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OFFICE OF CHIEF OPERATIONS

01.

Action: Approve a declaration by the State Superintendent of Education that an
emergency exists in_the procurement of technology products and other
professional services because undertaking a competitive procurement would
cause a delay that will threaten the health or safety of any person, or the
preservation or protection of property pursuant to Mississippi Code Ann. 831-7-13
(D, Rule 207.6:013-060 of the Information Technology Services (ITS) Procurement
Handbook, and 3-207 of the Public Procurement Review Board (PPRB) OPSCR
Rules and Regulations, and to use emergency purchasing procedures to solicit
and award contracts with various contractors for ESSER Il, ARP, and MSIS 2.0
state funded ($7.6 million) procurements. Also, grant authority for the State
Superintendent of Education to request Information Technology Services (ITS)
and Public Procurement Review Board (PPRB) approval for the term of such
emergency contracts for a period up to three years [Goals 1, 2,3, 4, 5, and 6 —
MBE Strategic Plan]

Scope of Projects: The federal government has passed three (3) relief packages
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic that include unprecedented support for K-
12 schools. This support, ESSER, is intended to address the impact COVID-19
has had, and continues to have, on elementary and secondary schools. As a
condition of this funding, U.S. Department of Education has established very
aggressive timelines to obligate these funds to keep pace with the ever-changing
needs of states and local school districts.

It is in the best interest of the state to execute emergency contracts using ESSER
Il, ARP, and state funds ($7.6 million for MSIS 2.0) to provide the prompt delivery
of crucial services and systems to school districts in need and that these contracts
be for a period up to three years. Further, the MDE is committed to providing fair
and open competition and to performing cost analysis for all funds spent in
response to this emergency. Following the lengthy time schedules associated with
other procurement methods threatens MDE'’s ability to provide critical support to
Mississippi students, teachers, and parents in response to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Scope of Contracts:

e Term of Contracts: October 01, 2021 — September 30, 2024

e Amount to be Awarded: Not to Exceed $231,014,417



e Method of Award: Emergency Procurement

Funding Source: Federal/State

This item references Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of the Mississippi Board of Education
2018-2022 Strategic Plan.

Recommendation: Approval

Back-up material attached



MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Carey M. Wright, Ed.D.
State Superintendent of Educa-ion

August 23, 2021

Monique Corley, Director of Procurement
RE: Emergency Contracts/Procurement for Coronavirus Response & Support to LEAs
Dear Ms. Corley,

Please accept this letter as my approval of Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER)
funded emergency procurements by MDE for critical systems and supports to local school districts in
response to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak. The impact of the pandemic on K-12 student learning is
significant in Mississippi. The pandemic has raised new barriers to the delivery of high-quality education
in a safe environment. Among the devastating setbacks this par.demic poses, learning gaps in fundamental
subject areas such as English and Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies have widened. Further,
the cumulative, long-term impact to our children’s emotional, mental, and social well-being is yet untold.
Moreover, the precipitous surge in COVID cases, particularly among K-12 students, requires MDE to act
quickly in providing support to the local school districts across the State.

Since March 2020, the federal government has passed three (3) relief packages in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic that included unprecedented support for K-12 schools. This support, ESSER, is intended to
address the impact COVID-19 has had, and continues to have, on elementary and secondary schools. As a
condition of this funding, U.S. Department of Education has established very aggressive timelines to
obligate these funds to keep pace with the ever-changing needs of states and local school districts.

In Mississippi, this funding will be used to address issues suck as health screening to mitigate the risk of
exposure to students, teachers, and staff; to address learning lcss due to unfinished learning or to provide
additional educational supports to close learning gaps; mental health support; continuity planning to
prepare for any additional closures due to subsequent pandemic waves; cleaning and sanitation, etc.

The execution of emergency contracts using ESSER funds will provide for the prompt delivery of crucial
services and systems to the school districts in need during this time. Further, MDE is committed to
providing for fair and open competition and to performing cos: analysis for all funds spent in response to
this pandemic emergency. Following the lengthy time schedules associated with other procurement
methods, threatens MDE’s ability to provide critical support tc students, teachers, and parents across the
State.

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Carey M. Wright, Ed.D.
State Superintendent of Education
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