
OFFICE OF CHIEF ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICER 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

September 14, 2017 

OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION 

03. Action: Revise Standard 14. Appendix A. and Appendix G of the Mississippi 
Public School Accountability Standards. 2016: Graduation Requirements 
effective school year 2018-2019 [Goals 1, 2, and 4 - MBE Strategic Plan] 
(Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with public comments) 

Background Information: The Offices of Accreditation, Secondary Education, and 
Special Education began the process of examining Mississippi diploma 
requirements in the fall of 2015, with the convening of a Graduation Task Force. 
Based on feedback from stakeholders and surveys, the Graduation Task Force 
has endorsed the recommendations being discussed. The proposed 
recommendations included having one (1) Traditional Diploma with the 
opportunity for students to earn a career and technical endorsement, academic 
endorsement or a distinguished academic endorsement. Additionally, 
recommendations included an Alternate Diploma option for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities (SCD). The proposed recommendations were 
approved by the Commission on School Accreditation on June 15, 2017. 

On July 13, 2017, the State Board of Education granted approval to begin the 
Administrative Procedures Act (APA) process to revise Standard 14, Appendix A 
and Appendix G of the Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2016: 
Graduation Requirements. The proposed revisions would allow students the 
opportunity to earn an endorsement with their high school diploma and would 
provide students with disabilities an opportunity to earn a traditional diploma. Oral 
proceedings were held on August 22, 2017, and August 24, 2017. In addition, the 
public comment period was open through August 31, 2017. 

All public comments have been compiled and will be presented to the 
Commission on School Accreditation for consideration during its special-called 
meeting on Wednesday, September 13, 2017. 

This item references Goals 1, 2, and 4 of the Mississippi Board of Education 
2016-2020 Strategic Plan. 

Recommendation: Approval 

Back-up material attached 

Note: This item is subject to change and is contingent upon approval by the 
Commission on School Accreditation on Wednesday, September 13, 2017. 



Item A 

Traditional Diploma and Endorsement Chart 

Alternate Diploma Chart 
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• • 1pp1 Pr o ed • 

I 
Mississippi has lwodip!omas options: The Tradflional Diploma and the Alternate Diploma. The Traditional Diploma is for all students. The Alternate 
Diploma is an option for students with a Significant Cognitive Disability (SCD ). 

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA OPTION 
. Carr·c91 e 

Curriculum /\red LJ Reqlllrcd Subjects 1111:, 

Engrish 4 " Englsh I 
• English II 

Mathematics 4 • Algebra I 

Science 3 • Biology I 

Social Sludles l~':i • 1 Wortd Hlslory 

• 1 U S History 

• y, US Govemmenl 

• Y. Economics 

• 'l.i Mssisslpp Studies 

Physical Educelion v. 
Health ~ 

Art 

Career and • Must oCCJr In the sllldenrs junior Of senior year. or In Ille 
College Readiness student oomplellon of a 4-vear sequ911ce 

Technology CH' ComptJler 
Scieoce 

Addllional Elecltves s:.-; 

Total Units Required 24 

ALTERNATE DIPLOMA OPTION 

C . I A Carnegie R . d S b. urr1cu urn rcJ U t equirc u 1cr.ts 
Ills 

Engllsh 4 , • Altemate EngNshElemenlsHV 

Mathematics .f • Alternate Math Elements 1-111 

• Allemate Algebra 9emelU 

Science 2 • Alternate Biology Elements 

• AltamateScienceElemenlsll 

Social Studies 2 • Allernate History amns 
(Strands: U.S. HistQIY and World Hlstoty) 

• Alternate Social Studies Elements 
(Strands: Economics and U.S. Government) 

Physical Education v. 
Health :.<: • Alternate Health ElemaE 

A~ 

Career Readiness 4 • Caratlr Readines.s l.fV 
(Strands: TectinolOgy, Syslems, Employati~ly. and Social) 

llf• Skllls De\191opmanl • 4 lll'e Skill Oevelcpment l·IV 
(Slrzinds: Tedlnology. Syslems, PelSQnal Care. and Social) 

Addldon&i Elecilves 2 

TOllll Units Requlrwd u 
• 1 1\II~l~SIPPI 

DI I' \111 \II ' l C II 
I I>uC..\110:--1 

1 n..unr~ .1 lm~J 1 1 ,,;_,1 1·, 1 . ., ~ , 1 

Requirements 
· Sludent must idenlify an endorsemenl 

area prior lo ente1ing 9th grade. 
Endorsemenl requlremenls can only 
be changed wllh parenlal 
permission . 

• For early release, studenl must have 
met CoUege or Career Readiness 
Benchmarks (ACT sub scores 17 
EngYsh and 19 Matti or earned a 
Silver level oo ACT Wo11<Keys). 
Altemalely, a student most meet 
ALL.of the following 

• Have e 2.5 GPA 
• Passed or met all MAAP 

assessmenls requirements ror 
graduation 

• On track lo meet diploma 
requirements 

• Concurrently enrolled in the 
Essenllals or College Malh or 
Essentials of College Uleracy 

Recommendations 
- For early gradualion, a student should 

successfully complete an area of 
endorsement. 

- A student should lake a math or 
math equivalent course the senior 
ear. 

Requirements 
• The Alternate O.ptoma is not 

equlvalent to a tradJtional high 
school diploma and is not 
recognized by posl-secondary 
entitles that require a tradil1onal 
high school diploma 

• All students are required lo 
partlcipale in lhe Mississippi 
Assessment Program-Altemale 
Assessment (MAP·A) with a 
scoreTBD 

· Students who have met the 
cr111irla on their IEP for havlog a 
SlgnlHcant Cognitive Oi§ab1"1Y 
(SCD) may partlclpate In a 
program of sludy lo eam the 
Alternate Diploma 
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Traditional Diploma Endorsement Options 
Students pursuing a Traditional Diploma must Identify an endorsement prior to entering 9rh grade. There are three 
endorsement options: Career and Technical, Academic, and Distinguished Academic Endorsement. 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT 
Curriculum Arca Caurn~tgie Required Subjects 

n1 s 

Engr.sh 
MathemaUcs 
Science 
Social Studies 

Physical Education 
Health 
Art 
Career and 
College Readiness 
Technology or Computer 
~r.IMl"A 

CTE Elechves 

4 

4 
J 

3Y, 

... ,, 

Additional Electives J ''.i 
·,.,., t 1 .... - - 1 ' • ,,,, • · J. 

• Englfshl • English If 

• Algebra I 
• Biology l 
• 1 World History • Y. Economics 
• 1 U S History • ll, Mississippi Studies 
• V. U.S Govemment 

• Must ocrur In the studenrs junior or senior vear. o< in the 
sludenl completion ol a 4·year sequence. 

• Musi complete a lour-course sequenbal prqgram of sl\Jdy 

ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT 
C . I A Carnegie R . d S b " t urm:u um rea U .

1 
equire u JE!C s rn s 

English 4 • Englishl • English fl 
Mathematics 4 • Algebra I 
Science .J • Biology I 
Social Studies 3Y1 • 1 WotldHJstory • Y. Economics 

• 1 U.S. History • Y. Mississippi Studies 
• Y. U.S. Go\lammenl 

Phyiiical Education ~ 

Health y, 

Art 
Career and • Must OCQlr In the studanrs Junior or senior year. or In the 
College Readiness sllJdenl C9"1plellon or a 4-year sequence. 
Technologll or Computer 
Science 

Additional EteclivitS 7 y, • Musi meet CPC requirements IOI MS IHLs 

t •. t t J I ' ' ; • • I I 11 . ~ I . 

DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT 
Curriculum Are:i CaUrn~tg ie Required Subjects 

ni s 
English 
Mathematics 
Seiente 
Social Stud as 

Physical Education 
Health 
Art 
Career and College 
Readiness 
Technology"' Computer 
Science 
Additional Eleclfves 

4 
4 

4 

4 

., 
" 

8 

• Engllshl 
• Algebl8 I 

·~I 
• 1 WOlfd H1s10ry 
• 1U S HstOIY 
• ~~ US Government 

• English II 

• y, Economics 
• lo\\ Ml!15iSSippl Sludies 

• Must OcaJr In the studenl's junior or senior year. or In the 
student completion ol a 4·vear seQuence 

• Must meet CPC requiremenlS for 
MS!lil.5 

* .l
,\llS~l'>.!>IPPI 
1111'\ll I Ill \I c ll 
I DI C.\ 110:-J 

Additional Requirements 
• Earn an overall GPA of 2.5 

• Earn silver level on ACT WorkKeys 

• Earn two additional Carnegie Units 
ror a total or 26 

Must successfully compteteone of 
the folfowing 

One CTE dual credit or earn 
articulated credit in the high 
school CTE course 

Work Based learning experience or 
Career Pathway Experience 
Eam a Slate Boa1d of Education approved 
nallonal credential 

Additional Requirements 
• Earn an overall GPA of 2 5 
• Courses must meet MS IHL College 

Preparatory Curriculum (CPC) 
requirements 

• Earn MS IHL and Community college 
readiness benchmarl<s (ACT sub scores 17 
English and 19 M<ith as approved by 
postsecondary lor non-remediadon al most 
Community Colleges and IHL college.ready 
courses in senior year.) 

• Eam ~ addillonal Carnegie Units for a total ot 
26 

Must successfully complete one or 
the fonawlng 

One AP course with a C or higher and 
take tile appropriate AP e"am 

One Diploma Program-IS cou.rse with a C 
or higher and lake tile appropriale 18 
exams 

One dual credit course wilh a C or 
19v'in the course 

Additional Requirements 
• Earn 8fl overall GPA ol 3.0 
• Courses must meet MS IHL CPC 

recommended requirements 
• Eam naUonal college readiness benchmarks 

on each subtest established by ACT or 18 
In English and 22 in Math or SAT 
eqt.Mtency as established by College Board 
andlHL 

• Eam four addillonal Camege Units for a tolill or 
28 

• Musi successfullycomplaleoneofthe 
followlnsr 

One AP course with a B or higher and 
lake the appropriate AP exam 

One Diploma Program·IB course with a B 
or higher and lake the appropriats 18 
exams 

One dual credit course with a B or 
higher In lhe course 
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Item B 

Justification Chart based on Administrative Procedures 

Act (APA) Process 
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Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to AP A 

*Chan1ed basad on public comment 
Add language "or the SAT equivalent, as 
specified by the College Board" 

•Changed based on public comment 

Allow districts to teach class to students In 
junior or senior year. 

The CCR course ls designed to provide 
planning and Instruction for postsecondary 
transition, and will Include the following units: 
College and Career Ready Units: 

• Transition from high school 
graduation to post-secondary 
enrollment 

• College and Career Exploration and 
Selection Processes 

• College and Career Assessments 
• College Affordabillty Planning 
• Collese and Career Admission 

Process 
Life Ready Units: 

• Financial Literacy 
• Community Service 
• Communication (oral, written) 
• Digital Utera 

1 

Mississippi IHls accept both the ACT and SAT 
In admission process; therefore, both should 
be referenced In the requirements. 

This change will allow districts more flexibility 
in offering the CCR course to either juniors or 
seniors or In the 4-course sequence. Because 
the class has overwhelming support from post­
secondary and business partners, the 
requirement for the course will remain. 



Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to AP A 

The following classes will count for the CCR 
class: 

• MOE College and Career Readiness 
Course 

• MOE Career Pathway Experience 
• Senior Project/Capstone Project 

(with the addition of required CCR 
components) 

• Leader in Me, Advisement 
Programs, and Seminar Courses 
(Students must complete the entire 
4-year sequence of these courses 
with the addition of required CCR 
components) 

• District developed course approved 
by MOE {process and timeline for 
approval) 

There are no additional endorsement 
requirements for the MOE College and Career 
Ready course. A teacher with a valid secondary 
teaching license may teach this course. 

If implemented In a strategic manner, there 
should be no additional costs incurred by 
districts. The traditional diploma is a 24-credit 
diploma, just as the current standard diploma. 
Addlt.ionall , districts n_pw have the option to 

2 

Timellne for development of MOE College and 
1 Career Readiness course: 

• November 2017 through January 2018 
- Writing team with teachers, 
postsecondary representation, industry 
representatives, counselors, State 
treasurer representatives, and 
principals 

• February 2018 - curriculum approval 
for APA process for State Board of 
Education 

• April 2018 - final approval of 
curriculum 

• Summer 2018-Training for early 
adopters to follow 

• Academic year 2018-2019 -
implementation for early adopters 



00 

Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to AP A 

implement the CCR course in the student's 
junior or senior year, or in an approved 4-year 
sequence which relieves the district from 
needing additional teacher units for this class. 

•No Change 
Move forward with the elimination of the 21· 
credit District option. 

•Changed based on public comment 
Students who have not met the Mississippi 
postsecondary ACT remediation benchmarks 
of 17 in English and 19 in Math or the Silver 
level on the ACT WorkKeys for the CTE 
endorsement must meet ALL 4 of the 
following requirements for early release: 

• have the required 2.5 GPA 
• have passed or met all MAAP 

assessments requirements for 
graduation (see Appendix A· S) 

• be on track to meet diploma 
requirements 

3 

aui1;jfi~tii..Q.n 

The 21-credlt diploma is not preparing 
students for careers or for college. After the 
21-credit diploma was adopted, MOE changed 
the accreditation rules to allow middle school 

I 
students to earn Carnegie Units earlier. This 
provides students with more opportunities to 

j earn Carnegie Units In middle school allowing 
• them to gain college and career readiness 

skills within 24 credits (at an earlier grade . 

• Goal #2 of the SBE states that ALL 
students will be prepared for college 
and career. Students who have not met 
the requirements prior to graduation 
need more opportunities to meet 
requirements. 

• It is our respon5'blllty to prepare all 
students to exit high school ready for 
post-secondary work without 
remediation and/or the necessary skills 

Lto enter the workforce in a job with a 
sustainable wage. 
Districts are allocated funds based on a 
student's enrollment as a fulltim_e __ _. 



Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to AP A 

• be concurrently enrolled in Essentials 
for College Math and/or Essentials for 
College Literacy based on minimum 15 
ACT sub-score 

• Proposed revisions to the Business Rules of 
the MS Statewide Accountablllty System wlll 
be present.ed to the Accountability Task Force 
for Consideration In Fall 2017. 

•No Change 
Keep the CTE endorsement standard as 
proposed. 
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J~ifleatiQli\l 
student. Making students aware of the 
readiness requirement Immediately 
will encourage inlt.latlve and 
involvement in meeting standards by 
the student and parents. 

A concern with early graduation is that those 
students who meet diploma requirements and 
choose to exit are not counted in the senior 
snapshot for the districts In accordance with 
the Business Rules of the MS Statewide 
Accountability System. This is a separate 
accountability issue that is not tied to the 
traditional diploma. The issue of counting 
early graduates with their cohort in their 
senior snapshot and in the accountabllity 
model must be addres!ed separately. 

• Career Readiness is just as Important as 
College Readiness. The GPA 
requirement will remain the same to 
ensure that both endorsements are 
given equal value. 

• Projected mlddle-sklll career 
opportunities In Mississippi will require 
students to meet higher academic and 
career standards. 
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Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to AP A 

*Changed based on public comment 

For Academic Endorsement 
• Earn a C or higher in any AP course and 

take the exam 
• Earn a C or higher in a Diploma 

Program-18 course and take the exams 

5 

• WorkKeys funding for CTE completers 
will be provided by the Office of Career 
and Technical Education. 

• For districts that do not have dual 
credit options, the statewide CTE 
articulation agreement allows students 
to earn dual credit through their local 
CTE classes, if assessment 
requirements (70 or above on CTE 
CPAS) are met. 

• MOE in partnership with all four local 
workforce boards ls providing 
additional work-based learning 
opportunities for students. Since work­
based-learning Is limited In some areas, 
districts must ensure that students are 
supported in meeting one of the 
remaining options (CTE dual credit/ 
articulation or a National Certification). 

• This change wlll apply the same 
standard of mastery for AP, 18, and 
dual credit. 
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Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to AP A 

• Earn a C or higher in an academic dual 
enrollment course 

For Distinguished Academic Endorsement 
• Earn a B or higher in any AP course and 

take the exam 
• Earn a B or higher In a Diploma 

Program -IS course and take the exams 
• Earn a B or higher in an academic dual 

enrollment course 

The distinction of weighted grades was 
removed. 

6 

• Districts have their own grading 
systems. This change will allow districts 
to continue to follow their current 
grading policies. 

• Federal funding for Title I and Title IV, 
Part A, will be distributed directly to 
districts. ESSA pennlts districts to use 
these funds for providing a well­
rounded education which Includes the 
funding of advanced coursework. 
College Board provides discounts to 
districts for eligible students. Tltle II 
may be used for teacher professional 
development for teaching advanced 
courses. 



Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to AP A 

~g~a.ro.fuen~~.tioiill 

*No Change 
Keep curriculum specification as proposed. 

•No Change 
Continue with the ellmlnation of the MOD and 
support districts in transitioning students with 1 

disabilities into the courses to prepare them 
for the Traditional diploma. 

7 

• Districts mav add curriculum 
requirements to the traditional 
diploma; however, any local district 
policy must apply to a single traditional 
diploma for AU students. If a district 
chooses to increase the traditional 
diploma requirements, MOE 
encourages districts to seek 
community input when crafting their 
local board policies. 

• Districts with existing honors 
graduation requirements may keep 
them If they are equal to or above the 
proposed endorsement requirements. 

• The MOD did not allow students to 
transition to anv post-secondarv 
opportunities. 

• Students who earned a MOD diploma 
were not considered high school 
graduates. 

• All students should be given the 
opportunity to eam a credential that 
will allow them to become self­
sufflclent. 



Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to AP A 

*Item pulled for further review and 
development based on concerns raised in 
APA process. 
The following items need clarification: 

• Define who can earn a Certificate of 
Attendance 

• Determine the requirements for 
earning a Certificate of Attendance 

• Establish the conditions in which a 
student who earns a Certificate of 
Attendance can participate in 
graduation 

• Define the age requirement for a 
Certificate of Attendance 

• See College and Career course section 

• See Early Release section 

• See CTE Endorsement section 

• See Advanced Courses section 

8 

Timeline for Development: 
• September - November 2017: Gather 

input from all district leaders in the 
Diploma regional meetings 

• October 27, 2017: Special Certification 
Work Group to make preliminary 
recommendations 

• December 2017: Accreditation 
Commission recommendation to the 
State Board of Education 

• January 2018: State Board of Education 
approval to begin the APA process 

• March 2018: Final approval to State 
Board of Education for the Certificate 
of Attendance 

~~~~~~~~~~-1 
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Justification Chart for Standard 14 

Redline Version Standard 14 
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Process Standard 14 Justification 
I -

. , Change and Justification ·1 

~ --! r rocess : 
Recornrncndat1ons for Final Approval ~tandard Process Standard 

' I Number Description as Request in July I . 
14.1 Remove language "four (4)" SB 2432 ended MOD and Adopt as Proposed 

to reflect changes In Career Career Diploma options for 
and Mississippi Occupations incoming 91h graders of 
Diploma CMOD> Pathwavs 2017-2018 

14.1.1 District Option Pathway- To Reflect changes for 2018- Adopt as Proposed 
end with incoming 91h 2019 new requirements 
araders of2017-2018 

14.1.2 TradiUonal Diploma Pathway Reflectchangesfor2018- Adopt as Proposed 
- To end with Incoming glh 2019 new requirements 
graders of 2017-2016 

14.1.3 Career Pathway Option - SB 2432 removed this as an Adopt as Proposed 
Ended with Incoming gth option for Incoming 9111 

craders of 2016-2017 araders effective 2017-2018 
14.1.4 No Change 
14.1.5 No Change 
14.1.6 Early Exit Diploma - To end Reflectchangesfor2018- Adopt as Proposed 

with incoming gth graders of 2019 new requirements 
2017-2018 

14.1.7 New Traditional Diploma Make diploma more Adopt as Proposed 
(NEW) consistent and more 

reflective of student 
achievement 

14.1.8 Tradlllonal Diploma with a Make diploma more Adopt as Proposed 
(NEW) Career and Technical consistent and more 

Endorsement reflective of student 
achievement for career 
readiness 

14.1.9 Traditional Diploma with Make diploma more Adopt as Proposed 
(NEW) Academic Endorsement consistent and more 

reflective of student 
achievement for 
postsecondary readiness 
without remediation 

14.1.10 Traditional Diploma with Make diploma more Adopt as Proposed 
(NEW) Distinguished At;:ademlc consistent and more 

Endornment reflective of student 
achievement for national 
postsecondary reediness 
without remedlallon 

14.1.11 Alternate Diploma for Allowable under ESSA Adopt as Proposed 
(NEW) Students with Slgnmcant 

CoonlUve DisabHIUes 
14.1.12 Certificate or Completion Change from Mississippi Pull Item for adoption until additional 
(NEW) Occupational Diploma to changes have been developed. 

Traditional Diploma with very 
specific guidellnes for Changes that needs to be determined 
Certificate of Completion based on APA comments 

• Define who can earn a Certificate 
of Attendance 

• Determine the requirements for 
eamlna a Certificate of Attendance 

15 



···Process · r ~- - - - - . , . - ---- -- - - --- - - - r - - --
I I I Standard Process Standard ; Change and Justification Recommendations for Final Approval 

, Number Description I as Request in July I J .. 
• Establish the conditions In which a 

student who earns the Certificate 
of Attendance can participate in 
graduation 

• Define the age requirements for 
Certificate of Attendance 

Tlmeline for development 

• September 2017 - November 
2017: Gather Input from all 
Diploma regional meetings 

• October 27, 2017: Special 
Certif1Cation Work Group to make 
recommendations 

• December 2017: Accreditation 
Commission for approval for APA 
process to the State Board of 
Education 

• January 2018: State Board of 
Education approval to begin the 
APA Process 

• March 2018: Final approval to 
State Board of Education for 
Certificate or Attendance 

14.2 Remove language for Reflects changes to State Adopt as Proposed 
passing assessment Board Policy 36.4 for 

assessment ootions 
14.3 Mississippi Occupallonal SB 2432 removed this as an Adopt as Proposed 

Diploma (MOO) Reflect option for incoming gth 

ending dale for Incoming 9'11 graders effective 2017-2018 
graders of 2016·2017 

14.4 No Changes 
14.5 No Changes 
Note Change language to · Change language to reflect Adopt as Proposed 

Students enrolled In grades changes already approved 
7 - 12 may be awarded a by CSA 
Carnegie unit credit 
provided the course content 
is a Camegle unit bearing 
course In the current 
edition of the Approved 
Courses for the Secondary 
Schools of Mississippi 
Manual. 
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Excerpt from MississTppi Pubfic Schools Accountability Standards, 2016 

14. The school district requires each student, in order to receive a high school diploma, to have met the 
requirements established bv its local board of education and by the State Board of Education. {Miss. Code 
Ann. § 37-16-7} (7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 36, R. 36.1, R. 36.2, R. 36.3, R. 36.4) 

14.1 Each student receiving a standard high school diploma has earned the minimum number of Carnegie 
units as specified In Appendix A. (See Appendix A.) (7 Miss. Admln. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 28, R. 28.2, R. 
28.3) Students receiving a standard diploma may select from fetH · (-41 graduation pathways as 
specified by the local school district's graduation requirements. 
14.1.1 Entering ninth graders in 2005-2006 and tl:iereafter ending with incoming ninth graders 

of 2017-18 fsenlor-s.oJ:.-s&R~~lat:eftare required to have a minimum 
of 21 carnegie units as specified in Appendix A-1. 

14.1.2 Entering ninth graders In 2008-2009 and thereafter ending with incoming ninth graders 

of 2017 -2018(!A?H1()(11--e~i....,.~~~ are required to have a minimum of 
24 Carnegie units as specified In Appendix A-2, unless, in accordance with school board 

policy, their parent/guardian requests to opt the student out of Appendix A-2 
requirements. This student would be required to complete the graduation requirements 

specified in AppendixA-1. 
14.1.3 Entering eleventh graders in 2010.2011 and ending with Incoming ninth graders of school 

year 2016-2017 ~ 1~ieafteI-(i.eAi&P....akf.~ool~F-~AEl-la1-e1 who chose 

the career Pathway Option are required to earn the minimum graduation 
requlrementsspecifiedinAppendlxA-3. {~~~+HMlss. Code Ann.§ 37·16· 
71 

14.1.4 Beginning In school year 2011-2012, all eighth-grade students are required to have 

an Individualized Career and Academic Plan (ICAP) prior to exiting the eighth grade. 
14.1.5 Innovative Programs 

14.1.6 Early Exit Diploma shall end with incoming 911• graders of school year 2018-2019 
14.1.7 Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter, are required to have a minimum of 

24 Carnegie units as specified in Appendix A-6. 
14.1.8 Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter, are required to have a minimum of 

26 Carnegie units and meet additional requirements a~ specified in Appendi~ A· 7 to earn 
a Traditional Diploma with a Career and Technical Endorsement. 

14.1.9 Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter, are required to have a minimum of 

26 Carnegie units and meet additional requirements as specified in Appendix A·B to earn 

a Traditional Diploma with an Academic Endorsement. 
14.1.10 Entering ninth graders in 2018 -2019 and thereafter, are required to have a minimum of 

28 Carnegie units and meet additional requirements as specified in Appendi .. A·9 to earn 
a Traditional Diploma with a Distinguished Academic Endorsement. 

14.1.11 Entering ninth graders with a significant cognitive disability in 2018-2019 and thereafter, 

are required to have a minimum of 24 Credits as described in Appendix A·lO to earn an 

Alternate Diploma. 

14.1. ~ StuEIAA~ will~ El19ablliti*lfflde~E~a~flle¥ AiA!h srad~ iA 2(ll~ ~ 

U!AfeMt~lll'-.aw<>ffled a (;e~ilic.a~J..foA1pletio1H1HJX.'<-+fl~~1..t. 

gi'leA tl:lcv meet ll'te-4ellffiY iR~a: 

• - Tlw-st:udent+l~~~~as eeeA t1AsU€fe6Slui-itHT1eetiAg-#le 

r-e-quiremems ol ellh F400-+AAdit-iefl~le1na-or-»i~na1e-Giplom~ ... lf'ld 
iudenl-has rE"Jched--#le-14ftlK ffi~o4ewk~™'ef·d~e40EArWhil:h--ifl 

Mississippi is age W. 

14.2 Each student receiving a standard diploma has ac~lt?Yed cl · f:liY.isH ·c~met assessment 

requ irements on each of the required high school exit examinations. {Miss. Code Ann.§ 37-16-7} 
(7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 34, R. 34.1, Ch. 36, R. 36.1, R. 36.3, R. 36.4) 
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14.3 Ending with Incoming ninth graders of 2016-2017 eacn student who has completed the secondary 
curriculum for special education may be issued a special diploma or certificate of completion, 
which states: "This student has successfully completed an lndlvldualized Education Program." 
{Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16-11(1)) 

14.4 Ending with the Incoming ninth grade class of 2016-2017, each student with disabilities receivln1 
a Mississippi Occupational Diploma has successrully completed all minimum requirements 
established by the Stat.e Board of Education . {Miss. Code Ann. 
§ 37-16-11(2)} (See Appendix G.) 

14.S The student who falls to meet the 1raduatlon requirements is not permitted to participate in 
the graduation exercises. 

Note1-&t11deAts eArellea iR graees 7 12 may he awaFEled a CarReg1e 11Alt ereelt pr:evlded tRe eeurse eeAteAt 
~rAllft•P. llAit bearlAg ee11rse 1R ltle ct1FFeAI e"lllG1H:1f tke--Af!Pffl'i/~Fsf!!i fer tRe §eseAdaFV SERaels 
ol -Mi~l.Manu;!l,-Students enrolled in grades 7 - 12 may be awarded a Carnegie unit credit provided 
the course content is a Carnegie unit bearing course in the current edition of the Approved Courses 
for the Secondary Schools of Mississippi Manual. 
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Item D 

Justification Chart for Appendix A-1 through A-11 

Redline Version Appendix A-1 through A-11 
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Summary of Mississippi P11blic School Acco11ntability Standards, 2016 
Jmtificalion Changes for School Year 2017-2018 and School Year 2018-2019 

A. Changes to currenl gradu9tion roouire?mcnts for school year 2017-2018 

Appendix A- I 

"' 0 

District Option I . Option ends with the 2017-2018 incoming freshmen 
class 

2. Add Carnegie units for middle school 
3. Changes Business and Technology requirement to 

Technology or Computer Science and add the 
additional technology courses that can count as credit 
lownrd graduation 

4. Change passing imessment to meeting assessment 
requirements 

5. Add Foundations of Algebra requirement 

Adopt changes 1-5 us requested 

Additional changes requested 
I. Remove AP English Language 

Composition as a replacement for 
English II. This ill an incorrect 
statement. 

2. Add in the science Carnegie Units 
section: Sports Medicine, or Sports 
Medicine-Theory and Application I and 
Sports Medicine-Theory and 
Applicntion II. These eounes were 
not included in the orfglHI 
document. 

3. Add in the Technology and Computer 
Science section: Exploring Computer 
Science and AP Computer Science. 
Remove and any other computer 
science coune to reflect counes 
approved by MDE and tbe 
Accreditation Commission. 



l!~~ 
Appendix A-2 

Appendix A-4 

"' .... 

Stondard 
Diploma 

Early Exit 
Diploma 

I. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

I. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

Option ends with the 2017-2018 incoming freshmen 
cl11SS 
Add Comegie units for middle school 
Changes Business and Technology requirement to 
Technology or Computer Science ond add the 
additionol technology courses that can count as credit 
toword graduation 
Change passing assessment to meeting assessment 
requirements 
Add Foundations of Algebra requirement 

Option ends with the 2017-2018 incoming freshmen 
class 
Add Comegie units for middle school 
Changes Business and Technology requirement 10 
Technology or Computer Science ond add the 
odditionol technology courses thot con count as credit 
toward graduation 
Change passing assessment to meeting ossessmcnt 
reauircments 

Adopt chonges 1-5 as requested 

Additional changes requested 
I. Remove AP English Longuage 

Composition as a replacement for 
English II. This is •• incorrect 
statement. 

2. Add In the science Carnegie Units 
section: Spons Medicine, or Sports 
Medicine-Theory and Application I and 
Sports Medicine-Theory end 
Application II. These courses were 
not included in the original 
document. 

3. Add in the Technology and Computer 
Science section: Exploring Computer 
Science and AP Computer Science. 
Remove and any other computer 
science course to reOec:t courses 
approved by MDE and the 
Accreditation Commission. 

Adopt changes 1-5 as requested 



Appendix A-3 Career Diploma Option is no longer available for students entering high school 
due to passage of Senate Bill 2432 (Entering Ninth Graders no 
Ion er have thi.s o ti on after school car 2016-2017 

C. Graduation Assessment Ootion Clarifico.llon Lnngungc 

~CE 
Appendix A-5 Dual Credit Courses accepted for assessment requirement: 

Course English II assessment option - English Composition 
Identification Algebra I assessment option - College Algebra 

Biology I assessment option · College Biology 
U.S. History assessment option - College American 
History 

Appendix A-5 ASVAB Only the ASV AB will be accepted as nn assessment option for 
Clarification graduation requirement. The PICAT prescreened will not be 

ncceoted for 1his ootion. 

Adopt changes as requested 

Adopt changes as requested 

Adopt changes as requested 



D. New mdu11tion requirements for lneoming ninth gnders of2018-2019 

Appendix A-6 

N 
w 

Traditional 
Diploma 

Add new diploma requirements for incoming 91~ graders 
of2018-2019 

Add new Traditional Diploma requiremenls for 
incoming 9th graders of 2018-2019 as requested with 
the following ch1rificnlions 

Adopt changes 1-5 as requested in Appendix A-1 wtd 
A·2 

Additional ch.onges requested 
I. Remove AP English Language Composition as 

a replocemen1 for Engl.ish 11. This is an 
incorrect statement. 

2. Add in the science Carnegie Units section: 
Sports Medicine, or Sports Medicine-Theory 
ond Application I and Spons Medicine-Theory 
and Applico1ion II. These courses were not 
included In the original document. 

3. Add in the Technology and Computer Science 
s«lion: Exploring Computer Science and AP 
Computer Science. Remove aad 11ny other 
computer science coune lo reneet courses 
approved by MDE and the Accreditation 
Commission. 

4. For seniors thnl hnve not met the benchmarks, 
to qualify for early releose (work release) 
studcnls must meet the following 
requirements: 

o Haven GPA of2.5 
o Passed or met the assessment oolion 



Lim[!§ 
requirements for nil four end-of-
course assessments 

0 On track to meet the diploma 
requirements 

0 Concurrently enrolled in Essentiols 
for College Math nndlor Essentials for 
College Literacy based on a 15 ACT 
subscore 

5. The College and Career Rendiness course is to 
provide plnnning and instruction for 
postsecondary transition. 

a. Courses lhat meet College and Career 
Readiness qualification must be 
approved through the Mississippi 
Deportment of Education. 

b. Courses may be taught during the 
junior or senior year unless the course 
is taught through a four-year sequence 
and the student completes all four 
years. 

Appendix A-7 Traditional Add new diploma endorsement for Career and Technical Add new Traditional Diploma with Career and 
Diploma with Education requirements for incoming 9111 graders of2018- Technical Endorsement requirements for incoming 9"' 
Career and 2019 graders of 2018-2019 as requested with the following 
Technical clarifications 
Endorsement 

Adopt changes 1-5 as requested in Appendix A-1 and 
A-2 



Additional chnnges requested 
1. Remove AP English Language Composi1ion as 

n replacement for English II. This Is an 
incorrect statement. 

2. Add in the science Carnegie Unils section: 
Sports Medicine, or Sports Medicine-Theory 
and Application I and Sports Medicine-Theory 
and Application II . The e courses were not 
iodudcd in the original document. 

3. Add in the Technology and Computer Science 
section: Exploring Computer Science and AP 
Computer Science. Remove and any other 
computer science course to rencct couna 
approved by MDE and the Accreditation 
Commission. 

4. For seniors that have nol met the benchmarks, 
co qualify for enrly release (work release) 
studcn1s must meet the following 
requirements: 

o Have a GPA of2.5 
o Passed or met the assessment option 

requirements for all four end-of­
course assessments 

o On track 10 meet the diploma 
requirements 

o Concurrently enrolled in Essentials 
for College Math and/or Essentials for 
College Literacy based on a 15 ACT 
subscore 
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<\ppendi:ic A-8 

N 
0\ 

Traditional 
Diploma with 
Academic 
Endorsement 

Add new diploma endorsement for Academic 
requirements for incoming 9111 graders of2018-2019 

5. The College and Career Readiness course is to 
provide planning and instruction for 
postsecondary transition. 

II. Courses that meet College and Career 
Readiness must be approved through 
the Mississippi Department of 
Education. 

b. Courses may be taught during the 
junior or senior year unless the course 
is taught through a four-year sequence 
and the student completes all four 
years. 

Add new Traditional Diploma and Academic 
Endorsement requirements for incoming 9'~ Gl'llders of 
2018-2019 as requested with the following 
cloriticntions 

Adopt changes 1-S as requested in Appendix A-1 ond 
A-2 

Additional changes requested 
I. Remove AP English Language Composition as 

a replacement for English II. This is an 
incorrect statement. 

2. Add in the science Carnegie Units section: 
Sports Medicine, or Sports Medicine-Theory 
and Application I a11d Sports Medicine-Theory 
and Application II. These courses were not 
included in lbc ori2inol document. 



3. Add in the Technology end Computer Science 
section: Exploring Computer Science ond AP 
Computer Science. Remove and any other 
computer science course to reflect courses 
approved by MDE 11nd the Accreditation 
Commission. 

4. For seniors that have not met the benchmarks, 
to qualify for early release (work release) 
students must meet the following 
requirements: 

o Hove a GPA of2.5 
o Passed or met the assessment option 

requirements for all four c:nd·of­
course assessments 

o On track to meet the diploma 
requirements 

o Concunently enrolled in Essentials 
for College Math ondlor Essentials for 
College Literacy b~d on a 15 ACT 
subscore 

S. The College and Career Readiness course is to 
provide planning and instruction for 
postsecondary transition. 

a. Courses that meet College nnd Career 
Readiness must be approved through 
the Mississippi Department of 
Education. 

b. Courses may be taught during the 
junior or senior year unless the course 
is tauaht throul!h a four-ycnr sequence 



~~~~ 

Appendix A-9 

"' 00 

Traditional 
Diploma with 
Distinguished 
Academic 
Endorsement 

Add new diploma endorsement for Distinguished 
Academic requirements for incoming gtll graders of2018-
2019 

and the student completes all four 
years. 

Add for clarification requirements above !he 
Traditional Diploma Option 

• Earn 26 Carnegie Units 

• Earn an overall GPA of2.5 
• Courses must meet MS IHL college 

preparatory curriculum (CPC} requirements 

• Earn MS college readiness bcnchma.rks (ACT 
sub scores of 17 in English and 19 in Math or 
completion of appropriate Essentials of 
College Math or EssentiaJs of College 
Literacy with and 80 or above) or on the SAT 
as defined by lHL 

Must successfully complete one of the following: 

• One AP course with a C or higher and talce !he 
appropriate AP exam 

• One Diploma Program-IB course with a C or 
higher and take the appropriate IB exams 

• One dual credit course and eam a C or higher 
in the course 

Add new Traditional Diploma and Distinguished 
Academic Endorsement requirements for incoming 9111 

gmders of2018-2019 as requested with the following 
clarifications 

Adopt changes 1-5 as requested in Appendix A-1 and 
A-2 



"" "' 

Additional changes requested 
I. Remove AP English Language Composition as 

a replacement for English II. This is an 
incorrect statement. 

2. Add in the science Cnmegie Units section; 
Sports Medicine, or Sports Medicine-Theory 
and Applicot.ion I and Sports Medicine-Theory 
ond Application n. These courses were not 
included In the origln11l document. 

3. Add in the Technology ond Computer Science 
section: Exploring Computer Science ond AP 
Computer Science. Remove and any other 
computer science course to reflect courses 
approved by MOE and the Accreditation 
Commlsllion. 

4. For seniors thut have not meet the benchmarks, 
10 quolify for early release (work releose) 
students must meet the following 
requirements: 

o Have a GPA of2.5 
o Passed or met the assessment option 

requirements for nil four end-of­
course assessments 

o On track to meet the diploma 
requirements 

o Concunently enrolled in Essentials 
for College Math and/or Essentials for 
College Literacy based on a IS ACT 
subscore 



w 
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5. The College nnd Cnreer Rendiness course is to 
provide planning and instruction for 
postsecondnry transition. 

a. Courses thnt meet College and Career 
Readiness must be approved through 
the Mississippi Department of 
Education. 

b. Courses may be taught during the 
junior or senior year unless the course 
is taught through a four-year sequence 
and the student completes all four 
years. 

Add for clarification requirements above the 
Traditional Diploma Oplion 

• EDm 28 CDmegie Units 
• Earn an overall GPA of3.0 
• Courses must meet MS IHL Colle,ee 

Preparatory Curriculum (CPC) requirements 
• Earn ACT college readiness benchmarks 

(ACT sub scores of I 8 in English and 22) or 
on the SAT as defined by IHL 

Must successfully complete one of the following: 
• One AP course with a B or higher and take the 

appropriate AP exam 
• One Diploma Program-ID course with a B or 

higher and take the appropriate 18 exams 
• One dual credit course and cam a B or higher 

in the course 
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Appendix A-10 

Appendix A-11 

w ,_. 

Alternate 
Diploma 

Certificate of 
Completion 

Add Alternate Diploma requirements for students with Add Altemllle Diploma requirements for students with 
significate cognitive disabilities (SCD) only significate cognitive disabilities (SCD) only 

Chanae score from 3 to TBD 
A Certificate of Completion is not n high school diploma Pull for additional clarifications 
or an Alternate Diploma, but rather an acknowledgement 
of the child's participation in end completion of his/her 
Individualized Education Progro.m (IEP). 



APPENDIX A·l 

APPENDIX A-1 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD14 
DISTRICT OPTION 

Note: Ending wlttiiru;oml 1 .n)!lth.l!'i!!i~r~ q_t ~017- 018. 

Pole,ei This opth:m ma't' be eJfered lly dls\rlG'ts, bwt lt Is A9t re11wlred. 

Each student lf'aduatln1 from a secondary school In an accredited school dlstrfct will have earned the required 
Came1le units as speclfl1d In the followln1 table. Contents of each required and elective course must Include the 
core objectives Identified In t~~.M1s~Jssippi College and Career Readiness 
Standards. Course tltles and Identification numbers must appear In the current edition of the Approved Courses 
for Secondary Schools of Mississippi. (See 7 Miss. Admln. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 28, R. 28.2, R. 28.3.) Students enrolled 
!!l.Jl.rades 7-12 mav be awarded a Carnegie unit credit p rovld~.!!J!le.£Q!!r~e c,on~ent Is a ~arn!1gle unit bearing course 
lr:i the current edition of the Approved Courses for th~-~fQpdar Scl19ol~ or Mlsslss!,epl Manual. Enrollment In 
onllne a Rd Gerre&peRdeRlie Gewrses 115ted In this book must have prior approval granted by the principal. Ne MeFe 
tllaA &Re Ill ef ll:ie mlRlmwm re'IWIFed AWIMher ef wAlt.s may be eaFAed tlm~YBA 'eFApletleR ef aA apprei..•ed 
'8JFB§peAd8R58 &9WFS9, 

Anv student who completes the minimum 1raduation requirements as specified below and has met the 
requirements for adliev.ed a passlRg m ire '111-eac:h of the required high school~~pientJ exit e11amlRa.ieAs -h 
ellglble to receive a high school diploma. The local school district may establlsh addltlon1f local requirements 
approved by the local school board as authorized undlllr Miss. Code Ann. § 37-1&·7. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE UNrTS REQUIRED SUBJECTS 

ENGLISH 41 English I 
English II 

MATHEMATICS 42 Allebra I OF IRteeFated 114a01 I 

SCIENCE 31 BfolOft I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 1 World History' 

3 1 U.S. History' 
~ U.S. Goverrvnent 
K Mississippi Studles5 

HEALTH %11&1 Contemporary Healthu 

BUS I NESS and-TECHNOLOGY M 1• 1 lnfermatlen aAd 'emFAwRIGatieA :ie&llReletPt• 
Computer Science (lc:T) II er 1 SGiei:u;e,-l6'hRel9fPt•, li.RlllReeFIAg & 

MaU1eFAatiGS (S+EMI QF l :i:ec;l:tR&l&lft' i:ewRdaUeRS 

er I~ Ke•~heardlRft aAd !' '"mpwle~ Applh;.:itlensu 

THE ARTS 1' AR'/ apprevecl &00.000 lililtM&e 

ELECTIVES 4~111 

TOTAL UNJTS REQUIRED 21 
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APPENDIX A-1 

·APPENDIX A-1 (Continued) 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD14 
DISTRICT OPTION 

·Ontpt!O!oi:IW' y.tngh • ·amfl('M1' l9f\' Reae Rfl, aAd Ce mp8l'irl lOry Wtitli•g-m.1v R-0 r ·ttfff~ffl.---tfl~fltH-(4) 

Er!tJl~1 wurw.,...requlwG-/'aF-fl'.1~~f+-. l=le•Ne~1 .-4lle5e-c-eur~~ 11h'l'f b In lud •d· l\f•-ffilN-afl{~-eAe-ltilll-<4lfl 

ger1er- I t!le.:cl1,1.:! cq1.1freEl-lo'" ~~ -6egiAA ng..;ERoel-vear 2.Q14-20~. ompPM<lt-aty fRgll;h may enly-lK! 

ttikP.O •f- tl- .4" !dit...tJ.s1r~ng-E 1111h~tme 1c; lakeA ~~cllea!-year"""MVP-H~glt!'A Acf-Ml(.P ~g4sh- ~~-Gfe 

ac~eptM i•1 Ii •u of tl.tc Engle 1 I VIM#-E~llsR II fe~Vifefflei-1 M..ful-sk1den1s~nrolle<l 111l~P18 progAAm 

;GeAll)eAful l~·~"-M~h~R<Jli~ and- Ay-.ol~flpPJe11t.1~w9*tt•ma ~vrs 11li!V 1w 1 b 1nclud1!d ~E'-1&~ 
AlitH\1?-nld ltcHOU(~'!!i rt!Q U retl forifrafly;W GA, R9We\/~~~l3~ntlutkd in the- fou Ad-eAe kalf (4;?1 
aooer,aloi:!le£tives (~U fot'd fo .... gfi duaMJt..-Reglrm>ffg7(~ Af-1Wa4-2M5;-f II µ<!ll · 1t-&ry ·M'1!0tlFRil~<ltf-Gflly 

IHHa ' ~n I a <-11:1<1 IJ 4.>Jrln1rM;i t 'Kf1ur-se-*".:ikeA in-.ffie-s.1me-*'1J'*-'/eilf t>r,iAn Ag-!it:hOol;i .1~11 
eA-~r#le-eJf!All• . cle1-s.; al· It.~ ooe-H~-o th e11F-{4}-F~~fed-f~lh<.Jflla t~c+rour~es mu~ b h15h • h.lfH\lgehJU-1 
&Hl'lt-egr.ated-Malh 1 .--'J.h~ dtl wt1~m.1 ~ti~Uf~dfHI • !ieA--Whte* .J11:1 ~lg~ 1haft-A lgea~l-4lfe. 

