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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 
the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 
workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 
accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 
compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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Every 
Child Has 
Access

to a High-
Quality Early 

Childhood 
Program 
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All 
Students 
Proficient 

and Showing 
Growth in All 

Assessed
Areas 

1

Every 
School Has 

Effective 
Teachers and 

Leaders 
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Every 

Student 
Graduates
from High 

School and 
is Ready for 
College and 

Career 
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Every
School and 
District is 

Rated “C” or 
Higher 

6
Every 

Community 
Effectively 

Uses a 
World-Class 
Data System 
to Improve 

Student 
Outcomes 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS



CEP
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• The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) provides an opportunity for 
schools and local educational agencies (LEAs) in high poverty areas to 
provide free breakfast and lunch to all students without the burden of 
collecting and processing school meal applications for free and reduced -
price meals.

• Schools that have adopted CEP are reimbursed using a formula based on 
the percentage of students participating.



Improvements To Cn Program

1. Ease administrative burden i.e. no meal applications 

2. Increase participation

3. Improve efficiency i.e. lunch line moves faster

4. Eliminating stigma children are no longer identified as low-
income in the lunch line
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Eligibility Requirements

• Ensure that at least 40 percent of enrolled students are 
identified students

• Participate in both the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) 
and School Breakfast Program (SBP)

• Serve lunches and breakfasts, at no charge, to all students
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Eligibility Requirements
• Interested LEAs Local Education Agency must provide State 

Agencies (SA) identified student and enrollment data reflective 
of April 1st of the prior year to participate in CEP

• Identified students are the number of students approved as 
eligible for free meals and are not subject to verification
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CEP
• An eligible LEA may elect CEP on behalf of a single school, a 

group of schools, or all schools in the school district.

• Must cover with non-Federal funds any costs of providing 
meals to students that exceed the Federal reimbursement.
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CEP
• The claiming percentages established using the ISP in the first 

year is valid for a period of four school years. 

• If the ISP increases during the 4-year cycle, a new cycle can 
be started using the new ISP.
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Calculating The ISP

• To determine the ISP, LEAs and schools divide the number of 
identified students as of April 1 by the number of enrolled 
students as of April 1, and then multiply by 100

• The ISP multiplied by 1.6 equals the percentage of meals that 
can be claimed at the free rate 
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CEP
• Meals are reimbursed at the free and paid rate.

• Interested schools and districts must notify their State 
agency by June 30th of intent to participate. Submit data 
representative of April 1.

• Documentation is submitted to State agency indicating 
eligibility.
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Documentation

• Prior to authorizing an LEA’s participation in CEP for an 
individual school, group of schools , or the entire LEA, the 
State Agency must review documentation submitted by the 
LEA. 
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Role In Other Authorizations
• Upon State Agency confirmation, participating LEA’s as of 

April 1 in year four of their 4-year cycle may immediately 
begin another 4-year CEP cycle.

• Grace Year an LEA or school in the fourth year of CEP with 
an ISP of less than 40 percent but at least 30 percent as of 
April 1 may continue participating in CEP for one grace year 
(i.e., a fifth year).
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Grace Year
• Grace year is based on the ISP as of April 1 in Year 4 of the 

current four-year cycle.

• For example, the claiming percentages for participating 
schools in a grace year would be calculated as follows:
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 Year 4 ISP as of April 1, 2019: 35% 
 ISP × 1.6 multiplier (35% × 1.6): 56% 
 Free claiming percentage: 56% 
 Paid claiming percentage: 44%



Restore Standard Meal Counting
• An LEA may elect to stop participating in CEP and restore a 

school, group of schools, or the entire LEA to standard  meal 
procedures at any time if standard procedures better suit their 
program needs.
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Counting And Claiming Meals
• Point of Service Consistent with standard regulatory 

requirements, any institution participating in the Federal 
School Meal Programs is required to take an accurate count 
of reimbursable meals served to students at each meal 
service.
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Counting And Claiming
• Edit Checks Participation in CEP does not change the 

requirement to conduct edit checks. Similar to non-CEP 
schools when an edit check is exceeded, school must 
provide documentation to demonstrate why or corrective 
action may be required.
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Transfer and Visiting Students

• According to 7 CFR 245.9(l), if a student transfers from a CEP 
to a non-Provision school within the same LEA, the new 
school must provide meals at no cost to the student for up to 
10 operating days or until an eligibility determination is made, 
whichever comes first.
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Transfer and Visiting Students

• For transfers within and between LEAs, State agencies have 
discretion to allow LEAs to provide meals at no cost for up to 
30 operating days or until a new eligibility
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Transfer and Visiting Students
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Within an LEA Between LEAs

Provision School  
Standard Counting and 
Claiming School

Children transferring from a 
Provision school must receive 
meals at no cost for up to 10 
days or until a new eligibility 
determination is made, whichever 
comes first. Effective SY 2016-
17, State agencies may permit 
children transferring from 
Provision schools to receive 
meals at no cost for up to 30 
days. Meals served under these 
circumstances may be claimed at 
the Federal free rate.

