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Waiver for the National School Lunch Program Verification
Reporting and Recordkeeping Requirements

1. State agency submitting waiver request and responsible State agency staff contact
information:

Mississippi Department of Education
500 Greymont Avenue, Suite F
Jackson, MS 39202
Scott Clements, Director
Office of Child Nutrition
sclements@mdek12.org
601-576-5000




2. Region:
Southeast Region

3. Eligible service providers participating in waiver and affirmation that they are in good
standing:

Any Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) approved Program
operator who meets all the following requirements:

¢ In good standing; and

e Approved by MDE to operate a Child Nutrition Program

4. Description of the challenge the State agency is seeking to solve, the goal of the waiver
to improve services under the Program, and the expected outcomes if the waiver is
granted. [Section 12(1)(2)(A)(iii) and 12(1)(2)(A)(iv) of the NSLA]:

As Program operators continue to respond to and recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, it is
important to reduce administrative burden possible. Program operators are continuing to face
extensive supply chain and staffing challenges as they work to transition back to normal
operations. Our State Agency desires to provide administrative and operational flexibility,

where possible, while maintaining program integrity in providing nutritious meals during
COVID-19 response.

MDE is planning to provide extensive technical assistance and training in the coming months
on several regulatory and operational aspects of the meal programs. A relief of these

regulatory requirements will help the State Agency to better meet the needs of our Program
operators.

Challenges Without the Waiver

e Program operators continue to face uncertainty in how to best streamline operations while
continuing to respond to pandemic related challenges, especially supply chain disruptions
and staffing shortages. Without these waivers, Program operators will spend an
extraordinary amount of time completing activities related to regulatory burden rather
than focusing on properly servicing students and children.

e Decreased Program participation as the public health emergency continues and COVID-
19 cases continue to cycle through areas of the state as new variants arise.

e Food insecurity will continue to be an issue for students and children as the price of

consumer goods has increased and families will have to make difficult decisions on how
to utilize their financial resources.

Goal of Waiver to Improve Services

e The goal is to decrease administrative pressures for Program operators for this next
transitional year. Program operators are working to transition back to normal operations,
but the supply chain and labor shortages continue to plague their efforts. These waivers
will allow for additional flexibility when needed during this next school year.

e By relieving administrative pressure, Program operators can focus on communicating
changes to families, training staff to accept and approve meal applications, and navigate
the ongoing COVID-19 related challenges.


