Geemeu IA le[il(alP.d #1.!tll n. Al~:br l;-lfl~~. &-AElvaR~a-Mal~I j.IJu• . Algt!l7ril-l l~.-SAE8~ 

J\(ffi{I , fwlu- .-AP ~ ul1:1:. AH,-At>.f'ah:ulu&-8{, aAEl A? s1at1~li ovafl ed-Algel:u , T rigeAeffif!H~f'.(LGa~ 

Eff5(rel- Ma~l'>mal !H;-dn& Stalaj4b ffl !t·~ ~qur.-.Pi+1&R- IH.,;keA pr-iel'-ffH.f.'>~91 i!-OlG dt~OI ytM' n~ 

~-if-14}- ulred-1Aat#\ H~alic!. uw~.ffl 1 f'-ff\-Al'Ettt~~~e--stuEIMl-c-e~e.t~--Hw w~~ 

s~e~€(~F-Af.a1i11:1c,w1e-.&. fJ1.t l~u1g 1-& ll.-ff1et 1•ve-w1u~."°"~~~r.fM!t'FS-9~QGS, flr~lgehr , ~&A 
~~eeQFa-1, .}'(·9 okeR IA l~t!1~kth-ijt'.1B e~ .,)Hl~R~Ell . fe-Algebra i!fl+l l r<}R!l'i t al'Mfl 

A~·aH:1-fliH&Af;e1-i1Yailai>Je...lll~1 lhe ~l-lfH-4-«hOe~ear. ¥rl{'@l4l~'a b('-e<lrHefl ~V -.ev~1 tl:t-aAd 

elf,~~ f.et:+l 11e-wi th.s llOC:ll y~r 'G-14~~'1.S..fei:-t-he rouawlAg (91:1F!it'!>i ccss Ceempa :t-ea Mdd~ GfitEl~+rc; ;s.i; 

Ma ll=! 6raee 8, Cn£ Cempai;led Math r-aGe-·~Hw• l f:l-l+\1 1>gr.1 1 ei:I Math lh 3A&-«-SS--Ma1A·G cld 8 {wlU4·AlgebFa 
!f™i:titleAal) . MV.P...~l+Y;-M¥P-Alr.ebr.a II, IS.OP •'MtthtlffiTltl~Q..Q$1..Ma~~6-Hr18-t>P-Matttt!H>i! ll .ii 
Sktffieri. IR-f~~fl<ilflca l II d1~I are-allaw.:tbl~ math .m; 11~-E-011fSPS-h ~.+lhlf+.Al!Jebra 1-t r-.18 ~u~l 'i . 

1QA~+c.m~br{-OA ~l'i of /i~lerr c~ or l nt rodurt101H~S£~~-5eE&n 
C&A 113 l~Mg4o.'l<l-~·&hM-k>Ht>WIAfl~' (3;KOU~S ~- St.il'fl c •or AgricultuFWWIJtl • t~ 
a · P411if' e f Agrl 4tJi.lJ..EAy~ffiet\ I wo{~I u11llb rnc1y-Oe in h fol l&wl~~ !M:l~l ompl.:<e H• 
~11u.efl. ~- ein~ .w th allh~-.1 re Gllflic,1 ... ; •. - ~. ~~kl ret..try u. 
Robmic~1-q efi~ H:..-ir~r,- n.Polynier S ·errc~.-Hor-\im+li.tt~l-e ~ittilM+i:e--t-arnlsc11pe 

<>l'ld--°HJF gmi;'i, E11glP<?&fl~._El"F-A~lleU1lf?llleef n~11eep1~ . Healt~k fl6€+-l~'~fl f a£i!-9Rfl.fmplov1~l 
Sf( llrin4'4i>altff. S6l~. ~ all&wabl'!-.J.il&-&asea~Py si<:_, ~ «i~ACtK&~~re Plwsieal ScieREe;-thf:lml-sl.f'Y, AP 
Chem &Hy,.-Mysic~~y.sic-s. 81 AP-'2R\'SICS-<.:..-f~lflCllY and-Magn ti~ Ph·1<Sl !;S C Ml"EI); lit.! , mymer 
Sci nce·ll ·un~bo~-IA~ . ~--OP--AA'f.ll~H.··Is--OJLP.l'ly~lcs 111 fvW~~mi~Ad IS OP Bleml'l~·mav 

bi ac«>pt intlhw1o1~~e4 PA'f.Slcc1 1 SiileRE-e-EOur e;-for-.;tutllffit cnr.ol~~he-46·~r~~ P-&l<>logy 

,md-48-0P SIGIQg -ma~e.-a«-P.fJt.ed-iA-liw-eH!le-.8fatosv 1-tequlremen 1-oHtudAAt~~~-0gram. 

Effeelt~it~l--S!!IH,ol-'(f!itt 291~ I 4~~~e-#l~)-f'equtred ~lenEl'-Uf\i~Q+ci:l~~ie*Jgy.#-ff~e 

~rf'lecl- lty compte-th~g-Agft~h111e aAa Natwral Res&luee; I & 41~+cn~dil lllowockl:lall-be awardeEI feF Qraletw 
1 ~. · nd-0 11 Ml4Vi+Ere~ht-sMll-be a-... •arrJed fer BetaA'J'ri!Afklfli.'4\all-{~ 1eeit s.hil ll · bi>-aw.JFEl~~f*tfieAees 

in-SGkmctL ff~w>--wh~1-~~ gta8e1;.~ea Q.U-l~ntradunt~on-to-Ag~~~kelH he 
eigh1h p,-ra~ for C-{Jtnegle vni4-<~ . 

'8a&e4 oA U1e~a.u Ml~~Hll+l4/dlff.FHH»ewoRlrA-JUNer4<H~1s1-0ry c:an-0 c1Gcept~1Hleu et tf:l e i:e1¥1!11e(l 

Wo<kH -llSlory lr-om--th Age el EAllghlll'AFlr@RI le Pr esefft~w~lllted•S+,u~ Hi:.t-or~~€€efH~i'J..ffHletl 

& ~~('!Ulr-ed-Y4--Mtst<>r.y r~ee;H'ec-0A1.t H14l l 1 9A l~fE><;eA I EEl\HSC. o,. 0 . Ge~nmer1lamJ9elilier. -~-st.a~ 

~n-b~led·ln· l~ef Oli!·requlro~i~~er~S..O~r.t«»vel ~ Am111ic~s • k aceepled 
~~~~~u>i"-ed-U,S. ~ I G IOf'{<OUl-4(1 fe t SIWdP.AIS ('Rrellee IA lhe IB f)f.QgFan Q..DP H~~ory okA~~lis 

31iC@f:HeG iA ll eii-~f.-Wll"-fe(lull'~d Ml~slssi~udi~A~li/6~GeYeHlfllefl <O ii~ f~ 
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f'n,ollW.l~l'l~~Fefif.1~~4W ~~cept.ea.~~1r-e9-GoY~f.!1meAKeu• or,;toder I ~ 
+o "f'()iff•~8"pr~ffi""" 

·fltt-!- r dll <."lrncd-f~u -S!iJIU/l:Gc..il-G0""'1r~llflAAH-fJU~A~~+?f ~lclll? ~1~1:1•·Wrt<Me-t+uMk!rs l U<ieAl-wlr C1 

en ter~ Jfler th ~".lophomore .y1~1r..: Ml."Jnd- A-l~f-Ml~slssij}f>~\.l:IEl1er.,.e 1 ~ Mf:ll-5ttite-aA~E-al-G&vet11 nw:>11h 

11 ll~e 11.ws lef Ludent took St-a ce/Loc.11 Gov •mmenl e-0ur~ln4gr.aoo.le\li'Hl~~~f&.faM~llHFedll; 

1-h 1 11 y Ill r ont!--hall (' J urut !>Ona l-sl1Khtui.<i'oor.~<1~1~~1~1d---A4~~ ~~~k~r 
lh -ju11iw ye,ar may w bsi lute -itA'f oH •r- onc•-half !' ~ur jH;g~41ud1e?-'6~#t.~ \R eighth g,adC!fS-ef 
~ I ool y~r Wt :l4; Ml~sl slpp .l;tud c , nd l!ogr..-iphy-n ;1~~kAA~A-f.~gk1~8e iar CarMeie 11 ~It-: 

' tedll~Mned- rH·leal ll -are & Clinicdl Se1vlre~ l/H~ llh SG!enc"(!. may-b1>-ol~El-t»­
to-1neet-lhe.f:r.ldualio11 r.equ+1 en~nt l<H o"4H-iall t~~ 111\cgif!-umt..tn-+ieal~ 

' &uGE ; .r,ful ;01nj)let.<m-e IAG>lfr.-1 anu JAQTC II way t1~ , i:ce1.H~d 1n h 'ti on~aM1¥-~-~ A+ee+-H!e 
f:r!du.a110rl-l'eQ11irem 11-lor-011~ 1a lf.(',) C"'1rn~h~ u•1il .10 . .Hwlll-14>~ Ah:i A-m~.()..J-0+1~1-yeit -ilAEI 
the«>a~·rwhe+\-m<;irui:H 11111 .111;.J~-611 h!Mllh ''Ofllpooent. rH.·IW -JRf»t.-c-u~l'I 1:1lu 

1 ·...tfle+1 .• f..pK;f1 :k>11~y-i 114:eyboar-Oinc·dnd-Compu 1~ ApµI car 11 .K<~plt:>d In Ii v-0~1~ 1l~11+i~ l~ 

WElP.n ol-'ls-9 ~*I un u;...a 11y f...lh cour~ ~ h~li!d- n Ill flt~'11e~ > ond , hn11/~fflf'Wll~ tie'"h; a•1el 
v&e.lti<Hl I nf0Fmat io1, .&-~mputer ;J~hnO IOf.'V (~T) II •lhlV lie <re 'Pl'1d 1n lr!!u·of..fompvl F-Oti;ca>1ery A l'.arn~ 
~~eA~A&fflfW;-Enelne-t'!f nr,, MalhemahC? (STH/.) ori lhe 8'~ Of 91

'' gmd~rTH ' ~hi ''{ifil!htMl&R 

~ Rle++t. ~loey-fil+ff>dai-len pl.:u;eH;ompu 1er-Discov~v:·Kevbwrdlng u'ld.C-<>mpu 1 i>f-AppllC..ltieA~ 

~~f~a~1H~i~l Ill-When-la~ n o r,racl~8-I . MVP Gomµ ule1 Oi'>Cover-y.m ,1y.b,._.,.c~~~ 

{~mt$~1~.fer-~kfdeAl-Teflr-&ll~ fhlM8-r:>~m-

10Fket+wH+AI~ IA i)llt,oslev~ &A-ff=K.Ju~af.t~e.lpa\.lofHA..-ln~1:Aalast1 1h11H £ · 1 ni' ll~. baP<I. 11~•forn nnc • 
i;1:t0F.)I, eil1iuo aRd-UlOrc 1 k~ 11~t tl'le inS1Fllf?l+&l~ui~ l-!nfl'* lie!il n-«ie-RllleS~ r /1 11qh µ/1y~ .w1 edv oron 
S:mm~~ee 1:111 ti'le Mw~~1~eh~Eil-AlalY1lles· lls!t0£~tt011 · 

u fllilWReASllJH!~~mUy Rd--llffi•v~1 l-He31~ ~U!Feffl~~._."3, 

se~l;iP.:f4' , 

:car_negie uni!! earned for Comgensatory Ma\h~matlcs ou_12es;-cann_ be In lu ed as a of the four (~ ) Matti 
~r.negi e.J!!llls re uired for raduation· however I Rf'~e .i a1:1 r ~ei Carne it..\!.Olts earned for these courses ma~ 
Include ln_~h nt;?ral elec!lv~gra~~a .. tion regulrements. Compensatory Mathematics mav be taken only If a cred~t· 
~~![!£, ath coul}.~_ls taken In the same school year. CCR Mathematics Grade 8, Beadv for High School 
MM~mati and Foundatiqn of Algebra cannot be taken after a student has received a Carnegie unit In the CCR 
%l@HJ_cours_e.._ & leas1 two 2 of the four (4) reguired mathematics Carnegie units must be earned In courses 
higher than the CCR Algebra ! cours . Th -~.e~l;I~ f.9.r.!:!i h Schogl Mathematics course shall onlv be available for 8" 
grade or 9'~ grade students. Foundatlonu>f.~lgebra shall onl !J.!? available for 9'' rade studen _MVP G o~ 
MYP Algebra IL IB ·DP Mathem_!!!fil..!.!LQ.l?..Mathe~.!f§: II, IB·DP Mathematical Studies I. and !B·DP Mothematlcal 
Studies II are allowable math .. e.rnatics cours.es.hlgh~r !han AIK_e.ltr.i!J ]pr IB student . One 1 of thP f ur ii re ulre 
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Carneriie um s ror mathemqti( s may be.IQ Archltectyr.e & Orartinu if the student completes the two-course se~HJgn_ce 
for Archflectyre & Oraftini:U.1JI. 

'Based on the io11 M1ssfssi ,; Soetol SIUdies F(.(lJ ework, A.P. World History ca11_be .a.cc~J!te.rJ In lieu of the require~ 
World Hlsto1 from the A e of Enli htenrr~n t to Present course. AP UnJ!eQ.States History ca n be accepted tn liPu 
or the required U.S. Hi tor from Post reconstruction to Present course._A .P Gf)_v_emmen.t and Politic"5 : United State .• 
can be acce ted in heu of Jtle re uired United States Goverml.!fil!! course. A.P. Macroeconomics or A,P. 
Microeconomics can be taken In .lieu of thru f9.Y.!red Economi~s course. A.P. tW..i'lB'~.Q&raph ~a..!!._fil? acce ted In 
lieu of the regulred Geography course. MVP World Geo raphy Is accepted In lieu ofJh r,equlred GeograP.h course 
for students enrolled In the IB program. IB DP Histor of the Americas I ls acce tfilllri.l!e9 of t~e required U.S. HJs101y 
cOU! S.e fgr students enrolled In the rp proe.ram. IB·DP Historv of the Americas II is aq:epte~_in ieu or thLJ!!S ulred 
ty1 1 ~slsfil"1I:ll Studies, Economics. and/ or U.S. Government courses ror students enrolled In the IB_proB,ram. MVP U.S 
G9vernrn,g_nt Is accepted in lleu of the required Government course for students enrolled in thi; IB proar~m. 

':..(arnep,1.e unit~ . e'lrne." fpr .tiusiness Fundamentals or Busjnc>ss Fundvmentals II ma be acce ted In Ueu_of one -ha~ 

U·>J unit in Economic~ . 

"The Carnegie units earned for a StiltP./ Local Government course in any other state b•/ a_n u.~ :or_state transrer 
gudeN I o l'l!e!S aft r_the sophq_pore vear can stand in lieu or Mis 1}1i1JlJ!I Studigs or Mississ ippi S!!.l~JJ fl.d.Loca! 
Govem~IJ..l. J.l!h transfer student took a State/local Gove nmen CQ!!!Se i11 a rade level th id n.ot_,awartj 
~a.rnep,le un t cre.(11t, then 31)V other one-half (Yz ) unit social studies cQurse may be accgnted. An oul ·or-~ilte_ student 
who transrers arter lhg u.nlor .:1_ear may substitute a other one half Vi unit social stu 

7CaroeRle un~rn~!!J.n_H,!?althcare & Clinica l Services I, Health Scienc1•s !, or Theor and A lication or Health 
Scl§lices I ma~ accelltedJD ltcu or CQntemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for orJ.1~ hall l ~ l 
Carnegie unit In Health. 

tsuccessful complet ion of JROTC,: ~n~ JRO_TC U ma• be acce ted In heu of Contemporary Health to mee.l,lh_g 
nrnduation requirement for osieJ)al(_{Y.J Carn_ggie unit in In the 2010·2011 school year ~nd 
thereafter. 

°Comprehenslve Health or Famllv and lndlvlQ.ual.Health. rrieet he health e ulrement lr takt'n prior lo the 2014 -2015 
• hool ear. Th _l:{!]duatloo ceguifement for one ·hal(j~ unl tJn_ptiyslcal education may Include artici atlon in 
interscholas le thletic actlVities, band. show choir, dfil!f~_anq_JROTC that meet the Instructional regulrements 
specified In the Fitness through Pf1ysicol Education Frame~yf.Jf.k.ancJ th<H are sanctioned by the Mississinpl High School 
Activities Associa tlon. 

111The following courses meet the Carnegie unit requirement for Tecf'!.!!QIQ.&'lan\i .~or:n1?,!!ter Science: 
JCT I! (Information & Communication Technology II). STEM (Science. Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics), 
r<evstone. Technology Foundations, Information & Communica tion Technology, Profect Lead the Way Computer 
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1101 Ital Media may be accepted In lieu of the art regulreme t f r ~tu.d_!!n_ts. 

»ont• o cJ1L lective unit in physica l e_<!!,igtion includln,. p_arlic!J>ation.J!L.l!l terschqla~llc athletic actlv!tles. band. 
gerformanc:(' choral. show choir. dance or JROTC that meet the lns t ruf!J,Qn~I reg_u1rements weclfiecl In the Fitness 
through Pl>vsicpl Education_f!pmework and thilt ares nctloned by the Mlssl~iJIJ&h School e.c~lvitles Association 
may be ,rumlied each y_ear o the minimum 24 requi red state units. If a local dlst 1.~thas g_radualio 1:u~,guiremen ts 

~.!he state regulreme_nts th1• ma pward additional credits as outlined ii]_ he cal Board _Q.fl~y . 
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APPENDIX A-2 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD14 
End n with lncomln ninth graders o_f_2QP:~Ol~J 

i&NIQAi O~ &CMOOI. VEAR 2011 2011! (a Ad thereafter} 
{liAterlRg AiAlh graders IR aoos 20~9-aRd t~ereaft:er} 

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the required 
carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course must include the 
core objectives identified In the Mls&i65IHJI CiJHletJ/IJm N:Bmev.'6Fk&_.-Mississippi Calle , anti Career·Readjness 
Standards. Course titles and identification numbers must appear in the current edition of the Approved Courses for 

Secondary Schools of Mississippi. (See 7 Miss. Admln. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 28, R. 28.2, R. 28.3.J Students enrolled in 

erades 7-12 ma l>e awar.d!!d a Carnggle \J IJi l cred1l provided h cours~ content Is a Carner.le unl t bearin • cou rse ii} 
the current edition of the ~.Q.!m'...~d Co.urses ~qr Jhe Second;irv Schools of Mississippi Manual. Enrollment In onllne 
~t1F1d-EeHe!.pa11r.1 11<-e-~ OtJ~ e--; h lM 1ri 1~1 ·!. uook·must have prior approval granted by 1he principal. Na mera 
&JlaR ene (1) ef U1e FAiRiFAYm req1:1irell RYR!ber ef YAits ma•,· be earAell tf:lre11gf:I eem)ille&leA er aA a)ilpreves 
eerFespeRileRee ea1.rse. 

Anv student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified below and has et lli_g 

re uirem nl • for u·~ d-~~lllfl~'"°-On ·each or 1he required high school ~l-t> ~m~assessments Is 
eligible to receive a high school diploma. The local school district may establish additional local requirements 
approved by the local school board as authorized under Miss. Code Ann.§ 37-16·7. 

Beginning school year 2008·2009 a d endin with school year 2017 201-§~ and thef&J#!~r. all entering ninth graders 
{~1i r I !.ell i I yl! 1t-Wll-W·l+i1~H'4-will be required to have a minimum of 24 Carnegie units as specified 
below, unless their parent/guardian requests to opt the student out of Appendix A-2 requirements In accordance 
with local school board policy. AA'f"Shll'4~-ili ~1-Hf·#l~u rnrM nl< o f App!!F1di11 A-~il~n~Hi4.00 

lo complet th1~ gli1du. 11orwM1ulH>m Flt<ra~~ fl-Af;lfX'AG~...4-!-fl:>lsu cH>t1(~f>ll~ All students must meet one 
QI the raduat ~Qn optlo_ns ~~ ~i:!ecthed In the a endlce.s The local school district may establish additional local 
requirements approved bv the local school board as authorized under Miss. Code Ann.§ 37-16-7. _~0 E. lh1s o 110 
w1ll.n2J.Q&..1? b.e available tor ente1tng ninth graders after the 2011·2018 school ve~ r. Jll w wadualf...,o ... n ..... re~--=~~ 
will Ro into effect fOJS!lterJ.ng n r) lh Kraders for 2018 2019. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE UNITS REQUIRED SUBJECTS 

ENGLISH 41 English I 

Enallsh 11 

MATHEMATICS 42 Algebra I 8F IAie1Fated MaU1 I 

SCIENCE 4J BlolOl'fl 

SOCIAL STUDIES 4 1 World History' 

1 U.S. History' 

~ Geographv4 
K U.S. Government 

K Economics' 

K Mississippi Studles4 

HEALTH and PHYSICAL EDUCATION 11•• K Contemporary Health and 

~ Physlcal EducatlonK11 

g,,J5,,'5SS aAd TECHNOLOGY or 110 11ni1mRatleA and 'emmwnh;atleA l=e'hAelogy 

Computer Science l!c;fj 11 OF 1 fiGien1;e, :J:eliAAol98\'J liASh~eePIAi!-& 

MatAeMaU65 (i'JliMI er 1 "f'.eCRRlilleif't' 

Fe1mdatleM er:~ Ke•/b~ aRd :~ Gem~ 

Applil;a&i&R5 141 
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APPENDIX A·2 (Continued) 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD14 

Endfn with lncomln !!lru!:i grilders of 2017-lOlSI 
ifiNIORS o~ iCMOOL VEAR 2g11 aou 

~~AUi eraders IA :10011 2009 and lhereaf:ter) 

1!;arnegie units earned for Compensatory English cour~esr vH1p<lflSAtor.y.Ai>nd1~~-6fl~~'f-Wr~Ae-mnv 
ffillnot be Included IA-as any or the four (4) English ou1~e~ ~ne ce un ts required ror graduation; however, ~e 

£-Glff'tieS-( arner:le uni ts earned for these_i:ourses may be Included In the fwe-(.;} general ~1-iveselectlve graduation 
requirernen t~~~Ell+iKieA. Beginning school year 2014-2015, Compensatory English may &fWtbe taken only if a 
credit-bearing English course Is taken In the same school year. Accelerated English 9 can be accepted in lieu of 
English I. Accelerated English 10 and-/\P-£nehsh la11guagf! Comp~ tion can be accepted In lieu of English IL 
Beginning school year 2010-2011 for all entering ninth graders, English I is a required prerequisite course for English 
II. English! may not be taken after a student completes English II. 

1 a1ne le units eilmed for Compensatory Mathema1!c;-Lcourses,cannot be Included as an or 1h four !!!!. ri.a.a th 
Carne te units re ulr d [Qr radu!!!lon· however ~ oo r~-(;arr!_YpJ _units earned for these courses ma be 
Included Ir th~@Lel!?.£1 ive graduation re ulremen s 111~ a101 y Mathl'l~Jll !>, t"OducliG>n-1~~. 

dn~A~\1£'1t>~en tal ~a~6tl¥.,e..may·Aat-~~Mlueee h-1.th(l l0tir {4.4fla!flemallE'r ;euµ,~~mt!!I for 
gAJdliat'~eve-F-, ~ E&U~ ma't ·RE-IUEI 1 -the-flvt.- {. ), et\efal {!Jttc~iv ~lff1-l!d-~at-i&A. 
8 g1nn1ng-z;cheeJ.-v~r w 1q 29~&, Compensatory Mathematics may Mly.-be taken Q!!)y_lf a credit-bearing Math 
course ls taken In the same school year. CCR Mathematics Grade 8,.]gad Jar High School Mathematics. and 
foundalions of Ala~!!.ci!. <annot be taken after a student has received a ca.mgg~e unit m the CCR Algebra I~ ai: 
Int gr..11P<.l-M tM. ~RiRB sch eel 't'ear 2007 i!OOS{&filU-enW10~1gll t~r ade1s, a At least two (2) of the four (4) 
required mathematics carneg1~i;eu~_must be earned in a course hleher than \he CCR Algebra I~ 0r-
1nl gr~-Nl.11~1 6fJoeJw.o-w1th-Aiffiff~,:.i;~.aQlQ Wlli s.u.t\<e't' el Mat-Aemati ;aJ . Tti~('~ fflilY·flel-6 .-4RcluEU>f.I 
m th •.two ( ,!.)-m;ith-l!Ql FtiP ~""'4hr1A-Algi> w ~~emaliG~our~e& th<JI <an h~ t ·•h~n whicrh w 
h ghenhc1n Algebra I 01 lnwgr"1wd..Mal-h I Me. Geemet.fo/r~fltegra~Malh II; Al~ 1Hef:r<1led-Math lit, GSS 
Auvanc~d·Mal-h Plus, Al~ebr.a Ill, SA6~li:l-RE»1fi1f. Calew4~ ~l~lws AS, AF4;alc11lus SC:. and Al' S1.i-1is1ics. 
Advc11~~ Algi:!br-a, INgm\om~tFy,..flf!\-<C-ulsoh~~screte Ma11\eR1a~-Sf.at-i54le5-i'!"toeeHhiHequhemen1 if~.1kel'l 
P.J or t-0 th -W -21.H0.S£heol y .'IF> The Re d for HI h School Mathemal cs course ~h~Qnly be available for 8'~ 
&C~~ or " /_pde stude!ltS, Foundations of I ebra shall onl Q2 av Ila le for 91" rade s ~!:t .MVP Geometry, 
MVP Algebra II, 10-DP Mathematics I, IB·DP Mathematics II, IB·DP Mathematical Studies I, and 18-DP Mathematical 
Studies II are allowable mathematics courses hleher than Algebra I for 18 students. One (1) of the four (4) required 

P.rn.~~.eJJn i ts..for .mathematics 11rnH1 may be In Architecture & Drafting If the student completes the two-course 
sequence for Architecture & Drafting r & II. On lfl )..okoo.-feur-f4}4equ i:eff.ma«I m3't~l'likrffiay..ll i~UrYey or 
Ma~a.ic-a' ~vks, -tiow~1. <ht7 course di)(. o i\t~ ~feffi M-f& -admission 10 
11\~~tlJ I • AS~llet-le.lming €fl&t1o,tto-wllll-th~. ightl'l-gh1ti~~.llf~t-a,J+uA~UeMO·Alf:~bra, 

aAEI Alfleaf.tl-4 la'f-be-take1Hn--the--e1eJHilWad~ -fo1 ~mlc'gffH.lmt-eu.d ·~~lg~li4"~Ad 

Survey ef ~·A-.'lf.ReA\tll ETJl . .:r.eplc-s--.ar.e AO ~& .->vaifoblc- oh •Hhe JOlil 2014 sd~eel-yeaft f;H~n1;;..o1a~ 

~y-~eYeMI A~e""h ·gra<Jet llecwv itl\ ~ROf>4car aQ,1 11 203-§-ff.lr ~l:ie Jeltewl~O\!Me<&o:-GC-SS 

~f>U~~lr(;f..-id ~Mall) Gradi: 8.- CCS~emi>-n.~~raae-8-(wAA IAlegrate& Math4:·alld GG&& 
M~-Gr~lde 8{wltll A!ge~+l.adlt:t-Onal~·Efleet ~w lt+ihe- gn th •grad11~f 2GOS 2009, Ge~A1a~· be lallefl 

Hr#le eiehtl:1 cra~~ie-utt k!r«ll . flecllve with· 7'"·gmder!i o~OH H, .Pffi-Alg~g4?bfa-i~ 

u;+U~~*4~mfAUA~'4ol'He<hnologyr,.-antJ tlrst-ve.ar..fo rt!l.,,~OG--t1~may-be-+o~•~ '"·e~ 
Garoesie llAlt eref:lil pro1114'~FSe-C011tent-1s- i.e....,rn~ -llle-higl~o4oo~e. l"iffectiYe wi th 81~ ·eraElers el 
~~~EM (S&leA£.e. Ted'IAel9fl~I~ (T.-&-Ma1hemat1c.s) .and ecoAd-y~rP.lgR ll!Ag1tage A1ay-OO 
t~~ti. ~~rAegle HAii CFeElit-flHW~·«HH*"£°'• 1~n\-~ sam~~he l:ilgl:I scttqel eetlfse. 
E#feellYe w1lf:I 8' ~.a6e~~GH-2Gl4:-!A~dl:!~errto-Agr S£lt~n r.~1t-iay be tuke-n-fo~ Mef:MHIR14 creElil pre11IE#eEI 
"'~UF9fK-&A4eA t;..~he-&.~Mleel-Ei>l:lffk 
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' For sp('nce Carn 1e units. the follow1ne Caregr~nd Tec!mi!=al. CTE courses a be used to fulfill sclenr;e 
re ulremnnts r. r radua ioQ, GQne (1) unit may be In Concepts of Agrlsclence or Introduction to Agrlsclence, and a 
second unit may be earned by completing two (2) of the following three (3) courses: Science of Agriculture Plants, 
Science of Agriculture Animals, and Science of Agricultural Environment. Two (2) units may be in the following 
courses If the student completes the required course sequence ending with Healthcare & Clinical Services II, 
Aquaculture II, Forestry II, Robotics/Engineering II, Polymer Science II or careers in Polymer Science, Horticulture II 
or Horticulture Landscape and Turf grass, Engineering II or Applied Engineering Concepts, Health Sciences II or 
Workplace and Employment Skllls In Health Science, Sports Medicine or Sports Medicine Theory and Application I 

and Sports Medicine Theory and Application II. s-:-Effective w1~h_g:l19Q) .YeEL 2013·2014 u to two 2 or the four 
l4L~eQuired $f}.g_nce units excl din Blolo 1 ma b e!![ned by compfe!ln..& p,riculture and Natural Resources I & 
11._ Effectlve w.th eighth g,raders of school year 2013 2014, lntroduc.l!Qrt_lQ ~zrlscience ma be ta en In the ei hlh 
grade for C~gle unit credit. BftgiAA1AftSC-hEl9~-+003-2QG9-WF-al ~rAe itif.111! tri!dW5i-6A~-m~ 
iHl)t:>~a5e9-.plivs · c-a l ~cit-A c~. n~e uUewablP-lab-.&ar.e-lil-~% ~ ~r.ses.-aA? ~VSiE.i~ &f;O:ru:~,-<;luimls~ 

C-h ffi!Slly Pky5K>, AP ~kv;ic-s Q.,-AP...Phv (," M~y.~agAe~·~ A.P-Plly ~I ~ c - M c"1ames, Pal'fA leJ 
Se nee-11, and Ralio11 ~/l:l'lgin ~ r ng-11 . ~~'f'Sl&l;..JS..-OP.flwtt;i<*41;-MV~i!.try, f!REI 18-E>P-G\P.ml<Jpt-may 

be-ac · flle41 d allt:>WJbl1H l-Plld~~~ysii;; l-"'4:~t'-€w~ ,..fer. wElefll'r !'!relied iA 1f.le-1B pregru1 #8ielogy 
aM-18-GP-Bialee'f'l -mclV be- at. tt~t~ IR 11¥- e ~6-atfJlogy l~.i 0HiH1iJeRI'> R ull1uJ m " tf:I Fegcaw-
U ·Iv w ll+Htl-H1&l ,YEiar WB-14, up 1~1we·{i!M> e..kJuP~ettulfed-'5·€H!A ,.,._uRil., (eftchHliflf,-i:l4ale1w-1~ma~ 

t?a r~e&-ev :e~11'lleliAg Ag11n 1llurP.- · AEl -NafUf.tlJ.-Rl>56~'- ' & II ~Re (I) eraEl1hlllewffl ~tta l l; • awc1fEloo-foi:-6ieleiw 
l).;-Elne-1 a! i l'i l cr-eslt ~ ll lw <JWar{! eEl -lar-ea1..m.,...-aR4-~' ~ffeEll-t-shol~ dwartlefl le, elEl-tJ1fJf'r~~~A 

~~£.Ue~ e-w •~ EiflHt~·eraEler al '>drn Iv · ~~~ ~i&M&-Agf!S<.f A if!"mav a takeA in-1ru> elghlh 
r,.ade-'01-GJrRenie-umHreoit-

'Based on the 1011 Mississippi Socio/ Studies Framework, A.P. World History can be accepted In lieu of the required 
World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P .. United States Hlstorv can be accepted in lieu 
of the required U.S. History from Post-reconstruction to Present course. A.P Government and Politics: United States 
can be accepted In lieu of the required United States Government course. A.P. Macroeconomics or A.P. 
Microeconomics can be taken In lleu of the required Economics course. A.P. Human Geography can be accepted in 
lieu of the required Geography course. MVP World Geography Is accepted in lieu of the required Geography course 
for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas I ls accepted In lieu of the required U.S. Historv 
course for students enrolled In the 18 program. IB-DP History of the Americas If is accepted In lleu of the required 
Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students enrolled in the IB program. MVP U.S. 
Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for students enrolled in the IB program. Ell el ~ 
wM-eigc~1,A.g.r,;id"!f+~~~l-ye.1f.....!G-H- . ·Ml~iS-Slpf31 SIUdl~nEl.{;eegFajll\y-/Ad•( he lalieR IA ;t:ie eiglH~t'1Ele-far 

G.1,Flefil~R Hiw.:ll\., 

5Carnegle C+e+l~!:!..!ill earned for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals If may be accepted in lieu of one­
half (X) unit in Economics. 

6The Carnee e cwdl unil earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of·state transfer 
student who enters after the sophomore year can stand In lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course In a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other one-half (l1) unit soclal studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student 
who transfers after the junior year may substitute any other one·half (~)unit social studies course. 

7rarne.aie unit, Cf~i~ earned In Healthcare & Clinical Services I, Health Sciences I, or Theory and Application of Health 
Sciences I may be accepted In lieu of Contemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for one-half (~) 
carnegie unit in Health. 

•successful completion of JROTC I and JROTC II may be accepted in lleu of Contemporary Health to meet the 
graduation requirement for one-half (11) Carnegie unit in Health beginning In the 2010·2011 school year and 
thereafter. 
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9Comprehensive Health or Family and Individual Health meet the health requirement iftalcen prior to the 2014-2015 
school year. The graduation requirement for one-half(~) unit In physical education may include participation In 
interscholastic athletic activities, band, show choir. dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements 
specified in the Fitness through Physical Educotfon Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School 
Activities Association. 

1°The following courses m~~ ·.111e Carf!.egifLl!_nit reguiremenl for Technology and Compu!er.Science, 
ICT II (Information & Communication Technology Ill. STEM (Science. Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics), 

Keystone. gfhnolo • Fpu,ndatlons, 1'1f~rmation & Communication Technology_._ Pro1f!9- Lead the Wa Com utgr 
Science Essentials. Protect Lead the Wav lntroduqion to Computer Science and Pro1ect bead the Way Introduction 
to Engineering. ilflEh:!Alffli!ler-oomalft-eHEieRee eel:j~Exploring Computer Science, and AP Computer Science. 

~P,HIHcfi!FMsi~Atl ~"ir~ l.~nt-'ti~flali; lifr£.@fA ~eAE~idi!fl.C.O (}l fH&lt~ieM~ 

~~AGlagy is aeeeptee-IA-l~LH>f4l\e-FE1qui~~~EleF1l-ear~~iHf'hl-~Aelegv-flc~aeadeFR16 

eF-E<'ll'eet-~..J+AiEill·«H:1FSe-fel-akl~ei<-p~~£1v. l!ffecti>.ie-w~6';'eiiH912 2013, a CaFAegie-tiAi~ 
~~~lHlr>fenli;;i.ie~-&-(en~1mH~'-: atiaR Teci•nela<,frl-mav-~reee 1a 1ih.gfaEle-swaeR~aive-....~ 
seheel '/ear 21>12 i!Q13, a GafAegie-uRlt-efe0~-£+E~elene.e;-+ec-hRokl!ff.-EflgiAeet<tRg,-&-Ma~~c~}-mav-ae 
,1w.:il-Aer~81~ .,~nHIP.11 . I "1il ..ne-ac -~""' in li~u-<>f·f1MiJ:1Vll'r-~ver.y,- <;i~flie-\tAt'· ar 1~4 l1;t• 
·+i; ~~ .g'i.-eF-9'"-Gf<ld{HJ;eev...-~iii!'r-gfilallatieA req1;1 in.'R'W!fl~c.Jlnelegv-+EM:lf!Elal-iefls-r.efllaees-Ce~~ 
QisGe¥e~yheaJ~A~m19uieF-A~~eR~REHReetS-~is-gl'aEl~~FemMl-wheFHal\i:!R IA grades 

1+. ¥- .;~1µu«?r.-Qir..EeYt>r fllilY .i · efl leG iH .:1 ~-&f--faf!413ute.s:-.f,>i;<-ev_ e htaeFtH ~n:elll!d· tt-t dt)-·IB 
pF0gFa~m191:1t-er-E>iSEGVefY-FRee~~Ui;eR~l-ake1t-f1Aet-to-H\~.S~i-yeaf, 

!£!':=! I~ '-lt.ie lllffil:llHa+ie~ooJ~~EM .SciefiC~ flAOl68'h fAgiAeef Af "l~iffidtiC,,L 

~«'!Mr.+!;ih~<Jle ~ a . · Ar.-~fofffiat1e~.:g....~!itffli!t!i· 1+a lmwr:f!±!'i'tt+~~ -~e- ~ ~*!1.fJ.ul~ 
r.umc"-f4~AAk l.;.,..llHi &+t a~ ¥1f.F.&dueieA-{~61J1~ule1 -~~iE!flc:l:'.-in~o ~i"t-IAt+e(jo :t1e1~ 

~~ iRl' 1"I i'IAR-itA m f-_~l!l:l {li'( ;i;to?AE'#:fflU~ 

11 />@in in5-';d1eo.l.yeM~O Hi;-il~'l?.f'eaft • Olgltal Media may be accepted In lleu of the an requirement for 
students. 

uonly one (1) elective unit in physical education including participation in interscholastic athletic activities, band, 
performance choral, ~how cho[._dance or JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness 
through Physical Educatfon Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association 
may be applied each year to the minimum 24 required state units. If a local district has graduation requirements 

above the state requirements, they may award additional credits as outlined in the local Board policy. 
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APPENDIX A-3 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD14 
CAREER PATHWAY OPTION 

(ending with lncomln..11J:1!ri.~t1.J.r~~ers In 2016-20171 
SliNIORi OF SCMOOl VliAR 2011 i10U(aAd thereafter! 

liRterlRg ele•«eRth Brader' IR 2010 2011 aRd chereafte r) 

In 2010, Mississippi state policymakers passed legislation to create multiple pathways to a standard diploma. The 
2010 legislative actions created a career pathway to a standard diploma, with the goal of improving Mississippi 
sraduatlon rates and providing students with career and technical training that prepares students for postsecondary 
credential or certification programs and employable workplace skills. This legisla tive change created Section§ 37-
16-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, to provide for high school career option programs and career track 
curricula for students not wishing to pursue a baccalaureate degree. 

Enrollment in online iffiG-ctH . :rJJaRSen•i>-ffiwr~e;..listed in this book must have prior approval granted by the 
principal. NEMHore-11-ldf\ E!At.< ( l l al h t ... mlAtfltM Fl'!-l'~ ·~A1be<-ol-un l«, rl'ldv-b . 'fl~ tt.l~empl 11011 o f n 
aj)pf<We4aHespa.W~FIC:t:' c~rse, 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE UNITS REQUIRED SUBJECTS 

ENGLISH 41 English I 
En.tlish II 

MAlltEMATICS 3Z Al&ebra I '" IRte11Faled Ma&h I 

SCIENCE 31 BloloSYI 

SOCIAL STUDIES 3-.s 1 U.S. History 
M U.S. Government 
)S Mlsslssloal Studies 

HEALTH or PHYSICAL ~· ~ Contemporary Health or~ Physlcal 
t 

EDUCATION Educatlon10 

CAREER end TECHNICAL 47 (S.ltc:ted from Student's Program of St.udy) 

8USINliSS aRd TECHNOLOGY 1• ~AefQfW l'owRdatleA51 IRl9rFRatieR aR4 
or COMPUTER SCIENCE (;oFRFRWAh;aUOR :JeGhRel98'J' Oci:} 111 SlileR,e1 

'Je&hRolo9•1i liA.giReerlAg1 aRd Mathel'!atlc,;s 
~r.11.ppll&aUeR!ii aAd 

.... .... 
ELECTIVES 2~· courses selected from the student's approved 

pro1ram of study l 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 21 

NOTE: Mississippi's Institutions of Higher Leaming requirements differ from minimum graduation requirements for 
this diploma pathway. 
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APPENDIX A-3 (Continued) 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD 14 
CAREER PATHWAY OPTION 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 (aRll tl'leFaafter) 
(Entering eleventh graders 2010-2011~d U1 areafter .ending_ wltbl!:!coming ninth raders in 2016·20 l) 

Carnegie units earnc-d for 'Compensatory English courses. G4l~1MASaltlry Aeatl ifli",.afiB<:-f:IRl pP11~;He1y UJr l 1~"lfl 

cannot be Included In-as an• of the four (4) English E&ur-se5·Qlrne_gle unill._requlred for graduation · however 
Carne ie u ils arn d for h e courses may be included ln_l~J.imeral elec Ive graduation re ulrPment . Beginning 
school year 2014·2015, Compensatory English may only be taken If a c:redit·bearing English course is taken in the 
same school year. Accel ra ted En llsh ~~ accegted In lieu of Ertl?J!shJ . AcceJ~rated English 10 al'IEI AP fR 
Ir.a u eme;e · · R can be acce ted In lteu of En I sh II . Be 1 n1ng_school year 2010·20 for all entn in n inth 
~r~ers 1.m~l!sh I Is a required rere ulslte scor..e for En&!Lsh II . English I caono ,~i; ~aken aJter a student completes 
English II._ The two (2) additional English credits must be from the student's program of study which includes 
Technical Writing, Creative Writing, English Ill, English IV, or any college-level dual credit courses. 

zcarnei(le un1ts earned for Compensatory Mathematics courses may-gnnot be included in the three {3) mathematics 
rnu1~e~ CiJ!.P~gle units required for graduation,:._ however Carne ie units ear ~ fQ.r these courses may be Included 
tn the general elect ive raduatlon re9u1rqmenY..:.. Beg~ ~l-ye.af-2Q .t 4-WlS.-Compensatory Mathematics 
may eAly.be taken only If a credit-bearing Math course Is taken In the same school year. ~.PiMathfllll<>lics 8~ 

f.Q.r ~!!Rh School M~lhemapcs, and Foundations or Al ebra cannot be taken after ii sLudgnL.has received a Carne le 
ynlt in the CCR Algebra l~·ec-.ffi t~Hllf>G>Mlt.fl·I. For students pursuing the Career Pathway Graduation Option, 
at least one (1) of the required mathematics Carnegie units~FS+?'> must be earned In a cour5eJ11Bher thi!.!!,.abe11 
Algebra I &r--IAle&alff.Mattt 1 and selected from the student's program of study._ Founda\!Qnu>I ~l..&eb ra shall only 
be a~l!2!..nln th_grade stud~ 1 ke illlewa&IMJ1a!~~lv~+l~~-afi.e.A,wllk~..a1e igner-O~nn 

Af~~...()f-IAll?t}lcdlt!.:I Ma4-h I •1~:-Gl!61AAt+'fr'lnl~~gebf . Ateer-a~G-Mat4-1 · lll , cc s AdvaRC.itEI 
Ma~lg~u.~REB-MaHi Redt:ly, aJ(lulu ~;-AP-Cat;wlwirABrAP '*"'~~~ill-lsl c-s;-er-aAy celleg~­

l~~it-<~1 urvf!'f ~ Mathefflatical eplc!r1-AEIYam:~em~~k.\JIV5. 9lr.oete 
Mdt-11&milliHr<!AEI-' 1-a.1 1511 ·Ff.I H~I r~u re-men ~·flf4> ~ ~e 201& :.rn.M;-r.,d1ee~f, llect ve wH·IHJle 
e>&HA--e~t?t~f 004 OOS, Pu.•-AlgellM,-Tr-OA'liliaM&-Algf>~hl;-<IAG-A l geera I ma~~A-iA·l~e-e fo:Al A gratl -fe1 
~e-trAA-E~ ~ . ....f.f'.fU IW . lt l ~e.f:if:l:llkf{HlEl~t!. el·2GG8-~~RINflf ffli>'I' ae takeA i!Htle-eig~t A-grade- (EH 

~~~w~1t.-P!e-Al8*J'bl.:l·a1-111 'ans li&A te-AlgP.tira--aNH\o-k>flhl(lf.-avallabl~Gl4·~che&I year·. 
Gt'lfA~i~aorbe-eam9"l-&'f'-5eVeA I J.4 a REI elg~tA·Bf;Jdt!f~UP.~t.>-Wit~A~-yea 01q Wl S fet-l-tl&- l&llawlng 
((ltffSP.S CCS~El ·~~-7~S·Mad~ Gf~ 8. -(S~O'llf)Tl&k>d \ 4al:P. Grase 8(Wl ll~ lf!ieCfi!C:e<i-MaUi 
ij;.~(CSS M ;ith G~!w~'l-Al~1-a.1f-tr~itiooi!I ) 

1For students pursuing the Career Pathway Graduation Option, at least one (l) of the required science~!!r n_egie .unit~ 
00 11~must be a~earned In a course h1ghe.r th~n Biology I and selected from the student's program of study. 
lf..~enfi~A' ef st1:1El1•.ali&wfrrFoucieoce Ca_rnegie l!!1.'.\!. the following Career and Technical {CTE) courm 
ma b~d to fulrtll science re ulre ents for laduat1on:.one (1) unit may be In Concepts of Agrlsclence (AEST) or 
Introduction to Agr lsclence. and a_.-A second science unit may be earned by completing a two-course sequence 
selected from the following options: Science of A&rlc:ultural Animals, Science of Agrlcultural Plants, or Science of 
Agrlcultural Environment. Two (2) units may be In the following courses if the student completes the two-course 
sequence: Healthcare & Clinical Services I & II, Health Science I & II; ~ports Medicine or Sports Medicine Theory and 
Application I and Sports Medicine Theory and Application II, Aquaculture I & II; Forestry I & II; Horticulture I & II; 
Polymer Scilmce I & II; and Engineering I & II. Effective with school year 2013-14, up to two (2) of the three (3) 
required science units (excluding Biology I) may be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources I & II. 
One.{·l ~-v~ 11ll~;:ilf liP ~wa~deEl feF 8ialagy II, afl4..GA~tall1 :.t~er~d1l-Sh<1ll-be-..1waHl~~.~Re­

h~~> Hedlt sllan b{, waFd<td4f.l:i~~res-tff-Sei~Effectlve with eighth graders of school year 2013· 
14, Introduction to Agriscience may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 
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~AP U.S. History is accepted In lieu of the required U.S. History Post-reconstruction to Present. The third social 
studies credit should be selected based on the student's program of study. 

