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05.  Action:   Establish the Mississippi Innovation Lab Network Project (MS ILN), a 

partnership between the Mississippi Department of Education and selected A and 
B school districts, to advance new models of learning that can better prepare all 
students for success in the 21st century   [Goals 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 – MBE Strategic 
Plan] 

 
Background Information: The Commission on School Accreditation met on 
February 1, 2018, to review the proposed recommendation by the Office of 
Secondary Education to establish The Mississippi Innovation Lab Network (MS-
ILN) a partnership between A and B school districts and the Mississippi 
Department of Education (MDE) to provide a space for sharing innovative 
strategies and learning about ways to transform our education system.  

  
 For the MS-ILN “innovation” is used as “a new or creative alternative to existing 
 instructional and administrative practices intended to improve student learning 
 and student performance of all students.” To be more specific, “Learning 
 Innovation” is about moving from the teaching system of the 20th century to a 
 new “learning system” of the 21st century where learning and the “facilitation of 
 learning” (teaching) are the central elements.  
   
 The goals for MS-ILN are: 

1. Building and supporting a network of district and school leaders dedicated 
to using innovation to improve the education outcomes for students in MS 

2. Sharing best-practices from innovative districts in Mississippi 
3. Extending innovative opportunities to isolated rural districts 
4. Creating and supporting a Middle School Task Force to increase the focus 

on academic, social/emotional, and cultural issues leading to student 
engagement/success  

5. Identifying goals and supports for middle schools in MS 
6. Using implementation data to help inform changes to the Mississippi Public 

School Accountability Standards, 2017.   
  
The Mississippi Innovation Lab Network (MS-ILN) will evaluate selected and 
approved process standards to make recommendations for changes to the 
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards.  To better inform decisions 
about changes in the current standards, school districts in the MS-ILN will be 
allowed to implement new innovative approaches to accreditation standards based 
on the ILN Professional Learning Community (PLC) in which they are engaged.  
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This item references Goals 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 of the Mississippi Board of Education 
2016-2020 Strategic Plan.   
 

 Recommendation:  Approval 
 

 Back-up material attached 
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