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• Overview of the ACT 

• Alignment with Board Goals and Post-Secondary 

Requirements

• Junior Class ACT results for 2014-15

• State and District Strategies for Improvement 

Discussion Topics



• Curriculum based assessment designed to measure the skills 
high school teachers teach and what instructors of entry-level 
college courses expect

• Designed as a predictive measure, not as a content performance 
measure

• College admissions and placement test 

• Over 1.8 million test takers each year

• Primary components

– English, Math, Reading and Science Tests

– College Readiness Benchmark Scores

– Career Interest Inventory 

– Course Patterns

What is the ACT?



• Guides students as they navigate transitions 
throughout their learning paths in high school and 
post-secondary

• Empowers education administrators to make 
informed judgments about college readiness

• Fosters parent, teacher, and counselor
understanding of student progress

• Supports both education and workforce 
development

ACT in Education



GOAL 1: All Students Proficient And Showing Growth In 
All Grades In All Assessed Areas

Objective:  Continue Implementing the MS College and 
Career Readiness Standards

Strategy:  Provide targeted professional development in 
all content areas based on data

Strategic Plan Goals



Goal 2: Every Student Graduates High School And Is 
Ready For College And Career

Objective 3: Increase the number and percentage of 
students participating in and successfully completing 
advanced coursework, such as advanced placement 
courses, dual credit/dual enrollment courses, articulated 
credit, and national certifications

Strategy:  Provide expanded access for students to 
dual/credit/dual enrollment opportunities, Advanced 
Placement courses, and industry certification programs

Strategic Plan Goals



Changes of model
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ACT Statewide Preliminary Score 
Report for

Juniors 2014-15



ACT College Benchmark Scores

College Readiness Benchmark Scores – A benchmark score is the minimum 
score needed on an ACT subject-area test to indicate a 50% chance of obtaining 
a B or higher or about a 75% chance of obtaining a C or higher in the 
corresponding credit-bearing college courses, which include English 
Composition, Algebra, Social Sciences and Biology. 



ACT Sub-scores less than the following require 
students to enroll in developmental education courses 
at both Community Colleges and Institutions of Higher 
Learning (IHL)

• English – 17 

• Math – 19

Developmental Education



Mississippi College Admission

IHL POLICY 602B
Full admission will be granted to the following:

(1) All students completing the College Preparatory Curriculum (CPC) with a 
minimum of a 3.20 high school GPA on the CPC; or

(2) All students completing the College Preparatory Curriculum (CPC) with 

(a) a minimum of a 2.50 high school GPA on the CPC or a class rank in the top 
50%, and (b) a score of

16 or higher on the ACT (Composite); or

(3) All students completing the College Preparatory Curriculum (CPC) with 

(a) a minimum of a 2.00 high school GPA on the CPC and (b) a score of 18 or 
higher on the ACT (Composite)



Year One ACT Composite 
Scoring Trends



Average ACT Score by Ethnicity



Percentage Juniors Meeting 
ACT Benchmarks



Gender Comparison



Score Ranges 



• 4 years of English

• 3 years of Math

• 3 years of Science

• 3 years of Social Science

Core Curriculum



ACT research has also shown that taking specific courses 
in high school substantially increases students’ readiness 
for college level and workforce training programs.

Recommended Courses:
• Biology
• Chemistry 
• Physics
• Mathematics courses including Algebra II and beyond 

Specific Core Courses



Core vs Non-Core Course 
Completion



Course Patterns



Course Completion by 
Subgroups



Career Planning



Regional Trainings for District Administrative Teams 

Team Members- Principals, Counselors, Curriculum Coordinators

Sessions will focus on how to use ACT data to: 

– Determine senior year placement

– Evaluate rigor of classroom instruction

– Examine course taking sequences

– Assess achievement gaps among sub-groups

– Proper use of Test-Prep courses 

– Coordination of middle and high school initiatives

– Determine student weaknesses and strengths around the ACT 
PLAN and ACT EXPLORE

– Implementation of SREB Math and Literacy Readiness

Improving ACT Scores in the State



• Offered only to Seniors who have an ACT sub-score ranging from 
15-18 

• Teachers must meet endorsement requirements

• To meet IHL postsecondary developmental requirements students 
must earn an 80 or above

• Readiness course meets:

– Carnegie Unit math graduation requirements
– Carnegie Unit English graduation requirements
– College Prep Curriculum IHL admission requirements

Mississippi’s SREB Readiness Courses



• Middle School Principal and Counselor Professional Development

• Pre-AP and AP Expansion Efforts

• Dual Credit Opportunities

• SREB Senior Year Math Readiness Course

• SREB Senior Year Literacy Readiness Course

• Literacy Across the Content Areas Training for Teachers

• ACT Test-Prep Instructional Practices

• Regional Professional Development Opportunities provided by ACT 

Improving ACT Scores in the State
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