'The Carnegie Ef dit-unit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer 
student who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other one-half(~) unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student 
who transfers after the junior year may substitute any other one-half (Y.) unit social studies course. Credit earned 
for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals II may be accepted in lieu of one-half (31) unit In Economics. 
Hlt:cfivt> wil e1gln~1 g1" d~r f °"hool venr- 2 1 ~14,.Mi~-.1 ·, lp(li~1n• . . h t>~~ lfl1-<~1 1aR 1e A~riefl.l:e 
may bt< tak~n n O'•~ eiglHh-{lr11dt--for-CarnL'U1 -unil-cmdi!-. 

6Carnegle f H:dilunit earned in Healthcare & Clinical Services I/Health Science I may be accepted in lieu of 
Contemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for one-half(~) Carnegie unit In Health. Interscholastic 
athletic activities, band, _sl}q_w c:;l}C?!r and ROTC, if they meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness 
through Physical Education Framework, may also be accepted. 

7career and Technical Education (CTE) courses must be based on the student's program of study and should include 
dual credit/dual enrollment options as found in Section 37-15-38 of the Mississippi Code of l972. 

·===[i..!.l.~J~=::i~====>=====uu=~==i~..-~- .~d'i.-'am u1.er.:_S 1eJ_ !:'.t~l:!At 1 o l~, .J1r-01N:t 
Jl!ts'!!!:.:~~~~~!\!.!!fil!:!!:l:!!::!~!!.!!!~~~~'::fillfl::lli~l!:!;~!:,!tl!~Wd_y•IA\f~ol~.r;l!~ :lG £f48!~Ll.!:!8 . -Mlti-~ 

9Electives must be selected from courses related to the student's program of study. Credits earr1ed not approved 
for that student's program of study will not be counted toward graduation requirements. 

10comprehensive Health or Family and Individual Health meet the health requirement if taken prior to the 2014-
2015 school year. 
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APPEl\!Pl~ A-4 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD14 
MISSISSIPPI EARLY EXIT DIPLOMA 

~ru!ln_g _with.in.~_o!Jlln,g ninth graders In 2017·20181 
S5~10RS OF 5'MQQL VEAR 3913 3914 {aAd 01ereafterl 
ISF'ICerlAg AIAth 11raders IA :rou 2912 aAd-Ch&~ 

Qualification for a Mississippi Early EJCit Diploma signifies to students that they are ready to do college-level work 
without remediation and opens up a variety of education and career pathways within and beyond high school. 

In order to qualify for a Mississippi Early Exit Diploma, in addition to earning the Carnegie units listed below, students 
must meet college and career qualification scores in all core content areas on a series of end-of-course exams and/or 
the required benchmarks for college readiness on the ACT (18 In Engllsh Composition; 22 In Mathematics; 22 in 
Reading; 23 in Science) or Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL) approved college entrance exam. 

Enrollment In onllne and correspondence courses listed in this book must have prior approval granted by the 
principal. N .mo~h.1n-0nf'f!-~f-#~1Ai~11FA FN\l~~"'f-&Htfl4'rffiri -bfH!drned-throup,h- 0111111 1101 O· dll 

ppFOlt f.1-EGf.Fl'l.p Alf A~f4:\lll~ 

CURruCULUM AREA CARNEGIE UNITS REQUIRED SUBJECTS 

EN GUSH z Englfsh II (equivalent Course) 

MATifEMATICS 3 Algebra I (Equivalent CourseJ 

SCIENCE z BloloBY I (Equivalent Course) 

SOCIAL STUDIES zx. 1 World History 

1 U.S. Hfstory (Equfvalent Courses) 

~ Mississippi Studies 

HEALTH and PHYSICAL l Any combination of Health and Physical 

EDUCATION Education 

&.USINliSS 3Ad TECHNOLOGY..!>! I ~eloo•t' f;o1.1RdailaRSi IRJoFA'la"aA aRr;I 

~QMf.YIER. ~-C_IEl'!l_C~ GeffiA'll.IAl&atioA +echAolaB\' !lei} II; GF S;leAG8J 

~efW, GRgiRear1Ag1 aAd Matl:tematlGs 

~ 
THE ARTS 1 AR'f 3fJpFar.ied soo 000 G91.1f5e 

ELECTIVES 5 (Should focus on college admission or national 

certificatfon requirements) 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 17~ 
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Equlvalency Chart for Innovative Programs 

Authorized by the State Board of Education 

Equlvalency Curriculum Chart for MS Tested Areas 

MS 

Curriculum 

Algebra I or 

Integrated 

Math I 

Biology I 

English II 

US History 

MS 

Curriculum 

Algebra I 

Biology I 

English II 

US History 

Cambridge 

Innovative High School 

Cambridge !GCSE Integrated Mathematics I 

Mathematics I 

Or 

Cambridge IGSE Extended 

Sequence 

Coordinated Science I Integrated Science II 

Or 

Cambridge IGCSE Biology 

Cambridge IGCSE English Integrated English 

Language Language II 

Cambridge IGCSE Integrated History II 

American History 

Equlvalency Test Chart for MS Tested Areas 

Cambridge 

---· 
Cambridge Mathematics 

End of Sequence Test 

Coordinated Science I or 

Cambridge IGCSE Biology 

End of Course (EOC) Test 

Cambridge IGCSE English 

Language EOC Test 

Cambridge IGCSE 

American History EOC Test 

Innovative High School 

PLAN or ACT 

PLAN or ACT 

PLAN or ACT 

PLAN or ACT 

Quality Core ACT 

ACT Qualitv Core 

Algebra I 

ACT Quality Core 

Biology I 

ACT Quality Core English 

II 

ACT Quality Core 

American History 

Quality Core ACT 

-·-
ACT Quality Core 

Algebra I EOC Test 

ACT Quality Core 

Biology I EOC Test 

ACT Quality Core English 

11 EOCTest 

ACT Quality Core 

American History EOC 

Test 
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Appendix A·S 
ADDITIONAL OPTIONS IN LIEU OF SATP 

7 MISS. AOMIN. CODE PT. 3, CH. 36, R. 36.4 (EFFECTIVE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR) 

7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 36, R. 36.4~ provides approved options for students to meet high school 
end-of-course Subject Area Test requirements for sraduation through approved alternate measures. 
S~ Beard Peli~4- 7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 36. R. 36.5 applies to past, current, and future 
graduates and allows a student to meet the graduation requirements once he or she has failed to pass 
any required end-of-course Subject Area Test one (1) time. 

The following graduation options provide opportunities for students to obtain a certain score or 
level on the ACT, ASVAB, ACT WorkKeys, MS-CPAS2, or other state-approved industry 

certifications. Students also may o_btain a grade of "C" or higher in a dual credit/dual enrollment 
course, corresponding to the EOC assessment that was not passed. 

Notes: 
• ACT sub-scores resulting from non-college reportable accommodations can be used for 

graduation options, but the scores are non-college reportable. 
• ACT sub-scores resulting from Residual ACT Testing cannot be used for grnduation options. 
• This option ls available regardless of when the student took the SATP2. PARCC, or MAP assessnients. 

• The college cred it opt ion is onlv applicable if the student is enrolled in high school and college at the 
same time. 

• The Graduation Options listed below are applicable to anv Subject Area Testing Program assessment. 

--
Assessment Options Math Science English Social Studies 

ACT 17 17 17 17 
Dual C or higher in C or higher in C or higher in C or higher in ~ 

Credit/Enrollment MAlEFeait BIQ EFeait ENG EFeait ereElit lileaFiAg 
beariRg ee1:.rse l:>eariAg eewrse beariAg cewrse ~American 

College Algebra College Biology English Comp I History 
ASVAB ASVAB (PICAT prescreen scores are not allowable) score of 36 plus one 

+ (1) of the following: 
MS-CPAS2 1. CPAS score that meets the attainment level assigned by Federal 

OR Perkins requirements OR 
Industry Certification 2. Earn approved Industry Certification specified in the Career 

Pathway's Assessment Blueprint 
AO Work Keys WorkKeys Silver Level plus one (1) of the following: 

+ 1. CPAS score that meets the attainment level assigned by Federal 
MS-CPAS2 Perkins requirements OR 

OR 2. Earn approved Industry Certification specified In the Career 
Industry Certification Pathway's Assessment Blueprint. 
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Concordance Tables 
7 MISS. ADMIN. CODE PT. 3, CH. 36, R. 36.2 (EFFECTIVE 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR) 
Concordance tables provide opportunities for students who do not obtain a passing score on an 
End of Course (EOC) assessment to utilize a different graduation option, using a combination of 
the assessment scores with the final course grade. The tables provide the final course grade 
required to use with the scale score obtained on the EOC assessment. Districts are to use the 
concordance table specific to when tne student took the assessment. 

MAP English II (Senior Onl Retest & Spring 2016) 

Concordance Table Scale Score 

Grade 1049-1048 1047 1045 

A PASS PASS PASS 

B PASS PASS 
c PASS 

D PASS 
The passing score for MAP English II is 1050. 

MAP Algebra I (Senior Only Retest, Fall 2016, Spring 2016) 

Concordance Table Scale Score 

Grade 1049 1048 1047 1046 

A PASS PASS PASS 

B PASS 

c PASS 
D PASS 

The passing score for MAP Algebra I ls 1050. 

MAP Fall 2016-Engllsh 11 

Concordance Table Scale Score 

Grade 1048 1046 1045 1043 

A PASS 
B PASS 
c PASS 
D PASS 

The passing score for MAP English II ls 1050. 

48 



APPENDIX A·S 

PARCC Fall 2014 & Sprln 

Concordance Table Sale Score 

Grade 724-722 721-719 718-716 715 

A PASS PASS PASS 
1--------~------~~-------+--~ 

B PASS 
C PASS 

0 PASS 
The passing score for PARCC English II is 725. 

PARCC Fall 2014 & Spring 2015-Algebra I 

Concordance Table Scale Score 
I--- - - --

Grade 724-722 721-719 718-716 715 . 
A PASS PASS PASS PASS 
B PASS mmm___, 
c PASS mmm 
D PASS ' I .___ ___________ -- - - - -

The passing score for PARCC Algebra I is 725. 

SATP2 English II 

Concordance Table Scale Score 

Grade 644-Ml 640-639 638-637 636·&35 

A PASS 

B PASS 

c PASS 

D PASS 
The passing score for SATP2 English II is 645. 

SATP2 Algebra I 

Concordance Table Scale Score 

Grade 646-644 643--642 641 64CMi39 

A PASS PASS 
B PASS 
c PASS 

D PASS 
The passing score from SATP2 Algebra I ls 647. 
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SATP2 Biology I 

Concordance Table Scala Score 

Grade 644-640 639-637 634-632 

A PASS PASS 

8 PASS PASS 
c PASS 
0 PASS 

The passing score for SATP2 Biology I is 645. 

SATP2 U.S. History 

Concordance Table Scala Score 

Grade 640-637 636-635 634-633 632-631 

A PASS PASS PASS PASS 

B PASS 

c PASS 

0 PASS 
The passing score for SATP2 U.S. History is 641. 

7 MISS. ADMIN. CODE PT. 3, CH. 36, R. 36.3 (EFFECTIVE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR) 

Composite (Combined) Score 

Composite (Combined) Score Calculations provide opportunities for students who do not obtain a 
passing score on one or more EOC assessments. Students may utllize an additional graduation option by 
taking the average of all EOC assessments and achieving a minimal combined score of 646. Scale scores 
from the PARCC and MAP assessments will need to be transformed according to the guidance provided 
in Sections 1, 3, and 4. 

Section 1. {PARCC and SATP2 Assessments} 
I. Calculate the Transformed Score for the PARCC assessments by using the following 

formulas: 

• To transform a PARCC Algebra I Score: 
Student's PARCC Algebra I Scale Score - 78 points 

• To transform a PARCC English II Score: 
Student's PARCC English II Scale Score - 80 points 

II. Calculate the student's composite (combined) score by determining the average score 
across all four assessments. 
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Test Score Transformation Transformed Score 
Algebra I (PARCC) 723 723-78;: 645 

English II (PARCC) 724 724-80= 644 
Biology I (SATP2) 652 652 

U.S. History (SATP2) 644 644 

Average Composite (Combined) Score = 645 + 644 + 652 + 644 = 2585 = 646.25 = 646 
4 4 

Section 2 (Only SATP2 Assessments} 

I. Calculate the student's composite (combined) score by determining the average score 
across all four assessments. 

,...... -
Test Score 

Algebra I (SATP2) 650 

English II (SATP2) 647 
Biology I (SATP2) 656 

U.S. History (SATP2) 638 

Average Composite (Combined) Score = 650 + 647 + 656 + 638 = 2591=647. 75 = 648 
4 4 

Section 3 (MAP and SATP2 Assessments} 
I. Calculate the Transformed Score for the MAP assessments by using the following 

formulas: 

• To transform a MAP Algebra I Score: 
Student's MAP Algebra I Scale Score - 403 points 

• To transform a MAP English II Score: 
Student's MAP English II Scale Score - 405 points 

II. Calculate the student's composite (combined) score by determining the average score 
across all four assessments. 

Test Score Transformation Transformed Score 
Algebra I (MAP) 1048 1048-403;: 645 
En lish II (MAP) 1049 1049-405;: 644 
Blolo y I (SATP2) 652 652 

U.S. History (SATP2) 644 644 

Average Composite (Combined) Score = 6:45 + 644 + 652 + 644 = 2585 = 646.25 = 646 
4 4 

51 



APPENDIX A-5 

Section 4 (PARC~ MAP, and SATPZ Assessments) 
I. Calculate the Transformed Score for the PARCC and MAP assessments by using the 

following formulas: 

• To transform a PARCC Algebra I Score: 
Student's PARCC Algebra I Scale Score - 78 points 

• To transform a PARCC English II Score 
Student's PARCC English II Scale Score - 80 points 

• To transform a MAP Algebra I Score 
Student's MAP Algebra I Scale Score - 403 points 

• To transform a MAP English II Score 
Student's MAP English II Scale Score - 405 points 

Calculate the student's composite (combined) score by determining the average score 
across all four assessments. 

Test Score Transformation Transformed Score 
Algebra I (PARCC) 723 723-78= 645 
English II {MAP) 1049 1049-405 = 644 
Biology I (SATP2) 652 652 

U.S. History (SATP2) 644 644 

Avenge Composite (Combined) Score = 645 + 644 + 652 + 644 = 2585 = 646.25 = 646 
4 4 

Calculate the student's composite (combined) score by determining the average score 
across all four assessments. 

Test Score Transformation Transformed Score 
Al ebra I (MAP) 1048 1048-403 = 645 

English II (PARCC) 724 724-80= 644 
Biology I (SATP2) 652 652 

U.S. History (SATP2) 644 644 

Average Composite (Combined) Score = 645 + 644 + 652 + 644 = 2585 = 646.25 = 646 
4 4 
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APPENDIX A-6 

APPENDIX A-6 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD 14 
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA 

(fntetinn ninth eracll!rs in ~()1~.~~Q.lJJ and thereafter! 

Each ~t4den l graduating from~fQ..ndati'. ~cl).r;>ol i_n an a~credlted school d1s1nct wlll tiave earned the required 
CarnP. 1e tr.nit a s ~ 1fled in the fol owi . ta I . Con .. ~~n t o.f_~ .)~ h .req u[_l'ed and elec1lve course must Include the 
corr: objectives Identified In the M1ssissipp1 College g!J§_Corei:t;:Reodines} Stand.rd . Course !ltl and 'd ntiOgition 
numb~s must a ear In the urren edi ion of thg ~pprayed. Course~ far Secqndary Schoo/s o M1 sis ·; 1. See 7 
Mill· AdmlrJ. Code Pl. 3. Ch. 28. R. 28.2. R. 28.3. S udJ?nls_enroll~d..!.~ ... 8@5!..es 7 - 12 ma be awarded a C~rn~ 
!!_nit er di rovid• the course content Is a Carnegie uolt beartr:i.E:..fP.lJrSe JI'.' he curreQLedltlon of the AJW!.Q.yed 
Cours s r J the Secondary Schools of Mississippi Manui,!J ._gp rol!l!!fr~tJn on.fine courses fisted in this book must hav~ 
rior a ,roval ranted b the prindQ.& 

13 1nni11 . school year 201~ ·.?019 and thereafter, all en term nmthJllilders wlll be required to havgj!Jllrnimurn 
of 24 Carnec e units augJ!clfie~l_b!! low. Stl~dent may earn one of the followm endorsements to be added to th~ 
traditional di lom!l,;_ Q!r_ggr_9rrd_l;echnical ... E1JdOrsement, Academic Endorsement. and/or Dlstlneulshed Academj~ 

Endorsemerit._l11~Jo.i;iJ!.$hQ.ol _dlstricl mi!.'/ es ab)Jfil additional ocal re ulreme ts approved by the local scl1C!Q! 
board as authorized under Miss Code Ann. . ..§ 3) ·16·7: 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNE IE NIX$. RE UIREOSUBJECTS 

ENGLISH 1! English I 

English II 

MATHEMATICS 42 Algebra I 

SCIENCE 3~ Blolog:,: I 

SOCIAL STUDIES ~-·~ 1 World Historv4 

l U.S. History' 

J1 U.S. Government4 

>l Economics~ 

~ Mlsslssl~~I Studles6 

PHYSICAL EOUCA! ION .sz ~ Phvslcal Education 

tlM!ltl ~~ Zi Contemeoran:: Health 

TECHNOLOGY or COMPUTER SCIENCE !2 

THE ARTS ! lQ 
COLLEGE and CAREER REAO l~ESS !!! 
ELECTIV~S s.s 
TOTAL UNITS BEQUIREQ 24t2&U 
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APPENDIX A·6 (Cont inued) 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD 14 

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA 
{Enterin nlnt raders In 2018-2019 and therga~r} 

1Carnei>._1~ units_earr:ied fQr Compensatory Mathematics courses cannot be ln~luded as il!!Y of the four 4 Math 
~~r.D.€!1 e_unlts r~qulf!!l! l.2!.. radua I n· however Cameale units earned for hese courses ma be included i~JhF; 
general electLve a911.ati(Jn requlrgme1m. Comoensatory Mathematics may be ta~en.f>Dlv if a credit ·bearint Math 
course Is aken 'n_the_same ~t;!)ool ear CC Mal ema 1cs Grade 8 Read for Hi&h School Mathematics. and 
Foundatlo~f ~Jgeb_ra cannot be taken after a student has received a Carnegie unit In the CCR.Al ebra I cours . At 
least lwo 2 of th~ fgur (4J rggulred mathematics C.:irnegie units must be earned Ip coursC!s hi her than the CCR 
Alnebra I course. The Ready for High School Mathem res ou~~ i.1!!111 onl be available for _8'" grade or 9" rade 
students. Founda,lli>ni.J!l~fili:b ra shall~ be avail ble for 911 rad~students . M Geometry, MYf-1 Al ebra II IB 
DP Mat ematics I IB·De.Jy1athemaJ1csJ.1 IB ·DP Math_~1a t!cal Studies 1. and IB DP Ma.t11ernatical Stu les II ar~ 
allowable math~mallcs cour~es higher than Algepra I for IB sludgnts. One (11 or the fourJ9l reQ1,11red arn ie unit 
for~\tematics may be jn Ar~l11tecture & Drart1oe If the student com letes the LW.O·CQ.urs.!? _sequence for 
~~Qi.tecture & Drafting I & II. 

48ased OD the 20ll Miss1ss1µpl Social Studies Frame'li!}f i; .. P.._World HIS~.Q!Y, ca b acce t d In lieu of the re ulred 
World Hls~or~ from lhc Age or Enlightenment to Presentgi_urse. A.P_.J.!.nlted States H1storv can be acce ted In lieu 
of the required U.S. History from Post-reconstruction to P 1 ent cour e. A.P GovernnieQt anl.l Politics;_ United Stat!:~ 
can be acceuted In lieu of the required United States Go,v.ernme!!! tQurse. 18·DP Histor of the Americas I ls acc~P,._teg 
in liey of th.~ eguired U.S. Hist c urse for students enrolled In th~B.pro_gram . IB DP Histor,v of the Americas 11 ls 
acceQ!£d in lieu of I e re ulred Mlsslssl .i Studies. Econorpt~ _ansJjor U.S. Governme'!LlQIJrses for student~ 
e'!,f_olle~ In he 18 ro am. MVP U.S. Government Is acce t~QJnj!evJ:lf.the r~uired Governm_gnt course for studenll 
!ill!flllgQjn_the 18 prog@m.. 

1Cai.n.ea•e ci:ed1t earned for Business Fundamentals or Business ~undamenJ~l~JLmav be accepted In heu of one-half 
(~_unitJ!LEconomics. A.P. Macroeconom1cs or A.P. Microeconomics can beJaken in lieu of the regulrgd Economics 

~ 

Illas/as/pp/ Public School Accountablllty Sfllnd11rds, 2017 
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APPENDIX A-6 (Continued) 

GRADUATION RE UI EME~.~ 

STANDARD 14 

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA 
Enterlrut!!!nth raders In 2018-2019 and thereafter) 

''The Carne 1e cr r.d1 t ~rn d for a ~i!le/local Government course In any other s ate a out-of-slate transffil" 
student who nt r arter th so homer Ci!.!.£.<_m stand In hgu of Misslsslapl.~1.YilJg~_r M~l}~ru>l_StgJe.and Lo a 
Gove nme t. If the transfer st rwn !OO .!_Sta ~s.a l_Governmfil>L£Q!!.!2~ in a rade eve! that di fl.Ql award 
£arnc11ie unit credit, then anv oths r on ·h!)lf !Ii unit soch:.il ~ udles course ma be accep ted. An out·of:.state ?tu dent 
who transfers af tef the junior ar ma substitu te any othfil' o ~half '•I unit social studies course, IB·QP J'l lg Q.r,y_or 
the Amencas II Is ;iccepted In lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, F.conomlc~ antJjor U.S. Government course~ 
for students enrolled In the IB progran1, 

Carne le_credrt ear.riedJ ri. Healthcare & Clinical Servi es I, Hea lth.!..-"c!:!f~en~c~e~s..!.l ...:o:::.!r-1.!=~.!!.!.l.~:.t!.I.!==~~~~ 
~J!inces I IJl!l.YJ>e_acceµted In lieu of Conte_lllPOran Hea l~h to meet the raduation re uireme it l r one half v, 
~!l!n~nie unit in .. lt~alt h Successfu l completion of JROTC I and JROTC II may be accep ted l~u of Contem 
tiealth to meet the eradua\ioo reg1,11remen!J9r_gne~half (Y,j_ arnepje unit ifJ. Health. 

11101 Ital Media ma. be accepted in lleu of the art reoulremen l~dents, 

11 The College and Career Readiness course Is fe~!!!~!ll.~Aless. ~~EleRi ~~~P-ria thP.-StuElefH!.!; 
1ffi!th1alieA ceheFt. f:eHS'!ffcfflwale~. lhis cewrse may be \atig!it-tklf.IF!fr«:I~~~™' 0~1 ' ti~ <.>ar-. 

~ ~e-iEleRtif4eEI EluRAe=ffie ~l'H849~eal~r-dp_p~_ov1q~_£@nnlng and 
instruction for postsecondary transition Courses that meet College and Career Readiness must be approved 
through the Mississippi Department of Educ-ation. Courses may be taught during the Junior or senior year unless 
the course is taughJll}.r_ou&t!_a four-vear sequence and the student completes <1 11 four years. 

11Addlt1on I re ulrements above the .24 Came 1e Unit. and h as es ment re uirements include: 

• Stud nts mu tjp~Qti fy_an_eruforsem_ent area rlo.r to entering, 9' grade. Endorsemcn1 requirement can 
onl be h~_ggct_wi th_parental 12ermission this Includes dropplni! the endorsement 10 earn only the 
Traditional diploma 

! £Qr e rl release swttrn'j-ffit!sl:fflm£-elleee et CareeHWMhn~mar-k!.4t!Ol llow-stud!ffttfi4:G 
dlt~A@ PUiSeE1;1AtfaFV wi!l! 1;1 11c r.etRe&!a1i9A &f Elemif!ma1e W9ffl:~~u ~ff»Y!~~~~dents must megt 
College and Career Readiness benchmarks of 17 in English and 19 In Math on the ACT sub-score OR earn 

Mlalsslppl Public School AccountablNty Stant»rrls, 2011 
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a Silver level on the AO WorkKeys suite of assessments. For seniors that have not meet the benchm;Jrkb 
!Cl..fill.alilvQ.r:g~rJUete~s~ {wgrk.r..elei]seJ ~tud~nJ:.S_'!ll!SJ. meet the following requirements: 
Have a GPA of 2.5 and have passed or meet the assessment oplion requirements for all four end-of-course 
assessments 
Are on track to meet the diploma requirements 

!...._.~r-~_\:!JQ.~\tff_entlv._eriroll~t;l in.the approptl~!~ .. { ssentials for Collel!e and Carser Readinr•ss Class 

' Add1tlonal recommendations In t reouireingn.ts)..a.!)9,ve_!he 24 Ca rriegi~nlts i!nd assessmea.t re ul ementj 
include: 

!__ FQL.earl _graduation, a student should successfu lly complete an area of en_dortem,!'n! 
• Students ould take a math or math eau1valency senior year 
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APPENDIX A-7 

APPENDIX A-7 
GRADUATION RE UIREMENTS 

STANDARD 14 
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA WITH CAREER ANO TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT 

l_Enterin_g ninth grad~~~ in 2018·2019 and thereafter) 

--=~=~~n~l.Jl@qyatint from a secondary school m an accredrted school dJSYtct will have ~~ r_ned t ere uired 
Carne i · nits ~fled l.!I_ the followJng table. Contents of each reouir:..~~ and .el ect1v~ .course must jnc!ude thr; 
~' _Q.Qjp.s;tlves ldentlOed l!!Jlle fsslssiµpi Colleae · and Career-Readiness Standards ~01m~ titles and Identification 
!!!J..mbers mus! ear !n the curr('nt ed!!!.Q.n_gf.Jhe_App1oved Courses for SecondgfY.. Scllaols o[ M1 srssi P-_ /. See 7 
Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3. C~. 28, R. 28,l._R. 28.3.) Students enrolled In grades 7 - q mav b,e awarded a Ca ne e 
~redil rovid~hg~t;>.J!{:;_~_cQ_nlgnt is !!_ Carne ie ynll bearing _~~ 1.n1he current ed111on of the A rovt:!d 
Courses for the. Secondary Schools q[ Missis~.LMa.m1al. Enrollment in onllne courses lls~ed In tlilt't.book must h~ 
rlor a roval ranted b the >finc1 Jal. 

!D, order to earn the Career and Technical EndorsPmenl a tudent mu~L complete the_ minlfl.ll!.m ra,9uat ion 
re uirements as s ecified below eel the re uirements for e h_Qf the re u1r hi h chool aJ!~~r.JJ.ej1 t $_and 

cor!!Jifete all career and 1echnical endorsement addi11on.!ll..!. ulr~~·.1t~ local school d istrict mE .r: tablish 
additional local requir mcwu.J!pprqyed by the local school board as authonzg~_!:!.nder Miss C de A n. 37-16·7. 

Be innin school e r 2011!. 2019 and thereaf ~r all~11ter in.B ninth graders will be re ulred to hav • a mlnlmum...Q_f 
26 (arnegie unl!s as spec;if1ed below to eaw.~..Iraditional Oiplol)la with a Career and Tee nic I Ender ment. The 
!9 <.1! .s:J1g_9JJ!!.stric ma establish additlo al local re ulrOm_fill ts a lfilOved by the loci!I school board as authorized 
under M iss. Code Ann. § 37-16· 7. 

-...A:4 !SU 

CURRICULUM AREA , !;ARNEGIE Bm!J.IBE.Q l).l;! . .!.E9:.,~ 
UNITS 

ENGLISH ~ English I 
En111ish II 

MATHEMATICS ~ 81Bebra I 

SCIENCE ~ BioloJrJ 1 

SOCIAL STUDIE~ 3.5 l World Hlstort 

l U.S. Hlstort 

~ U.S. Government4 

Y. Economlcss 

Y. MisslsslQpl Studies6 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION ,51 Y. Ph]lsical Education 

HEALTH .ss .11 Contem~oril £:i Health 

TECHNOLGY or COMPUTER SCIENCE r 
THE ARTS 1rn AA•t a1!!i!F'111ed &00 Get.1,se 

COLLEG~ A~Q ~8BEEB BEADINESS ~ 

C~REER and TECHNICAL ~ 

~LECTIVES 3.5 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED z5111ou 

Mlulsslppl PubNc School Ar:counmb/Ury Slilnd11nl6, 2017 
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lllnlulpp/ Public SchOOI At:COUntabHlty S,.,,.,., 2017 
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APPENDIX A-7 (Continued) 

GRADUATION REQUIREM ENTS 
STANDAR014 

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA WITH CAREER ANO TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT 
{Entering ninth graders in 2018-20l~~ndJhereaft~rJ 

1Carne.&je units r:arned f9r Compeos tor En Ush courses caunot be lncludt?c;i_aLan~ofJhe fpur !~J En lls Ca rne ie 
unils re uired for g_r._aduat1on: however. Carnegie umts earned for these courses mat/ b.~ll),i; t1,1.Qed in the eneral 
elective ra uat10 re u rements. c m P ~ . .£.rndlsh mav be taken onlv If a credJ t pearin.P..F.11J{llsh course h 
taken lo the same school year. Ace lerated En 1 lish 9 can be accepted In lieu of Enalish I. Accelerated f.r..islish 10-aAEI 
AP-ffffl115I+ Laeguan~fflP&~i§ll--can be accepted rn lieu of English II. Enellsh I is a required prere uislte.course for 
f n llsh fl. En llsh I ma not be taken after a studen. com letes F.n llsh If 

·Carne1de unit~ earned for Compensatory Milthe atics courses cannot be Included as ~n_y_gf_the fou r J ill Ma~ 
Carnegie unlt_s r~uired fo r raduatlon: however Carne le units earned for these courses ma be lnt:!illJed In _ti)~ 
gener11I ~l?_gi~ raduatton re uirements Com ensato Mathematic~ may be taken onlv If a credl Lb~aring_ MiJL~ 
course is takep in the same school year. CCR Mathematics Grade 8, Ready for High School M!l! hernalics, ~ 
Foungatlons of Al ebra cannot be take after a student has_~ceil!.,ed a Carnegie unit In thefil NMQ.r.a I course. At 
!~ !.I S i two (2}_oJ_t he four 141 ~_gu l red mathematics Carne le units mus be_farned in courses hi her th!l!.l tile CCR 

~l&.ebr~_ l _course. Th~~~~y_ for !:!I.Sh School Mathematics cours h II nl be avai able for 8' ' rade.QJ' -~·' '. grade 
H~.(lt;!nts .... F.ou11datiQ!!Lof 1\1 ebra shall only be ava11able for 1

' · rad students. MVP Geometry. MVV~l.&.eQr!l 11, tB 
DP M athem,!I lc;,U, .. !e · 9_P_Mathen}~t 1ciJ!. IB·DP M athematical Studies I, and IB-DP Mul hematlcal Studies II ar 
allowable m.M'1fil!Jillff gourses hl@ er tha!,l~gebrn I for IB students. OnP (l) of the four 4 re uired Carne ie uril!-? 
fOL!llil!h~ma*l._!na11 be tn Architecl ure & Oraftlng If the student completes the two course sequence for 
~h1t~i;tur.e1' Qral ling I ,& II. 

~Based Ofl lhe 2011 M(sslss1poi Socio I Studies Framework, A.P. World History can be accepted in fl IJ_oJ !!~ required 
'{tQ!!5! Histo.r fr m the A e of Enlightenment to Presr:nt course. A.P. United States Hlstorv can_b .ac~~ted In lieu 
Qf.the r.e9!J.tred U.S. History from Post·reconstructlon to Present w urse. A.P Government and Pg I lcs:_ Uni ed States 
can be ~cceQ~jleu or the rggutred United States Goy:ernment course. I B DP History of the Americas 1 ls_{lcce teQ 
!n lieu of ti~ required U.S._Hi~ lory course for stvdents enrolled In the IB nro ra.m . 1a .. op Hlstor or he A~ricas fl l~ 

MJ5s1Hlppl Publk: ~chaol AccountablNty Standards, 2017 
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acce ted in I eu of the re ulred M1sslss1 1 s udics Ee nomics. and/or U.S. Government courw_~or_studen ts 

enrolled lo 1be IB procram MVP U.S, Governm¢nt is accepted in lieu of the rej1Uired Gov1?rnmem.£Q.Y!~eJo r:_s tude.!1!~ 

enroJl,~d in the l~ program , 

5Carne1i1ie cred(l!~!n~,c! fpr Business Fundamentals or Busrness Fundamm1t.ils II may be accepled in lieu of o~alf 
llil unlt.!nJ~nom1c~,_i:1> . ~ .. Macroeconom.f~A,f, Microeconomics can be )akr. In I r,u ofJhe reguired Economics 
course. 

APPENDIX A-7 (Cont inued) 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD 14 
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA WITH CAREER AND TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT 

(Entering ninth graders in 2018-20!9 aJl~ _ther:eafter) 

~Ihe Carneg@_g dl.L!?.arn_fill for !!. S ateLLocal Go•r rnme_nt course In an other state b a out or state transfer 
~l!J.9ent who en te[s ~~l_!!!.._!h~ ho ore ear can stand n lieu or Ml~sissi 1 I Studies or Mlssissi l St;ite a.n.Q..~Q.ca l 

Government If rhey ansfer student took <1 State/ Local Government course in a rade level that dld_not_award 
Carnegie 1,1ri1t _cr~Q!!. then an other one·half (I-S I unit social studies course mav be acceoted. An out ·of-§~atg s~ugent 

who.transfeJ) <1 rter the 1u ror ear ia ubsli ut an oth r ot]!!_half( l!I} unit social studies course.J.!LQP_Histofy of 
th A[TlerlcaiJ!js_accepted in lieu or the reg.uired Mississippi Studies, Economics. and/or U.S, Government course~ 

for Jhld nts_enrolled In \he IB pr~@!!!.: 

' The raduation req_!.urement fq!_ 01 half ~ J!!lil 1n ot)v<. ical ecfucat on may Include partfcipa1lon In l(l!flrSj; QJa l!f 
!J! hle_tit;_ac;t lvitie;,, band, shqw choir dance and JR TC th t meet t e lng rucllonal reruilr ments s ec l f~c!.111..tlle 

fj_tt ~s_ tlirough Phys1cuf fducotion Framework and that are sa ction db the !Ylississl I I h SchoQl_ Ach_vlti~~ 

[\ssociatjoQ. .91!!.Y. one 1 ~ ecUve unit In P.hysical education fndud n artiet atlo'U!! fn lerscholasllc arl}.!ellc 
ac t i ~1t1es. band. ner ormance choral, show...£!.!Q!.r, dance or JROTC that meet Lhe in~truct ional re uirements s eg~ed 

!n..lllg_i:; ness tlJLQimti.l~bys_1co(EduclllfIJ!Ifromework and that a e sanctioned b the Mississi i HI h School Actfv21les 
~so~lat1on m b, appl_led each vw ro the minimum 24 required state units. If a local dfstrlct has grad,uatiolJ 
re uiremen a ove the state_mqyji:_ernents, thev may _award add1t1onal credits as ou tlined In the. local Board policy. 

~CarneHie credit earned 1Jl_Heal \hq re_& Clh}ical S~!~ es I ealt Sciences I or The r:i.M!d Applicatwn of Health 
Sciences I mav be accepk9Jf'J~ll ~of Con el"!Q.Q!.CI~ Health to meet the gradu.11 on regu irement for one hair (}J) 

~a rn le unit iri ttealth, Successful com.nmtlQ•.LfilJROJ_C_I a12d ! ROTC II may be :iccepted in li l'u of Contemporary 
Health to meet the cradua tron reguirgm.gQt fQr_one:half 1 !~ 1 i:mieg1e unit In Health. 

1"he followin courses meet the Carneeie uni!_r_gg~1£~!l:lt:!fltJor_ Techn9iogy and Computer Sclenc:e: 
ICT II (Information & Communication Techriology Ill. STEM (Science. Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics), 
KeystQ!!_~ TechJlQ!.QEY. Foundations, lnform~~iQ1l_~j'._QfD.municat1on_ Te£.l!nology, Project lead the way Com!?.!!..ter 
Sc.ence Essentials, Project Lead the Way Introduction to Computer Science and Project Lead the Way Introduction 
to Engi['leering, a~~'Ml1'1eHE>m1w+e.F-<;t:.ie-i~ff#?!Jfi&ExQloriogi=Qi;tlPJ!te[ Sci~ll~ and AP Computer Science. 

1"D1R•lal Media mav be accepted in lieu of the art regutrement for students. 

1
' The College and Cari:t:r R11adiness course is fo r-5eAie f'Te~i'l.-tJAl~ntffY'1 en ~u.ili!'f8"J1~r1<HhtMhHIAA_B 

gnie:l1:1atie!Hj&Aefu-f&r:earlv grae11ates, tl:lk-Ee~~g!N-&lffi~e-s@FiAIMffl!Mter~Al9!=teaf: 
feurses thar Fr1et!l-Ul15-ffffiui1eme1,.t-wffl-be-iEl-eflt.l~iAg ll:ie 2Ql8 19 stl'l&e!-fflF> to provide planning and 
instruqi_on fo.£ postsecondarv 1rans1tion. _gi_IJ[ses _that meet Colle1:e and Career Readin~sLm_l)S~ .Q~!!f?proved 
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.:Add1 t1onal re ulrements abovit Traditip.!!al 01 loma Option and the 26 CarneB.•e Uni ~~ ~!!.!'! l~..£.~essmen t 
~~quirP~JH~ include .'. 

tudool 

• 

~ _ .. A.Career ~atti.1.Ya.Y.. ~~pe rience 
~-_!•!.r.ll~~.!!l? .B.o;ir_i;l_of_Educati9f! ilPwoved natron~f credenlial 

APPENDIX A-7 Contlnu d 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD 14 
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA WITH CAREER AND TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT 

(Entering ninth graders In 2018-2019 and thereafter) 

~A.ddJ~ionaf recQrnr.!!end!ltiQnS not re U1rements) above 26 Carnegu: Units and assessment regulremen s inclu.d.e. 

!.. For earl •raduation a st ~IJ\ should SJ.!CCessfull complete an area of epdorsgmr.nt 
~ Student should taken math or math equivalency senior year 

llls•lalppl Public Schoo/ Accountablllty S,.nd1rd., 2011 
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APPENDIX A·B 
GJt~PUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD 14 

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA w ith an ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT 
Enterln inth graders In 2018·20!9 and thei:gafted 

apprgval g@Dled b 

BeRfftning !!f.t\901 Y.!:F!~ ?918·20 9 and therea fter all c111erin mnth raders wl ll be re uired to h~ve a m nlrnurn qf 
?6 Carpenle_unit~as $p c1f1 d below to earn a Trad1tignal or IQ..'!ta wi th an Academic Endorsement. The l oca l~hool 

tJ iUrl~Lmay_\?sta~l ish.addl\ion !) l l9c;i J re11wements approved b the local school board as authorized under Miss. 
Code An11. §..37-16-7. 

~M~filC LUM AR~ CARNEGIE RE !.@~O.S l}BJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH ~ l ~llJ.ljsh I Er;igl(m..t! 

