options, and information on the retirement 
process. 
 

Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 
 

3B 

2D 
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Representing Math Problems with Pictures, Tables, and Actions                                                           3D 
Ayana Hudson & Audarshia Flagg - Catapult Learning 

A step of problem solving commonly skipped is the representation of problems. 
Reformulating a problem as a picture, table, or actions can clarify the problem itself and 
lead to better strategizing. We’ll also explore opportunities for increasing learner voice 
so students can take ownership of their learning.     

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

What's Knowledge Got To Do With It?                                                                                                        4B 
Jill Hoda & Kelli Crain- Mississippi Department of Education 

Understanding The Acquisition of Reading; Debunking The Comprehension Myth; 
Revealing The Comprehension Truth; Determining The Critical Role of Knowledge; 
Internalizing Instructional Implications of Knowledge; Building Background Knowledge; 
Utilizing Knowledge Building Curriculum.   

 
Target Audience: All Conference Attendees 

 

Closing     

    12:00 - 12:30 p.m.                                                                                                   

Closing Keynote Address                                                                                                   Historic Theater 
         Shauna Waters, 2024 MS Teacher of the Year                                                                                                                                       

    12:30 – 1:30 p.m.                                                                                                     CEU Credit Processing 
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MSU Riley Center Map 
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MY AGENDA AT A GLANCE 
Write in your session choices from the previous pages to use as a quick reference. 

TIME SESSION TITLE LOCATION SESSION CODE 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10 

Welcome 
8:45-9:00 

   
Keynote 
9:00-9:45 

   
Breakout 1  
10:00-11:00 

   
Lunch and Learn 
11:00-12:00 

   
Breakout 2 
12:15- 1:15 

   
Breakout 3 
1:30- 2:30 

   
Breakout 4 
2:45-3:45 

   
Closing 
4:00- 4:30 

   
THURSDAY, JULY 11 

Keynote 
8:30-9:15  

   
Breakout 5 
9:30-10:30 

   
Breakout 6 
10:45-11:45 

   
Closing Keynote 
12:00-12:30    

 
*Session codes will be given at the end of each session and MUST be recorded on the conference survey to receive credit.* 
 

CEU INSTRUCTIONS 
• All participants are responsible for recording and tracking all session codes given throughout the conference. 

Codes will be provided at the end of each session. Participants may earn up to 1.2 CEUs. 
• All registered participants will receive a link to the conference survey at the conclusion of the conference. Session 

codes should be submitted through the conference survey. Credits will not be issued without completion of the 
conference survey.  

• CEU certificates will be emailed to participants. Please allow a minimum of two weeks after the conference for 
processing. Once CEU certificates are received, participants are responsible for entering earned credits into the 
MECCA system through the MDE. 

• For questions regarding CEUs contact Dr. Christine Moseley, cmoseley@gceic.org at (601) 528-5342.  

OFFICE OF TEACHING AND LEADING STAFF 
Dr. Cory Murphy 

Associate State Superintendent 
teachersupport@mdek12.org 

Dr. Courtney Van Cleve 
Executive Director  

Office of Educator Continuum 
cvancleve@mdek12.org 

Tamika Lipsey 
State Director  

Educator Licensure 
teachersupport@mdek12.org 

Dr. Debra Burson 
State Director 

 Educator Preparation 
dburson@mdek12.org 

Dr. Deborah Stoulig 
Office Director 

Program Review Preparation 
dstoulig@mdek12.org 

Brystal Ransom 
Educator Workforce Specialist Supervisor 

bransom@mdek12.org 

Vergenia Coleman 
Contracts and Grants  

vcoleman@mdek12.org 

Quintana Steen 
Educator Effectiveness Coordinator 

qsteen@mdek12.org 

Alexandrea Brumfield 
Coordinator of Innovation and Engagement 

abrumfield@mdek12.org 

Sandra Hilliard 
Coordinator of Special Recognition 

Programs and Training Logistics 
shilliard@mdek12.org 

Alexis Reed 
Educator Workforce Specialist 

alreed@mdek12.org 

Michelle Matthews 
Educator Workforce Specialist 

dmatthews@mdek12.org 

Latericka Shumpert 
Educator Workforce Specialist 

lshumpert@mdek12.org 

mailto:cmoseley@gceic.org
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