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Major Disaster Declaration (MDD)

A major disaster declaration provides a full range of long‐term
Federal assistance programs for Individual Assistance to
individuals and families who have sustained losses due to
disasters, and/or Public Assistance which can fund the repair,
restoration, reconstruction or replacement of a public facility or
infrastructure damaged or destroyed by a disaster.
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Situation of Distress
As outlined in 7 CFR 250.70, FNS uses the term “situation of
distress” when a natural catastrophe or other situation has not
been declared a disaster or emergency by the President, but, in
the judgment of the Distributing Agency or FNS, warrants the use
of USDA Foods.
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Can be anything that interrupts or interferes with normal program 
operations. Does not rise to the level of a MDD being issued



Examples: Situations of Distress

Tornado, storm, flood, high water, 
wind‐driven water, tidal wave, tsunami, 
earthquake, volcanic eruption, landslide, 
mudslide, snowstorm, drought, fire,           
explosion,   or other natural catastrophe not 
declared by the President to be a disaster,        
but which, in the judgment of the Distributing 
Agency, warrants the use of USDA Foods for 
congregate feeding.
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Comparison
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Major Disaster / Emergency 
Declaration Situations of Distress 

Requires a Presidential declaration that 
indicates Federal assistance is warranted. No Presidential declaration is required.

Guaranteed replacement of USDA Foods by 
FNS*

Replacement of USDA Foods by FNS HQs to 
the extent that funds for replacement are 

available*

Distributing Agency has the authority to 
release USDA Foods for congregate 

feeding for as long as they are needed. *

Distributing Agency has the authority to 
release USDA Foods for congregate 

feeding, but only if the situation is a natural 
event, and only for up to 30 days.* If not a 
natural event, FNS HQs must approve and 

determine duration of assistance.*

The Distributing Agency must always 
obtain approval from FNS HQs via the FNS 

RO before a USDA Foods Disaster 
Household Distribution Program is 

implemented.

The Distributing Agency must always 
obtain approval from FNS HQs via the FNS 

RO before a USDA Foods Disaster 
Household Distribution Program is 

implemented

* Replacement may be made by crediting USDA Foods program entitlement, reimbursing the 
State Distributing Agency or providing “in‐kind” replacement USDA Foods



Agreements

 Does your district already have agreements with 
providers?

 Red Cross, Salvation Army, Other Non-Profit Providers

 Have a plan – work with your district administration.    
Get a seat at the table!

 Contact OCN before committing use of USDA Foods
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USDA RESOURCES
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