Two additional En11lish Courses abovejng,llsh II 

MATHEMATICS 1l Algebra! 
Two adgltlonal Math Courses above Algebra I 

SCIENCE ~~ Blologyl 
Two adill~i9!l~l sfl_~JICl!..COU~ses !!hove Blo lo&l! I 

~OCIAL STUDIES 3.5 1 World Hlstol'V'" 

1 U.S. Hlstorv4 

~U.S. Government• 

Y. Economlcs5 

Y..Mlss~!!IU! I Stud!es6 

PHYSICAL EDUCA! ION 1 
V. Phl£slcal Education ,§ 

H~~~TH 2' Vi Contem(!ora t:Jl Health 

TECHNOLOGY or COM PUT ER SCIENCE 1~ 

THE ARTS l~ ~u;i_veil iQO ~!!!FSe 

COLLEGE and CAREER READINESS 111 

ELECTIVES ?..i Must Include College Pr~(!arator l£ currlculufl! 
re<iulrements 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 261J&U 

Mlul••lppl Public School Accountllb/Uty Stantlatrls, 2017 
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APPENDIX A·8 (Contlnuetl l 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD 14 

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA with an ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT 
{ EntedfIBl'i!Hh .gra.~ers In 2.918-7019 and thereafter} 

'Qll.negie units £._ilfnedJ.Q.U:Q. mJensatory Enghsh courses cannot be incl udpd as any of the four 14) EQRti}QJ;~rlJe.&~ 
yni ts eQ!!lred for raduation, hOWl!.V.!il.r._Ca(negie units ~med for these courses m be included In the gel) ral 
elgctive graduation reguiremg_n s. Cor'!.'pensal ory Engllsh m y be taken onl 1f a g edlt bearrn En hsh Elli'J.e is 
taken in the same school year,_~~~ted Enalis~ ~ c;_an be accepted in lieu o[ En fish I. Accelerated English lO am! 
AP-f.Rglkl:H:aAguaAA£erntt~•t iern_san be acce9t~d !..'! lieu of enghsh II. En_gllsh I is a required prerequisite cou rs~Jor 

F, nglish II. English I may not be taken aH~~-~!~Q..ent_com.Pletes En tlsh II. 

JFor science Carnegie units. !he following Career and Technical ICTEl courses may be used to rutfill science 
requirements fo!..filaduation : one Ill unit may be in Concepts of Agrlscienc;e or Introduction to Agrisc1ence, and a 
gsond unit may be earned by completing two 121 or the following three (3) courses: Science of Agriculture Plant~. 

Science of Agriculture Animals. and Science of Agricultural Environment. Two (2} units may be In the following 
courses ir the student completes the required course sequence ending with Healthcare & Clinical Services II. 

~ased on the 2011 Mlssissi I Soci I Studle~J:t_op1ewo[.k.._B: P. World History can be accepted in lieu of the reg ulrg~ 
World His r from lhe Ase of Enllghte!J.rllfill l Presenc course. A.P. United States History can be acceoted In Jley 
of the required U.S. History from Post·reconstrvction to. Pr~S!?nt c;ourse. A.P Government and Politics: United S!at~ 
tan be accepted in lieu of the required Unfild ~~ates GO"!~'.!!!!lent course. IB-OP History of the Americas I ls accep~~ 
In I eu of the re ufre U.S. is tor course for stu en s enrolled ln_ttieJBJJrogram. IB·DP Hlstorv of the Americas 11 ls 
.1ccepted In lieu of the required Mississippi Studies. E~OOQ.f!llf,S. ~ngloUJ.S . Government courses for students 

Ml•sf•slppl Public Schaal Ac:caunlab/Nty Standlltds, 2017 
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enrolled l!:Uhe IB program. MYP U.S. Government is acr.qpted In heu gr thgJ e ulred Govei::.n.mgnt cg.!:!_r~g (Or_stui;.tenll 
enrolled In the IBJlrQ8.@!!1 

1Car_n.mJ.i_qped1t_gi!r11~dJor Business Fundamentals or Busines~ Fundament Is II may be accepted In heu of one I alf 
(}1 um l!1 Ecori~(l11_cs. _~ . P. Mac_r.o!!_conomics or A.P. M1croeconomics can be taken ii), lieu of the required EconO'!,llCs 
course 

APPENDIX A·8 (Continued) 

G RAOUA TIQ~_REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD 14 
TRADITION.AL DIPLOMA with an ACADEMIC EN DORSEMENT 

Enterln ninth raders In 2018-2019 and thereaftw 

9The following courses meet the Carnegie unit reguiremeot for Technology and Computer Science: 
ICT II (Information & Communication Technology II), STEM ISclence. Technology. Engineering. & Mathematics), 
Keystone. Technology Foundations. Information & Communication Technologv. Prolect Lead the Way Computer 
Science E,ssentials. Project Lead the Wav Introduction to Computer Science and Prolect lead the Way Introduction 
to Engineering. 300-aAttther coF11@1:1feF-SEieRc-e-awi:5erJO"Explorlng Computer Scien(e. and AP Computer Science. 

•0oigital Media may be accepted in lieu of the art requiremeotfQr.Ji!!.!sJents. 

11 The College and career Readiness course is feHeAi9F?-f)fllin-(;!Af~l~de1-tt;.iffi!YEluatifijffiFler ta tlle-sk!Eler-!H 
Wdua!ieA-<:&l=ae r-h-+9f=Nfiv-ttaEI 1;1 ates. tl'lis eel:lfoSe-m a y be ta 11~Flfl#H!;ft?etoiAg-sereestef-af:tfe:jt1Aief-Ye<lf': 
GEl1-irses ti-lat m~lfHeel:liffii:neAt-wlll-0e-i~~lftttl'le 2918 19 ssl'l92l=vear. ro provide planning ;md 
instruction for postsecondary transition. Course.s that meet College and Career Readiness must be aQProved 
t!_i~Q.\!ith !h~ _Mississippi Department or Education. Courses may be tau&ht during ttwJ\!..O.!QL9LSenl9r year unless 
the course is taught through a four-year sequence and the ~tudenl tompletes all four years. 
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f~- !Wllj=;iH'll'td 1l le?T.il: ~·tE;1ent.1~gN11.1u;i~ir.~m•!':i&-U;l"'""'ttia~ 

==~ ....... ~='-"''-"ll~He-!iWR"- t uFiA hit~~ iflfl:St!Hl.:-A-ef-91- ejUHfeLJffltt; 
UHffil·l-A~~.;ai9.fill'f;orc 

ssm nt 

• Earn an overall GPA of 2.5 
~ Courses must mee! MS IHL colleze prt! a.mto..r.v turriculum CPC r uire!!!fil!l~ 

!.. Earn MS i;ollege readiness benchmarks !ACT sub ~CQ.f_es .Qf 17 in ~!.'glish and 19 in Math or com letio of 
appropriate Essentials Qf College MathJl!J~~.t;_nti11[s_of_ colleg_e literacy with and -€110 or above ~ 

-ff : i n..~!gr vear} or on the SAT asJ:l_fined bv. IHL 
• Mu~l uccessfu IY.completeoneofthe ollowin : 

One AP cour~e w th a C or hi her ;md take the a P.f.Qpriate ~i: e~a!!! 

• One 01oloma Pro ram-IB _pur e wit a C or hi her~ d take the av2ro riate IB exam 
Ofl~pual credit course and e~rn a · 1-l(t><l C or hi her lQJh~ cour~~ 

AP?iN™~t~ 

EMENTS 

" Addit ional wcommenda tlons (not requirements) at1ove 26 Carf]!!,.&le Units and as rs~mlfilL!e JJ..!femen 
!Jlclude: 

• FQ!.ear y graduation, as! denl_-hQuld success full com lete an area or engorsement, 

!.. . Student should rakr a math or math egulval ni:y senlor ear 
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TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA with a DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT 
{Entgrlne ninth •r11d_ers_Ln 2018.:2019_and _tht;ireaft~d 

~!lfh sruderiL&r duating from_a.~ corif!!lt'.Y_scho.gl in an accredited school d!~tri~ will have e rned e re uired 
Ca e le un ts as ecif ed n th~l.Q!IQwin_g table. Contents of e_ach requfted and"elecllve course must Include the 
core ob/ectlves Identified In the Mlss1sslppl College· and Coregr· eadin.!1 Sta dartf~._Course title_H nd Jdenllflc,ation 
numbers must appear In the current edltloQ.Q_fJ_h.ff..t'lW~Q.v d Course~ or e~ nda!'J~Schools 9/!fl lss!}slppl. (See 7 
M iss. Admin, Code PC. 3. Ch 28. R. 28.2. R. 2~.~· Enrollm QI jn on 1 11c.co_ur~e listed in this Qgok ust have rlor 
~rq~I ranted b the rincl.Qfil, 

Any student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified b~!o~and_hat met the 
requirements for each or the required high school assessments Is eligible to ~celve a hjgl1_~g,09ljlwloll)a . Student~ 
enrolled in grades 7 - 12 ma~awarded a Carnegie unit credit provided the course content Is a Carnefti_e !I.nit 
beano course m the current edition of the Approved Courses [or the Secondary Schools or Misslsslg.QLNJ!lnual. 

~egmning school year 2Q18 ·2019 and thereafter. all entering ninth graders will be required to have a mjn/mum,_Qf 
28 Carnegie units as specified below to earn a Traditional DI I ma with a Dis in ulshed Academic EndorsemelJ!.. 
The local school djstrlct may establish addl!lonal lor;aLreguir mr;nts i>pproved by the local school board as authorized 
under Miss. Code Ann.§ 37 16·7. 
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~UBRICULU~R~ Wf!EGI~ R U R!DjUBJECTS 

YM!ll 
ENGLISH ~l English I English II 

r wo a~dltlonal Ell&llsh Courses above En1?1ish II 

MATHEMATICS 4! Algebra I 
Two addition.al Ma_th Co 1,1rs.e~a_b.oye AIB.ebraJ 

SCIENCE 4! Biology I 
Two addi!jpnal scl~nce ccturse.s a,!>Qve Bio~gy I 

SOJ:IALSTUDIES 4 1 World Hlstorv' 

1 U.S. Hlstor:t 

J.1 U.S. Government4 

~ Economlcs5 

Y, Mlsslssle~I Studies£ 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION .sz Yi PhJlSlcal EducatloQ 

HEALTH ... ;t, Contemeora0t Health 
TECHNOLOGY or COMPUTER SCIENCE 12 

TH~ARTS t 10 

COUEGE aad CAREER READINESS }!! 

ELECTIVES 7.5 Must Include two l t:JL advanced electives 
Must meet ColleJCe Preoaratorv Curriculum ICPCI 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIBED ~~&13 

Mlnln/ppl Public Scltaol A"'1untiillJ/Uty Standml .. 2017 
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APPENDIX A·9 (Continued) 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued} 

STANDARD 14 

TRADITIONAL DIPLOM A w ith a DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT 

-~ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereatt~ 

'Carne ie units earned for Com ensator'L Matliematics courses canno t be inclufl.g..Q_as ny _of the_four [4) MaJl! 
Carne I unitU uired for raduation· however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the 
general elective waduahon re11uir~ Com ens t r Mathematits may be taken on lv I( a credlt bearin..&.fvt!l th 
course Is taken In the ame school e!!f. CCR Mathematics r de 8 Read for Hi h School 111a.t.hf:!ma tlc~ and 
ou da trO!:l§..Qf Al eb a cannoLQ.. tak~n after a student has received a Carne ie uni in the CCR AJ.K~ra.!..fQurse . At 

[~ast two 121 of the four {4 re u1red mathemati~_s Carne ie units must be earned In courses h.!.f:her_tha.n_the. CCR 
8Jgebra l course. The Ready for H.!B.t't School Ma he a tics cour ,e shall onl . ~ avall· fe for 8' ' rade or 9' • r~s!~ 

sludentJ F undatlons of Al e ra2!J!l ll onl be av.1!1 ab .r: .tor 91
·' r e studen! ). MVP Geometr MVP Al ebra ll, !!3 

QP Mathem;ltlcs I IB OP athematics I J.llQP Malhema tl.cal Studies I and 18 DP athe alicaL Studres II {I re 
~. l.J9wable mathematics courses hi her than Al ebra I for IB stude ts. Ontill.of the four 141 required Carnegie units 
[or mathematics ma!l be In Architecture & Drafung If the student completes the two course seguence for 
Archl~_gc tur e & Drarti g I & IL 

:eased on the 2011 Mlssfsslpol Social Scud/es Fromework. A.P. World History can be cce ted In lieu of the required 
World History from the Ase of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can..!!.V1ff~.Pt~d LI'!. lieu 
of the regutredfilJ:!.!l!Qr from Post· reconstruction to Present course. A.P Government and P Ii tic :_Un it~~J ate~ 
m,. b cce red in Ii u of the required United States Government course. IB DP History of the Am rlca I ls acce ted 
in lieu of the required U.S. Hlscorv coursg tor studen.ts ~nr2lli:-V in the IB program. rs DP Hlstorv of the Am rica ll 1s 
accepted In l!eu of the regy!red Mississippi Studies. Economlc.s. and/Qr U.S. Government courses for s\~r:!!~ 
enrolled In the IB program. MVP U.S Governrni>nt Is accf'pted In li~of the required Government course for s!udents 
enrolled in the IB progq1m 

Mlut.Mppl Public Schaal Accountability Stllndmls, 2017 
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APPENDIX A-9 IContinuedl 
GRADUATION REQUIREM ENTS 

STANDARD 14 
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA with a DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT 

(Ent~rl.!:!1 nlnJh raders n 2018·2019 and t hereafter 

"The_l';_~ rnegie _g:_e~l l arned .fr~r a StateLLocal Government cou rse t b• an oul-of state transfer 

stu_dent who enters after the SQP- o ore ear can stand In lieu of Miss S$ippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
t;ie>xernment. ff_the transfer student took a Stfil.!U.l:qgl Government course i a rade level t at did not award 
Camegie.unit credit, then any other oneJ1alf. !ki.L!!nlt sgclal studies course mav be accepted. An out of tat tud nt 

who transfers (!fter the junior year ni~Y_?\lbstitute anv other one half IV. I unit social studies course. IS OP Hlstory__Qf 
the America~ 11 ls a~£~pted in !~u ~- the required M lsslssjppi Studies. Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses 

or s\_1,1.Qentt.eDr:9!lecUn t!l eJ8-P!QP,ram. 

'The radua tlon. regu trern~nt for one-half (.V.} uni t in p~y~ical e~~atlon a include artlci at1on in inter. c.Jll.a.il!f 
athlelfc activities ban.Ji, show choir, d;,in.~.e .and JRO C that meet the instructional re uirements speetfled In t!}f 
Fitness Wroug!!..f~i~ql Edut;gJ.1on F@m!?~Qr[i'_anQ_that are sanctto!JedJl.y.J!le M lsslssl I High School Activil le~ 

Association_ nl one / ~j~vg_J!!l.lL!.n_ physl!=aLeducati0n ~!IJ:l~din ar icipatlon n interscholastic athletic 

acl 111i t1e.s. b~nd ,Dg( fQJn!iJnC,~..fhQ@J,j~.Q.YJ.fhoir, dance or J~OTC that meet the Instructional requirements specified 
In the Fitness chrouoll Physical Education Framewo.[~hilta~~ sanctioned ~v the M lsslsi\.PP.i High School Act1vltles 
Associat ion mav be a lied each ear to he lnlmu _ ~4 ~~qu ired state. ~!)I.ts . If ~ !.Qcal distr ict has graduation 

requirements above the state regu lremen!~ the mJlY.il_Wa(d additional credits as out!J.ned in the ocal Boar ollc . 

Carnegie credit earned In Healthcare & Clinical Services !. Health Sciences or Th~9~ and Ap1-11i£at1on of Health 

Sciences I mav be i!Ccepted In lieu of Contemoorary Health to nie~lJh.eJl.~t,J.dlJ~tion reQ.uir~-l!!~n_tJor one half ( ~I I 
Carnep, g un~l In Health Successful completion of JROTC I and JROT.C JI ma)l ~e. accepted in.Af~ f Contemoorar 
Heal th to mC?et the graduatlon .. ~1utrement for one hal f 1!11 Carnen1e unit Jn Health, 

9The following courses meet the Carnegie unit requirement for Technology and Computer Science: 

ICT II (Information & Communication Technology l!),_STEM (Scie_r~fh11_olop,v, __ Engineerin1t ~-J·:{J~5.1.!ematks l , 

Keystone. Technology Foundations. Information & Communication Technology, Project Lead the Way Computer 

Science Essentials, Pro1ect lead the Way Introduction to Computer Science and Prolect lead the Way Introduction 

to Engineering, ~A'ff>ffle~tseieAee sal:frses. Exploring Computer Science. am! AP Computer Science. 

10Qigltal Media may be accepted in lieu of the art requirement for students. 

~Thi~ Coll .ge and_ Career Read in'.' SS course is ft»...,, · &A - • gMHJdS.f:\!Gl:la iA~i!I Q:t~~ ~W~~~s 

gFVElual-ie!Hefler+.-Fer-eaFIV:gr;!El~IH&U~se fflav l:l~w~Aft5effieS~~stluAi~~ 

~l#Ses4hat--fR~t4Als-FeE1Y~metiHl.'l~i9efl-tffief!..WfiAFt~GU4-9-sel:ieel-veaF-: to provide planning and 
instruction for postsecondary transition. Courses that meet College and Career Readjness must be approved 

lhrough the Mississippi Department of Education . Courses may be taught during the junior or senior year unless 

the course Is taught through a four war sequence and the student completes all four years. 

~-lh....lolk:iwifIB·C&Ur•,(>"..-fAea~-t-kft41<·11~Miti-uRi!-f guir-AAl~R.!;IBr·T-pt~~legy-<1AEl-tem 

