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OFFICE OF TEACHING AND LEADING 
 
G. Approval to adjust the passing score for Praxis Subject Assessment Mathematics: 

Content Knowledge (Test Code 5161) as recommended by the Commission on 
Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure and 
Development  
 

Background Information: On March 2, 2018, the Commission on Teacher and 
Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure and Development met in its 
regularly scheduled meeting and approved the recommendation from an Ad Hoc 
Committee of the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, 
Certification and Licensure and Development to adjust the current qualifying 
passing score of 160 to a passing score of 152 for the Praxis Subject Assessment 
Mathematics: Content Knowledge (Test Code 5161).  The qualifying passing score 
of (152) for the Praxis Mathematics: Content Knowledge (5161) will be effective 
upon approval by the State Board of Education. 
 
Currently, school districts in the state are facing a shortage of licensed 
mathematics teachers to fill existing openings. Issues contributing to these 
shortages may include attracting students, current teachers, or career-changers, 
aligning preparation programs’ curricula to the standards specified by the 
Department, and supports for candidates seeking licensure. 
 
While the Department actively explores initiatives to both increase the number of 
students interested in teaching mathematics and improving the alignment of 
mathematics coursework and the content domain being assessed, the Office of 
Teaching and Leading, Division of Educator Licensure is seeking approval to 
adjust the current passing score for the Praxis Mathematics: Content Knowledge 
test to 152.   

 
As a recommended best practice, states, when adopting a passing score for a new 
or revised licensure test, are encouraged to adopt an initial passing score that 
considers the recommendation from the multistate standard-setting study, other 
statistical guides, and the specific conditions and needs in the state. States are 
strongly encouraged to collect state-specific performance data over the course of 
one to three years while continually monitoring test-taker performance and, if 
necessary, adjust scores based on their contextual framework. Therefore, the 
decision to adjust the passing score to 152 may best be viewed not as an isolated 
decision, but rather as part of a more holistic and systematic way of addressing 
the issue that is in conjunction with the long-term solutions outlined below.  
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Any adjustment in the passing score will be monitored to evaluate the effect and 
to consider re-adjusting the score at a later time. 

 
Longer-term Solutions: 
Attracting candidates to mathematics education.  Initiatives will include: 

• Outreach to high schools to promote mathematics teaching as an 
attractive STEM career; 

• Outreach to all students admitted to colleges and universities with 
an approved Educator Preparation Program (EPP) who indicate 
education as an interest on the ACT or SAT background 
questionnaire to promote mathematics education; and 

• Identifying students currently in teaching areas with a surplus 
who have demonstrated proficiency in mathematics and promote 
mathematics education as an option. 

 
Identifying weaknesses early.  Either through admission test scores or early use 
of an interactive practice test (IPT), identify gaps in students’ mathematical 
knowledge early enough to address through coursework.   

 
Aligning Educator Preparation Program (EPP) coursework to content 
domain.  Working with the ETS client relations director for Mississippi, the 
Department will coordinate workshops to crosswalk the test specifications for the 
Praxis Mathematics: Content Knowledge test to the course requirements for 
mathematics education majors.  EPPs can work in cohorts to identify courses that 
could address gaps in prescribed coursework and the set of courses can be 
disseminated not only to mathematics education majors but also to the nearly half 
of test takers who indicated mathematics or other major as their course of study. 

 
Promoting mobility with the ranks.  The Department will explore the possibility 
of offering (a) targeted professional development for elementary school teachers 
with strong mathematics knowledge and experience teaching upper-grade 
mathematics to receive a middle school mathematics endorsement and (b) 
targeted professional development for middle school mathematics teachers with a 
strong track record to receive a secondary mathematics license.  Working with 
already committed teachers who exhibit a strong background in mathematics 
would help to support shortage areas. 
 
 
Recommendation:  Approval   
 
Back-up material attached 
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APPENDIX B : 
PRAXIS II EXAMINATION SCORES REQUIRED BY MISSISSIPPI 

SPECIALTY AREA TEST CODE SCALED SCORE 
Art Education (5134) 158 
Audiology (5342)  170 
Biology (5235) 150 
Braille Proficiency (0633) – Visually Impaired (5282) is also required. 165 
Business Education (5101) 153 
Chemistry (5245) 151 
Chinese Mandarin (5665) 164 
Economics (0911) 150 
Education of Young Children (5024) 160 
Elementary Education (K-6) (5017) 153 
Elementary Education (4-6) (5018) Alternate Route Only 163 
Emotionally Disturbed/Behavior Disorders (5372) 154 
English Language and Literature (5038)                                                                                      167  
English to Speakers of Other Languages (5362)                                                                          149 
French (5174) 153 
German (5183) 154 
Professional School Counselor (5421) 156         
Health Education (5551) 149 
Hearing Disability (5272) 160 
Home Economics/Family & Consumer Science (5122) 153 
Latin (5601) 152 
Library Media Specialist (5311) 143 
Marketing (5561) 151 
Mathematics (5161) 160  
Middle Grade Math (5169) supplemental only 165 
Middle Grade Language Arts (5047) supplemental only 164 
Middle Grade Social Studies (5089) supplemental only 149 
Middle Grade Science (5440) supplemental only 150 
Music Education (5113) 161 
Physical Education (5091) 145 
Physics (5265) 139 
School Leaders Licensure Assessment (6011) 169 
School Psychologist (5402) 147 
Social Studies (5081) 150 
Spanish (5195) 160 
Special Education (5354) 152 
Special Education Fundamental Subjects HQ (5511) 142 
Speech Communication (5221) 143 
Speech-Language Pathology (5331) 162 
Technology Education (5051) 159 
Visually Impaired (5282) – Braille Proficiency (0633) is also required. 163 
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