Effective SY 2016-17, schools 
are encouraged to provide meals 
at no cost to children transferring 
from Provision schools for up to 
10 days. Effective July 1, 2019 
(SY 2019-20) schools must 
provide children transferring from 
Provision schools' meals at no 
cost for up to 10 operating days 
or until a new eligibility 
determination is made, whichever 
comes first. State agencies may 
permit transfer students to 
receive meals at no cost for up to 
30 days. Meals served under 
these circumstances may be 
claimed at the Federal free rate.



Establishing Identified Student Percentage (ISP)
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Maximizing your ISP
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Administrative Review

• If a State agency finds errors in the ISP, the State agency 
must determine the actual ISP (based on identified student 
data from April 1 of the year prior to the start of the current 
CEP cycle), then apply the correct claiming percentage 
retroactively to all claims submitted in the school year during 
which the Administrative Review takes place. The corrected 
ISP would be used for the remainder of the four-year cycle.
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Verification

• No. Because applications are not collected, LEAs are exempt 
from verification for the schools electing CEP. LEAs with 
some, but not all schools electing CEP must conduct 
verification in schools operating standard counting and 
claiming.
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CEP data reported on the FNS-742
o Report in Sections 1 and 2 of the FNS-742 for all schools, as 

applicable. 

o If all schools in the LEA are participating in CEP, check box 3-
1 and report “0’s” for the remaining Sections of the FNS-742. 

o If only some schools in the LEA are participating in CEP, 
report as follows:
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CEP data reported on the FNS-742
 Report SNAP-only direct certification data for the schools 

NOT participating in CEP in Section 3-2: “Students directly 
certified through SNAP on the FNS-742.”

 Report the remaining fields of Section 3 and all other Sections 
of the FNS742 for schools not participating in CEP or 
Provision 2 and 3 in non-base as applicable.
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Direct Certification Data
• Under 245.6(b)(1)(v), LEAs electing CEP are required to 

conduct a data match between SNAP records and student 

enrollment records at least once annually.
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Notification and Publication Requirements
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April 1
Date on which the Identified Student percentage must be 

established for determining eligibility and the claiming 
percentages to be used

April 15
State agencies must notify local educational agencies 

(LEAs) of district-wide eligibility status and provide 
guidance and information to LEAs interested in CEP.

May 1
State agencies must post the LEA district-wide and school-
level lists on their website and send a link to the Food and 

Nutrition Service (FNS).

June 30 Interested and eligible LEAs must notify their State agency 
of their intent to participate under CEP.



Protocol for informing the public about CEP
• LEAs electing CEP should use their usual channels of 

communication (i.e., the required public announcement 
included at 7 CFR 245.5) to notify the public school meals will 
be available at no cost to all enrolled students.
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Provision II
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Provision II
Provision 2 is a universal meal service model (i.e., students are 
not charged for meals) that reduces application burden and 
simplifies meal counting and claiming procedures. Under 
Provision 2, schools establish claiming percentages during a 
“base year” and serve all meals at no charge for a four-year 
period. During the first year (the “base year”) the school makes 
eligibility determinations using applications, and takes meal 
counts by type (free, reduced price, and paid).
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PROVISION 2
• Year 1 – Base Year
• Conduct a cost analysis
Make eligibility determinations using applications, DC

matching etc.
Offer meals to students at no cost.
Submit claim for reimbursement in all three eligibility

categories free, reduced & paid meals monthly during the base
year.
Actual percentages are developed each month of the base

year.
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PROVISION 2 cont’d…
• Years 2-4

Must not make any eligibility determinations

Offer meals to students at no cost

Submit claim for reimbursement of total meals fed to students

Reimbursement calculated from base year developed 
percentages based on participation
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PROVISION 2 cont’d…
• Year 5

Request a 4-year extension

Re-establish base year by making new application 
determinations

Return to pricing program
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PROVISION 2 cont’d…

• Other considerations

May provide Breakfast only, Lunch only,  or combination of 
both Breakfast & Lunch to students at no cost

Issue benefits in accordance with Eligibility Manual

Verify applications in first year only

35



PROVISION 2 cont’d…

Conduct DC matching at least once annually

What is current participation rate of free approved students?

What is prior years “plate” cost?

What if participation decreases ?
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Certification Pro II base Year Data

• SA conduct a review of base year certification and benefit 
issuance documentation for any school food authority 
requesting approval to participate in the National School 
Lunch Program (NSLP) or School Breakfast Program (SBP) 
using Special Provisions 2.
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Public Notification ~ Provision II
• When your school is implementing Provision 2, you must 

notify the media and distribute:

 A letter to parents/guardians about the availability of school 
meals at no charge under the NSLP and, if applicable, the 
SBP.

• The school food authority may use the non-pricing public 
release, which indicates that the school will not be charging  
any child, regardless of eligibility category, for meals.
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Non- Discrimination Statement
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Full Statement:
https://mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/ocn/usda-nondiscrimination-
statement.pdf

https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/ocn/usda-nondiscrimination-statement.pdf


Rodney Miller
NSLP Program Specialist
rmiller@mdek12.org
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QUESTIONS !!!!!!
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