!Q--U· tnforil1.1~~...C~m 1tJAlc-a1le ffAAale • ~~~.c.:i="-'-"" ..... ~-"-"=""'-"='""" 
l< f.' ~At?7-Tec H~:Feu.!._t!al"&f!~.jGlet·mvlie &-G6A-1R1t1.A1E-a~e~~el ee 6-l-ke--~ffll?~ 

~~~:~~-ia:I~, ?rait~cl, lt:.;JEl -tt.t~ Way -h-4r4lElvclion- 1&-feffi&~f:&lliAAVH1AEH4ele£l...tead-~he·Way IHl:Oflve~eR 

tg_fA IHj'e._f!~~l~Eempu_tL~ ier.ic eur*""' 
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~Jldll onal requlrern.fillls_above_1he_Tradi ional DrI?loma O ion...J!lt? 28 _Carne ILl:!ni!.Li!nQ .. JI\~ .. asse~.smen1 
reguiremenls I elude: 

!.....-::- f.er. ~.ul. r~ lcw~ ~ odMl '>- 15l·~te rJ 
P.t?>l!.~LAEl.ar.y-wl!heu\=~l'lf>EliiM'J~i!f::~~~:!'fil~tfil~~!!t.i 

! __ Earn an overa!LGP.~..9.f.3.Q 
• CO.!!.m.'Bl_usl .. lJleet MS IHL CPC recom_n1 11ded resil![remenls 
~ ~n na Iona I co le .rgad1n bend 1marks on each subtest established by_ACT or 18 in En .lish an 22 In 

M th ei:-or on.the SAT as d tine .!>v IHL. 
• _M_y~t.successfull y compJeJ!l o e of thP. fQllowi.!J.&; 

~ 09~ f'..? c ur~e with a 0 or higher nd take lhe a ro nat A ex~l_"l 

• One QJP.~llli!..m IB couq P. with a C or hi&her and take the_\lru>r:.oprlate IB exams 
~ - One_dual .credit cgurse e rnl a r:i B o hi .her In the course 

" Add1 tlonal rec9~men_dat 1011s trmt re uiremenls abov 28 Carn Unns µnd assessmen11equlremen1s inc!ude: 

• _ _ Ffil early ernduation. a student sti.ru•J9. S \JCC~ss(!Jl!.v complete ao area of l!f!~or emen! 
• Student should take a matl}.Q!Jlli!th egulvalencyse111or vei![ 
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APPENDIX A-10 

APPENDIX A-10 
~.RADUATI ON REQUIREMENTS 
ALTERNATE DIPLOMA OPTION 

NOTE: This o lion ma be offered b d l~!r!f!s_for_incoml~ nl,nJ.tl_graders of 2018-2P19 for students wi th 

fil&L11fl~antJQ.&nitive d!li_a~I~ 

Only stugent• Ide ufied b their lndlviduallzed Education Program Com lttee as havln.& a sl ni ca t co nillw: 
disabifily; as defined b the Testin Students with 015,!!bllltles Regulatio1.1~and State !oard Polle Cha ter 78 
R~ le 78 l . ma be eli •1ble to earn the AltP.tna te Di !omi!:.§ach $t~enl rad a 1n (Om a secondar school 

!11. an_accredited cho I d1strrc t Ith th Al~tt~lplom~!J.Lhi'!.ILL~I~.(l_the re_qulred credits as 
specified In t he followln table. Contents of each rfill_uired and electlv ™~ must Include the core 

objective) identified In the State Board approved Alternate Academic Achievement Slaf!dards, Course titles 
e!Jd ldef!tiO!=.alion numbers must a ear in the current edit on of the A roved Courses for Secondary 
Schools of_M1s lsslp.Jl!. See 7 1ss Adm . Code Pl 3 Ch 28 R. 28.2. A, 28.3 .) Students w th sl nlrlcanl 

£_Qg_nltl_v jlisablll t1es enrollec.J in wades 7 - 12 may be awarded a credit provided th_e_course JOnten Is a 
credi t beaQ.p.s_t;Q_\lr~_e_ln_ the q 1rrenl edlt i n or the A roved ourses for the Seco11daJ:Y_School~ Qf 
Mlsslssip.eLM.an.ual_ 

An student with a ~ igri1ficant cognitive disabili ty who completes lhg mJrlLIJl\!tn grac;!uatron regulremen t~aJ 

~eel fled below and has achieved a score~ (to be determjn !W.Jg_r:J:!.lah.~rn.n_each or l he re uired hi h ch ol 
alter ate sse:1sment ~ s eh 1ble t re.i:eive an Alternate Dit)loma _lh_ . lQ.~al_ scj'\ool district may stablish 

;iddl!lonal local regu rements approved b he gcal school board as a.1.J lhprized unc!er ls • Code n.j_ll_ 
16-7. 

QIB...~.!ill'~A ~REDIT"S f!EQUJRED SUBJECTS 

ENGLISH ~ 
Alternat~ English l·IV 

MATHEMATICS 
Al ternate Math H ll, 

~ Altemate All!ebra 

SCIENCE 
Alternate Biology 

~ Alternate Science II 

~Oi;tALSTUQ IES l 
~~istory 

Alternate Social Studies 

HEALTH ~ Alternate Heal!h 

Pt:J VSICAl EDUCATION l! Physical Education 

VOCATIONAL READINESS ~ Cnq~er Rei!Qines~ I-IV 

LIFE ~KILLS DE~~LOPMENT 4 Life S~llls D!:v~lo12men1 l· IV 

THE ARTS 1 

ELECT~~S 7 l 
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TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 24 

) 

75 



APPENDIX A-10 

APPENDIX A-10 (Continued! 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
ALTERNATE DIPLOM8 OPTION 

1eiectlve units in physical education Include partic;ipallQ.n In lnterssholasll~ a!!:!!g_~i;!oo!!~~.band, perrQJ:!!!rn 
chpral, dance !1.nQ J!!OTC ~hat meet Iha !nstruction.i!!...!:!:.fillrclT.!gn s s eclfled .!rl. the Fitness fft(QuJlh Phys1caj 
E.t:J.ucotion Fro~!~!vork a.nd hat are sanctioned b the . 1ss~~.!Jl11.I HI h sc11ool Act1vltles Associ~IJ.911. 

2i:vld~ri.i;.~oJ profrclenc In 1ech!H?IQ&y 1s e bedded I the course strands ror oth Career Readi es.sand l1 fg ~kl!ls 
Development SQ.Jh2!..~uden ~Lth signtft~an t co,gmtlve disabilllles niay br, taught these skills wi thin the natural 
en11lron..1M.nil~-s\J.r n rea~~L~PP!f!=at ion ar~generallzatlon of the skllls 

3001 Of!~ lLele 11-c u11 1 ~ n .Qhl!Sical e_gucation fncludtrlt£Si!. lc a1101}_ !!.Jnterscholi!sUc athletic act111iues band, 
performance choral. dance or J.RQTC th.at m.eet .ti]~~ ructlonal ret ui ements specified jn the Fitness through 
Ph s1col Educof!on Fromcwot:lc_~J'd tl!_at_are sanctlon~d b~ the Mi~sl slu I H' h chool Activi ties Associauon may be 
~hed eacllY~!I tQ.!~~in_my,m 29J eguired state u111s. If a local d1strlft has radua t10 l re utrement above the 
late r ulreme_nts, lhe 1'1!!:J.9W~f~. additional er~~!!~ a~ outlined 1n the local Board oh~ 
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Item E 

Public Comments from the Administrative Procedures 

Act (APA) Process 
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REVISION OF STANDARD 14, 
APPENDICES A AND G OF THE 

MS PUBLIC SCHOOL 
~ ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 

2016 

APA COMMENTS 

July 20, 2017 - August 31, 2017 
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S-.ipportlng Concerns Total 

MS Public School Revise Standard 14, Graduation 12 118 la~ 
Accountability Standards, Appendices A and Requirements 

2016 G: Graduation 
requirements 

TOTAL COMMENTS 12 118 130 

) 
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REVISION OF MS PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2016 

APA Comments Summary Chart 

Role N~m~.r of C~mmenters: 
Superintendents/Conservators 10 
Assistant Superintendents 1 
District School Board Members -
Teachers 28 --
Librarians/Media Specialists 1 
Federal Programs Directors --
Curriculum Directors 1 
Special Education Directors 2 
Principals 29 
Assistant Principals --
Vocational School Directors 1 
Other District Personnel 11 
Instructional Specialists/Academic Coaches 1 
Advocacy Groups ---
MOE Offices --
Citizens (Parents) 39 -
Unknown -
State Organizations 6 
TOTAL 130 

Thirty (30) school districts were represented through the APA comments received. 

81 



From: Sarah Foster 
Sent: Thursday, June 22, 2017 5:22 PM 
To: Paula Vanderford <PAVanderforQ.@m~.~J.£,..QXG.> 
Subject: 21 'st Century Skills 

Dr. Vanderford, 

I know you have a lot on your plate right now, but I wanted to pass along 
some input I received from our local interventionist at the high school. We 
were talking about the proposed 21st Century Skills course, and she said 
students were DESPERATE for study skills. She said the majority of her 
students have never been taught how to study for tests. I don't know If this 
would fall under critical thinking of Learning Skills, but It should really be 
considered. Come to think of It, I don't think I was ever taught how to 
study. LOL! 

Please pass along if you feel It has merit. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Foster 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
D1t1: 

Chasity Lane 

Llmllllm 
Naw Dlplomll Opt11111 

Thunidav, July 13, 2017 2:53:35 PM 

I am writing to express my backing of the new proposed diploma options. As a mother ofa child with Autism, my 
biggest fear is that my child w!JI not get to graduate and go on to college. Currently, he is a SPED self contained 
classroom. My child is well capable of doing the work, he may just need to take a different route to get there. I'd like 
to know that he has a different option other than a MOD track. The new proposed diploma option will give many 
many special needs students the ability to go to college and continue their education. This will allow them to reach 
their full. This proposal could have a huge impact on the lives of these children. I sincerely pray that this proposal 
gets the l:lttcntion and backing that it needs. 

Sincerely, 
Chasity L1111c 
Mother of a child with autism 
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From1 
TOI 

subject: 
Dlltel 

MY..~ 
~ 
COmments on ,_ dlplom1 requlrernl!nt 
Friday, .Jutr 11, 2017 4:13: 12 AM 

I disagree with this new educational step for a diploma. I do therefore understand the reason it wou Id be good for the 
student. I disagree because it is to much for these students to be having to do to acquire a diploma. There is so much 
now these children are having to do now and are ah1:ady stressed out with new ways of learning as it is that have 
been put in them with common core. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Darrell Crum·········· 
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2017at11:43 AM 
To: Carey Wright <CWrlght@mdek12..org>, Washington Cole <WCole@mdek12.org>, Rachael 
Ellis <REllis@mdek12:.ru:g>, Deborah Ware <DWare@mdek12.org> 

Cc:Cheryyll~C~ru~m~llr-11111111111111~ 
Subject: I 

Dear MOE K12, 

I just read the following: 
Mississippi State Board of Education Proposes New Diploma Options to Expand College and 
Career Opportunities for All Students 

I commend these efforts but more work is needed because there are children currently in the 
system that will not benefit from this work. My daughter is one of the students 
who will' not benefit. She will be entering the- - at this fall and I have 
grave concerns for her ability to be self-sufficient later in life due to the occupational diploma 
she'll receive. So many (too many) employers require the traditional diploma to even be 
considered for employment and that is a dream crusher for these kids. This will persist to 
hinder them into and throughout adulthood unless "YOU" intervene. This is so extremely 
important that it is worth repeating that if left in its current form it will affect_ 
throughout her LIFETIME. These children have enough struggles in life and are overlooked both 
socially and academically for the most part. Let's not put lifelong obstacles in their way. Their 
inability to compete academically within our traditional educational system should not hinder 
their chances of employment. Their jobs will never be glamorous but they can be fulfilling and 
allow them a sense of validation through being self-sufficient - Don't hinder, but rather enable 
this. As a parent and father my heart goes out to-and all children who search to 
just fit in on the fragile edges of society. Any efforts to not over-look these children already in 
high school is greatly appreciated. We hope for a voice and pray for someone in MOE K12 to 
champion these efforts and be the tip of the spear for these beautiful but forgotten kids. May 
God Bless, 

Darrell Crum 
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From: Lundy Brantley lniailt9j,grantley @nesl}obalentr!!_t.~9r11J 
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2017 4:36 PM 
To: Paula Vanderford <PAVa_Q.d_erf.Qlc!.@mdek12.org> 
Cc: John Bowen <Lbowen@.n."1.shobacentral.com> 
Subject: APA 

Dr. Vanderford, 

I hope you are doing well! I could not find the APA link for the grad options. Will you report my 
comments? 

• The CCR benchmarks should not be used to determine Senior leave. This will cost us a 
large sum of money to be able to offer more classes. This is over~reach. 

• Adding a CCR class as a Senior is the same scenario as listed above. While we are being 
cut dollars, we are being asked to add classes. 

• We need the 21 credit option back for our students. 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Malik Pernell 
~ 
Reeding and BllSIC Math 
Monday, July 24, 2017 1:31:41 PM 

There should be a program that makes sure that students with special needs know how to read 
and do basic math by the time they complete high school. Many of the students that were on 
the MOD track and exited high school are not able to read and comprehend a first grade level 
passage. 

Maybe a scripted reading and math program could help. Especially with the high turnover rate 
of special education teachers. If a teacher left, maybe the new teacher can pick up where the 
last teacher left off. 

I'm pretty sure if you looked at the data of high school mild/moderate special needs students, it 
will show that they cannot read well enough to complete a job application. This includes MOD 
and some standard diploma track students. This is the main reason that the MOD program did 
not work. How can you prepare students for jobs when they are not able to read the 
applications that they are required to complete? 

Please put something in place that will ensure that the students are able to read and perform 
basic math before exiting high school. Maybe they can be required to take a reading and a 
math class every year where they will be able to learn at their on pace until they are able to test 
out at a least an 8th grade level. 

Jfthe students at least know how to read and perform basic math, it will be easier for them to 
learn all of the other stuff. 
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From1 
To1 
Dllttl: 

Dino tlQl!11nd 
Ac:rre<tltal!on 
Thursday, July 27, 2017 2:05:45 PM 

We have chewed on the, and hereis a list of our concerns: 

Traditional diploma-career and college readiness-not all students are going to college-how will 

that affect them? What does the 1 carnegle unit consist of? Is it a course-obviously we are a 

bit confused about that. The traditional diploma, students lose the opportunity to take 2 

additional units of electives. We do believe that a basic diploma is still necessary-21 carnegle 

units. We are also genuinely concerned with resource students who do not earn a traditional 

diploma and do not qualify for an alternate diploma will be left out of the graduation process. 

Some resource students are not capable of obtaining a traditional diploma, unfortunately. 

No issues with the alternate diploma 

Career and Technical-limited spots for students-same question-what is the career and college 

readiness credit? 

Academic endorsement-with career and college readiness having to occur within one 

semester of graduation-need explanation on that 

Geography not required for any diploma? We believe that it is an important part to a 

student's course of study. 

Dina Holland 

St. Martin High School, principal 

Sent from Mill for Windows 10 
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Dear MOE, 

lllllv R Jones 
~ 
Tgmow porker: .Sharon Grasha 
Feedback on Graduation Options 
Thursday, July 27, 2017 9:15:46 AM 

In reviewing the proposed diploma options for Mississippi Public Schools I would like to express my 
concern about items being included that are not under the direct authority of the local school 
district to control. This is relation to having students be required to do one of the following for the 
Academic and the Dlsting4ished Academic Diplomas, respectively: 

Must successfully complete one of the following: 

·One AP course and take the appropriate AP exam 

·One IB course and take the appropriate IB exams 

· One dual credit course with a non-weighted C or higher in the course 

Must successfully complete one of the following : 

· One AP course and take the appropriate AP exam 

· One IB course and take the appropriate IB exams 

·One dual credit course with a non-weighted B or higher 

This appears to create the same conundrum that we have in the accountability system with the 
acceleration piece being tied to AP exams or Dual Credit. We should not require as a part of 
Mississippi Public Education - anything, diploma-wise or accountability-wise, that will require a cost 
to the student or that is related to a student's ability to pay. In this case, there is a cost for taking AP 
exams, and a cost for students to take a Dual Credit course. There is great variation on this cost 
depending where a student lives. This is not fair and I believe that it goes against the spirit of what is 
meant by a Free and Appropriate Public Education. We have been saying that this would be 
remedied, but I have been hearing this argument for many years now. 

Last, I am also concerned with the requirement of having children that have exhausted all other 
options for the traditional diploma and then move on to earn a Certificate of Completion having to 
remain in school until they are age 20, regardless of the circumstances. This policy could seem to 
promote retention of students in the earlier grades. Of the many interventions that we utilize in 
schooling, "Retention" is one of the few that we continue to promote and utilize that has yet to 
show anything but a negative impact on student achievement and/or school completion. 

Thank you for your consideration and all that you do to help support our kids being successful. 

Respectfully, 

BR Jones, PhD 

Supervising Principal 

South Jones High School 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and Intended solely for the use of the individual or entity 
to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual 
named. If you ore not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify 
the sender immediately by e-mail If you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. 
If you are not the Intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in 
reliance on the contents of this information is stricr/y prohibited. 
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From: Clemmons, Meredith M 
Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 9:01 AM 
To: Accreditation <accred@mdekl2.org> 
Subject: Diploma options 

I am the mother of a child with a 504 Plan at school. He qualifies for the 504 because of a seizure 
disorder he has had at birth. Despite multiple seizure medications-continues to have break­
through and reflex seizures at school. The actual seizures are usually brief but have potential to be 
longer in duration. The post ictal phase after a seizure can include lethargy, mild confusion, nausea and 
even mild agitation.- also experiences Todd's Palsy after some seizure, which leaves his 
extremities temporarily paralyzed. This interferes with his ability to get schoolwork done in a timely 
fashion at times. While there are interventions written into his 504 to allow extra time for work 
completion, the two current graduation option options do not meet- needs. He is a child that 
has significant challenges at times, but he is a child who has a chance to attend junior college and 
become a productive citizen. 

The diploma track has requirements that would be impossible for- to complete because of his 
challenges. The certificate track can alleviate some of those challenges but would not allow for any 
higher e_ducation without the completion of a GED. The certificate option would cancel out all hard work 
done in high school; none of it would be recognized without a GED. I am looking for a third graduation 
option that would count as a diploma with necessary adjustments for those kids who suffer from a 
disability or medical condition. My child Is one who can complete his work and be successful in the 
classroom with lots of extra time and assistance from teachers and parents.-has been and can 
be successful, and as parents we are committed to his success. It is my hope that his State will be willing 
to invest in his future by allowing options that are feasible for a graduation that will contribute to his 
future. 

Respectfully, 

Meredith Clemmons 

Meredith Clemmons, LCSW, CCM I Optum 
Manager, Medical & Clinical Operations-MS 
Population Health Management 
T 952.687 .3980 
795 Woodlands Parkway, Suite 301 
Ridgeland, MS 39157 
meredllh.cl&mmons@!optum.com 
#Team Tammy 

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or 
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity 
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended 
recipient or his or her authorized agent, th~ reader is hereby notified 
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is 
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the 
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately 
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From: 
To: 
Subjec:t: 
D1te: 

l.a13Sha R!!ddlds 
Acrn:U!taUoo 
Tradltlonal Dlp!omas fur kids with DlsablRtles 
Thursday, August 03, 2017 2:58:4'0 PM 

Good evening! I am the proud parent of two JPS students. One of my children has a disability called Sotos 
Syndrome which effects cognitive skills. For the most part, she is very functional. She is a hard worker, very 
respectful, and at times, shy. Currently, she has a 504 plan. Otlen, l have to remind her that she is nonnal like her 
peers (even when she's bullied by them). I think kids with disabilities should not be overlooked when getting a 
tmditional diploma. In some cases, teachers may have been bombarded with meetings and paperwork, which 
unintentionally causes them to not give a struggling student extra teaching time. This past school year, I found 
myself tutoring my child 3-4hrs daily once school was out. This made both of us tired. My child didn't get a 504 
plan until a couple of weeks before school got out. No one from the exceptional ed department would give me a call 
back after I was told to bring more information back. I wrestled with visits and calls since September of 2016. Now, 
finally, my child has accommodations that will be given. As a tenth grader, I pray she is given all the help she needs 
because she has the potential to be great like 11ny other student. Although her reading is great, she struggles o little 
with comprehension and greatly in algebra. However, she hos made great growth, especially since I've had a few 
appointments with the 9th grade principal and her English teacher. There's no limit in what a child can do when 
great people encourage and seek the best! I wholehea11edly propose that students with disabilities be given a chance 
to cam a traditional diploma. This will boost the confidence and self esteem of those students. They, too, deserve to 
be rewarded for their dedication to an education. 

Pl'Oud parent, 
Latasha Smith 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
To; 
Subject: 
Date: 

Morolono Rav 
Aroc:dilot!on; P'A11 l.1 VandcdDrll 
O!p!oma Options 
Friday, August 04, 2017 12:22:04 PM 

Dr. Malone & Dr. Vanderford 

Thank you for the work that has been done on the different diploma options. After meeting with 

our staff here in the district and also meeting with our board at MASA, I wanted to share many of 

the concerns that I and others have. First, I have financial concerns as this appears to be an 

unfunded mandate. I say this because it requires all high schools to offer a new course, potentially 

add additional staff, and so forth. To require a new course means we are going to be taking kids out 

of another subject and putting them in a new college and career readiness class, with not much of a 

framework developed. I would think each class already should be helping kids reach college and 

career readiness. However, the big one is no work release for seniors that have not met the 

College/Career Ready benchmarks. While this is very well intentioned, there are some major flaws. 

First, as you both know, only around 11 % of our students in MS meet all four benchmarks. So, think 

about how many seniors are not going to have work release and the number of classes that will be 

added at each high school. Thus the additional teacher units/unfunded mandate. Next, I really am 

concerned about our kids that have to work to help their families make ends meet. The concern is 

some of them will just drop out if they are not allowed a work release. I also strongly believe that 

this should be a local board decision. Quite frankly, working a job is career training. Next, for our 

struggling kids that are working, the 21 credit local option diploma has been very helpful in certain 

situations. We have been able to keep some of our over age children coming up from Junior High in 

school by having them on this track. Basically, when they realize there is a chance that they can 

finish in three years and graduate closer to their appropriate class, they are more likely to not 

dropout. This has been a viable option by having the 21 credit local option. Again, I worry about 

unintended consequences. Next are the small ones. Many districts already have diploma 

endorsements with honors, special honors, Mississippi scholars, etc. I really don't understand the 

need to have all of these different state endorsements. Next, it does not say what a capstone 

experience is for the distinguished academic endorsement. Again, doing a senior project or 

whatever is a local decision. Next, I disagree with requiring a non-weighted C or higher grade in 

College Dual Credit Courses to meet the Academic Endorsement diploma, yet not requiring the same 

non-weighted C or higher for AP or IB courses. The same non-weighted discrepancy is found in the 

Distinguished Academic Endorsement. I believe this is not really fair. Once again, districts have 

already developed graduating with honors, distinguished grads, etc. I figure individual colleges set 

their own distinguished diplomas as well. Again, I see state overreach. 

I just wanted to point out that there are still a good bit of questions and concerns out there right 

now on this particular proposal. Also, we have gone to road shows on these proposals for the past 

two years, given feedback, and we continue to see much of the same stuff being proposed so I figure 

it is not changing a whole lot. Now, all of this rant to say, we will roll with whatever comes down 

and do it with a smile. Please just consider the unintended consequences that some of these things 

can have on children and school districts. We are excited about the alternate diploma option for our 

severely profound students that is proposed and appreciate the work that has been done. Thank 

you for the efforts that you guys give each day in trying to continue to move our state forward. 

92 



Thanks, 

Raymond C. Morglgno, Ph.D. 

Superintend, Pearl Public School District 
(601) 932-7916 
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From1 ~ 
To: Acrn:dltA!ion 
Dete: Mondav, August frl, 2017 2:16:33 PM 

I DO NOT like the new law about special education students that have went twelve years with 
their classmates not being allowed to walk in the graduation with their peers. This is the class 
that they arc a part of. I believe it should be a choice for them to walk with their peers and 
come back the following year until the age of21. 
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From: Suzanne Wooley (mailto:wooleys@stippah.k12.ms.usJ 
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 201712:57 PM 
To: Accreditation <accred@mdek12.org> 
Subject: Proposed diploma options 

To whom it may concern: 

J would like to voice my opinion regarding the new proposed diploma options, as it pertains to 
special education students. l will have to say this was very shocking information to me, as a 
special education teacher and as a friend to many individuals with special needs. lam blessed 
with very healthy children, but can't imagine in the event that something should happen to them 
to render them with special challenges that might require special education that they would not 
be allowed to participate in a graduation ceremony with the rest of their peers they have been 
with since kindergarten, but would only be awarded a certificate once they have "aged out". I 
think this is very heartbreaking and should NOT happen to young people who have quite 
possibly had to tight their ENTIRE lives to be successful! 

I would love to also give an cxmnic of a young man namet- who is a very good friend of 
mine who has Down Syndrome. was born when I was SYea'rs old (I am now 45 years 
old). Because our parents were goo friends, my younger brother and I spent a lot of time with 
• We still refer to him as our "other brother". -attended a different public school than the 
one my brother and I attended, but because our fa1:s were so close, we were well aware of 
.. daily life . • went through school with a phenomenal group of "kids" who loved him, 
protected him, encouraged him, nn<l helped him succeed. One of the proudest moments ofour 
lives was the night we got to see-walk across that stage and receive his diploma with the 
peers he had loved and had been ~d by for 13 years. Those "kids" would not have been any 
more proud had he been a movie star. l dare say there was not a dry eye ln that bui lding. I feel 
as if those "kids", as well as my brother and I, .were changed people hccuuse of. and his place 
in our hearts and In our lives. To think that young people would be robbed of theOpportunity to 
see "special" students grow and learn, and to be a vital part of that growth greatly saddens me. It 
also saddens me to think that we, as adults would say to these same young people that their 
"special" peers are not important enough to be on that stage with them on one of the greatest 
nights of their lives. I hope we, as adults, will provide a better example of compassion, love, and 
doing what is right than keeping these students from receiving a certificate until they have "aged 
out". Please, th ink of this as your friend, or as your child, just as I am, and make the right choice 
for these students. Each and every one of them is someone's ....... someone's whole world! 1 
believe graduation night would hold a lot of heartache for parents, students, peers, and the whole 
community should a special needs child not be allowed to graduate with his/her "class", their 
friends and protectors for 13 years! 

I would also love to brag on-and say he is a HIGHLY st1ccessful young man who has a part­
time job and brings joy and l'Oveto each and every person he meets! He is who he is today 
because of God's wonderful grace, a fantastic family, and the BEST friends from his childhood, 
who STILL love him, check in on him, and encourage him! It just doesn't get any better than 
that! 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read these words from my heart! If 1 can be of any 
further assistance, please ~I free to contact me at any time! 

Sincerely, 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Dll~ln:! Sysao 

~ 
Graduation Options 
Friday, AUgust 11, 2017 10:35:27 Nii 

I'm concerned about the requirement of on AP Cl11ss/exom or DC Course to gradu11te with the Distinguished 
Diploma. I'm not sure we can require students to pay for the AP eKam or DC Course in order to receive a Diplom11 
unless the State is going to fund these requirements. There 11re students who will have difficulty paying for these 
options ond they shouldn't be reduced to a Traditional Diploma based on their finonces. Thanks for your 
consideration! 

Susan Dillard, MEd, NCC, NCSC 

Saltillo High School 

Counselor 

(662) 869-5466 

Confldentlallty Dlsclalmer 

The foregoing electronic message and any flies transmitted with It are confldentlal and are 
intended only for the use of the Intended recipient named above. This communication may 
contain material protected by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). If you are 
not the Intended recipient, copying, distrlbuHon or use of the contents of this message is strictly 
prohibited. If you received this electronic message In error, please notify us lmmedlately at 662-
869-5466. 
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From: Leslie Horton [ma llto:leslie.horton@copiah.ms] 
Sent: Saturday, August 12, 2017 7:46 PM 
To: Accreditation <accred@mdek12.org> 
Subject: Comments on Proposed Graduation Requirements and Other Topics 

Greetings, 

I. Please do not eliminate the World Geography requirement. 
Our students need to know about the world beyond the USA. 

2. Please add a fourth science and require chemistry or physics. 
a) Jobs are plentiful in the STEM fields. (The S stands for science.) 
b) Our students need to know about more than the biological sciences. 

3. Please shorten the school year for successful students. 
a) Test scores were higher on the sixties and seventies when students only went to school 

160 days. 
b) Students who are deficient could come to school for remediation in August and stay later 

in May. 
c) Some teachers could be paid ex tra to come in August and stay in May to work with these 

students. 
d) All teachers would get a "raise" since they would work fewer days for the same pay. 
e) More college graduates would be attracted to the teaching profession. 
f) Students who had succeeded at their "job" would get a longer summer. 

4. Please reconsider "inclusion" for students with disruptive behaviors. 
a) These behaviors destroy the learning environment. 
b) They are an infringement on the rights of other students in the class. 
c) Students who will not remain in the classroom under the supervision of a teacher are 

endangered. 

Thank you for your work, 

Dr. Les lie Horton 

Copiah County School District 
Crystal Springs High School 
201 Newton Street 
Crystal Springs, MS 39059 
601-892-4791 

l~sli~.ho_rton@copiah .ms 

!iii ~ 111•11tl1 ( •J/1.lfl ,.( l1ooi i111·111' '! i11.,-\ }11 r/1 /1 .~•'\ 'itlll/l'/li' /:>t:l\'iii' ,•iJJ/l/p; ,\' 1I1,,/ 1/,, ;:• 1i. / ,!/ pi1/IJ,1 1ii,1! •1-•ff•_1 \ • 1liJ'lt'.1111,•111 -O;d, c/11, ·;1!1rm1d 

"Jl/li•llNOlflh.'\ lo l!f!1,;1I ;,);!Ii ( 1 /I• lt/~1· '/U/lf)l/·if 01 •,t!IJ!, 'l'\" t)/ f11;11d1.,1p // \ •Jll fi,11, il/11 i/i" \J;d/!\ urt .,)!t ,·!.'/• /l/1.,h\ 1 U;/lrlo {I/Ill 1//\1! I!(\ J 1!h• /.\ U!ll.' 

"l"l lirJI/ 'IJ-/ t'tl{:;,/mo!•W 'f'Jtn rifi;, '· 1,1· /1lt 1/l~-..1 rll :/Jl { "i'"iit '. H/;Jfll ''-'fl>I',' /)/\II /I, .. •.•l/t:' •!' /{.,_/· •. :hw •;, ! !.'·.I/ _._ .. ./ '( \'\{ { .,;//,1/;ll •:11t ' i'/,11t;l' ''''Ji! 
,\•}.J_/;_,,= 

... This Email was sent by an educator at Crystal Springs High School in Copiah County 
School District. 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Boyd S!!Sj!p 

Accrgdltatlon 
PropOsed Grlduatloo Options Feedback 
Monday, August 14, 2017 7:51:4'1 AM 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I am troubled and bothered by the Proposed Diploma and Graduation Requirements as proposed 

by the offices of Secondary Education and Special Education. In my experience as an educator 

and as a leader in my dis.trict, I believe this revision will negatively impact all of our students in 

Mississippi public schools. While I understand the goal of the proposed revisions is to "ensure 

that the majority of students with disabilities earn a traditional diploma" I do not believe these 

changes will have the desired outcome. I believe that these revisions do not expand the 

opportunities for our students with disabilities rather limit them. 

According to the vision statement of the Mississippi Board of Education, we as educators are 

"to create a world-class educational system that gives students the knowledge and skills to be 

successful in college and the workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens". In order to 

achieve this vision we must provide an educational system to which all students have access. 

It is unbearable to watch the repeated failures of a fourteen year-old student on a first grade 

level struggle and work with all of her might in a secondary math classroom. By eliminating 

other graduation options and forcing this student in a one-and-only structure our educational 

system is not giving that "student the knowledge and skills to be successful" rather we are the 

cause for her failure. And, because the teachers of Mississippi work tirelessly to support the 

needs of all of their students, I fear that the quality and rigor of instruction will be lessened as 

a whole in order to support, accommodate, and encourage struggling learners. Thus, our 

students without disabilities w ill not be appropriately challenged nor encouraged to grow in 

their knowledge. If we are to prepare students to be successful in college and the workforce 

then we should equip each student with an appropriate education with which every child can 

succeed. 

In light of the needs of our students I ask that the Proposed Diploma and Graduation 

Requirements be rejected. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Susan Boyd 
District Math Coach 

Pearl Public School District 
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SOUTHAVEN HIGH SCHOOL 
735 RASCO ROAD WEST 
SOUTHAVEN MS 31367 I 

ASSISTANT PRINCJPALS 
KELLEY DENSFORD 
CONC:LL PHILLIPS 
JEREMY R USSELL 
DONNY SMITH 
JANIE 5TAFFOKD 

August 14, 2017 

To Whom It May Concern: 

PR<MDING A PA'11f TO SUCCESS 
SHANE JONES 

PRINCIPAL 

662-393-9300 
FAX 662-996- I 57 4 

GUIDANCE FAX 662-996-1572 

COUNSELORS 
ANNIE MARTIN 

CAITLIN PAINTER 
LATAUSHA WILLIAMS 

SHANNON WILLIAMSON 

TEST COORDINATOR 

MATTHEW YARDLEY 

After reviewing the State's proposals for students concerning the issuing work releases, I felt compelled to 
speak out on behalf of our students. I feel our school, Southaven High School, is a snapshot of a lot of 
suburban schools across the country. We are almost split down the middle as far as demographics, and we 
have a large proportion of Hispanic students as well. My concerns about the new policy are stated below, 
and they are from real conversations with students that have attended or are currently attending our school. 

Some of our students need to work to provide for their families. I have had countless conversations with 
students in which they tell me a parent has been laid off, cannot find a job, or simply refuses to work, and 
they (the high school student) are the only person currently earning a paycheck in the household. 
Moreover, students often work to save money for college. I can easily identify with these students, as I had 
to save money throughout high school to pay for my higher education as well. Additionally, many students 
have to use this time to care for and tend to younger siblings. They blend their schedule at school with a 
parent's work schedule to watch a toddler or baby because the family cannot afford daycare. If these new 
policies are implemented, I am afraid it will force a junior or senior to choose between working to help the 
family or being able to watch a brother and sister, and staying in school. 

Furthermore, I know of many students who use this time to seek out remediation for state assessments and 
tutoring in classes they are currently struggling in. I have seen this amongst our highest achievers, 
students taking Advanced Placement or Dual Credit classes, and those need additional time with their 
teacher to grasp concepts or score well on AP assessments. Likewise, I have seen students use this time 
for tutoring or auditing a class, especially in our classes in which the students still needs to pass a state 
assessment in order to graduate. You eliminate a student's ability to have these opportunities with this new 
policy. 

Lastly, I worry about the effects on extra-curricular activities this would cause. More often than not, clubs, 
sports, band, etc. keep students in school. Again, I am afraid this will force students to choose between 
these activities and working . I know, and I think you wi ll agree, we will lose students if these extra­
curriculars are no longer a possibility for them. 

As a principal of a large high school in the state, often times I am forced to rethink decisions I have made 
after seeing the real life consequences my decision caused on our student body. I am afraid that the 
unintended consequences of this new policy may affect students in a real way. I am afraid it will actually do 
more to hurt our graduation rate than it wilt help. When 21•1 century students are forced to choose between 
helping their family by working or watching a sibling, and school, I think the family will win more often than 
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not. Furthermore, If you take a studenfs sport or extra-curricular activity away from a student, these were 
often the activities that were keeping the student In school to begin with. I ask you to reconsider this policy 
that I know was drafted with good Intentions, before It causes real life damage to students and schools that I 
know Is not Intended. 

Sincerely, 

Shane Jones 
Principal 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Jbgmas KnlohL 
A!:cO!!ll[,ltlQ!! 
New Diploma rypes 
Tuesdll'(, August 15, 2017 5:01:09 PM 

I think that doing away with the occupntionnl diploma does a great disservice to the children that have been in self 
contained special education classes. Unfortunately these children lack the skills necessary to function successfully in 
an academic classroom. I am currently witnessing firsthand the frustration of three of my students that have been 
thrust into an environment th11t they they are totally unprepared for. One of these students was in my classes last 
year, however, he did not receive a grade. He was just about to the point of tears today trying to complete a simple 
worksheet. Even after several attempts to help him unden;tand the process necessary lo complete the work he still is 
writing answers al random that have no context to the assigned task. Jn my opinion it is completely unfair to subject 
him to this sort of stress two years in a row. 

Thomes Knight 

TK 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Good morning! 

TU(lJ{!( Ginny 
Accm!Jta!lon 
Proposed Graduation Requirements 
Tuesday, August 15, 2017 10:08:39 AM 

I am a school counselor at a high school and I am writing to express my concerns with the proposed 
graduation options that would begin the 2018-2019 school year. Most of this information would be my 
responsibility to keep current for students and parents. Let me start by saying this proposal raised a 
good number of questions. 

Is the Career Pathway Dfploma (21 credits with 4 CTE credits) still going to be a graduation option? 

Are current students 9·11 going to be expected to add an endorsement for the 2018-2019 school year? 
Or can they fall under current graduation requirements? 

Who will be expected to teach the College and Career Readiness course? Will those teachers be 
requ1red to have that endorsement on their educator lfcense? 

Since the College and Career Readiness course has be taken within one semester of graduat1on, how 
are the larger schools (5A and 6A) going to be able to handle this load of students? 

Since the endorsement has to be selected prior to entering 9th grade, will middle school and junior 
high schools be penalized for students who did not select an endorsement? 

If the students does not select an endorsement prior to 9th grade, will they be allowed to select one 
after entering 9th grade (since endorsements can be changed with parental permission)? 

Is there going to be a limit on how many times an endorsement can be changed? Does this change need 
to be required at a certain time of year? There ls not easy way to keep up wfth constant endorsement 
changes If you work at a larger school. 

Is there a difference between early release and early graduation? 

Are ALL regular education students required to have an endorsement or is the endorsement optional? 

Is the 2.5 overall GPA only required if your choose to graduate with an endorsement? 

What happens if a student does not earn a 2.5 overall GPA? Does that student not graduate? Or would 
they remove their endorsement? 

For student athletes, the NCAA requires a 2.3 overall GPA for a full qualifier at a division I school, 
which is lower than the 2.5 overall GPA proposed for the endorsements. If we are talking IHL 
requirements, which NCAA follows, why Is the graduation GPA higher than the full qualifier eligibility 
requirement GPA for NCAA? 

This proposal ls supposed to help increase the graduation rate and give special education students an 
opportunity to graduate with a traditional diploma. Most of our special education students would want 
to choose the CTE endorsement in order to participate in vocational classes, but most will never be 
able to reach the 2.5 GPA graduation requirement. How will this help graduation rates If students are 
unable to meet the GPA requ1rement? 

What is a Career-Pathway experience and how is it different than the CTE classes? 

If the student chose to take a CTE dual credit class, will that class count for one of the 4 required 
credits? 

Who will be expected to pay for the credentialing exam for CTE endorsement students or the dual 
credit course If the student were to choose one of these options? 
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Can students participate in required endorsement classes ff they do not fall under that endorsement? 

For the academic and distinguished endorsements, students must either take and pass one AP course 
and take the appropriate AP exam, one IB course and take the appropriate IB exams, or one dual credit 
course earning a non-weighted C or higher. Who will be expected to pay for the AP exams, the IB 
exams, or the dual credit course? What If students cannot afford any of these options? Will they just 
not be eligible for this endorsements based on their inability to pay for one of these options? 

For the alternate diploma option for students with SCD, the alternate courses were 
considered courses for MOD (Employment English, Life Skills Science, Employment 
Math, etc). Will the courses for this new option be similar to these current courses 
taught by an MOD teacher? 

As you can see, there is much to be clarified before this new graduation option 
should be put into place. Please consider all parties involved, including f acuity and 
staff like school counselors. Counselors are overloaded as it is, then to add more to 
keep up with will not help the situation. Not to mention, some of our regular 
education students will never be able to meet the overall 2.5 GPA requirement. I 
can only see this option as a negative option, based on what little information we 
have about it. 

Respectfully, 

Ginny Turner, MS, NCC 
Saltillo High School 
School Counaelor for: 
10th Grade K -Zand 11th Grade 
Phone: (662~ 869 - 5466 
Fax: (662) 869 - 7229 

Confldentlality Dleclalmer 

The fonrgoing electronlc mea1age and any Olea trans milted with It are confidentlal and are intended only for the usa of the 
Intended recipient named above. Thia communication may contain matarlal protected by the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act !FERPA). If you are not the intended recipient, copying, dlltrfbution or uae of Iha contents of this message I• 
•trlctly prohibited. If you received thi1 alectronlc me1Bag1 In error, please notify us lmmedlately at 662°841°9144. 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Data: 

Du kt., Mich !AA: 

l\!:m:.aitall!lu 
Gl'ilduatlon Options Comment 
Wednesday, Allgust 16, 2017 4:04:05 PM 

I am very concerned about the proposed graduation options that are currently being looked 

at. There is an entire population of students being left out of consideration. A good portion of 

the students receiving services are significantly behind in reading and math skills. This group 

of student also struggle with completing things in the time frame given by regular teachers. 

Students in this gap group are higher functioning than SCD students but not capable of 

regular classes. However, these gap students jl.lf capable of becoming productive citizens 

getting labs and conrributine to socjety By ignoring this group of students we are setting 

them up for failure, increasing our drop out rate and offering them nothing for all the years 

they stayed in school. By not giving them something they can use to become productive 

citizens, we will be increasing the number of people in the state of Mississippi on Welfare 

because these students wont even be able to get a job without a diploma. The MOD program 

wasn't perfect but it was an option. Now we have no options for this group of students. 

Michelle Duke 
Special Education Teacher 

Pearl Junior High 
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From: 
Tot 
5ubj9d1 
Date: 

LesRe Hand 
Acaed!t;i!loo 

Ocalpatlonal D~ 
Wl!dne911av. August 16, 2017 7:37;44 AM 

As a former Occupational Diploma English teacher I am glad to see our state move to adopt new tracks for our 
students. The occupational diploma is not accepted into trade schools or junior colleges; it is little more than a 
certificate of completion. Many of the students I taught made the mistake of deciding to take the occupational 
diploma route rather than repeating classes or because they did not want to work as hard. I am hopeful that the new 
options will open up more doors for Mississippi's students with l.E.P.'s, as well as other students that may strugale 
but did not have special services. 

Thank you, 

Leslie Hand 

Leslie W. Hand 
West Jones High School 
9th & 10th Inclusion 
Dyslexia Therapist 
254 Springhill Road, Laurel, MS 39443 
school#· 601.729.8144/ fax#· 601.729.8148 
lwcraft@iones. k 12.ms.us 
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ffom: 
Toi 
SUbject: 
D•te: 

R11U1 Jh1kld 
Am!!dirll!lon 
New Diploma Option 
Wednesday, A1111ust 16, 2017 11:53:16 AM 

Good morning. I am in support for the new diploma options for all. I am working with 

Libraries and Autism We're Connected in Eudora Welty Library. I am working with all ages and 

doing everything from providing resources, literacy, transition, transaction, reinforcing IE P's 

and implementing parents and caregivers desires. I am working with children, young adults 

and adults with autism and other disabilities that are very intelligent (in different area of their 

ability and intellectual ), if given that option they would had been employed in technology or 

other advance areas of their ability and intelligent. I am seeing break through In my program 

at the library with all ages. Giving that option will increase their desire to look for the goal of 

better employment and better advancement in life. It will encourage them to have the desire 

of putting more effort In all that they will be doing; because there will be a better light at the 

end the tunnel. Seeing the break through in our program within the library 

system encouraged me to earn my certification In autism (so that I can be more equip in 

assisting them). I had been working with children with special needs for the last 16 years, but 

the last 3 years has been directly with all population that have autism and other special needs. 

Thank you in advance. 

Ruth Jinkiri 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

LJndC!y Jones 
Accre<lllatlon 
graduation options 
Wednesday, August 16, 2017 1:11:22 PM 

If you scan the overview of the plan, it appears to be an improvement; however, I know from 

deeper reading this plan would not be an improvement for those with IEPs. The IDEA of No 

Child Left Behind and similar programs is not a bad Idea. Unfortunately, how these programs 

are implemented is beyond anything I could ever imagine. The government, most of who have 

never worked a day as a teacher, much less a special education teacher, decides students with 

learning disabilities should be able to perform as their peers. What is INSANE to me is the 

definition of learning disabilities would allow anyone with any understanding above an 8th 

grade level to see that asking a student to with this disability to perform at the same level of 

his or her peers is only setting this child up for failure. Would you allow me to perform open 

heart surgery on you? I hope the answer is NO because I am not competent enough to do so, 

nor do I have the mental knowledge and understanding that would enable me to perform this 

task. Although I am bright, ranked in the top ten percent of my graduating class, graduated 

college with distinguished honors, and earned my masters degree while maintaining a 4.0, I 

would not be able to complete medical school because I truly believe I am not 

intelligent enough to understand the material and perform the actions required of me, and I 

almost faint at the sight of a needle. These two issues stem from the way my BRAIN 

FUNCTIONS. I might want to be a heart surgeon with every part of my soul, but due to my 
brain's ability, I will never be able have that title . Although this may seem like a stretch, the 

example I'm giving you is how a child with a learning disability feels when told they must pass 

tests, classes, graduation exams, etc. which are on at least an 11th grade level. Can you 

imagine the stress and embarrassment teenagers who understand no more than an 8 or 9 

year old feel when placed in classes with kids their age and expected to perform the same as 

their peers? YOUR PLAN REQUIRING THESE STUDENTS TO SIT IN ALL COURSES AND TAKE ALL 

EXAMS IS NOT ONLY RIDICULOUS, IT IS HEARTBREAKING FOR THOSE CHILDREN BECAUSE THEY 

WILL NEVER EXPERIENCE SUCCESS OUTSIDE OF THE LEVEL AT WHICH THEIR BRAIN 

FUNCTIONS. 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Dltte: 

l!llllll~ 
M.CCC!lllal.Jgf) 
Dlplom1 change corrments 
l11ursdly, Augl.l!it 17, 2017 12:36:27 PM 

We are fairly recent transplants to Mississippi and after our child started school he was 
diagnosed with high functioning autism. I am deeply concerned by Mississippi's current 
diploma system with the notion that there is a high chance my child would be forced to get a 
diploma that would essentially be worthless to him for trying to go to college or getting a good 
job. Our child may not be the fastest at learning certain subjects, but in no way is he not 
capable and should not get held back in life because of Mississippi's current way of doing 
things. I am glad to hear about the proposed diploma changes. However, if this does not pass 
and something doesn't change, as a resident who lives in Desoto County, I will make the 
decision to move my family to the TN side in order for my child to have a better chance in life 
post graduation. 
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From: 
Toe 
subject: 
D•te: 

t:21lk:r Laura 

Ag:retJltat!on 
D"'cma changes 
Friday, Allgll5t 18, 2017 12:01:19 PM 

Hello I I am an educator in Madison County Schools, and I do not agree with the proposed changes 

to our current diploma system. Specifically, I do not agree with the elimination of the MOD 
category. Most students In our MOD program will NOT be able to succeed in the regular classroom; 

moreover, they will NOT be able to secure passing scores on the SATP tests {or the alternative 

methods) in order to graduate. As a result, these students will not receive a diploma. I understand 

that the MOD certification is not a diploma, but these students learn valuable skills in a setting that 

allows them to be successful; they can then earn employment based on this certification. IF they are 

required to enroll in resular classes, they will not be successful and will not have a diploma, the lack 

of which will probably preclude gainful employment. 

Again, please reconsider the elimination of the MOD program; certain students NEED this program 

in order to be successful. 

Laura Miller, NBCT 
Madison Central High School 
Madison, MS 
Ace Eng II 
Mentoring 
PSAT 
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August 18, 2017 

Dt . .Jo Ann tvfolone, Director 
Office of Accreditation 
1\ifississipp.i Departtnent of Education 
Post Office Box 771 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0771 

Re: Proposed Revisions to Standiird 14, Appendi--t A and Appendix G (Grnduation Requirements) 

Or. Malone, 

I am writing in regard to the proposed graduation requirements to begin with the 2018-2019 school year. 
Our team has reviewed the proposed endorsement options, and we have the following concerns and/ or 
questions: 

1. The proposal includes limitations to students eligible for early release. In the "Standards Edits" 
document, for all proposed diplomas (traditional and endorsements) footnote 12 has identical 
language as follows: Uot' ~ar!J 1Y!/ease, students l'llllJ"I J11eel College or Cam•r Readi11eSJ Benchmarks tbaJ allow 
.rt11dmts to atlct1d po1t1cco11dmy 1111"tbot1t 1'!!111ediatio11 or dcnm11stmfe work rl!ar/y ·ru;1tirw11enfJ, Please clnrify if 
the required benchmarks refer to the ACT CCR Benchmarks (English: 18, Math: 22, Reading: 
22, Science: 23) or the MS IHL and Community college readiness benchmark~ (English: 17 and 
Math: 19). 

2. The footnote related to Technology reads as follows: Thejol/01vi11g co1me.r meet the Crm1cgie 11111/ 

reqt1irm1c11tfor Technology and Computer Sdcm·e: ICT If (J1!/im1illlio11 & Ca1Jm11111imtio11 Ted1nology JI), 
STEM (Sciom1, T~,·hJ/olagy, Blrgi1tmi11g, & Mathemati.~•), K~ysto11c, Ted.malog;y Fo111Jdatio111, !Hformalio11 & 
Co11mmNfral1011 Techt1ology, Project Lead the W 1£1' Ca111p!fter Sdem·e E1.rentia/1, Project Uad the We!)' 
1 ntmd:ictio11 to CoNJjmler St1.mt·e and Pr~/ed L:ad the IP" try l11lmd11f.'/io11 lo EJ1gi11mi11g, a11d (//!} ()/her amip11kr 
sdmc:r co111:re;. Given that the named courses are all taught i:n the ninth grade or lower, students 
transfer.ting in tenth grade or higher are limited it course opporhmittcs. Districts need additional 
flexibility and/ or state-approved onl.inc opportunities to assist upper-level students who transfer 
and need the credits. 

3. The prnposed Appendix A-6 for Traditional Diploma includes the following text: /Ii!}' J/t1dc1Jf who 
c0111phlH lhe JJ1iHilmw1 ,gr(/{/11att'o11 tU/Jtir~mmt.1 as spw/icd be/0J11 a11d hm mrr r!H rcq11irevm1tJ )or oa1h ofthi' 
req11ircrl high Hhoo/ r1sscss11m1ts iJ' d(~ih/~ lo m-eiw a high s,hooJ diplotJUI. The /om! sd100/ distrid llll!J t//ahlish 

Dr. Sue Townsend 
S1Jpr1rint•nd•nt of Ed11r:alion 
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additio11r.1/ /om/ mp1i1v111e11ts approved ~y the /0,11! J'chool boanl 11s a11thon'z~d m1der MiJ"J. Cud~ /11111. § 37-16-
7. This statement seems to be contradicted later in the same Appcndi-..:: A-6 by Footnote 12: 
St11dmts NJllJ/ ide11tijj an e11rlom11Jmt arr.a p1i()r to e11tering 911'gmd&. E11dom1111111t req11it'tl}Je11ts 1.·a11 011/y be 
changed with p111r11!trl pc1wiJiio11. Please clarify that students are not required to declare an 
endorsement above a Traditional Diploma. Further please clarify that students who may not 
success fully complete the identified endorsement will still be eligible to receive a Traditional 
Diploma, provided the student meets the min:Unuin requirements for a Traditional Diploma. 

4. Please reconsider the GPA requirement for the Career and Technical Endorsement. Some 
students will struggle to attain a 2.5 GPA, but still meet all other qualifications. We believe 
students who tneet the rigors of the other noted CTE endotsement requirements should be 
recognized regardless of their overall GPA. 

5. Given the costs related to all the additional requirements, will funding be available to support the 
efforts? Specifically, will the st:ite or other grant sources provide the ACT WorkKeys? 

6. In Appendi."< A-7 and Appcndi'< A-9, Pootnote 12, both reference "non-weighted" grades for 
dual credit. Given t11e variance al.-rDss districts in weighting procedmes, how will the state ensure 
that the non-weighted grades are used? Further, the district and school accountability modd 
does not include the same language. Cwrcntly, MSIS and school packages do not have a 
mechanism to track both weighted and non-weighted grades, which could lead to the appearance 
of inconsistency in school records. 

7. The existing standiitd diploma, as outlined in Appendix A 2, requires four cre<lits for English, 
mathematics, science, an<l social studies. However, the pi-oposed Traditional Diploma requires 
only three credits for science and three and a half credits for social studies, removing the 
geography requirement. What is the logic behind reducing teguirements in the four core content 
areas? 

Thank you for your work in the effort to raise stllndards for Mississippi's students and for the 
oppo.rtunity to provide input into the proposed revisions. 

Sue Townsend, Ph. D. 
Supr.dmcndent of Education 
Rankin County School District 

Dr. Sue Townsend 
Su11t1rintendenl al Education 
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From: 
To: 
SUbJ•ct: 
Date: 

I.Aura cameron 
~ 
New Graduation Requirements 
Monday, August 21, 2017 8:08:57 AM 

I am so deeply disturbed by the new diploma options. I have been a CTE Counselor for over 
25 years and I have seen so many new initiatives come and go. I understand that in a perfect 
world ALL students would graduate and become productive citizens. Unfortunately we do not 
live in a perfect world. It is completely unrealistic, in my opinion, to believe that the majority 
of special education students can graduate with a traditional high school diploma. We at the 
career and technical education level have been penalized every year because of students being 
on a diploma track when they come to us but are switched back to a certificate of completion 
track during the last semester of their senior year because they are unable to pass the subject 
area tests. Since they are on a diploma track during their time at my center I must test them on 
the MSCPAS. The majority do not pass it. This puts my programs in immediate program 
improval status because it hits us on the graduation component and the state assessment 
component. The 21 credit career pathway diploma, if used correctly, was a huge asset to those 
students who wished to go on to a CTE program after graduation. Used incorrectly it just 
allowed a bunch of students who failed too many classes to graduate with their peers. We 
operate three small schools in this district and our students often have a difficult time 
obtaining a schedule that allows them to enroll in a CTE program. Adding additional credits at 
the high school level and requiring a certain GPA to obtain the CTE pathway diploma is 
basically going to ensure that those students who truly would benefit from learning a skill are 
going to be unable to. I wish a group of people who was still "in the trenches" would make 
these kind of decisions. If you haven't been in CTE, SPED, or the regular classroom in the 
past 5 years then it's impossible for you to understand how things have changed. Maybe the 
larger districts would benefit from these graduation requirement changes but the smaller 
districts are having one more nail driven into their coffin. 

Laura U. Cameron Ed.S., NCC, NCSC 
Counselor 
Covington County CTE Complex 
P.O. Box 1268 
Collins, MS 39428 
Phone: (601) 765-8253 
Fax: (601) 765-9120 
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From: Surnnne Kell~· 
To: Accreclltat!OO 
Subject: Re: COD'ITlents on Graduation Options 
Date: Tuesdily, August 22, 2017 2:45:25 PM 

I apologize for the typographical errors in my first email. Below is the corrected 
version of the comments I would like to submit in reference to the proposed 
changes in the Mississippi Diploma options. The current Graduation Pathway 
options positively impacted the graduation rate for many Mississippi schools 
over the past several years as is the case with Forrest County Agricultural High 
School. I strongly believe the increase in the graduation rate is a direct result of 
efforts to decrease the number of student dropouts. Our efforts to assist at-risk 
students on our campus by offering them the current graduation pathway 
District Option or Career Pathway Option were crucial in many students' 
decisions to stay in school. Both of these options currently require a minimum of 
21 credits for a high school diploma. Also, Forrest County AHS was recognized 
with the highest percentage of Special Education students completing high 
school with a high school diploma during the 2016 school year. Many of our at­
risk Special Education students were also able to accomplish earning a high 
school diploma using the 21 credit options that best fit their situation. The 
current proposed Mississippi Diploma options have taken these options away 
from districts and I strongly believe we will see a decrease in the graduation rate 
and increase in the dropout rate once again if the proposed options are 
implemented this year. As for the CTE Endorsement, I have several concerns: 1. 
The requirement for an overall 2.5 GPA is not friendly to students who struggle 
academically but may excel in a hands-on CTE program Also, will there be a 
potential for CTE programs to be penalized for accepting students with a GPA of 
2.4 or below knowing in advance that the student may not be able to earn the 
CTE Endorsement? 2. The ACT WorkKeys is not offered on our school campus. 
Where will the resources come from to administer this test and will it be required 
by all CTE students? 3. The credit requirements increased from 21 to 26 along 
with adding additional required academic courses for the CTE pathway 
endorsement; therefore, CTE will no longer offer valid options to students who 
are at-risk. 4. Will CTE programs without dual credit and/or national credentials 
suffer because of the current lack of options to meet the additional requirements 
for the CTE endorsement? Raising the bar can be good. However, if students' 
perception is that the bar is no longer- attainable; will at-risk students revert to 
dropping out of high school once again7 Sincerely, Suzanne Kelly 

On Mon, Aug 21, 2017 at 5 :34 PM, Suzanne Kelly <skcllyfq>forrcs li:mullyahs. t:om> wrote: 
The current Graduation Pathway options positively impacted the graduation rate for many 
Mississippi schools over the past several year as is the case with Forrest County Agricultural 
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High School. I strongly believe the increase in the graduation rate is a direct result of efforts 
to decrease the number of student drop outs. Our efforts to assist at-risk students on our 
campus by offering them the current graduation pathway District Option and Career 
Pathway Option were crucial in many students decision to stay in school. Both of these 
options require a 21 minimum credits for a high school diploma. 

Also, Forrest County AHS was recognized with the highest percentage of Special Education 
students completing high school with a high school diploma during the 2016 school year. 
Many of our at·risk Special Education students were also able to accomplishment earning a 
high school diploma using the 21 credit options that best fit their situation. 

The current proposed Mississippi Diploma options have taken these options away from 
districts and I strongly believe we will see a decrease in the graduation rate and increase in 
the drop out rate once again if the proposed options are implemented this year. 

As for the CTE Endorsement, I have several concerns: 

I. The requirement for an overall 2.5 GPA is not friendly to students who struggle 
academically but may excel in a hands on CTE program, and will CTE program be 
penalized for accepting students with GPA of2.4 or below knowing the student will be able 
to earn the CTE Endorsement. 

2. The ACT WorkKeys is not offered on our school campus. Where will the resources come 
from to administer this test and will be required by all CTE students? 

3. The credit requirements increased from 21to26 along with adding additional required 
academic courses for the CTE pathway; therefore, it will no longer offer valid options to 
students who are at-risk. 

4. Programs without dual credit and/or national credentials will also suffer because of the 
lack of options to meet the additional requirements for the CTE endorsement. 

Raising the bar can be good; however, if students perception is that the bar is no longer 
attainable will they revert to dropping out of high school once again? I believe we may see 
an increase in the drop out rate once again. 

Sincerely, 

Suzanne Kelly 

Thanks. 

Suzanne Kelly, M.Ed. NBCT 
en: Director 
Forrest County A.H.S. 
(0): 60! -!iHl-4741 
(F): 601 -582-?0J I 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

!!u!l!!l1oc Ciabn(!lll 

ll~o 
Graduation options 
Monday, August 21, 2017 12:41:38 PM 

Dear MOE representative, 

I am a SPED teacher, and I am really concerned about the new proposal for MS graduation options. 

If I understand it correctly, it seems like there are only 2 options- 1. either pass all SAT tests and HS 

curriculum and graduate with regular diploma, or 2. have and SCD ruling and take alternate 

assessments. But what about the middle group of SPED students who are not SCD, yet can never 

complete the full curriculum or SAT assessments? They would stay till 20 years old just to walk a 

stage with a group of kids that are younger than them, and do you actually think they will stay'? We 

have many students who want to quit school because they know they can't do the work. There has 

to be some other graduating option for students who are not capable academically to meet the 

requirements, but could get some vocational training to be productive citizens with some kind of 

diploma of completion. The MOD was an option; now it was taken away with really not good 

replacement. It is hard to understand. 

Please consider making some changes and updates to help the middle group of SPED students to 

finish HS on time and with some kind of credit. 

Thank you. Sincerely, Gabriela Rutledge 

117 



From: Tony Cook <tcooku/thuuslon.k 12.ms.us. 
Date: August 21, 2017 at 12:25:44 PM CDT 
To: Jean Massey <jmassey@mdek 12.org>, pvandcrfi.inl(almdck 12.urg 
Subject: Early graduates 

When I got here, we had 50+ students in grades 9-12 who were 2+ grade levels behind. We 
started encouraging those students to take advantage of the 21 Carnegie unit district option. As 
more students have become aware of the option, the requests for early graduation has greatly 
increased. We have students who are on grade level and on track to graduate with a traditional 24 
unit diploma, but are requesting the 21 unit option so they can graduate in 3 years. I have some 
concerns and questions concerning this issue. 

# 1- Exactly how will this affect our graduation cohort calculations? 

#2- How will this affect our CCR component of the Accountability Model? Other districts have 
said that these students did not show at all in the CCR component. 

#3- Once we approve them for the 21 unit option, should we immediately code them as seniors in 
SAMS? 

Please give your opinion, as well as guidance. I've never encountered this amount of interest. In 
my opinion, it should be only for students who are behind, or have some sort of home-based 
hardship. 

Thanks for any guidance you can give. 
Tony Cook 

"The f oregoing electronic message and any files transmitted wiJh it are confidential and are 
iniended only for the use of the intended recipient named above. This communication may 
contain material protected by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERP A). If you 
are not the intended recipient, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this me~·sage is 
strictly prohibited. If you received this electronic message in error please notifY, me al the email 
address above. " 
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From: GQ!dm Cale 
Am edl!M!pn To: 

Subject: Comments on proposed diploma option proposal 
Tuesday, August 22, '.lDl 7 1:03:25 PM Date: 

Good afternoon -

Thank you for the opportunity to submit public comments on the newly proposed diploma 

options for expanding college and career opportunities for Mississippi students. Please see the 

following: 

• The Mississippi Department of Education proposed new high school diploma options that 

include an academic endorsement or a distinguished academic endorsement. 

• Currently, the academic endorsement requires students earn ACT sub scores of 17 in English 

and 19 in Math. The distinguished academic endorsement requires that students earn 

national college readiness benchmarks on each subset established by ACT or SAT. 

• The College Board would like to respectfully encourage the Mississippi Department of 

Education to include equivalent SAT scores for students to earn the traditional diploma as well 

as the academic endorsement. Including the SAT in these would maintain consistency with 

the distinguished academic endorsement, which currently includes college readiness on either 

the ACT Q[ SAT. 

• As it reads now, the suggested directive for academic endorsement reads Earn MS /HL and 

Community college readiness benchmarks (ACT sub scores 17 English and 19 Math as 

approved by postsecondary for non-remediation at most Community Colleges and IHL col/ege­

ready courses In senior year). Our request would be to add the wording "or the SAT 

equivalent" into the guidelines•. 

o Ol'ller ACT Admjn States 12016-1 7! : 

• South Carolina: For students to receive a South Carolina Academic Achievement 

Honors Award, students must meet certain benchmarks on the SAT or ACT 

(~). 

• Tennessee (ACT/SAT choice): In order to earn a regular high school diploma, 

students must complete the ACT or SAT in order to fulfill the graduation 

requirement. (.s.Q.U..a;e) 

*MS IHL currently uses a concorded score for the SAT using o College Board and ACT, Inc. agreed­

upon concordance for the old SAT scores and the ACT scores. The College Board has released a 

derived ™fJJ.cmce tablt! for revised SAT scores to old SAT scores. We anticipate an updated 

concordance between ACT and SAT by mid-2018. 

On behalf of The College Board, thank you for your consideration. Please contact me should you 
need anything further. 
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Cale Golden, Director, K-12 
State and District Partnerships 

The College Board 

3700 Crestwood Parkway NW, Suite 700, Duluth, GA 30096 

T 770.225.4055 IM 404.841.3641 

cgolden@col legeboard.org 

Clearln1 a path for all students to own their future 
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From: 
To; 
Cc: 
Subject: 
D11te: 

M.CJJmGraham 
Accn:dlt11t!o11 
S11zan11c Kc!lx 
Comments on PrapDSed D!plama Options 
Tuesday, August 22, 2017 10:35:32 AM 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I have several areas of concern over the elimination of current diploma options and the 
proposal of diploma endorsements that many students will not be able to achieve. Being a 
CTE counselor at a small, rural public high school, I have seen many students graduate with 
the 21 credit Career Pathway Diploma. At Forrest County Agricultural High School, we have 
many at risk students utilize this diploma option to graduate and pursue college/career plans. I 
know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, without th is option available, we will have students drop 
out. This is a tragedy. J know we need to increase expectations of students, but there comes a 
point when th is practice hurts students who are at risk of dropping out. Taking away the 21 
credit Career Pathway Diploma is a mistake. 

1. The 26 credit CTE endorsement will be difficult for average to below-average students to 
achieve because many of them are re-taking state tests and struggling with academics. We 
encourage students to take CTE courses, but then make the CTE endorsement option so 
difficult to achieve that it is discriminatory to at risk students. 

2. Is MOE going to make ACT WorkKeys available on high school campuses, for free, to all 
CTE students wishing to take it? 

3. Will MOE work with community colleges to make sure there are CTE dual credit classes 
available to all CTE students choosing to pursue this option? 

4. What about CTE programs that do not offer a national credential option for CTE students? 

Only the brightest and best students will have the determination and resources to pursue the 
CTE endorsement on their diploma. I think a lot of work needs to be done by MOE to ensure 
opportunities are available for students to achieve this endorsement before it is offered. 

Thank you, 

Melissa Graham 

CTE Counselor 
Forrest County Agricultural High School 
601-582-4741 
mgraham@forrestcountyahs.com 
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Dr. John Mark Cain 
Deputy Superintendent 

8-23-17 

To Whom It May Concern: 

SCOTT COUNTY SCHOOLS 
Courthouse Annex 

110 Commerce Loop 
Forest, MS 39074 

Telephone: 601-469-3861 
Facsimile: 601-469-3874 

After careful review of the proposed changes to the Mississippi high school diploma, I believe 
these changes aim to increase the readiness of our students. I think students should be 
recognized for their academic achievements and the endorsement track method lends itself to 
providing more assistance and support for students without such mechanisms within the home. 

I am equally concerned about a few portions of the proposal as it relates to funding and 
unintentional consequence to local districts and families. My concerns are as followed: 

• More clarity if the new "Traditional Diploma" can stand alone if a student failed to reach 
his/her endorsement option. (e.g., in Career and Tech Endorsement says students must 
earn a GPA 2.5 and there are many who do not.) 

• Who will fund the required AP exams for the Academic Endorsement? Will this be a 
state funded mandate or will local districts have to absorb this cost? Worst yet, will 
students/parents be responsible for paying for it? 

• Why is no pass score required for the AP test but students must score a "C" or higher for 
the Academic Endorsement? This appears to be dual-system of judging student 
performance and will benefit schools with more dual credit certified instructors or with 
students abler to financially take advantage of these courses. 

• Can a district's local option remain (e.g., 21 credits)? Should there be a case for local 
control? Many students who are behind use this option as a final catch up to a cohort. 
fear local school districts will produce more drop-outs if this option is stricken from the 
local district's discretion in special circumstances. 

• Regarding the CCR component, the proposal outlines the unknown course must occur 
within one semester of graduation. Why? What courses will qualify? What if the student 
enrolls late or transfers in needing other courses in lieu of this course? Can smaller 
districts accommodate the time frame due to limited personnel or scheduling issues? 

• In low SES districts with students who must work to support families, the inability to 
leave school early (no early dismissal without MS-CCR scores) will force hardships on 
struggling families and inadvertently cause more high school dropouts. Students will be 
forced to help provide for their families or finish school. 

• Fewer students with early dismissal and additional classes may force more teacher units 
to be filled/hired as more students are present for a longer portion of the day. This will 
cause more budgetary hardships on less affluent districts. 

• Are there any concerns how IHL or the Mississippi Community Colleges may interpret 
these endorsements in the future? Will students from less affluent districts without these 
options be given less academic or financial opportunities versus their peers who do? 
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Thank you for the opportunity to respond to these proposed changes and it is my hope this 
process will produce more valuable dialogue amongst the decision makers who pass new 
education refonns in our great state. 

Sincerely, 

John-Mark Cain, Ph. D. 

Deputy Superintendent, Scott County Schools 
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From: 
To; 
Subject: 
Date: 

Sa® I oadiy 

Aqu:ditlt!po 
publlc aimmants 
Wednesday, August 23, 2017 3:29:02 PM 

I have the following concerns with the proposed guidelines: 

It's my understanding that special education students have three options: 

- earn a traditional diploma 
- earn an Alternate diploma or 
- Certificate of Completion upon reaching age 20. 

However, it is my understanding that a student who is neither eligible for Alternate 
Assessment because of SCD or a regular diploma cannot participate in the graduation 
ceremony unless he/she reaches the maximum age of service under IDEA. 

There are not meaningful programs in place for those students who cannot receive a regular 
diploma nor are in need of alternate assessments to remain in school until age 20. Many of 
these students are frustrated by age 17 or 18 (if not before that ) and don't want to continue 
participating in what has been a frustrating environment. Efforts are made to assist with 
appropriately determining what the next steps are for these students once they exit high 
school. Insisting that they remain in school with no hope of receiving any form of diploma is 
demoralizing and impractical. It is important to these students and their parents, however, that 
they participate in graduation ceremonies with their peers. 

To deny these students the opportunity to participate in the graduation ceremony with their 
peers is inappropriate. 

Sarah Landry 

Sarah Landry 

Transition Coordinator 
Biloxi Schools 
1845 Richard Drive 
Biloxi MS 39532 
(228) 435-6105 Ext 2162 
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Comments for Oral Proceeding Regarding Graduation 
Requirements Effective for the 2018-2019 Academic Year 

During the 2001 legislative session, a man observed that the diploma system was 
failing some students with disabilities. At that time, there were only two options for 
students with disabilities to exit high school, a traditional diploma or a certificate of 
completion. He worked with a mother and legislators to introduce SB 2578. This 
legislation passed and was signed by the Governor, establishing the Mississippi 
Occupational Diploma (MOD). These people gave my child the opportunity to receive an 
MOD in 2008. The MOD program prepared him in academic and work skills to become 
employed. He exited school with a job where he is still employed, 9 years later. These 
people helped my son and many other students and we thank them for their insight. I am 
here today asking that you not eliminate the MOD, which is both useful and beneficial for 
many students with disabilities and enhances their lives in ways that will be lost if the MOD 
is no longer an option. 

During the 2017 legislative session, sixteen years after the MOD was adopted, SB 
2432 was introduced, amended in conference, passed the Senate and the House and was 
signed by the Governor on April 14, 2017. The bill stated: 

The special Mississippi Occupationai Diploma for students with 
disabilities shall not be available to any student entering the Ninth 
Grade in the 2017-2018 school year or thereafter, pending State 
Board of Education approval of new graduation options. 

At this current time, the State Board of Education has not approved any new 
graduation options so by the letter of the law, the MOD should still be offered to students 
entering the ninth grade for the 2017-2018 school year. However, during IEP meetings 
held during spring of 2017 for students entering the ninth grade, parents and advocates 
were told the MOD was no longer an option. This was occurring before the law went into 
effect and prior to State Board of Education approval of new graduation options and 
requirements. 

On August 6, 2017, the Clarion ledger published an article under the headline: 
"Advocates worry diploma elimination will edge out special-ed students". This article 
states: "The state Board of Education put new diploma options out for comment in July. The 
procedure is required by state law before making certain changes in education policy. But 
in some ways, the elimination of the occupational diploma is already a done deal." The 
APA process is required by state law before certain types of changes can be made in state 
policies and is required in connection with elimination of the MOD. In practical application, 
the MOD has already been eliminated. Elimination of the MOD started months ago in 
connection with MDE training reflected in: "Guidance for the Discontinuation of the 
Mississippi Occupational Diploma" an MOE publication dated May 1, 2017. 

I 

125 



If this is how the process operates, State Board of Education members should have 
put out a statement stating, if you are planning to submit public comments regarding the 
MOD, don't waste your time because elimination of the MOD started months ago. As of 
today, the State Board of Education has not approved any new graduation options, thus 
leaving students who entered the ninth grade this year without the option to pursue the 
MOD. Today, as it was 16 years ago, the only options which will be available to students 
with an IEP are a traditional diploma or a certificate of completion. Eliminating the MOD 
before State Board of Education approval is offensive, demeaning, and disrespectful. If MDE 
is going to implement programs without the approval of the State Board of Education, what 
purpose does this board serve? 

I reviewed the membership of the Graduation Requirements Diploma Options 
Steering Committee and was disappointed to see that this committee does not include any 
disability organization and only one parent and one special education teacher. At a 
minimum, this committee should have included the MS Parent Training and Information 
Center which educates and advocates for students with disabilities and their parents. 

In considering diploma options, MOE conducted a survey but I am unaware of any 
advocate or parent included in the survey. Significantly, the survey does not include a 
single question regarding the MOD which further reflects the bias against the MOD. Survey 
comments include: "I think more input is needed from teachers and parents." I certainly 
agree with this comment and believe that process, more input from teachers and parents, 
should be carried out before the MOD is eliminated. 

"Guidance for the Discontinuation of the Mississippi Occupational Diploma" and 
other news articles state that elimination of the MOD provides more opportunities for 
students with disabilities to earn a standard high school diploma. Students with disabilities 
have always had the opportunity to earn a standard high school diploma-some just 
require appropriate support and services to do so. In fact, under IDEA, the first option for 
students with disabilities should be the path to a traditional diploma. We all want students 
to graduate with a traditional diploma but for some students that is not a realistic goal. 

The MOD was developed and implemented because some students were being left 
out. We know improvements are needed to the MOD and a committee of all stakeholders 
should have been established to address the needed changes. Jn a section on the MOD, 
changes have either already been made or proposed where the requirement of 540 hours 
of paid employment has been or will be revised to include unpaid or paid employment, paid 
or unpaid Internships or apprenticeships but this information was not included in the May 
1, 2017 Guidance for the Discontinue of the MS Occupational Diploma document This 
should be a start. 

To earn a MOD requires the student to receive credits in the areas of academic and 
occupational skills. Surely there is a way these students can also be counted in the 

2 

126 



) 

graduation rates. Even though it seems too late, I am asking you to reconsider eliminating 
the MOD and keep this program in place for the gm graders this year. If too many students 
were being placed on the MOD track, then appoint a committee to develop criteria for 
students, just like the criteria being recommended with the new alternate diploma. 

When students with disabilities receive appropriate supports and services, we will 
see an increase in these students receiving traditional diplomas. We will also see an 
Increase ln our graduation numbers due to the inclusion of students who have a label of 
Significant Cognitive Disability (SCD) in graduation rates. What concerns me Is the number 
of students who drop out because of the lack of an appropriate program for them. Just like 
16 years ago, we have a group of students who are once again being excluded. 

Mandy Rogers 

3 
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From: 
To: 

WJl..B.£111'11 
Accreditation 

CCI 

Subject: 
]l!iJO Mawiy: Mllce Mulvihill 
Diploma options and changes proposed by MOE 
Thursday, August 24, 2017 2:44:34 PM D•te: 

Dr. Jo Ann Malone 

Office of Accreditation 

State Department of Education 

Dr. Malone, 

Please accept this email as my wholehearted endorsement of the Graduation Task Force's 

recommendations for diploma options. As the Fiscal and Administrative agent for the 

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, our mission is to provide opportunity for our 

citizens to get the best job possible through education and training. We are excited about 

the new options that recognize different paths to earning a diploma and the Inclusion of 

mandatory courses in career readiness that include specific life skills such as work ethics. 

Having just completed our Sector Strategy Plan for the 27 county Mississippi Partnership 

Local Workforce Development Area, it is inspiring to me to see our State Department of 

Education's willingness to adapt to meet the needs of students and businesses as we 

develop Mississippi's future workforce. I appreciate the leadership, dedication and the 

passion that people like Dr. Jean Massey and the MOE team exemplify for our state. I look 

forward to these recommendations being approved and implemented. 

Bill Renick 

WIOA Division Director 

Three Rivers PDD 

P.O. Box 690 

Pontotoc,Ms. 38863 

662-489-2415 

brenick@trpdd.com 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

R!v!?Q Glider 
Aa:ftl!!t11tlon 
Pending Changes Reganling Specllll Educa~on Olplom11 OplfOns 
Fflday, August 25, 2017 3:37:50 PM 

Good Afternoon, 

I am writing to plead with you to consider a graduation option to replace the Mississippi 

Occupational Diploma. I am currently an Occupational Diploma teacher and I am heartbroken 

about this option begin taken away. The incoming 9th grade class this year has a definite need 

for another option other than a certificate or a traditional diploma. 

Taking the Occupational Diploma away might be a money saving option for MDE but it is 

without a doubt in the worst interest of the students. In the long run, it will be less expensive 

for our government to support this diploma option for our students now. The alternative is 

going to be having the government financially support all of these students and their future 

families when they are not able to gain competitive employment after high school! 

I'm all for a new structure for the Occupational Diploma but it should not just go away 

altogether. North West Community College In Mississippi recently started a program to 

continue education for Occupational Diploma students and others who don't receive a 

traditional diploma. The program is called Mi-Best and it is a perfect fit for MOD students 

planning to get some post-secondary education. I have already seen a success story from Mi­

Best with one of my MOD students and I want to see many more success stories in the future. 

Please reconsider and do what is truly best for the students. 

Best, 

Rivers Gilder 

Desoto Central High School 

SPED-MOD 

.... ·- .................. ·~- ···-· ........ .,... ...... ....... ,... ......................................... .. - -~ .. ~--~· - ·---. ·- .. -................ -- ...... ·-.. ·- ··--- -- .. -- -·. --· .. -- . 
! The fo111g0Jng lllC!(lfOn/c.mwcJge 011d any f(lf!s traramltte<I with It nf\! ~011/ld•>nt lol and ate rnccncled only for the usci of the Intend~ 
t reclpletlt rldmed above. This communlca1!00111«y cont11l11 m11t1:ria/ protected by r.he fdm/lf Ed1 n:1Ui1111<1I Rl/jh<' dml Prlv11.;y Act 
I (FERPA). I( YOIJ ure 1101 CM ln<enclird redplent, copying. dlst<tbullon or use of tlie contents nf this me.uag1: b Wlct/y prohibited. If YO<J 
! rfceived !his eltclronk 1nenage In error, pleaw notify us immecl/11tely ul 661·~29-s;m. 
1 ...... . .. .... .. .. ............ ... . ... . ........... .................. . .... . .... .......... ................................ .... .. ... ....... ........... .. 

129 



) 

'---') 

Fnm1 
To: 
lubjmct: .,... 

Li!CeU MOO!!! 
Accred!tMfon 

Spedll Nllds Clplorn1 Change 
Sunclllv, Auglltt XI, 2017 1:01:17 PM 

We need to reinforce to our special needs community that although they are different they are 
NOT less than any other person allowed to walk across that stage. They shou Id be allowed to 
walk proudly with their classmates. 

Sincerely, 

A Mississippi Graduate 
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From: 
To: 
subject: 
Date: 

Greetings, 

John Gdmn 
Acges!!tatklfl 
Reading and Math Program 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 2:29:57 PM 

Many children in special education who were and still are on the Mississippi Occupational Diploma 
track do not have basic reading and math skills. It is my suggestion that whatever program you 
replace the MOD curriculum with involves and intense reading and math program that is progress 
monitored. Parents have been told that some colleges accept the MOD, and then they were told 
that In order to go to college students would have to get their GED first. However, they are rarely 
told that their child lacks the basic reading and math skills needed to obtain the GED. 

The MOD program was designed to prepare student for the world of work, and the reason why it did 
not work Is because whe the MOD teachers started to teach the students how to complete an 
applfcation. The students could not read the application. Everything objective that had to be 
taught by the MOD teacher had to be lectured, every quiz, test, assignment had to be read, and if 
the student did not have anybody at home that could help them with homework. The homework 
did not get done. 

The special education program needs an overhaul. Too many children are exiting high school not 
knowing how to read or perform basic mathematic operations. The special education teachers are 
overwhelmed. I would suggest allowing the special education teachers to teach and collect data, 
and hire someone else that gather the data from the special education teacher, write the IEPs, and 
conduct the IEP meetings. 

I believe that their should be a systematic program from elementary all the way through high 
school that will ensure that by the time a student exits or graduates high school that they are able 
to read, write, and perform basic math at least up to an 8th grade level. The students want to 
learn. They sometimes feel like they are not smart, something Is wrong with them, and they can't 
learn because no one Is helping them. 

Also, some parents think that their children are supposed to automatically pass because their 
children are in special education. That perception has to change. The parents need to understand 
that accommodations and modifications are in place to help the child, but their are still things that 
must be accomplished by the student if the student Is the pass to the next grade. All the 
accommodations and modifications In the world will not help a child to pass if they do not pay 
attention In class, If they don't attempt to complete class assignments, and If they don't study the 
material. 

Starting In first grade their should be a reading and math class that students in special education 
are required to take every year until they have mastered grade level skills. 

I am proposing that the state of Mississippi implement a comprehensive reading and math program 
for all mild/moderate special education students. 

Look at the data and you will find that the children can't read and perform basic math and even 
some of them who exited school with the MOD are reading at extremely low grade levels. 

Teach the children reading and math. Then they wlll be more Interested in learning other things. 
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from: l&l1lli1 f!Jl>anks Eubanks 
Tor AccrcdltQI Ian 
Dllbl: SUnday, August X1, 2017 3:10:15 PM 

Kids that attend school that has special needs should be able to get there diploma my daughter 
was one of those kids she didn't get hers it's not right they work hard to 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Dr. Malone, 

cooce Bul!Oc:k 
Acccedltatk!n 
Spedlll Education Diploma Options 
SUnday, August 27, 2017 6:21:59 PM 

I have been an educator for 24 years, having spent the last six years in Special Education. I have 
always been a huge advocate for special education students. As a general education teacher, the special 
education students were always welcomed into my class with open arms and with no discrimination. They 
were always treated as equally as possible. I knew they had limitations but I always focused on their 
strengths and worked closely with the special education teacher to make sure they were as successful as 
possible. 

In my current position, I am the special education teacher. Sometimes, I am the child's only advocate. 
Not all students have a support system at home that encourages them to be successful. We, as 
teachers, work with these students to take them as far as they can possibly go academically. Not all 
special education students will succeed enough to pass the subject area tests and In tum receive a 
standard diploma. At my high school, we keep the students on the diploma track until it is obvious the 
student will not pass the tests in order to graduate. These students have worked hard and have attended 
school for thirteen years, but because of some disability that is no fault of their own, the educational 
system says they can't walk and "graduate" with their peers. These students and their parents know they 
are receiving a certificate of attendance but it is still just as important to them. 

Please do not take away that milestone for these students. Not ALL children are college bound and a 
significant amount need technical or vocational skills where a diploma is not always necessarily needed. 
"Graduation" may be the only significant milestone some of these students ever achieve in their lifetime. 
Please don't take It away from them. 

Sincerely, 

Cheree Bullock 
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From: 
To1 
SUbjed:: 
Date: 

Mrs. Malone, 

C4.cd!:.Jlld!QQ 
&fill)jliJtlgn 
Proposed l.eQlslature for Students with Dlsabllttes 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 8:59:43 PM 

It has been brought to my attention that there is a piece of legislature floating around out there that would 
hinder a child with a certificate to walk with their graduating class. This idea has got to be one of the most 
idiotic things the stale department has ever thought up. My mother is a special education teacher. She's 
served hundreds of children over her 25 years in education, and continues to serve those who need her 
help. I've grown up knowing that some children have special needs; but that does not make them any 
different from me. Instead of tearing these kids down any more than we already are, how about we make 
more vocational classes and programs available to them? Lers help them find a trade or skill that will help 
them succeed in the real world . If we're really truthful with ourselves, we know college is not for everyone. 
It just isn't for everyone. Why do we measure our kids on one standardized level? Children are not all on 
the same level. All children will NEVER be on the same level. 

If we're really honest, once a student leaves high school, those test don't matter one bit. I'll give you an 
example. I was blessed with the ability to make good grades throughout my school career. I was in 
"Alpha" in elementary and middle schools, and even made a perfect score on the dreaded U.S. History 
state test in high school. Do you want to know what that's gotten me so far? Not a single thing. I have 
nice little mementos to remind me of my accomplishments, but none of those things have any value in the 
real wood. We label a child as being one of three categories: gifted, average, or special education. The 
gifted kids are rewarded with groups like "alpha", or some different program. The average kids are just 
kind of hanging out until graduation. The special education kids, however, are labeled are as stupid, 
ignorant, and less of a student because of their disabilities. We as a state have got to do better. 

Some children comprehend verbal instructions better than written. Let's do our best to accommodate that. 
Some children can't read as fast as their classmate beside them. Instead of timing them, Jet's figure out a 
way to improve their reading skills. The majority of children with disabilities say, "I'm going to fail anyway, 
so I will just rush through this." Let's give them a reason to care. There are so many "disabilities" out there 
that are seen as an automatic failure. This isn't the case. While most teachers do their best, there are 
others who toss a special education kid to the curb. That's a teacher problem, not a student problem. 
Educate more teachers on how to handle different aspects of a child's disability. Educate the educators 
first, and then you can find where the real problem lies. 

By not allowing these special education students to walk with their dassmates, you're demeaning them in 
the worst way. You're telling them. "I'm sorry, Charlie. You weren't worth our time or money while you 
were here. You not only wasted our time, but yours as well . Good luck out in the real world." Just because 
a child needs special accommodations to make good grades, should not prevent them from experiencing 
one of life's greatest goals. You're taking that away from them if this passes. The Mississippi Department 
of Education, and MOE alone. will be taking a ch ild's life achievement away from them. That's something 
to think about. 

I've contacted my local senators and representatives, as well as those from other areas across 
Mississippi. I am also prepared to speak with our representatives in Washington on this matter. I would 
also like to extend an invitation to visit Mississippi schools. Go outside the four walls of your Jackson 
office, and see what a difference these children and teachers are making in the lives of those around 
them. You only see scores instead of faces. Start looking at the bigger picture. There is no reason that 
any of God's children should be made a mockery of, for needing help. 

Best regards, 

Carrie Bullock -
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From: 
TOI 

Subjmd:; 
Dllhl: 

&l.clUllla 
Acro:dlhlllgn 

New gnidl.lllllon requlremenls 
sundly, August 27, 2017 9:38:20 PM 

I do not aaree that kids with IEPa should not bell>& able to gnduato with their class. These chlldron deserve the 
same graduation experience u their peers. They should not be penalized because they do not learn accordlns to the 
same standards as their peers do. This law would punish those children with IEPs adding more stru&&)es to their 
schooling process. 
Sent from my IPhono 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Dat11: 

Gussie f ords 
Acc!Cdftatloo 
Oca.ipallonal Diploma 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:02:56 PM 

To whom It May Concern: 
My name is Gussie Farris. I am a retired Sped Director. I worked 40 years in lhe Coahoma Counly School System, 
as 11 Sped Teacher,School Psychologist and Sped Director. I also worked live more years in Memphis City Schools, 
Quitman County Schools and in 11 private special school. I worked for Delta Manor !CF, Region I Mental Health 1111d 
as an a4junct et Delta State University. 
Lefs just sny that I hove been around. 

When the OD came out, I was excited. I thought it would be great for the kids. It sounded great. However, in 
prnctice it was a total disaster. It was called o "Diploma", which wos o mistake, because it wus not. It was accepted 
nowhere for nothing. One child who got it, migltt be very capable, another might be the opposite. I saw huge 
variation across districts, which meant it was meaningless. 
All the OD did, was to dumb down the 99% of Sped kids who hod a real shot at n regular Diploma. 'lbe vust 
majority of Sped kids have a mild disability, relatively speaking, and with the right help, could get a regular 
diploma. When you give regulared 11 way to dump kids somewhere, they will do it. Thal is the hiller truth. The 
concern of regular ed is looking good on paper. Regular Ed used Sped for years, 11s a pince to gel rid of kids Lhot 
were going to make them look bad on tests. When I was a Sped Director, I was notorious for roising hell about all 
the kids called SCD to get them out of the regular tests. 
l nm thrilled lhnt they are proposing to do away with the OD. It harmed vastly more kids than it helped. It sounded 
good but it was awful in practice. All it did was create 11 separate and unequal path to graduation. II wasn't any betLer 
than getting a Certificate. 

The best place for non-SCD kids is in the regular classroom. The best thing for a non- SCD kid is a real diploma. 
Someone once said to me, people only core about whot gets counted. Make ALL kids count. With the right help, 
these kids most certainly can get a diploma. Frankly, l was in public education, before 94-142, and ALL kids were 
in the regular class and got diplomos, except for the SCD kids, though, that's nol a tc1m lhat was used then. Teachers 
used to leach everybody and everybody learned. 

Currently, I am doing volunteer work with some of my fomler students. It has hit me in the face, with where I failed 
these kids. Do you really truly want to help kids? I can tell you how. 
I. Keep all kids except SCD in the regular Diploma track. 
2. Police who can be dubbed "SCD", because I promise you, some administrators would call their mother SCD. 
3. Have a year round after school program and esy for kids with a sped ruling. 
4. Pay for Sped kids to take summer school regular ed classes to ltelp them get the credits to gradm1te. 
(These next are imperative fo1· helping kids get jobs) 
5. Grade each district on how m11ny sped kids have a state JD, before they groduate . 
6. Grade each district on how many Sped kids haven Driver's License before they graduate. 
7. Grode each district on how many kids have an open case with Vocational Rehab berorc they graduale. 
8. Grade eoch district on how many Sped kids ha11e 1111 acceptance letter l"rom 11 higher ed entity. 
9. Grnde each district on how many SCD kids nave an acceptance leller for 11 work center or Adull Daycare. 
10. Of course, grade them on how many Sped kids got n regular diploma. 

Please do NOT say it should be on the IEP and that is lhe proof. An IEP is the most overl'llled document in the 
world. Unless you have a very S11vy and diligent parent, an ·IEP is worthless. I liavc seen il over and over, oil this 
great stuff is put on the IEP and none of it is done. Or if it is done, it's done poorly. 
Ask for ProoJ: acceptance letters, copies of the ID, copies of the license, etc. Then um.J only then will you know ii 
hus truly been done. 
Doing awoy wilh the OD will be a great lirst step in helping Mississippi Sped kids get a reul education. 
Sincerely, 
Gussie Farris 
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From: 
To: 
subject: 
Date: 

Sl!ld!!V Thomas 
&r!'edltatfoo 
Re: Spedal Needs clploma 
Mondav, AuQUst 28, 2017 8:45: 11 AM 

In reply to the previous email I sent - I went Qack and reread the statement. I believe I 
misunderstood it initially. If I understand it right, special needs students can get a traditional 
diploma. That is what I want. I want my grandson to have all opportunities he can achieve. 

Sorry to the inconvenience with your time. 

God bless. Have a good day. 

Shirley Thomas 

On Mon, Aug 28, 2017 at 8:37 AM, Shirley Thomas <sthomus@hm1ston.k12.m:..us> wrote: 
I am against "The special Mississippi Occupational Diploma for s11~den1s with disabilities shall not be 
available to any student entering the Ninth Grade in the 2017-1018 school year or thereajiel', pending 
State Board qf Education approval of new graduation options. 11 

I have a special needs grandson who is trying very hard to meet normal standards. He is a ninth grader. 
Is is slightly handicapped in some areas. Sometimes he makes the grade and sometimes he does not. If 
you take away the option for a diploma in the 9th, 10th or I Ith grade why should he try at all? I want his 
future to be a bright as the "normal" students future. Even though he is a little slower doesn't mean he 
doesn't get it. 

Please don't allow this to happen. 

Shi,.fey Thomas 

Shirley Thomas 

"The foregoing electronic message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are 
intended only for /he use of the intended recipient named above. This communication may 
contain material protected by the Family Educational Rights and Prlvacy Act (FERPA). lfyou 
are not the intended recipient, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this mes.sage is 
strictly prohibited If you received this electronic message in error please notify, me at the 
email address above." 
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From: 
Toi 
Subject: 
Date: 

~ 
Accred1ta11oo 
Graduation for students wtth dlsabMltles 
Manday, August 28, 2017 10:19:09 AM 

Denial graduation and the celebration of 12 or more years of hard work is wrong on so many levels. As a retired 
educator, I have witnessed the growth and decline of services to students with disabilities. This current measure will 
be a hu&e deterrent to any child and parent for a public education. Why bother? This will lead to why bother trying 
to develop a skill for employment, just draw a check. If anyone completes the requirements for a certificate, 
diploma, or whatever you want to label the current certificate, then they have earned the privilege of the ceremony. 
Denial ofthis privilege invokes the beliefofa cast of lesser human beings therefore unworthy ofachieving in life. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
To; 
Subject: 
Date: 

Sa!eymab Whi:cler 
llccredk«lpo 
Dlplama options ror children with spedal needs 
Mond1y1 August 281 2017 11:15:04 AM 

To Whom it May Concern: 

As both a parent of a special needs child and a Special Education teacher I think that it is unfair that 
the Mississippi Occupational Diploma option is being taken away. I know that we have students that 
are able to function on their own that still require services. But, what about those students that 
don't qualify for SCD, but they are still very low and may never pass the state test (we have students 
in the General Education classes that can't pass the state test) how is this fair. Our students need 
another option, at this point I am having to transition my child into a regular ED classroom so that 
she will be on the high school diploma track, and she still may not pass the required test. 

Please take into consideration the needs of those students that may not be one or the other, but fall 
in between. 

Thank you, 
Saleemah Wheeler, a concerned parent and teacher 
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l'rem: 
TOI 

Subj Kt: 
Dahl: 

~ 
ac.nro11at100 
SCD endorsements 
Mondav, August 28, 2017 12:06:27 PM 

Good Afternoon, 
As a veteran teacher of 40 years, I am excited to sec a new option for the SCD students 

who are able to succeed in the areas of the new Alternative Diploma Option. I am however 
disappointed that a child who receives a certificate of work or presence is not allowed to walk 
across the stage with their class. It is important to these students to be apart of the class and 
walking across the stage gives them a sense of importance no matter what their disability is. 

Thank you, 
Mrs. Connie Smith 

• • • This Email was sent by a staff member at Mason Elementary School in Laurel School 
District MS. 
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From: 
To: 
Cc 
SubJett: 
D11te: 

Amanda Gines 

AmM!laGhJC5 
Atcn:sfltotlon 
Tate Reeves: swll!lam:;·M mcs@hpusc ms.ggv: dda1Wlns@go11tc ms.goy 
Please do nat take IJWl!ff option for hi~ school dlploma tor MY special needs child 
Monday, August 2B, 2017 12:29:49 PM 

Office of Accreditation 
Dr Jo Ann Malone 
P 0 BOX771 
JACKSON MS 39205-0771 

Dear Office of Accreditation: 

I am the parent of a 9 yr old special needs child. He and I have been on a mission for these past nine 
years working on the possibility of him receiving a high school diploma. So this legislation being 
passed that makes a high school diploma unavailable to him is taking away our mission, our rights to 
full access to this public education that is afforded to all. What reason would any sort of legislation 
be need to be enacted to limit any childs pursuits of that high school diploma that this public 
education system promotes? 

So a child of special needs will be limited? Where we continue to promote that there are no limits. 

I respectfully ask that all special needs children be given the opportunity to earn a high school 
diploma as Every student has the opportunity. Because this promotes the idea that this state could 
care less about the society of its disabled populations th ere in. 

Thank you for your time and I pray the best decisions are implemented. 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Gines 

cc: Governor Phil Bryant 

Lt Gov Tate Reeves 

Representative Sonya Williams-Barnes 

Senator Debora Dawkins 
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Prom: 
To: 
Subjec:t: 
Date: 

Chism. Cbt!s 
Acmalltatlon 
Dlploma OptlOns 
Tuesdil'(, August 29, 2017 8:37:08 AM 

Good afternoon. 

I have several issues with the new proposed diploma options, early dismissal requirements, 
and the loss of a special education option. 

First, the loss of a path for special education students will ultimately be detrimental for many 
students across the state. It is very frustrating for all of us to sit in meetings with parents and 
student and tell them we have no options. You either get a diploma or a certificate in four 
years. We, as a state, keep trying to put square pegs in round holes. In this case, and with 
many special education situations, this idea simply doesn't work. I met with a student and his 
parent a couple of weeks ago. This student has autism, but he is also very intelligent. The 
class LOAD and the stress levels in state tested subjects caused his tics to worsen. The parents 
and the student's doctor asked that he be removed from those classes. Medication could not 
control his tics anymore, because of the added stress. There is no option for this student now. 
This is not a student with a low IQ. He is very capable, but even with accommodations, the 
load the student had to bear was too much. You see, every case in special education is 
different. If we, as a state, are smart enough to figure out that students with disabilities need 
individualized services, surely we are smart enough to figure out that a single diploma option 
is not always the best case for these students. Truthfully, this student will be working with his 
family when he leaves Pearl High School. He won't have a need for college. However, we 
could be giving him some wonderful job and life training at this time. That option is being 
taken off the table. There are also several students that are just above SCD this discussion 
applies to as well. If our goal as a state is to be COLLEGE or CAREER ready, why are we 
taking away an option for special education students to be CAREER ready? This makes no 
ethical or logistical sense. 

Next, I want to address the early release idea. This will ultimately cost the school district 
extra teacher units. (another unfunded mandate) We are also a very blue collar town. Many of 
our students hold down jobs to help their parents make ends meet. Again, we are working to 
get students college and/or CAREER ready. Is there a better way to prepare for a career than 
working? I understand the point, but I do not feel this tits every school district. It certainly 
does not fit ours. This also directly conflicts with what our schools and our state say we are 
trying to accomplish .. 

Next, taking away our local option will cause the dropout rate here to rise. As it stands now, 
students that are over the required age do not have to be at school. We can currently "dangle 
the carrot" in front of them and talk them into coming back by being very creative with their 
schedule. Adding more required classes and taking this option away will certainly impact 
these students. 

Next, why do we have a non-weighted credit for DC classes and we don't have the same 
requirement for AP or JB? Who pays for these tests? Again, I see this as an equity issue for 
many districts. 

Last, I feel like the state is overreaching with this plan. Many districts have their own 
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diplomas with their own requirements. That should be a local issue, ratherthan a state issues. 
In one major action, you are going to destroy many traditions in several school districts. 
Along these lines, IHL is not going to care about ''which" diploma option a student receives. 
Both our in-state and out-of-state colleges will continue to focus on GPA- along with 
associated transcript and a student's ACT/SAT score. They will not be concerned with our 
state sanctioned diplomas. Therefore, I don't understand the purpose of this change. 

In going to meetings over the last several years, the one constant I have heard from the MDE 
is this: "We are listening." In all of my contact with principals across the state, I am yet to 
find a single administrator that is in favor of this change. They all outline the same issues I 
brought out in the ideas above. In the opinion ofmyseif and many of my colleagues, these 
diplomas are going to be pushed through regardless of what is said or what issues are brought 
forward. I certainly hope you are reading these comments and taking them to heart. We are 
talking about a drastic change to the daily lives of our students and families - and not for the 
better. 

Thank you, 

fJ',./J11i(J/I! f/~u/ .· i'1~ {·,/,.A-,./ 

(lf.J) (;(J 1- 'XJC' 7.0:i / 

({.;) (j(j'}. ')I<)_ ()~J,)( 

(}l) (J() I_ ')/j[_)_ ((jt)'} 

t . 
~"""" 

The Mission of Pearl Public School District is to prepare each student to become a lifelong 
learner, achieve individual goals, and positively impact a global society. 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

GIMer Cojkrell 
t\crred!tutkln 
Graduation Options public C001ment 
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:22:30 AM 

My thoughts on the topic arc many, but my lll'lin concern is the idea thut the changes nre proposing 1hat the snidents that exit 
with a Ce11iticate of Completion must stay until age 20 to obtain the Certificate. TI1e srudents that are on the track ta receive a 
Certificate of Completion that do not stay until age 20 should not count on our drop out rate. l do not agree with this. In the 
past, many times these have been your students who are on the Traditional Diploma track and can't pass the subject urea tests, 
therefore have to exit with o Certificate or not exit/graduate. These students usually will not choose to stay until they are age 
20. These students shouldn't count against our drop out rate. Your SCD (self-contained) students are the ones who will 
generally stay until age 20. They should be the students to receive a Certificote of Completion. However, this proposal is 
desig11ed fo.r ONLY SCD (self-contained) students to have an alternlltl: diploma thnt certifies that they have successfully 
completed o study aligned to academic standards. I don't understand why the SCD students will receive Bl\ alternate diploma 
instead of the ones who just cun't complete a T111ditionol Diploma. In my opinion, it's backwards. This proposal doesn't ullow 
for an alternate diploma for lhe students who just can't complete the Traditional diploma track, 1111d it requires them to stoy 
until ogc 20. I do not ogree with the way this is set up. This is my opinion only. 
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TD: 
Geomanna Md.ilia 
Accmd/t;ltloo 
Gl'llClultlon polcy 
Tlllldarf, August 29, 2017 10:11:35 AM 

Please allow students with 1111 IEP who have met requirements for certificate to participate in gradu_ations 
ceremonies. It Is unfair to keep them from participating in a ceremony when they have met all that is required of 
them. Different standards does not mean exclusiveness. You want us to work with inclusion situations all day, all 
year. Don't operate under a double standard. 

Sent from my !Phone 
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Prom: 
Toi 
SUbject: 
O.te: 

Dr. Malone: 

Mlt:zlWoo!ls 
Accreditatloo 
DCploma Requirements 
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:33:00 AM 

I am writing this email in support of the new recommendations by the Graduation Task Force for high 
school dlploma requirements: which include the traditional diploma with the opportunity to add career and 
technlcal, academic or distinguished academic endorsements;and the Altemate Diploma option for 
students with cognitive disabilltles. 

I think these recommended changes will be very beneficial to the workforce population we serve in the 
Delta. 

Thank you for allowing me to comment. 

Mitzi Woods 
Workforce Director 
South Delta PDD 
Delta Worl<force Development Area 
PO Box 1776 
Greenville, MS 38702 
662-335-6889 
mwooda@adpdd.com 
www.sdpdd.com 
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From: Scott Cantrell [mailto:scottcantrell@mcsd.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:45 AM 
To: Accreditation <accred@mdek12.org> 
Subject: Comments pertaining to potential graduation options 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on potential graduation requirement options . 

Concerns and Questions: 

I. Might it be possible for the College and Career Ready course to be a 1/2 credit course instead 
of a full credit course? Financially speaking, the addition of this course as a ful I credit course 
could be considered an unfunded mandate. It is my understanding that any certified teacher will 
be allowed to teach the CCR course, but our teachers already have a full schedule with their 
current comse loads. If our teachers continue to teach their current course loads, another 
employee to teach the CCR class to all seniors would then be necessary. I believe the need for 
another teacher could be eliminated though with the reduction of the CCR comse to 1/2 
credit. The reduction would allow schools to pair MS Studies (traditional 9th grade course that 
has traditionally paired with geography, which has been eliminated as a requirement) with 
Economics (traditionally paired with Govt. during the senior year). 10th graders could continue 
to take World History, and I Ith graders could continue to take U.S. History. Seniors would then 
continue to take Govt. for l/2 credit, along with CCR as a 1/2 credit also. This would reduce the 
24 credit limit to 23.5, but to offset this and keep the minimum at 24 credits, I would recommend 
6 credits of electives instead of5.5 . 

2. Pertaining to early release, I realize the minimum ACT scores of 17 in English and 19 in math 
coincide with minimum college requirements for Comp. land College Algebra . l also realize that 
the high cost of remediation for incoming college freshmen is hotbed issue. It is good to hear that 
community colleges have now given incoming freshmen who have not achieved these 
benchmarks the opportunity to take the course as a 4 hour course instead of a 3 hour course 
though, with the additional hour being intervention I remediation. This should reduce the 
amount of money spent for remediation by 2/3, as students wi II not be required to take a 3 hour 
remediation course in advance of Comp. I or College Algebra. Basing our estimates on last 
Febrnary's ACT data, some 1/3 ofour graduating seniors in 2018 would nol have met these 
minimum thresholds, thus we would have been required to place these students in courses for 
another 1/2 ofthe school day. This will require that additional courses be offered, which in turn 
would require additional teaching positions. With no additional funding from the state for the 
additional staft~ this could also be considered an unfunded mandate. Districts are currently 
financially concerned as to possible additional staff members needed surrounding the Essentials 
for College Math and Literacy courses required in SY 2018-2019. Eliminating early release adds 
more concern as to possible additional teacher hires . Many seniors also have jobs that begin 
shortly after lunch each day, and I would venture that a significant number of these students 
actually are "career ready", no matter their ACT score, and will have actually begun their 
careers with the job opportunity that early release afforded them. Please consider leaving this 
issue as one of local control, where seniors and their parents are afforded the opportunity for 
early release should they so choose. 

Scott Cantrell 
Superintendent of Education 
Monroe County School District 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Heather Ferrell 

Accreditation 
Proposed Graduation Options 
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:49:59 AM 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I have many concerns about the new diploma options that are being proposed in the 
state of MS. 

The new diploma offerings are not suitable for children with IEPs. When a student 
qualifies for special education and/or related services, the IEP team develops an 
Individualized Education Plan to meet the need INDIVIDUAL NEEDS of the student. 
The proposed option does not allow for those INDVIDUAL NEEDS to be met. The 
students have to fit the "cookie cutter" mold that all students must adhere too. If the 
proposed legislation is passed, it is basically saying that the IEP means nothing. We 
will not be individualizing anything anymore. We are just setting these students up for 
failure. As special educators, we will no longer be able to work on building skills, we 
will have to work on classwork for classes that are way above the student's ability 
levels. 

It is common knowledge, based on the 3rd grade reading gate, that if a student is 

unable to read at grade level in the 3rd grade it is unlikely that they will make huge 
gains after that. They will just fall further and further behind because special 
educators won't have the time to do any skill building. Well, a lot of students with 

IEPs begin 9th grade and are reading on a 4-5 grade level. There is no way that 

those students can be successful in gth or 10th grade English classes when they are 
reading and comprehending 5 grades below their peers . A teacher cannot 
accommodate this kind of deficit. Those students need MODIFICATIONS. And there 
is NO WAY to get a regular diploma when tests/assignments are MODIFIED. 

By placing students that are performing so far below grade level on a general 
education track, we will be setting them up for FAILURE. They will see very little 
success. The students that will be placed on the "NEW' Traditional Option track will 
be so frustrated because they cannot do the coursework. Many will act out and 
become behavior issues. Especially, the ones that have to stay until they are 20 just 
to earn a certificate of attendance. 

The teachers will have to handle behavior issues and this will take he/she away from 
the other students. 

There has to be a Pre GED/GED option for students. They have to have a goal other 
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than the proposed "Traditional Diploma Option.· Or the SCD description needs to be 
changed. If we don't address one of these options, there will be a huge population of 
students with an IQ range of 70-90 that will fall through the cracks. 

To me, it seems as if, people who have never set foot in a classroom created this 
legislation. It is so unrealistic to think that everyone can get a high school diploma. 
We hope that everyone can, but there has to be options for those few that can't. And 
it has to be something more than a CERTIFICATE at the age of 20. Not all students 
have to be the same or earn the same degree/diploma. Just like not all students have 
to go to college. Going to college does not determine a student's success! All kinds 
make up our diverse workforce. If we don't provide this, we are limiting the futures of 
so many! The state of MS is creating /allowing a grave injustice for those students 
who are unable to meet the new requirements. 

Thanks, 

Heather Ferrell, 

National Board Certified Teacher 

149 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 

Keena Burns 
Aa;reclltatlon 
Exit Options 

Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:38:58 PM 

It's my understanding that under these new policies students who have disabilities will not be able to receive 

a certificate of completion until they age out of the Mississippi Public School System. Fu1ther research tells 
me that this will be the school year a child twns 20 as of September 1, meaning that most of these students 

will be 21 years old before they can wulk across the stage al their local high school as graduates. I 
respectfully ask that this pa11icularpm1 of the policy be reconsidered. I believe that it's important for students 

who have disabilities to experience school and graduation with their same age peers . l also understand that 
under current policy, students who exit wilh a certificate have the opportunity to re-enroll and attend school 
until they age out or receive a standard high school diploma. In other words. this new policy is 

totally unnecessary. 
Thanks for your consideration into this matter. 

Respectfully, 

Rep. Steve Massengill 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Greetings, 

Shcllv Colh1ms 

Btm:sllliiUriLJ 
Public comment regarding Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2016 
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:21:10 PM 

Our concern is regarding students with disabilities being able to graduate (with a Certificate of 
Completion) along with their cohort. What would be the plans for them for an additional one 
to three years of school? 

Thank you, 

Shelly Collums 
Special Education Director 
Monroe County School District 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

[.auren Johnson 

Accrejjltatloo 
Graduation Options for Students with Disabilities 
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:22:21 PM 

1 have recently read MDE's proposed graduation options for students with disabilities. My 
main concern is that the students that exit with a Certificate of Completion must stay until age 
20 in order to obtain the Certificate . Those that do not stay until age 20 would be counted as a 
drop out. I do not agree with this at all. These students will not choose to stay until they are 
age 20, therefore should not count as our drop out rate. These students are usually ones who 
cannot pass the subject area tests therefore must exit with this. l feel that we are punishing 
those who just simply cannot pass the state test. Why would only SCD students have an 
alternate diploma instead of the ones who just can't complete a Traditional Diploma? In my 
opinion , this is completely backwards. Many of my students who have exited with a 
MOD/Certificate can obtain their GED in order to take vocational classes at the college level. 
Th is tel Is me that it is simply those mandated state tests they cannot pass. Why wouldn't an 
alternate diploma be available for the students who can't complete a Traditional Diploma? It 
seems to me that our students are going to be set up for failure, therefore increasing the drop 
out rate among not only districts, but Mississippi as a whole. 

Thank you for you r time and consideration . 

Lauren Johnson 
Special Education Case Manager 7th-12th 

Sebastopol High School 
phone: (601) 625-8654 
fax : (601) 625-9426 
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From: 
To: 
subject: 
Date: 

~ 
Accn:d!ti!t!QO 

Comments Regarding Graduation Options 
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:37:33 PM 

My suggestion is that this change be tabled until more information can be sought from the primary 

stakeholders: parents of IEP students, teachers of IEP students, and administrators. Schools should 

receive some consideration on accountability standards for IEP students. The progress these 

students make should be recognized! Gwen Hitt, Collins, MS 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Dear Madam : 

~Qfil 

tii:.~o 
Diploma changes 
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:28:27 PM 

My daughter is a highly functioning autistic who attends 6th grade at North New Summit School in Greenwood, 
MS. She is in a regular classroom with her peers of different skill and academic levels. We chose not to place her in 
public school due to the fact that she would be placed in SPED with no chance of a diploma of any sort ever being 
earned. 

With the "career" diploma option available, she would at least be able to attend community college. Without it, she 
would not be able to pursue further education. 

Please do not remove this opportunity from my child and other children in her class. 

Dr. Erin Jacobs Stagner, DC, MS, MSHAP! 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Marylynn C!'}!Well 

Accrndlls1tj1JJJ 
Graduation Requirements 
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:12:03 PM 

My main concern with the recommended graduation requirements is the idea that the changes are proposing lhat the students 
that exit with u Certificate of Completion must stay until age 20 to obtain the Certificate. In doing this, I believe our drop out 
rate would increuse. 

Marylynn Crotwell 
Morton Elementary School, Principal 

"I'm rockin' in my school shoes .•. bacause it's all good!" -Pete the Cat 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

!Wcti.Smitb 
fl . ~<lllilt!O!l 

Comments Provided: Proposed Changes to Graduation Options for Students With Disabill~ es 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 6:57:55 AM 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I have read the proposed changes to the graduation options for students with disabilities. There 
is one major change that concerns me as a high school principal. 

Under the proposed system, a student who finishes with a certificate of completion must stay 
to age 20. I believe this is unfair in multiple ways. Students that stay until age 20 are usually 
those that are (SCD). Yet, students with disabilities that have had issues with passing state 
assessments have also .used this to complete high school. lfthis rule change occurs, students 
that do not stay until age 20 will be counted as drop outs instead of completers as in the past. 
The onJy choice they would have is to stay until age 20 or drop out. In my experience, I can 
predict the majority of choices they will make. This will surely increase the drop out rate at 
schools across the state of those students that use it as an option to complete high school and 
gain a certificate. 

In the new accountability model, dropout rate is so very important. This rule change would 
hurt, but not just once. It would hurt the student, the family supporting, and school 
accountability. 

I believe that this rnle change with adversely affect our ability to provide options and better 
serve our students with learning disabilities . 

Thank you for allowing us to share our comments. 

Kaleb Smith 
Principal 
Sebastopol High School 

"The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you." 8.B. King 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Pru nv10nd.Rllll!lds! 
umJlsdogd for, 1)1~ 

the special MS Occupational Diploma 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 8:00:22 AM 

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, I am writing in reference to the special MS Occupational Diploma for students with 
disabilities. It has come to my attention that any student entering the 9th grade in the 2017-2018 school 
year or thereafter will no longer receive this diploma. They will instead receive a certificate of attendance. 
This is devastating1 Just because these students need additional help in certain areas does not mean they 
are not able to attend certain colleges or hold certain jobs that they can not get with out the diploma! 
Please, do what you can to get this aborted!!! I have a personal interest in this, also for my friends 
children! 
Thanks, Rhonda Drummond 
18950 Hwy 7-N 
Greenwood, MS 38930 

Rhond<I Drummond 
Sr. Branch Office Adwinistr,1tor for 

Rob Spiller 
Edward Jones 

C?!: 125 Howard St, Greenwood, MS 38930 
li: 662-455-5383/fax 877-222-2853 

2'.'. : Bhoncl<J . Drumrnoncl{cl\EcJwarc!jones.com 

I can help you enroll in our secure ONLINE ACCESS & e-DELIVERY today!!!! 

PLEASE NOTE: I cannot accept trade orders or money request via e-mail or voicemail. If you 
need to place a trade immediately, please call me at 662-455-5383 or Client Services at my 

home office (1-800-441-2357) and a licensed representative will assist you. 

Rhonda Drummond 
Senior Branch Office Administrator 

Edward Jones 
125 Howard Street 
Greenwood, MS 38930 
(662) 455-5383 
¥/WW edv1Ml!OOOS com 

If you are not lhe intendeo recipient of this message (including attachments) or if you have received !his message in error, immedialely 
~otify us and delele it and any anachments 

If you do not wish to receive any email messages fmm Edward Jones, excluding administrative communications. piease email this 
request to 0111•0u1@.iclWllldiOnl':s.c' •ll from the email address you wish to unsubscribe. 

For important addilional information related to this email, visit il'~~~lllemml hb1•L Edward D Jones & Co, LP 
dlb/a Edward Jones, 12555 Manchester Road, St Louis, MO f>J 131 II:) Edward Jones AU r _ghts reserved 
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l'v11SC)j('c'll>l)J 1)1-)( )l:1::c'ci(.)f\JAl l;:[·)LJ(""A-·I .. < )j)(' 
.. L ,).._) '\. . .. ~)-.) . ·" .•••. -/ . \.--J 

222 N. President Stroot, Suito l DO D P.O. Box 22550 o Jackson, MS 39225-2550 
601.355.5517 o 800.523.0269 ~FAX 601.355.5519 • www.mpe.org 

August 3 0, 2017 

Dr. Jo Ann Malone 
Office of AccredjtMion 
Mississippi Depn1·t111ent of Educntjo11 
.P.O. Rox 771 
Jiickson, rvrs 39205-0771 

Dea1· Dr. l\.folunc: 

011 belrnlf of lhe nearly r J,800 rnembers ol'lhc Mississippi Prnfessio1rnl Educator~ (MPE) ancl om Board or· 
Di1·ectors, plense accept these co1111ne11ls in response to the proposed revlsions to Stai1cl;ml 14, Apµc11dix /\and 
Ap1lc11dix G of the Mi.1".1'iss1j>pi P11Mic School Acc:o1111tability Standard\', 2016: Gradm1tio11 Requirements '1~ 
prnposccl hy the offices ofSeconda1y Ecl11cf1tio11 811cl Special blucntion. While MPE supports the Suite Gon1·d of' 
L\clurnlion 's go<i I of' eveJ y sludc11l grndw1ting from h lgh school rcndy for college nncl career, we present tl1e 
folluwing questions nncl concerns we ha\'e received regarding the prnposed revisions: 

Flsi.:a I rill pact 011 Districts: The proposed re vis ions c llminntc early relcnse for stncleo ls un Jess they meet 
Institutions of Higher Leaming and Co111111u11ily College Refldj11css Be1iclrnrnrks. This lllf1)' result i11 
incn:i1scd tench er units n:'-lated to those students not eligible for early releiise who lllllSt re11rni11 in school 
the e11li1·c school dily. Aclclitiomil teacher unjts mny also be required for those TEP students who stay i11 
tile .system until they rn·c 20 years old in order to enrn a Certificate of Completion. 

° Fi.•_;t·al I111pad on St1ukuts; According to lhe most recent KJDS COUNT report by the 1\n11ic F.. C:m~y 
ro1111dntio11, more tlrnn 8 third of Mississippi cl1ildrc!l live in poverty. Some stuclen(s have enrly n~lcase 
from school so tlrnt they may work n11Cl co11lrib11te to their fonlily's income, f hµve received sevcrnl 
co11ce1·11s ti1M such students ;nay chuosc to drop rn1t of school if they Rre um1blc lo work clue to tile 
elimination ofe11rly release. This would certainly co11trndict the State Board's goals nnd could incrrnsc 
our staw's di-op out nilc. 

o IB ur AP Exa111s for Aeadcmk and Dii>jint;uishcd F.udorscments: The proposed 1·cquircmc11ts foi 1111 
;\endemic or l)j~ti11guishcc/ b1dorsc111e1il 1equi1·e lhe studcnf to take one AP course and cxnm or one Ill 
course and exam. The slRle cloes 11ot provide funding for these exams; thus, this fiirnncial burden foils to 
tile sluclent r111d their fomily unless 111tollie1· funding source is identified by tllC district. lf1heir fo111ilics 
cm111ot ~l ffmd these L~:rnrns, some students 11rny be denied access to l110sc courses and these e11dorscme11ts 
wliicli will nppem 1110i"e fovornblc 011 their lrnnscripts. 

Tii<111k you for your considcrntion of these concerns_, <is well as yo111· efforts Oil behalf of tile students a11d 
ed11cflto1·s of Mississippi. 

Sincerely, 

t 
, I 
f 
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OB:·30;'2G17 06.33 (FA:< .> ? OU2/0C2 

I 

Dr. Jo Anne Malone and/ or MOE members, 

. I d I am writing to you ;as a parent, as a Special Education Assistant, as a taxpayer, and as registere voter 
I 

wtio loves and cares·about my kids future. I do not know where 1 percent comfs from, b,ecause I have 

seen an Increase not a decrease In Special Education students, since Common Core. 
I ; 

I know Common Core has caused a lot of kids, including my own, not to do welt I think Common Core 
should be thrown out and replaced with Good HOid Fashioned" Education, whkt existed before 
Commori ~ore. Where real llfe skllls were on a Kindergarten report card. Wh~n Kids had

1 

Great 
teachers, ~ho could pull them In and interest them on subjects and future hobptes, so th' v could 10 
Into life after graduation with a grasp on rtaUty, not just lea ming material for a test. Where lta 

I 
teachers's. class didn't get It she or he could go over it again, not be on a schedule to take :a test when 
told to by someone who has nevef 'seen these kids. Ther~ are so many lclds who struaal~. They are 
Great kl~s .who just need more time. They do not need to be given a test to pJss school ~r a subject 
when the material was taught over 3 months ago. The klcfs $truule is real. j ; 

I . 
It Is Great to have High Expectations as long as they are Reasonilble. lawmilke rs must realfze our 

, I 
children are not Robots. Kids usually do not like testS unless they are Sheldon Cooper from the TV show 
lfil.BiR S~ng Theo:rY. I think that without this Occupational Diploma the dropobt rate wlll. Increase, and 
Hopes and Dreams wlll be squashed. ' I ; 
Our ch~dren are our future~ even our special education kids, even the ones who slip through the cracks. 
Please Give them the chance to Graduate Hiah School. j · 

I 

I( you are trying to Raisa the Bar on education numbers, You should spend two whole months In ii 
' . 

special education classroom , partrcfpatfng ;ind helping the teacher to help these kids learh. Evetvtime 
they seem to struggle to get ahead therr path rs blocked by a legisfatlVe declslop. You a~ important to 
their lfvesl!I! Please keep thl.s Olplom1 as an option. What if you were In the shoes of their parents, 
grandparents or guardians. What if you are the Hope betWeen a Olploma, eveh if It is occupational or . , . I . 
Nothing?, : just Frustratlonlllll A wasted twelve or twelve plus years because someone l11clced the 
experience of the situation. 

Signed by .a Loving, Caring, Parent and Assistant Teacher 

Who Cares, 

Julie Rinfi 
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August 30, 2017 

Accreditation 
MS Dept. of Education 
Jackson, MS 

Dr. Dorothey Pernell, D.C 

Re: Diploma changes for special needs children 

Dear Committee Members, 

It is my pleasure to be the grandmother of a special needs child who is highly functional autistic. 
- is currently in the- at North New Summit school here in Greenwood. She has been 
able to maintain her normal course of study with assist and even outside programs. She struggles 
with spelling and at times math, but she is doing better with the occurrence of her meltdowns. 

- is on no medication and is not enrolled in any disability programs. It is our desire to not limit 
her by labeling her as a special needs child. To have her reach her full potential is paramount to us. 
We have enriched her education process by utilizing reading programs, computer educational 
programs, and any source available within the south. 

It grieves my heart that MOE is now considering limiting her opportunity to pursue whatever goals she 
may set for herself. I am not sure a degree from a university is possible but a community college is 
well within her boundaries. I am strongly urging MOE to not consider changing the diploma 
recommendations. I fell this action is discriminating against my granddaughter due to her 
acknowledged special need. 

If I can be of assistance please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely 

Dr. Dottie Pernell, D.C. 
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From: 
To; 
Subject: 
Date: 

!dro..MJJloy 

~.n 
IEP Students Not Allowed To March At Graduation 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 11:23:31 AM 

I think it is shameful to take the honor ofnrnrcbing al graduation ~i·om IEP students that earn certificates. If they 
have earned certificates, they are doing the best that their abilities ullow. Why would anyone propose discriminating 
against them that way? Who does it hurt for them to March? This is ridiculous. I am totally against this. 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Leandra tlubbard 
Accred~atfon 

Exit options for Certificate of completion 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 12:34:33 PM 

I am Leandra Hubbard and I teach at Pine Grove High School. This is my 16th year 
teaching with 5 of those being in special education. I have seen a number of 
students walk across our gym floor wearing their bright red caps and gowns who 
received nothing more than a certificate of completion, a handshake from the 
superintendent and principal, and photos of the occasion. These children with 
special needs who walked across that gym floor would be denied that right until 
they are age 20 if the new exit options are agreed upon by the Mississippi 
Department of Education. This proposal is absurd for three reasons. First of all, 
this proposal is setting up certificate route students to drop out. By eliminating the 
right to participate with their cohort group in the graduation ceremony, these 
students may just opt to drop out at age 17 when they are no longer under the 
compulsory attendance law. Secondly, this law is unnecessary because students 
with IEPs can receive special education services until they are age 21. Even though 
they could participate in graduation with their cohort group, they can return to 
school the following semester. Lastly, all special education teachers know that no 
student with special needs can be disallowed to participate with his/her non­
disabled peers by law. This proposal is suggesting that schools do exactly that. 
These students need to be allowed to participate with their class in graduation that 
they have ate lunch with in the cafeteria, played with in the gym and recess, sat 
with at the pep rallies, went with on field trips, made lifelong friendships with for 
their 12 years of school. I hope that you will reconsider changing the exit options 
so that these special needs students will be allowed to participate in their class 
graduation. For many of these students on certificate route, their lives may not be 
filled with many memorable events, therefore a graduation ceremony should not be 
denied to them. Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Leandra Hubbard 
Pine Grove High School 
Special Education 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Joshua Rowe 

~lt~it(Q! 
IEP Diploma/Certificate 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 1:14:56 PM 

As a uncle with a niece that su/Ters from a mild l~arning disability, this disgust me. This bill is no different than the 
bullying they experience in their everyday lives. They deserve to walk on that slage or tield just like everyone else. 
They completed K-12 just like every other graduate. This is discrimination against individuals with learning 
disabilities. They are human and have a heart just like me and you. Could you imagine your own child experiencing 
this type of situation, the feeling of defeat, no voice, stereotyping and legal bullying? I don't think so. These children 
are gifts from God and are just as important to society. Please reconsider this bill. I'm begging you on behalf of 
every student with a learning disability. 

Joshua Rowe 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: bobbv10 
To: &ru.Utl.i!Ul2tJ 
Subject: Students with disabilities 
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 1:34:14 PM 

This is discri111inatio11 .. 1 Whal happened lo no Child left behind? These kids have attended school K-12 <is well as 
the other students and should have the same opportunities .. This is ridiculous I'll will be praying for MOE and who 
all stands behind this 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

&!~ 

~ti:lll 
Proposed Changes in Graduation Options 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 1:48:27 PM 

August 30, 201 7 

To Whom It May Concern : 

l have been teaching Special Education in Mississippi for over 19 years, and in that time l 
have seen many changes aimed at improving positive outcomes for students with disabilities. 
However, I have never seen an action so potentially detrimental to our Special Education 
population as the proposed change in diploma options. Please allow me to outline not only my 
concerns but also the concerns of other teachers and parents that I have spoken to. 

l. A lack of graduation options will cause a mass dropout of Special Education 
students who are unable to complete the requirements of the Traditional Diploma. 
Students will not accept going to school through the age of20, only to receive a 
certificate. 

2. Holding all students responsible to the same criteria will cause an 
unprecedented amount of failures. 

3. The Career and Technical Diploma is no longer an option, instead 3 additional 
units are required for a Traditional Diploma. 

4. There wil I be a large of group of students "caught in the middle." Students 
who formally qualified for MOD do not meet the criteria for SCD but do not have 
the skills to be successful in higher-level math and English classes. 

5. There are no contingencies for students who do not meet regular education 
goals. 

6. The Alternate Diploma option excludes students with the most severe 
disabilities. While 1 agree that there needs to be a more comprehensive and 
logically seqLienced curriculum for SCD students to work through, many in our 
severe/profound and multiple disabilities population may be unable to fully 
participate in this curriculum or complete the MAP-A with a score of 3 or higher. 

7. The Alternate Diploma option also excludes students who don't quality for 
SCD. Students in the IQ range of70-80 will find the new traditional diploma 
guidelines extremely difficult, or they will find that they are not adequately 
prepared. These students may not be capable of completing the required 24 units . 
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8. In addition, not all of this year's 9th graders are prepared to be in all regular 

classes. Many of them were in resource classes for math and English in the sth 

grade. Instead of phasing out MOD at th is time, we need to be starting at the lower 
grades with phasing in total inclusion and not allowing children to be sent to 
resource instructional rooms. Students can hardly be expected to be successful 
when they have not been previously exposed to regular curriculum on a full time 
basis. 

Special Education was originally established to meet the individual needs of students with 
disabilities in the public school setting. We are required by law to provide these students with 
an Individualized Education Plan, yet this proposed action removes all traces of 
individualization. In essence, the State of Mississippi is saying that all students can corn pete 
at the same level and can be successful in completing the same set of requirements in the same 
"cookie cutter" fashion. It does not take into consideration the vast array of differences in our 
students, their individual disabilities, or their particular set of circumstances. 

Sincerely, 

Amee N. Cox 

New Albany High School 

New Albany, MS 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Aa:redltatlon 
HI 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:08:32 PM 

I'm a Grandmother and a mother and this is wrong. Handicap have the same rights to Graduate und walk with there 
class. They went took school k-12 they might have special needs but they deserve the same as the others. This is 
discrimination . We tight for our children und grandchildren . 

Sent from my iPhone 

167 



From; 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Accreditatkln 
Dfploma options for children with IEP 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:27:35 PM 

To whom it may concern, 
My name is Rebecca Smith and I have a child in the 5th grade that has been diagnosed with ADI-ID and 

dyslexia since he was in 2nd grade. For parents who don't have a child with a learning disability let me just break it 
down for you how a nonnal day after school is for me and my child. After being in school all day and then sent 
home to finish work not completed during class along with studying EVERYTHING they went over that day and the 
previous days. I have to check everything he does in school to make sure he is getting it right and understands what 
he is doing. We spend hours upon hours doing homework and studying. We can't wait till the day before a test to 
study, it is a daily thing for us. We also do dyslexia therapy 3 times a week for an hour. As a parent I do everything I 
can for my child to make sure he does the very best he can. I've been told by all his teachers in thi:: past that he is a 
child that really tries hard and gets upset and discouraged if he doesn't get it right or l!nderstands it. So what do you 
think telling him that no matter what you do and how hard you try you will never be enough and we are going to 
show you that by making you stay behind while the rest of your class gets a diploma and walks across the stage? 
Even though you took the same classes as them, took the smne test, and completed high school. He will be defeated 
before he even starts and will most likely not even tinish. I will fight this for my child and do everything in my 
power to not have this passed and it' it does get passed l wi II pull him lrom the public school system and place him at 
a private school. l WOl1ld rather pay a bunch of money to a school that will stand for my child then have him attend a 
school that has written him off!! 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
To: 
S11bject: 
Date: 

~ 
Accreditatl0!1 
Diploma 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:33: 18 PM 

I have an 7th grader and 6th grader that this decision is going to affect. l do think they should 
be able to walk with their class just like a regular student. My children have the RIP because 
of dyslexia which just means they learn different. My boys still learn and study nightly. It is 
hard struggling with my oldest because he missed the special education by 2 points in the 4th 
grade 
His younger brother can read so much more tlllcnt than my 7th grader. My son in the 7th 

grade was almost held back again but was allowed to be put forward with the IEP. 1 am so 
thankful for the teachers he has. They work so good with him and me. I just wish he was able 
to get this kind of help sooner. 

I think there should be an alteration of the diploma but the student still goes to class and learn 
therefore they should be treated as the same. No child left behind is the motto. 

Thank you 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

me!lss.iharvev<m 
A!:qedltJt!OO 
Special needs graduation 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:49:34 PM 

This is disc1·imination against children with learning discibilities.These children deserve the same 

oppo11unities as every otl1er student. They completed K-12 just like every other graduate. Not only is this 

cliscri111irrntion, it's legal bullying! 1 thought no child would be letl behind???? 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Liza Pannell 
~ 
rev1s1on 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:51:00 PM 

My name is Liza Pannell. I have been a teacher for 16 years, with 9 of those spent in Special 
Education. For years, we as teachers, have been preached to that children with disabilities 
shmild not be excluded from participating with their non-disabled peers. However, this 
proposal is demanding that we do exactly that. This proposal would deny a student the chance 
to walk across the stage with their cohort group. Students are allowed the right to come back 
until they are 21 years of age.Those that are interested in this will come back. The other 
students will view this as a time to drop Ollt when their cohort group is leaving to continue 
school or to find jobs. For some students with disabilities, it is impossible for them to master 
grade level curriculum. In my experience, these children are not interested in continuing 
school until they are 20 years of age. Most are ready to be on their own and learn job skills. 
These students again should be allowed to continue with their lives, whether at age 17 or 20. 
feel that this should be their choice, not the law. Please consider these points when making 
your decision. 

Thank you, 

Liza Pannell 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

B.ulri 
/\ccred1tatKm 
lep students 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:58:13 PM 

How could you do this to students with an iep. My son finished school almost 2 years ago with a certitkute. He 
worked very hard for that. Most of these kids work harder than ones that finish with a diploma. The right to walk 
with their senior class at graduation should not be taken away from them. All you are doing by taken this right away 
is telling them that they are not as good as the other kids that don't have a learning problem. I no longer have kids in 
school and I wil I sure fight for the kids that have just as much right as the kids that not have a learning problem. 

Tirnnks 
Ruby brock 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
To: 
SUbjec:t: 
Date: 

OOMo.d.il~ 
ilrucdlrililrn1 
plan to change the diploma options available to students with disabilities 
Wednesday, AU!;JUst 30, 2017 4:33:16 PM 

In my opinion, this is discrimination against children with learning disabilities. Everyone learns in a different way! 
My son deserves every opportunity as much as any other student. Ile works hard in school and deserves to march 
with his graduating class. If you take this away from him and others with a learning disability, then you are teaching 
them that no amount of hard work will get you anything you want in life. How can that be the right thing to do? 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Overstreet 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

~ 
Accretlltatloo 
No child left behind 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 5:05:34 PM 

I'm a parent ofa child with a disability. I don't agree with y'all why treat our children different y'all say bullying is 
wrong Well y'all are bullying our chjJdren. We send our chiJdren to school to get education and they are trying there 
best some children learn different. My child was diagnosed with dyslexic when he was in 2nd grade he struggle to 
make it to the 2nd grade not knowing how to read at all because of his disability well because he was so far behind 
the other children they put him in iep where he receives help from teacher to help him read and goes to dysJexic 
tutor 4 days a week to learn to read. It will not be fair to these children to work this hard just as hard and the other 
child not to walk with there class this will be a reason most children will drop out of school because of you all. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Dilte: 

Bilrbara Hock!M hi!m Si1tlltm1 
Acm:clitatlon 
Diploma Options 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 7:06:27 PM 

Attention Dr. Joi\nn Muh111c my mum.! b ffarhura Rndinghain my son - is l at agel-w<1~ 
diagnosed with Autism spectrum disorder. /\:; :l lll<llhi:r of 3 girls mid my only son I was truly hurl it W<l~ very lwrd 
lo except Lhul yvur only son wit! nt;vcr he ah!..: ln do l'.ert•1in lhings. I tn<Jvt:tl from Brookhaven lo Jackson ­
allcndcd - there h1.: went thr(lugh nil S•lrt u( mi ·s 1n:al1111m1 li-0111 lcm:ho.:r 111d students uuJ did nut 
h:arn miyrhing. I wnrk rcn lly hartl :ind I nwvcd lO - wcr •he ~Hlt:ru.ls Dr 
D'r\rnic<l princirul and Mr.;. Reid ma<lc me hdicve thut rny ~011 ..:01111.l ha"c a normal liti: lh!! he ..:oulJ lttarn In n::H.I 
and be a productive part of society. l'or once my son loved going to school he was excited about learning he stared 
to read to me my heart was filled with so my joy and my my son had so much pride in himself. He was not having 
melt clowns and crying breaking pencils out of frustrntion. Now he is back in regular class all day and he can't keep 
up completely he gets frustrated and l don't want this experience to break him when he doesn't do well and has a 
melt down and get frustrated it breaks my hea11 I [eel helpless I can't help my son along. My son special needs will 
not go away and even with medication l know he will never be able to do everything other kids do but that doesn't 
me he doesn't have a skill to otkr to society. 1 ask that state recon~ider Laking the special Mississippi Occupational 
Diploma just becau~e he has a disability doesn't mean he doesn't has pride in himself and he want to feel like he is 
no different from everyone else. If you take it away what arc child1·en with autism, ADI-ID, etc to do just slop going 
to school and give up because they can't perfo1111 on that level? Please don't take my son self coniidenl he will need 
it in this world. If ii were your child how would you feel? Right now lam worried about my sons future . 
Thank you 
Barbara Rockingham 

Sent from my iPad 

Sent from my iPad 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

~ 
&.rud!l..<tti9JJ 
accredition 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 7:30:40 PM 

I believe this is wrong to discriminate against a certain select group . Education preaches inclusion but now you a1·e 
uying to exclude which is what you have been fighting against. I his would be a travesty to all special needs 
students. 
Sent from my iPho11e 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Karen Ch11rrl111! 

ill:k.~ 
Exit Options 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 8:07:09 PM 

As a special educator for over 25 years, my heart is hurting over the proposed change regarding the 
awarding of certificates for students who have disabilities. I find the proposed change to be in 
contradiction with the "age appropriateness" and inclusion we have promoted my entire career. To deny 
an 18 year old the privilege of being a part of his/her senior year and walking across his/her high school 
stage to graduate with the peers who have been a part of his/her life since kindergarten is being viewed 
by many parents as blatant discrimination against kids who have disabilities. 
Considering students who receive a certificate always have the option of returning to school until they age 
out or obtain a traditional diploma, this new policy is unnecessary. 
I do believe that the new policy will create a large population of drop outs and will have a detrimental 
effect on our public school system. 
Students who have disabilities already face more challenges than most. It would be a shame to make 
matters worse for them. 

Respectfully, 
Karen Churchill 
25+ years as a Mississippi Special Educator 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

neneva oernell 
Ame1!j!atlOJJ 
alternate diploma 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 8:32:27 PM 

To whom it may concern : 

We do wish to add our names to those who desire the proposal for the alternate diploma for students not 
capable to earn the present requirements. All children who wish to stay in school until they have learned 
alf they are capable of should have the right to do so. Please add our names to the list. Thank you for 
your help in this so worthy effort. 

Geneva Pemelf 

Prentiss Pernell, Sr. 
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August 31, 2017 

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Director 
Office of Accreditation 
Mississippi Department of Education 
Post Office Box 771 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0771 

Re: Proposed Revisions to Standard 14, Appendix A and Appendix G (Graduation Requirements) 

Dr. Malone, 

We are writing regarding the proposed graduation requirements to begin with the 2018-2019 school 
year. We agree with the comments submitted on August 18, 2017, by our Superintendent Sue 
Townsend, and we have additional questions and/or concerns for consideration: 

1. The proposal includes limitations to students eligible for early re least: . In the proposed 
Accountability Standards draft all proposed diplomas include footnote twelve (12): For early 
release, students must meet College or Career Readiness Benchmarks that allow students to 
attend postsecondary without remediation or demonstrate work ready requirements. While 
presentations about this requirement have indicated that the MS IHL readiness benchmarks 
(English: 17 and Math: 19) and ACT WorkKeys Silver meet the requirements for CCR 
Benchmarks and work-ready requirements, respectively, the proposed Accountability 
Standards draft does not include the specific Benchmarks/requirements. The expectations 
should be specified in final Standards. 

However, we respectfully ask that this requirement be reconsidered. While we appreciate the 
need for students to meet entry-level benchmarks for college and career readiness, we believe 
that limiting student' s ability to leave school early would create unintended consequences. 
Requiring students to stay at school for an entire school day when they are already enrolled in 
the courses needed for graduation will lead to increased absenteeism and/or increased 
discipline referrals, and could even increase the school's dropout rate. Many of our !ow­
income students provide needed income for their families; therefore, restricting students from 
early release could have a negative economic impact on their families and the community. 
For example, in our McLaurin attendance zone, seniors receive early release to work at the 
elementary school as after-school tutors , where they provide academic and child care support. 

Additionally, keeping these students in school for an additional class each day will increase 
teacher unit needs for schools. For example, Rankin County's senior class currently includes 
over 1300 students districtwide. Of these students, over 740 do not meet one or both of the 

Dr Sue Townsend ---------------·-- -
Superlnte11denl of Education 
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IHL 's ACT benchmarks. If these students were denied early release, each of the eight high 
schools would be required to hire at least one additional teacher, but probably more, 
depending upon the electives the student's select. Thus, the cost of 8-10 additional teachers 
would mean over $500,000 in employment costs for the district. 

To that end, we make the following suggestion. For any student who has not met the IHL's 
ACT Benchmarks (i.e., 17 in English, 19 in Math), the restriction for early release will be 
waived if the student is meeting all other requirements for the selected diploma endorsement 
and the student is enrolled in the appropriate SREB Essentials course or ACT 
Readiness/Preparation course. 

2. Any requirements should be state funded. While a one-time administration of the ACT is 
currently funded by the state, ACT WorkKeys, AP exams, IB programs/exams, and dual 
credit options are not. These requirements could result in the Traditional Diploma as the only 
option for low-income students, which would create inequity for our students. While some 
Title I schools may elect to use federal dollars to assist low-income students with the fees, 
non-Title I schools may not, creating further inequities not only within districts but across the 
state. Additionally, transfer students coming from private and/or out-of-state schools who 
have not had access to some of these programs could be denied an endorsement simply due to 
timing of the student's transfer. Creating barriers and inequities are not in the best interest of 
our students. 

3. We are concerned by the potential barriers to the College and Career Readiness course 
requirement. The proposed footnote eleven (11) indicates, The College and Career Readiness 
course is for seniors only, unless a student is graduating prior to the student's graduation 
cohort. For early graduates, this course may be taught during the spring semester of the 
junior year. Courses that meet this requirement will be identified during the 2018-19 school 
year. How can a full-credit course be gained during the spring semester, except on 4x4 block 
scheduling? Similarly, some students may not plan to be early graduates but life changes 
make early completion an option. This requirement for a full credit taken only the senior year 
could quickly become a barrier for student success. As noted with the early release concerns, 
transfer students-particularly those transferring in from out-of-state--could receive 
unintended consequences if they have not had an opportunity to take the cotJrse prior to 
transfer. To this end, we recommend that students be exempt from the CCR course 
requirement if they meet certain requirements . The exemptions could be from a list of 
options, to include successful enrollment in dual credit, advanced placement, or other 
comparable coursework. 

4. We are concerned that the 2.5 GPA requirement for CTE endorsement might be a barrier for 
students pursuing this diploma track. We believe that a 2.0, which is the equivalent of a "C" 
average, should be the requirement for this endorsement. 

Superint<1na<111I of Education 
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5. We are very concerned by tbe potential training and pape1work burden being creall:!u fur 
school staff at both the high school and middle school counselors. Specifically in middle 
schools, students need high quality guidance on how choices in the middle school will impact 
the student's diploma track throughout high school. Administrators, counselors, and teachers 
will be required to have a deep understanding of al I the curricular options at middle school as 
well as high school. 

In this same vein, the expectations for documentation related to changing diploma tracks 
should be made clear. Students and school staff should understand what impact an 
endorsement will have in the post-secondary realm. The value of an endorsement (or multiple 
endorsements, if possible) should be clearly articulated at the state level in order to provide 
consistency across the state. Otherwise the value of the endorsement is greatly diminished. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input into the proposed revisions . 

Thank you, 

<:R~ ~~ 
Robert Crain 
Principal, Puckett High School 

_ )0xrvrvt-:1~C1 Je_,! re-· 
' - ainmy n-!s<::11i 

r~"+;:j•111 
I r. Charle< h<tt.i' r 1-
rr i nc~<il. Brandon High School 

G{ p !-V:Ji-fi6··~~ !k.~ 
Jessii.:u Ho 1!..c:> 
Prim.'. irn l. Florence Middle School 

-r:.;r-
~ - ~~vy_.__ 

1~( 1~\~-1~e'.', lll 
~1' iQ~11a 1 :· ~~ 1c Learning Center 

&;~/ 
Principal, Pelahatchie High School 

.,,\ f\A --'-·~-
~ ()'\'~ 11 \ a.VL 
·11.my ivlartin 
P~al. Fl (enci.: High ':;chord 
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T l'ey RciJl 
Principal, Brandon Middle School 

~~ ·~~..,..._,, 
'l"'~ :- <:{/ - -------,,,,,,,.....,,..,, . . . 

c· Dr. Scott Rimes 
,~i:in~~pa l. Richl,1'j High School 

.. ~;f__Az'- ---· 
Ben Stein 

l.'rinµ.·l)a North\ '!>l7{a11 i11 High School 

:-:- ' -. .la{_.,-j ,, 
Shi:~rl' yh •r 
Principal, Northwest Rankin Middle School 

t - ~--
('rnig~4?c s 
Principal, Pisgah High School 

'ii ,'· 

Su~rintend.,nt of Education 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

S!!il!lllQil.!.Q 
(\S.<im! /l_tJQU 
concerns 

Thursday, August 31, 20177:56:16 AM 

First of all, I want to thank you for giving parents and educators the opportunity to 
voice our opinions and concerns regarding the upcoming suggested graduation 
changes. I have the upmost respect for you and what you do. It is certainly a 
daunting task to lead the state's education system. 

I have the unique opportunity of being a mother of a 5th grader with an IEP and I 
have been a high school counselor in Mississippi's public schools for 19 years. For the 
last 15 years, I have been blessed to be a lead counselor in Madison County. 

As a counselor, I have been in small, closed meetings with MDE discussing the 
upcoming changes, and I honestly am struggling to get on board with the 
suggestions. We often joke in our office that we are counselors not "magicians". It 
often feels that MDE thinks we are "magicians" as well. The longer I work in this 
field, the more I understand why we cannot retain and recruit good quality teachers 
and administrators. Counselors alone have so many unrealistic expectations of us, 
that I can hardly even counsel students anymore. The mental health of the students 
I see is becoming more and more extreme and I cannot help them for all my other 
duties. All this to say, keeping up with all of the proposed endorsements is going to 
be a major undertaking on top of all of our other expectations. 

However, my main concern is for my students. By removing the MOD program, I 
truly feel that we are setting this group of students up for failure. As much as I hate 
to say it, there is no way these students will be able to perform well enough to obtain 
a traditional diploma. I have administered the ACT to our MOD students ever since 
we began the State ACT. The average ACT for these students (at a top rated high 
school) is a 14. I do not feel that these students will be successful on our state tests 
nor the ACT. This will cause major frustration and therefore an increase in our 
dropout rate. Why not add more exemption policies for our students with an IEP? 

My son is lucky. His academic ability keeps him on the traditional diploma track. 
However, because of his diagnosis, has never felt successful and has very low self­
esteem. School has always been, and will always be a struggle. With the new 
endorsements, my youngest will once again feel as if he isn't "good enough" if he 
cannot obtain the same endorsements as his friends and sibling. Don't these 
students with an IEP struggle enough by being made to feel "different". Why add 
one more thing? 

As you can see, I am frustrated as a counselor and as a mother. I beg you 
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reconsider your plans for these graduation changes and endorsements! 

Thank you for your time, 

Shannon Cox 
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From: 
To: 
Subject:: 
Date: 

~l:IJ.loil 
&m::dJ.t;lio!l 
Changes regarding Special Education Diploma Options 
Thursday, August 31, 2017 8:51:16 AM 

Dear Sir or Madam 

my 10-year old daughter is on the autism spectrum and has an IEP since she is 3-years old. 
With her IEP and modified classroom option she was able to attend a regular classroom setting and have 
modified classes for the math lessons she is struggling in. 

Proposing new graduation options will leave children with learning disabilities, like my daughter, behind 
the current curriculum and fighting to keep up with their classmates in lessons they have problems with. 

I strongly urge you to reconsider the decision to restrict the availability of the special MS Occupational 
Diploma for students with disabilities entering the Ninth Grade. 

Thank you for your attention in this matter 

Respectfully 

Isolde Barachina 
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<tfinton :]eu6fic §cfjoof !>istrict 

Tim L. Martin, Ed.D. 
Superinteodenl 

August 30, 2017 

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Director 
Office of Accreditation 
Mississippi Department of Education 
Post Office Box 771 
Jackson, MS 39205-0771 

:)9. ®. J!iox 300 

tfinton, IDi.5.si.ssil'i>i 39060 

Re: Proposed Revisions to Graduation Requirements 

Dr. Malone, 

I am writing in regard to the proposed graduation requirements for the 2018-2019 school year. 
My leadership team has reviewed the proposed requirements and would like to share the 
following concerns we have with these proposed requirements: 

1. The proposal creates the need for additional classes to be offered at the high school level 
in order to account for the dramatic decrease proposed for senior work release. Currently, 
only 11 % of students in MS meet all four College/Career Ready benchmarks. This will 
involve the need for additional teachers for the classes offered to these students. This will 
essentially result in an unfunded mandate to districts. Senior work release has not only 
become a "rite of passage" for most seniors, but in many cases a necessity for students to 
work in order to help pay the upcoming expenses of college. 

2. The requirement of a 2.5 GPA for the Career and Technical Endorsement will leave out 
many deserving students from receiving this distinction that otherwise meet all of the 
other requirements. We feel if a student meets all other CTE endorsement requirements 
they should receive this distinction regardless of having obtained a 2.5 GP A. 

3. The capstone experience required for the distinguished academic endorsement is a 
worthy goal, but many smaller districts and communities will find it very difficult to 
arrange and maintain the necessary involvement needed to include all students in this 
process. 

4. The requirement for a non-weighted grade of C or higher in College Dual Enrollment 
courses, but not for AP or TB courses is a discrepancy we found for both the Academic 
and Distinguished Endorsement proposals. 
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5. The reduction in credit requirements for the Traditional Diploma in science and social 
studies is a concern. We have been successful in getting all of our graduates to earn the 
existing standard of four credits and feel lowering it to three is a step in the wrong 
direction by reducing standards. 

6. Lastly, but certainly not least is the affect this proposal will have on our special education 
population. The removal of the MOD is having serious consequences already with us 
having to push students to fit into one of two boxes, either a regular diploma or a 
certificate. Most of these students have been pushed in their earlier years to try and stay 
on the regular diploma track but have been unsuccessful and the MOD diploma was a 
wonderful compromise between the two. 

We are thankful for the oppo1tunity to provide our input in this important decision and are 
appreciative of the hard work from MDE staff in making this proposal. We all want what is best 
for all students and hope our input will be used to help guide this decision. 

Sincerely, 

fi/L~ 
Tim L. Martin 
Superintendent of Education 
Clinton Public School District 
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From; 
To : 
Subject: 
Date: 

Ali Sa Bourne 
Arcreaitaoo11 
Proposed Graduation Requirements 
Thursday, August 31, 2017 10:01:43 AM 

l have so many concerns about the proposed graduation requirements, I don't know exactly 
where lo begin! 

First of all - where is Geography? I just can't imagine that MDE would remove this course as 
a requirement! Why, just why? 

Second oLlill_- you must want our dropout rate to go up!? Removing the Career Path and 
District Options wil I take away the "fall-back" or "safety net" for so many students. And, 
only SCD kids can use the proposed Alternate Diploma?! The SCD kids are the ones who 
simply receive a certificate of attendance in the districts for which I have worked, not Miss 
Occupational Diplomas, so suggesting that this Alternate Diploma is a substitute for MOD is 
not the case for a lot of schools. Or we will just see the number of SC Os kids go up. 

Next - I urge you, implore you, BEG you - if you are going to tie GPAs to graduation 
requirements - PLEASE DICTATE TO DISTRICTS HOW GPAs ARE TO BE 
CALCULATED! There are as many different ways to calculate GPAs in this state as 
there are high schools. If you don't believe me, call Chris Jennings at Central Access. He 
knows because most schools use SAM as their SIS, and he has been responsible for 
programming it to calculate GPAs. I am a Counselor who has worked for 3 different high 
schools, and they all calculate GPJ\s differently. And yes, it makes a HUGE difference. Let 
me give you an example - the district I currently work for says that they are on a 4.0 scale, but, 
they also say in their board policy that if a student receives a grade of I 00 in a course (a course 
worth I Carnegie unit), they will receive 5.0 points toward their GPA calculation, AND, if 
that class is "weighted" (and they have a long list of weighted classes), the student will receive 
an additional point, making the GPA 6.0! And because their grading scale is JO-point, a 
student receiving a 70 in a weighted class (which is the lowest passing grade at some schools) 
will receive 3.0 points toward their GPA - that's a B. Kids get Bsfor 70s, which are Ds in 
other districts' Jam not making this up. You guys are opening a huge can of worms with 
this. You currently don't dictate a universal grading scale or GPA calculation. Ami ([1011 rmt 
11uttitl.[: GPAs inlo ~«llli.l.Wlll rf!t/llire11uml,. - ,vo11 simp(v mmt.' 

~ - I am concerned about schools who are not able to offer all of the options to their 
students. Let me explain. The high school I work for lost their Spanish teacher this year, and 
was not able to replace her. That was the only foreign language we had. And we don't know 
ifwe can replace her next year. We talked to Ole Miss about offering our students Spanish 
through their on line high school, but it is just too expensive. We have tried Miss Virtual 
Public School, but they fill up too fast, and so many of our kids don't have internet at home. 
(We can't devote a computer lab to this all day either.). We are trying to make it work through 
Jong-distance with another school, but this is not ideal. And what about the schools who can't 
do this? How can we say that they must take foreign languages to get these academic 
diplomas and then nol offer the foreign languages? I'm not saying 1 don't like the diploma 
option - what I'm saying is that MOE will need to help us. Can you get more MYPS slots for 
us? Can you make a deal with Ole Miss and Miss State to let us use their on line high schools? 
Something! Just please, don't put in a mandate without creating a plan to help small, rural, 
poor schools (most of Mississippi)! 
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How will I know that my comments are presented to the board/committee? How will I know 
the decision? 

Thank you, 

Alisa A Bourne, 
SPHS Counselor 
Office - 662 489.5925 
Fax - 662.489.8598 

> The foregoing electronic message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended only for the 
use of the intended recipient named above. This communication may contain material protected by the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FER PA). If you are not the intended recipient, copying, distribution or use of 
the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this electronic message in error, please notify us 
immediately at 662.489.5925. 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Cher vi Malone 

Amedjtatlon 

new graduation requirements proposal 
Thursday, August 31, 2017 10:47:39 AM 

I would like to voice my concerns over the proposed new graduation requirements for our 
state. To my understanding, Mississippi has one ofthe higher sets of graduation requirements 
NOW. I firmly believe that increasing our requirements will cause more stress on students, 
leading to burnout, and eventually causing our dropout rate to increase. Our school offers very 
few electives due to lack of staff; so increasing the required number of electives puts a strain 
not only on the students but also on the district financially. Please reconsider increasing the 
requirements. I'm not alone in feeling this would be detrimental to our schools . Thank you for 
your consideration. 
Chery 1 Malone 
South Pontotoc High School 

*Cheryl Malone, NBCT* 
Technology Education Teacher 
South Pontotoc High School 
662.489.5925 (Ext. 1825) 

y~, 

Confidentiality Disclaimer 

The foregoing electronic message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are 
intended only for the use of the intended recipient named above. This communication may 
contain material protected by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). If you 
are not the intended recipient, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this message is 
strictly prohibited. If you received this electronic message in error, please notify us 
immediately at 662-489-3932. 
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Germantown High School 

t\upus13!,201 1 

Dr. Jo r\nn Malone, Director 
Office cir '\ccrcditation 
l'dississippi Dep;utnient of Education 

.'-f.,u.iiscn t\.l.1s~1:->:i,;1;i1 JCJj !<J 

?iion.e 601 3:~'16150 Fa~ 6!lt S~~J0)8CJ 

'•Xc:')~cy Clu(ck. ?nr:cip;1i 
3ren( Bn.::w:iiet Asi.:is\a"lt Pri;-H :r::.; 
5,,( f:k.:r.::i! AsSl.')l~r;r P0,'.cipa; 
~ia$Ur. L,,\L:.r A.s~1:>{am: P;-i71c;pd; 

RE: Cornrneots Regarding Proposed Rev!siolls to (v1issi::;sippi High School Grnduatio11 
Requi 1·e111ents 

This letter addresses the concerns tiiat I have regHrding the new prnpusecl revi si,111 s tn lhe 

\:Ji~sissippi high school graduation requirements . 

! . :\[i ssissi ppi De part men t of Ecluc<1 tio11 · s (\rlDf.) 5-Year Stra1egic Pl an l'ur 2016- 2020 i i'>U; 
the folluwing ns a goal--Every student grnciuates high sl'hool aml is 1cacJ~, for college and 
ca1·eer, f feel that these new revisjons contrnclict that go;il. Jf the goal is for every student 
to graduate. which l fully support. J believe that there has to L•c 1nme options for stude11ts 
wlrn have academic struggles. l feel that the graduation requircrne(l(s target the studen! 
that l1as average or above average Hbilities and leaves those students wh o may strnggle. 
behind. While there arc optiolls to sati :·;fy tl1e requirements of the requi red high schooi 
assessments. what happens when a student cannot satisfy all nr the requnecl assessments? 
1\ll nf the assessment options oLher than the ;v1ississippi Ac::iclernic :\ss·2ssme1H Progrn111 
nssess111e11ts cost additional money for tile students. Who would pro vide the fllmli11g for 
those options? 

2 . . -\nother concern is the cJarjfication of 'vordj11g. ·rhrougho11t llle 111errrorancJu1n pnJvidecl 
by MOE. there Hppear-::: to be contradictory wording_ In one l"igLtrc. the Tr:1clitio1ial 
Diploma states rhat it i.~ for all students. On the very nex.r pa~e . ii ~tatcs 1lia1 al! students 
pursu i ng a Trnditio11al Diploma inust i cle.ntify a11 emlo:rscrne111pri or10 e11tcri11g 9; 11 grnclc 
Is there an option for the Trnditional Diploma to be" .. stand aJon1: " dipl<1111n? 

3. \Vhcn con sidering the endorscn1ents tiH·H 111ay be added (O tl1e Traclitjonal f)iploina, ail 
require a certification. ;1 duaJ credit course. or some type oi rnrrespo11<ii11g ~X[Llll Wile• 
1\i!J pruvidc the funding for those requjrements'1 Alsu. tl1c verlrngc Slate.' that the student 

musr ··succe:;sfolly complete" certain exams. \Vh<lt will dcter111i11e ·:;ucc cssl'ri! 
c0rnpletio11':' Still c011sidering the e11clo1·serne11ts, Dile of th<:: requi1·('rn e1irs r·l)J tl1ell1is11 
mi11i1num 2.5 GPA. Wlwr lwppens when <1 scuclc1H has co111pletcc! nil requi1-e111ents bul 
li;1s folle11 _just sho1 t of the GPA rcquire1nent'.) 

-L .-\noth ~ r concern regard .~ rhe Ccdlegc and CMecr Read_1 course I think th;it thc co11t~111 
seem~ \f!)uubk but the presc ribed rime µeriod in \>hicil ro 1em.:li tlic cou1·sl'.' 1s 1H1l 1·c<lli stic 
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Germantown High School 

409 Calhoun Stariou Parkway 

Madison. Misoissippi 391I0 

Ph.one· 60i.859.6i50 Fax: 601.859 0389 

Wesley Quick, Principal 
Brent Brownlee, A.ssisranr Pnncipal 
5)11 GurTell , Assistant Principal 
,'lason Lol!Jr, Assistan< Pnntipal 

There are instance~ wl1en students have circumstances that necessitate a11 unexpected 
early exit of hlgh school but if we have not been able to teach them the College and 
Career Ready course. they would not be able to graduate. Also , ,..,.llat would high schoob 
do about students who are classified as seniors and transfer into a 1vlississippi high school 
during their senior year and have not been enrollee! In a corresponding course? I arn 
requesting some fJexi bi lity in the timetable for instruction of this course. 

5. Another topic that is related to the proposed grnduation revisions is the double testing of 
students who take Algebra I prior to !heir 9' 11 grade year. lnstcacl of mandating another 
test that must be taken for gradlliltion requirements but does 1101· lrnve to be passed yet 
will still count in 011r accountability ratings, could we use an assessment that all students 
itre already taking such as the J\CT? This would only make sense so as 11ot to "punish" 
those students and districts who choose to offer Algebra t prior to the 9111 grncJe. 

6. Lastly, in al I of the appendices of the proposed revisions, footnote I has a statement that 
confuses me. The statement is ''Accelerated English I 0 and AP English Language 
Composition can be accepted in lieu of English II." Does this mean that if a student 
chooses to take Accelerated English I 0 but chooses not to take AP English Ltrnguage 
Composition, they will not receive credit for having completed English IP [f this is so, J 
disagree with this requirement. If this is not the case, then I suggest Lhat !he wording be 
changed to promote clarity of the statement. 

fn rnnclusion. J do not believe that the revisions should be apprnved as propose~!. Having first 
heard about the revjslons back in September 2015 and reading !he current prnposed 
mernorandurn , I do not feel that much has changed 11or has input prnvicled by prnctitio11ers been 
considered. As n high school principal, I implore you to pause the revision process and please 
revise !he proposal after carefully considering the suggestions of those who are with the students 
on a daily basis . 

Tilanks l'or your consideratron . 

Sincerely. 
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o I I 

August31,2017 

Dr. Jo Ann 1\ilalD\le, Directo1· 
Office of Accreditation 
Mi;ssissippi Deparlment of Education 

SUPERINTENDENT 
Dr. Ronnie McGehee 

BO!-\RD OF EDUCATION 
William Grissett, President 

Philip Huskey, Secretary 

Dr. Po Iii~ Griffin 
Wayne J imenel 

Sam l<elly 

RE: Administrative Procedmes Act (APA) Prncess I~espo11se for the Proposed f'v1ississippi 
Diploma Options 

Dr. Malone, 

We rirc writing this Jetter in suppo1t of the comments submitted 011 August 3J,2017, by Dr. 
Ronnie iV[cGehee, our Superintendent of Madison County Schools. We also lrnve aclclitio1rnl 
questions and/or concerns for consicleration: 

1. We are concerned by tile trniniug and paperwork burden being created for school staff 
and counselors at both the high school and middle schools. Specifically in middle 
schools, students and parents need high quality guiclm1ce on how choices in the middle 
school will impact the student's diploma track throughout high school. Aclministrntors, 
counselors, and teachers will be required to have a deep understanding of all the 
curricular options at middle school as well as high school. 
Along the same lines, the expectations for documentation reliltecl to changing diploma 
tracks should be made clear. Students & school staff should understand what impact <111 

endorsement will have in tl1e post-secondary 1·eal m. Tile value of H!l endorsement (or 
multiple endorsements, if allowed) should be clearly articulated at the state level in order 
to provide consistency across the stflte . Othe1wise. the v<ilue of the endorsement is 
greatly diminished. 

2. Regarcli ng endorsements, clo stude.n ts lrnve to clecl are n n endorsement? Thrnughout the 
memornndum provided by MOE, tl1ere appears to be co11tradicto1·y wo1·cJi11g. In one 
figure, the Tn1clitional Diploma states that it is for all students. On the very next page, it 
states ihat all students pursuing a Traditional Diplo111a must identify an endorsement prior 
to entering 9; 1

' grade. ls there an option for the Traclltio11ai Diploma to be a "stand alone" 
cliplonrn? Is there th~ possibility to continue Lo utilize a "District Optio11" diploma? 

J. Another grent concern is the inequity across the state regarding grading scales. What 
happens when a studenl has met the Carnegie unit 1·equire111ent for !heir pill'licular 
endorsement b11t not the GPA requirement: clo they not graduate'? !11 addition, we are 
concerned ilrnl the 2.5 GPA requiremenl for l·he CTE e11clorse111e11t will be a barrier f'or 
students pursuing this diploma rrcick. We believe tlrnr Fl 2.0 Gt'A (equivalent to a "C" 
average) would make a mo1·e nttai1rnble illld more rea/islic goal. 
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'\ I 1' 

SUPERINTENDE~JT 

Dr. Ronnie McGehee 

BO.II.RD OF EDUCATIO~J 

Williarn Grissett, rresidenr 

Pl1ilip 11uskey, Secretary 

Or. Pollia Griffin 
Wayne. Jimenez 

S<11n l<elly 

4. From llie high school pe1·spective , l:'.arly Release has long been ;rn i11ce11tive during a 
student' s first three ye'1rs of high school to earn tl1ei1· Cl'edits as well as opportunity for 
work-based experiences (some of which are c1 ucial fo1· family survival). lf Early Release 
is withheld clue to not meeting the College or Career Readiness Bench111arks. how are 
students going to be able to obtain those lost career e~"<.pericnces ancl missed earnings? 
Furthermore, we believe that unintended consequences will occur . Co11sequc11ces such as 
i1icreasecl absepteeism, incrensecl discipline refe1rnls. flncl the need for ndclitio1rnl teacher 
units which poses additional funding 11eeds for school clistricrs . Ancl while the. intended 
goal is to increase gradm1tio11 rates, tllis requirement could have a negative effect <1nd 
increase tile dropout rate. 

5. When co11sideri11g llle e11clorsements tliat may be added to tbe Traditional Diplomfl, :ill 
require a certification, 8 dual credit comse, or some type or corTespo11cli11g exam. Who 
will provide the funding for those rnquirc111ent~? 

6. Another concern regards the College and Career Reacly course. We agree that ll1e co11te11L 
seems valll11ble but the (Jl'escribecl time period in which to teach the course is not 1·ealistic. 
There are instances when students have circ11mstances that necessitate 1111 unexpected 
early exit of high school but if we have 11ot been able to teach them the College and 
Career Ready course, they would not be able to grnclunte. Also, what would high schools 
do abou! students who are classified as seniors and trnnsfor into a Mississippi high scilool 
during their senior year r1ncl have not been enrolled in a corresponding course? And how 
can a one-credit course be gained during the s1xing semester, except during a 4x4 block 
scheduling situation. We are requesting some flexibility i11 the timetable for instruction 
of this course as well as exemption from the course if certain requirements (to be 
cleterminecl) fire met. 

7. Another topic that is related to the proposed grnduntion revisions is tile double testing oF 
students who take Algebra I prior to their 9' 11 grncle ye<11·. lnste;1d of rna11dati11g 1111other 
test that must be taken for graduntion requi1·ernents but does not have to be p<1ssecl yet 
will .still count in our accountability rnti11gs, could wc usc an assess1nent that nll students 
are already tnkiug such as the ACT? This would only make sense so as not to ;'punish" 
those students and districts who choose to offe1· !\lgelm1 I prior to the 9' 11 grncle. 

8. Li1stly, in all of the appcncliccs of the prop1 ised revisions, footnote I has a sta1eine111 that 
confuses us. The statement is "Accelerated Englisli 10 a11cl AP English Langungc 
Composition cn11 be accepted in lieu of English Jl ." Does this mean that if a student 
chooses Lo lake r\ccelernted Engli11h 10 but chooses nor to tflkc AP Engli:-.h l,nnguage 
Composition, tlley will IJOl receive <.:redit for having co111plctccl English JI ? ff this is so, 
we disagree witl1 this requirement. If this is 11ot the case, then we suggest that the 
wording Lie di<tngc(I Lo promote cli\rily of tli e st;11ernenl. 
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SU PERIN IT Nl1ENT 
01 Ronni~ McGehee 

BOARD Of- EDUCATION 
William Grissett, President 

Philip Huskey, Secretary. 
Dr. ,DiJ Ilia Griffin 
Wayne Jimenez 

Sam Kelly 

Thank you for the opportunity to corhment on this very important decision which will have 
lasting impact on the current and future students of Mississippi . 

\ # _,,.-;a_ 
..... \~.I.IV'//) / ~fb?j 

c\.d~ 1i n Brown . 
Principal, Madison Central High Scl1ool 

/J~L-[_ ) J' 
Sean Brewer 
Principal, Rosa Scott School 

~--
arey Kirkland 

Principal. v .. ~ lma Jackson High School 

2-.._:!1P 
Ti in Dow el yd 
Principal , Ridg.elcind High School 

j. { J..a ~~Ll 
We.,;fey Quick 
Principal, Germantown High School 

Dr. Aimee Brown 
Director/Principal, M.adison County 
Career & Technical Center 

.f) -=rfl ·a -
CLu~l~_.o.:"flJ-;Q .I.fr-~ 
Leatlrn Plrillips 
Pri 11cipaJ, Mt1clison Middle School 

~ l;:h"T-::"P A -;p1.vvf9.rr-----
l<el vi 11 Griffin 
Pri11cipal , Shirley D. Si1rnnnns Middle 
School 

°'~l~Ll af.,?L< 
Cr stal Chm;e 
Principal, Olde Towne Middle School 

;}j t~-
ePerritt 
Principal, Germantown Middle School 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

&llililllil.t:l!lu\l.ersQ!1 
~dtloo 
My son 
Thursday, August 31, 2017 11:08:44 AM 

My son can not help that he was born with dyslexia unc.l he is pulled for help in special education everyduy , which 
he needs. He is smart, does this mean he will not get a diplornu, he is in 7 th grade now~ 
A very concerned parent 

Sent from my iPhone 
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To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

Dr. Jo Ann Malone 
Bureau Director 

Rosa Scott School 
200 Crawford Street 
Madison, MS 39110 

601-605-0054 

Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Accreditation 

Jayme Sullivan, Ed.S., NCC, NCSC, LPC 
Counselor 
Past President of Mississippi Counseling Association 

August 31, 2017 

Proposed Revisions to Mississippi High School Graduation 
Requirements/Diploma Options, Standard 14, Appendix A and G 

Dear Dr. Malone: 

lam writing the letter in concern of the proposed graduation requirements that will begin in the 
20I8-2019 school year. Throughout the memorandum provided by MDE, there seems to be 
concern over the wording and conflict throughout. Traditional Diploma is for all students but it 
looks as if students must identify before entering the 9th grade. Do students declare an 
endorsement, or can they select a Traditional Diploma track? The language states throughout the 
student must complete certain exams. How will this be detennined? There is major concern over 
the GPA requirement due to the variations of how this is determined across our state. Each 
district sets a grading scale to determine GPA. It is not the same across the state. District 
establish the number of Carnegie Units for graduation. I feel this will have unintended 
consequences. I have seen the issue of GPA difference with students applying for scholarships at 
the Universities. What happens to a student when they meet the requirements, but does not make 
the GPA requirement? 

I feel Career and College Ready is imperative in our state, but how do we address the many 
student that move into our systems from out of state or private institutions junior or senior year 
and have not enrolled in a corresponding course? Some students for reason will need an early 
exit from high school, that may now not be possible if they have not completed the College and 
Career Ready Course. The wording states the course may be taught during the spring semester 
of junior year, however, unless the school district is on 4 X 4, a year- long course may not be 
taught in semester. The proposal limitation to students eligible for early release should be 
reconsidered. Student should meet College and Career Readiness Benchmarks, but to restrict 
students from early release where they are going to work sites could not only have a negative 
impact on the student that will not receive the work experience/training, but could have a 
negative economic impact on communities and families. School will have to increase teacher 
units and classes to accommodate these revisions. This will increase the employment costs for 
each district. What about the students that would have been Mississippi Occupational Diploma 
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track that no longer will have this as an option. They had a work experience requirement in the 
program, but not if they are not able to meet the 2.5 GPA requirement where will they have the 
opportunity to receive experience when they may not be able to reach the 2.5 requirement but are 
meeting the minimum requirements for graduation. 

As a school counselor, we have made steps to increase the time available to spend with students 
to address academic, personal/social, and career interest of our populations. These 
recommended changes will cause our school systems to take steps backwards due to the potential 
training and paperwork that will be created for middle and high school counselors. Choices in 
middle school will impact the student's diploma track throughout high school. Counselors, 
Administrators, and teachers will be required to have a deep understanding of all the options 
starting with middle school. Monitoring the paperwork to complete each student will have an 
impact on how school counselor may stay in compliance with the State Law of spending 80% of 
the time in direct contact. Counselors will require more than 20% of a time tracking the courses 
if they have a large number of students assigned to each counselor. 

Information should be made clear to the students and the parents what is the expectations of 
changing diploma track. Students and school staff must understand clearly the impact it will 
have on the student's post-secondary choices. 

Thank you for your time in reviewing my thoughts, 
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TO : 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Dr. JoAnn Malone 
Executive Director 
Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Accreditation 

Cassandra Williams, Superintendent of Canton Public School District 

August 31, 2017 

Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Process Response 

Proposed Revisions to Standard 14 Graduation Requirements, Appendix A and G 

Issue # 1 The GPA of2.5 Requirement in the CTE Option 
The requirement for CTE students to obtain a 2.5 GPA is too l1igh under the CTE Diploma 
Option. Many students who participate in the CTE program may or may not go to college, and 
some are special needs students. Requiring a 2.5 GPA will be too much for these students. 
Requiring no specific GPA, or at most a 2.0, would be a better and a more realistic requirement. 

Issue #2 Declaring a Graduation Option 
Will MOE require students to declare an endorsement above the Traditional Diploma? Some 
students may fall short in pursuit of a specific diploma option because of the additional GPA 
requirement or the advanced coursework requirements. If this happens, are students locked into 
completing the original diploma track, or can students change their diploma track as needed? 
Our opinion is that students should not be locked into a specific diploma track without the option 
of changing it as needed. 

Issue #J The Traditional Diploma 
During the 2016-17 school year, our district implemented a requirement to hold seniors 
accountable for obtaining a higher ACT score their senior year by withholding the early release 
program and requiring them to participate in an ACT prep course. We attempted to withhold the 
early release option until the student received a higher ACT score. Th is process was not 
effective for a majority of our student population because of the level of poverty that we have 
and the financial need for those students to be part of the early release work program. We had an 
outcry from parents because this local requirement impacted the family's household income and 
caused unexpected burdens on families. We had to immediately rethink this requirement and 
relax it to accommodate the needs of our students and community. In nddition, we had to 
consider the fact that not all of our students are going to college. Please consider committing the 
CCR ACT benchmark to determine early release for seniors. 
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Hi11cls County 
School District 
Engaging • Empowering •Ensuring •Excellence 

August 31, 2017 

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Director 
Office of Accreditation 
Mississippi Department of Education 
P.O. Box 771 
Jackson, MS 30205-0771 

Dear Dr. Malone, 

Dr. Delesicia M. Martin 
Superintendent of Education 

Hinds County Schoof Board 

Timothy Burnell - Distrfot l 

Robbie Anderson - District 2 

Dr. Linda Laws, President - District 3 

Bill Elkins - District 4 

Carolyn Sllll1 ueJ - District 5 

l have reviewed the Proposed Mississippi Diploma Options, which will begin in the 
2018-2019 school year and have the following concerns/questions: 

1. Will funding be provided by the state to fund the administration of the ACT 
WorkKeys for students selecting the Career and Technical Endorsement? 

2. What is the rationale for students being required to take their Career and College 
Readiness credit within one semester of graduation? This is a scheduling 
concern. 

3. The GPA requirement for the Career and Technical Endorsement is not realistic. 
Many students will struggle to achieve the 2.5 GPA, but still meet all of the other 
requirements. 

4. Will students taking an AP course under the Academic Endorsement be required 
to score a 3 on the AP exam? 

5. Do~s the early reJease College or Career Readiness Benchmarks under the 
Traditional Diploma Option refer to the ACT College and Career Readiness 
Benchmarks or the MS IHL College and Career Readiness Benchmarks? 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these proposed revisions. 

Sincerely, 

fi\ l ; . ~fl .. ,,-1---'f.J- U'.~..t.'·t IJ ff tci.c=-> 

Delesicia Martin 
Superintendent of Education 
Hinds County School District 

13192 Highway 18 •Raymond, MS 39154 
Telephone 601-857-5222 •Fax 601-857-8548 • www.hinds.kl2.ms.us 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Dear MOE 

(;JC<JI flvrne 
Ame<f!tatfon 
APA concerning the proposed diploma changes 
Thuroday, August 31, 2017 2:14:31 PM 

After reading the proposed changes I have a few concerns: 
1. This could cause a hardship on smaller schools - adding teacher without additional funding 
2. This could adversely effect dropout rate 
3. The special needs students - some can not get a traditional diploma. This will be heart breaking to 

them. 

Thanks for letting me express my concerns 

Caro!C 0me 
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August 31, 2017 

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Director 
Office of Accreditation 
Mississippi Department of Education 
Post Office Box 771 
Jackson, MS 39205 

• .· r· ~. 

' I ~"'I~ 

Re: Proposed Revisions to Graduation Requirements 

Dr. Malone: 

: ~ . -

Please accept this written correspondence (AP A) in regards to the proposed graduation 

requirements for the 2018-2019 school year. The leadership of the Ocean Springs School District 

has carefully reviewed the documents that were disseminated and offer the following 

statements/requests for clarification: 

1. The fact that the State's Acceleration Model for Accountability Standards does not 

recognize the heightened level of rigor of AP and lB classes is further intensified by the 

requirement for a non-weighted grade of C or higher in College Dual Enrollment courses. 

This is also evident in the endorsements for the Distinguished and Academic 

endorsements . The fact that AP and IB students take courses that far exceed the rigor of 

an entry-level college course AND they must also pass a qualifying exam with a specific 

score for college credit should certainly validate more weight being given for those 

courses . 

2 . On the new diploma options the following has been stated in the Curriculum 

Coordinator's Power Point on June 12, 2017: 

For early graduation, a student should success/ ully comp le le an area of 

endorsement, (page 13) 

a. Does this statement mean that the MDE \.Vill now recognize these students and 

their scores in the accountability model? Will they now be included in the 

senior snapshot? Also, how does this statement address the Early Exit 

Diploma removal that we see referenced on page 20 of the same document? 
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Dr. Jo Ann Malone 
Page 2 
August 31, 2017 

b. As a district that offers Carnegie unit credit in middle school AND operates 

on the 4x4 for high school, we have many students who could very well leave 

in December of the senior year. MDE's documents reflect that it will 

discourage this practice and we are now in the process of addressing this issue 

from a district policy level and we need clarification. 

c. Please understand that if districts must offer supplemental courses just to fill 
up a senior year that this has dramatic budget considerations as well. Again, 

for districts that permit Carnegie unit credits at the middle school level and 

operate on the 4x4 for high school the number of credits required for 

graduation will be exhausted by students in the first semester of the senior 

year and for some by the end of the junior year. 

3. Students with an IEP under the proposal are not able to exit with a certificate of 

completion until they have reached the age of 20. We believe this is an unfair 

disadvantage to the students and in fact increases the number of dropouts due to them 

being unable to graduate with their peers. We propose that a student's graduation track 

may be changed after they have completed four years at the high school and have 

unsuccessfully attempted the SATP in a11 required areas in the graduation requirements, 

two or more times. 

4. Please clarify whether school districts can ADD to the requirements as currently our 

district graduation requirements exceed the number of units of the proposed traditional 

state diploma. 

5. Clarify the requirements for Early Release: in the documents out for AP A it states they 

must meet the IHL benchmark requirement of a 1 7 on English and a 19 on Math but the 

MS Accountability Benchmark scores are an 18 on English and a 22 on Math. 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond in the APA process and we look forward to 

clarifications. 

Sincerely. 

~-.J Lfo:iJ ~an, Ph.D. 

S1;;z;nt<::nde11t of Schools 

!''\ . · .• "" .... 
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Concerns: 

!i<!beri._Mt: 
8._t;i;n:.tliti!t!l!!l 
Julle B~belt 
APA review 

Thursday, August 31, 2017 3:23:42 PM 

GPA is figured differently across the state 

Work Release helps ours seniors earn money for family and for college 

If we don't have Work Release then we don't have enough teaching units for students and class 
sizes will be even larger for regular classes 

The ACT College and Career Ready is higher than what is required for Accreditation why? 

If Seniors are going to be required to have a math senior year, then we need more options for 
math electives that are for the real world. Most students can't do Algebra III and AP Calculus. 

Alternate Diploma Option should NOT have the name diploma in it unless it is a true diploma. 
Parents gets confused when it says diploma and it is really just a certificate of completion. 

Transfer students from out of state or private schools who do have the Career and College 
Readiness Course 

Infonnation should be made clear to the students and the parents what is the expectations of 
changing diploma track. Students and school staff must understand clearly the impact it will 
have on the student's post-secondary choices. 

Thank you for your time in reviewing my concerns, 

Julie Rabert 
Counselor 
Hancock High School 
7084 Stennis Airport Drive 
Kiln, MS 39556 
jrabert@l1an.cockschools net 
228-467-2251 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Subject: 

Martin Kimberly 

Accred1li!trQO 

Graduation revision concerns 
Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:07:06 PM 

Proposed Revisions to Mississippi High School Graduation 

Requirements/Diploma Options, Standard 14, Appendix A and G 

Dear Dr. Jo Ann Malone: 

I am writing the letter in concern of the proposed graduation requirements that will 
begin in the 2018-2019 school year. Throughout the memorandum provided by MOE, 
there seems to be concern over the wording and conflict throughout. Traditional 
Diploma is for all students but it looks as if students must identify before entering the 
gth grade. Do students declare an endorsement, or can they select a Traditional 
Diploma track? The language states throughout the student must complete certain 
exams. How will this be determined? There is major concern over the GPA 
requirement due to the variations of how this is determined across our state. Each 
district sets a grading scale to determine GPA It is not the same across the state. 
District establish the number of Carnegie Units for graduation. I feel this will have 
unintended consequences. I have seen the issue of GPA difference with students 
applying for scholarships at the Universities. What happens to a student when they 
meet the requirements, but does not make the GPA requirement? 

I feel Career and College Ready is imperative in our state, but how do we address the 
many student that move into our systems from out of state or private institutions junior 
or senior year and have not enrolled in a corresponding course? Some students for 
reason will need an early exit from high school, that may now not be possible if they 
have not completed the College and Career Ready Course. The wording states the 
course may be taught during the spring semester of junior year, however, unless the 
school district is on 4 X 4, a year- long course may not be taught in semester. The 
proposal limitation to students eligible for early release should be reconsidered. 
Student should meet College and Career Readiness Benchmarks, but to restrict 
students from early release where they are going to work sites could not only have a 
negative impact on the student that will not receive the work experience/training, but 
could have a negative economic impact on communities and families. School will 
have to increase teacher units and classes to accommodate these revisions. This will 
increase the employment costs for each district. What about the students that would 
have been Mississippi Occupational Diploma track that no longer will have this as an 
option. They had a work experience requirement in the program, but not if they are 
not able to meet the 2.5 GPA requirement where will they have the opportunity to 
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receive experience when they may not be able to reach the 2.5 requirement but are 
meeting the minimum requirements for graduation. 

As a school counselor, we have made steps to increase the time available to spend 
with students to address academic, personal/social, and career interest of our 
populations . These recommended changes will cause our school systems to take 
steps backwards due to the potential training and paperwork that will be created for 
middle and high school counselors. Choices in middle school will impact the 
student's diploma track throughout high school. Counselors, Administrators, and 
teachers will be required to have a deep understanding of all the options starting with 
middle school. Monitoring the paperwork to complete each student will have an 
impact on how school counselor may stay incompliance with the State Law of 
spending 80% of the time in direct contact. Counselors will require more than 20% of 
a time tracking the courses if they have a large number of students assigned to each 
counselor. 

Information should be made clear to the students and the parents what is the 
expectations of changing diploma track. Students and school staff must understand 
clearly the impact it will have on the student's post-secondary choices. 

Thank you for your time in reviewing my thoughts, 

Kim Ma11in 
School Counselor 
Hancock High School 
work (228) 467-225 I 
fax (228) 463-1983 
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From: 
Tor 
Subject: 
Date: 

Good afternoon, 

CreSrlU. Nlrhr:ll<: 
~<l.i!il..il.20 
APA 

Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:52:53 PM 

I am very concerned with the proposed Mississippi Diploma Options. If the new requirements 
are made our drop out rate is going to rise. 

The GPA and ACT requirements will hinder many of our lower functioning students from 
graduating. Not to mention our EL students who struggle to pass classes and state test already. 

Not every student is academically inclined so they cannot meet the IHL requirements and they 
are not going to attend college. 

Many of our students are economically challenged and they have to work to help support their 
family. Most of these students do not have the support or the aptitude to meet many of these 
requirements. Also, if you drop early work release you will have to find funding for more 
teachers to teach the extra blocks. 

Thank you for taking time to allow us to give our input. 

Michelle Cresap 

Michelle Cresap, M.Ed, Ed. S, NCC, NCSC 
School Counselor 

Richland High School 
1202 Highway 49 South 
Richland, MS 39218 
Phone: 601-939-4610 
Fax: 601-939-7631 

Rankin County School District 

Mission: Bring Everyone's Strengths Together! We will oil intentionally focus on empowering our students 
to reach their maximum pote11tinl by e111bra1.:ing opportunities und challenges while cultivating a lrndition of 
distinction in education , 
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I 

) 

_, J. Coalition 
........ 

for 

Citizens 

· Disabilities 

August 3 l, 20 l 7 

Dr. Jo Ann Malone 
Office of Accreditation 
359 N. West Street 
Post Office Box 771 
Jackson, MS 39205-0771 

Dear Dr. Malone, 

Opening Doors Together Since 1989 

2 Old River Place. Suite M. Jackson. Mississippi 39202 
Phone: (601) 969-0601 Toll free: {BOO) 821-7255 
Fax: (601) 709 0250 Websile: www.rnsccd.org 

[ appreciate the opportunity to comment on the new gradllation options being proposed by the 
Mississippi State Board of Education. 

The Coalition for Citizens with Disabilities is a nonprofit statewide cross-disability organization 
comprised of people with disabilities, family members, professionals and advocates . The 
Coalition works collaboratively to enhance the quality of life for Mississippians with disabilities 
and to empower them to reach their potential in all aspects of their lives. Since 2006 our 
organization has been designated as the Parent Training and Information Center for the State of 
Mississippi by the US Department of Education. Our center prov ides training infonnation and 
support to parents who have children with disabilities and youth with disabilities across the state. 

My own son, a twenty-six year old young man with autism, attended public school in the stale of 
Mississippi. I applaud the Department and the Board of Education for having the vision to set 
forth new rigorous standards that I believe will help many more students realize their potential. 
For far too long in Mississippi we have talked about what we can't do, and all the reasons why 
we can't. We have said things like "but you don't understand what all we deal with in 
Mississippi", "what more can you expect". The statements of defeat and low expectations have 
proliferated. It is refreshing to finally see a new dialogue, to see discussions about how we CAN 
do things and plans for how we will! We must see past not only our state's challenges but also 
the perceived limitations of students in Mississippi. My son's story, the story ofa person with 
autism who had a breakthrough in his ability to communicate at the age of20 years old, is a 
prime example of why we should and we MUST give all students the opportunity to learn and be 
exposed to grade level curriculum with the appropriate supports in place to ensure their success. 

Jn reviewing the membership of the Graduation Requirements Diploma Options Steering 
Committee, I was disappointed to find that this committee did not include parents who have 
children with disabilities. Research has consistently shown that parents are the most critical 
stakeholders in the educational process yet they were not included on a committee formed to put 
forth new options strongly impacting the future of their children. This seems to be a growing 
pattern at the Department and is very disturbing. 
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According to a 2013 report by The National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) "about 
85 to 95% ofstudents with disabifities can meet the graduation standards targeted for all other 
students, as Long as they receive specially designed instruction and appropriate access, supports 
and accommodations. " Under the new graduation options proposed, all students except those 
with significant cognitive disabilities (SCD) will be expected to pursue a regular high school 
diploma. The number of students allowed by the U.S. Department of Education to be exempt 
from standard assessments due to a rnling of SCD is 1 %. Therefore, based on the NCEO report, 
if new graduation requirements are implemented as currently proposed, we are expecting 
approximately 10% - 14% of students with disabilities in Mississippi not to receive a diploma. 
Goal #2 identified by the Mississippi State Board of Education is "Every Student Graduates 
High School and is Ready for College and Career" yet we are setting up an entire group of 
students to fail. 

I strongly urge the Department and the State Board of Education either retain the current 
Mississippi Occupational Diploma (MOD) or add an additional pathway under the new 
graduation options to insure success for this subgroup of students. The number of students 
allowed to pursue this additional option could be limited to approximately 10% - 14% (the 
number of students expected to fail under the currently proposed options). 

As we move forward, in order to achieve the State Board of Education's mission - "to create a 
world-class educational system that gives students the knowledge and skills to be successful in 
college and the workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens" - stronger measures must be 
in place to make sure sh1dents with disabilities are truly receiving specially designed instruction 
and appropriate access, supports and accommodations. Without these critical elements students 
with disabilities will not be able to succeed. 

Thank you for your dedication and commitment to ensuring success for ALL students in 
Mississippi. 

Sincerely, 

Pam Dollar 
Executive Director 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

A1meld !ones 

Accreclltatlon 
Graduation Options 
Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:57:01 PM 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Thanks for the support you provide to our school district. 

We would like to request for an additional District Option for the Graduation Options. We 
have several students who struggle to meet the 24 credit requirements and this would allow for 
those students to have an additional option to be able to graduate with a standard diploma. The 
District Option should allow districts to allow students to use the 21 credit option for 
graduation. 

Thanks, 
Angela Jones 
Canton Public School District 
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From: Mamie Jones 

Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2017 2:21 PM 

To: Jo Ann Malone <JMalQne_@_rnde k_!~Q_rg> 

Subject: graduation accrediatio n 

Hello, My name is Mamie Jones and my grandson attend---- in Greenville, Ms. I am 
his legal guardian. His mom died when he was two. I have~ce her death .~ 
cerebaJ palsay The doctors at ummc thought he would not live but God has bless him these ye~ 
is a home bound student. As he get older his health is deteriorating. - has /earns or has reach his 
limited of learning as far as what the guide line he knows a lot of stu'fT"'bu'! the goals they have are not 
possible for him ... He is totally dependable on me and his nurses ... He don't talk or walk or use his 
hands ... he communcate with his eyes and facial expression .. He is being seen by the Palative team at 
Ummc in Jax- bday was yesterday he turned 16 and would be a junior if he was normal. I had him 
transrtlon with"h'is'ciass when he was entering the 9th grade ... Now they are telling me he has to stay in 
school till he is 21 to graduate with his class. - understand and we have been telling he will graduate 
in 2019 .. His health is not well and it unfair to"'liim' or us to let him miss this milestone ... We understand 
that- will never get a job or live outside the house. He will never go t0 daycare because he have to 
be in a c0ntrol environrnent .. - has a lim ited amount of brain cell .has a trache . feeding 
tube ... scolios1s ... he 1s on a loi'OT'med ... We dont know ·from day to day 1f he will be w th us .. we have 
almost lost him a few time .It is our dream to see him graduate with cap and gown. I am 59 years old 
arid his nurse is 72 please grant us this~ see- march with the class of 2019 If you need 
more information please contact me at--. 

• 
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Freddrick Murray, Ph.D. Phone 60 t -960-372 5 

hcsirnile 60I-'J60·B711 

Errh1il lrrrurray@j;ickson.k12.1n;.us 

www.jackson.k12 m.s us 

Interim Superintendent of Schools 

TO: Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Bureau Director 
Office of Accreditation 
Mississippi Department of Education 

FROM: Dr. Freddrick Murray 
Interim Superintendent of Schools 

DATE: August 31, 2017 

RE: Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Process Response to Proposed Revisions to 
Standard 14: Graduation Requirements of the Mississippi Public School.> 
Accountability Standards 

One of Mississippi's most significant areas of growth over the last few years is evidenced in its 
4-year adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR). By increasing its graduation rate and decreasing 
its dropout rate in large part due to the multiple pathways by which students can receive a 
diploma, Mississippi, as well as the Jackson Public School District, has seen statistically 
significant growth trends related to student achievement and growth, graduation, and college and 
career readiness. 

Upon review of the proposed revisions to Standard 14: Graduation Requirements of the 
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, the Jackson Public School District wishes to 
comment on the following proposed revisions for the Traditional Diploma Option: 

1. Early Release Requirement 

Mississippi has selected the ACT to measure students' college and career readiness and 
student achievement in high school. Only 11 % of Mississippi 11th graders tested in 2016 
met benchmark scores in all four tested areas, as opposed to 26% nationwide. While the 
Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) has set specific benchmarks for students to 
meet college- and career-readiness expectations as a part of the state accountability 
model, individual colleges and universities determine placement requirements for credit­
bearing courses in reading, English, and mathematics. To require early release students 
to meet the college and career readiness benchmarks may prevent students from 

• enrolling in an early college program while still in high school to defray college 
expenses 

• gaining real-world experiences 
• earning income lo assist their families with future college expenses and I or 

household expenses; and 
• receiving ongoing mentoring and coaching from reputable adults in the 

community. 

JACKSON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 

&bi South !'resident Str~el Post Office Box 2338 
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2. Career and Technical Education (CTE) Endorsement- Grade Point Average (GPA) 
Requirement 

While many CTE students achieve a graduation rate higher than state and national 
averages, requiring CTE students to earn an overall GPA of2.5 is excessive, considering 
the additional Carnegie units, courses, and credentials students must earn for this 
endorsement. Requiring an overall 2.0 is more reasonable in st1staining students' 
achievement and growth for this CTE endorsement. 

3. Academic and Distinguished Academic Endorsements - Non-Weighted Courses 

According to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), accelerated learning courses and 
programs include postsecondary level courses aecepted for credit at institutions of higher 
education, including dual or concurrent enrollment programs, early college high schools; 
or postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted for credit at 
institutions of higher education, including Advanced Placement (AP) and International 
Baccalaureate (IB) programs. To weigh courses such as AP and IB courses and not 
weigh dual credit courses offered by accredited colleges and universities is unfair. 
School districts should retain the autonomy to weigh all courses considered as accelerated 
learning courses. 

Thank you for allowing the Jackson Public School District an opportunity to provide a response 
regarding the proposed revisions to Standard 14: Graduation Requirements. These revisions will 
have a significant impact on Mississippi students reaching their long-term college and career 
goals. 
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From: earthsaen wallace 
Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:20 PM 
To: Jo Ann Malone <JMSIJ.9.Q~ry1rl~~J.Lgrg> 
Subject: 

My name is Earthsean Wallace 

I am writing this letter in behalf of ---to graduate on time instead of 
waiting until he is twenty~one. I am~e care of--every day. 
--struggle every day with cerebral palsy. He !s unabl'e""'t"O""s lambs, unable to 
tai'k,""Oii'iake facial expression when he want something or something is hurting. He has a 
feeding tube, tracheotomy. He often go through with periods of stoming where it's look it's 
last breath with stretching and stuffing of his lamps, heart rate reach to 160 or 170 beats a 
minute, respiration get to 40 to 60 per minute. He has to have respiratory treatments 
around the clock.One of the lungs stop working last year. He is on a lot of medication. Some 
days he is in a lot of pain and we has to medicate him some time around the clock. from 
one day to the next we don't know if this day will be his last day or not. --have a 
sense of human he understand what you are saying and respond by smiiiri"90r1LI'iing his 
head from for no or yes. We told him he was graduating with his class in 2019, you would 
see a big smile come on his face. It would mean the world to- and his 
grandmother to see him graduate on time with his class. this a milestone for both of them. 
His grandmother have been his caregiver for sixteen years. They have been in and out off 
the hospital, with not knowing whether they was would come home again or not. I am 
asking on behalf of-- to let him graduate with his class it would mean the world to 
see graduate with h~e make it to graduation he deserve to graduate. I truly hope 
th is can happen for him and his grandmother. P.lease help him to graduate to graduate on 
time. I am sending a picture of __.on the day of his birthday, he knew it was his 
birthday and he was so happy, g~g smile when I said happy birthday and song 
the birthday song. 

Thank you 
Nurse Earthsean Wallace LPN 
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PASS CHRISTIAN PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Co111mir1ed to t:xcellencc 

August 3l.1017 

Dr. Jo Anr; f\.falone, Direo..:tor 
Office ofi'\ccrcuitatiun 
i\'11.s.'iissippi Depn1imcnt of Educatinn 
Pust Office Box 771 
JackS\)n. MS 39205-0771 

Re: Prnposed Revisions to Gn1duatio11 Rcquircn"'\cnts 

Dr. Malone. 

\Ve are -.vriting ynu today in regard tti the prnpuscd grnd u<1tion requirements that are set ro 
bc:gin during the 2U ! 8-20 I Cj school year. \-Ve ha\.-t' re·;it.:vved the prciposed 1TC]Llirernents 
and woutd like t,; share the following conccrns and 4ucstiLJ1i:;: 

I. 'The pt·u~)()'.)c.d dz><.:~ IhH crr.;:Jtr.,! J rep 1.a1...t.:Hh:'li! LJ! the \,{j)-~!iSippi (_)~:cupat!\)l.1~d 

Dip/ om:i. The i\ l t;:rn<ir~ D1j>lo1m Dpti\lii t.~ spec i ;i ~: t\> ~wd:.'11 !> \\ i ti; s 1g1 ti ~ic:w t 
~o~niLi\::; di~abiiitJes, ::ind the clos 1~:st cnd1Jro;e11.~t;;·nr lJ\)i~;(Hl. the C'nr1~,:t :Hld 

Tcchnicd! E11d\1t~c1n~~nt. requires 1.hc:sc studenrs u~ i)~-tS'S ... di f1_r.1r state tt'.:'t). ·rfl~ 

'>tud~11ts curre11r!y we>1k111g t,:·,1 <ml mcclrng rclj!!lJ'CllH.:nh i;,1· ti1<~ :'vlb'iiss1pp1 
O(·cup~1t1,)nal D!plorna rriJ;, have a difficult time: inccti:ig this l\;q1.:ircmenr In 
:1ddit1C>ll, the: !'C(1LlJfClilCnt:; t'i'IC Stud.~nt;-; (r,1 gai"l i1C<.:cpt:1111:<.: 11oto lhc ( <l!\XT C\IH.i 

'fcchnir.:'.Li rr(1gnirn~ I.' o:h.:11 :.;r. 1 high the![ i\ b rwt ~1 ·.·iahk (J['lti•.)J! l'\'ir tlm gr(rlip of 
,;ruci811t; Cor l'.X.di11pk, studc111) mu,-;[ r1ar.·c: 21ll ll\crnli ()!' \ ._;i ~ 5 ILl qu;.:[it'y r;_,, t!w 
ettdtH ~en1i.;nt \.V...: ar·.:.: :.:.1)t1(J:.:n1~J tlH1i ~!ud~nl·i \.\ii! ·..:;h('u~L- nci~ tP \.\1n1e ha..:k ctfter 
u.J!il[lU,'ir.Hy ';c:h1>0! age hec'.1u·;c tl«c:1·L· r.1·iil be: '.J ~:,1p i'.! '.1llli,1w fc,,. riles,_; ,;tlllkrn~. 

\\ ,, r .. X()ll'll',kllci Ct 2 (j <b the t'IHJ'\' (if).; i'u:- lh..:' ("[ 1: CiHlC>J":iC!'c'!ll Pl l1ll)Stbly 'lll 

<ilter11;1L:' ~ntr} rt~quin:111z:1:t ~~H- studcul~ \.\!ti~ d1~<.tbditi:.:;s. 

it ~lfJP~'ut·:; there .ire two ('!1t1,;11~ 1·;.it ,HI!' :,tudc11r.,, 'vi th :;1g11i iiL·:_un rng11ili'- ,. 

d1,;~ihilitic:s 1\lk!l~c.lte Dipl•in1a Opt!••n Mid Cc1·:.1li<:ak :i/ Cor!1pklt\lH It i-; g•.1u1g 
t(l he 1,c:·y d1t.~i,_uit ti.1r o;mJiie1· .;...:hr:r\ri~ t(1 ru11 !.\111 scp&:t~.: pr«~g,:1:11-; «1:ithi111_111c 

,~·l:Js~ F(11· exdt11pk': \Ve h~r·.-!:...· t)!1C s1.'cci::..1f cdu~~Hi 1.)n cin:~'.'d\1\ 1 ill ;1~ 0:.11 l1igh ';·~h~.lL)i. 

.\·'1dilio11,dly \\ h .. d i:) !he ,_·:~lh .. 'PPlC ftll' !lie ':-iLH.ICi1t \V!fh ~!~!ldi~'<tnt Cdgniri·~c 

di.;:ib:i1t1cs rLH l\lnl.~ ,111 Altl·r1wtc: Dipl<1m<1'' ,'\r,~ the:, bdr:;r c11Trh,1n ;;1udc11u \\h(• 

C~l:IJ ;1 (.t:J'tlfiCat.l' ~Jt (.U!l\pk:i.i;)t1.-1 

\\'\: J(.'.(:U!Y:!HC:ld !Jk\~ 1JJi.~l:J_:!l: CUJ1/lCLtjl~g !.hi~ 

r1ppu!·tr'1111 nl stud;::nb ru \ 1 ,ca\:i:111,d Rr.::h;ihil1t«ir;,111 he: ;11dt1dcd i!• the s,111K 

11n:w•_·t th<l~ :1th:1· opliu;,, C(ll11icc1 li' (.'(•ikgc and Cl1"c'cJ r\1:-rh:;;rn~:)J i.:. "c rii''-' 
cc1:1c;en1(·d 1i:;1[ the titk ,_ii.th.: \ltcrn:ll~· U1plo:i,:1 1 •• lpti,,1t i.:; rn1~k'.1d111.;; \,,, ,1u,k11!' 

::t~d I' 11·t.:·1·1t'), ~\~the du~:u~11c11r ;:, nt'i :i rrJd:t1c:nJI higL ·"c'.1i:1.d Jipitqll<l 

CA1UA J. J~\'EFS, l'h.1). • ~111"~rinll'1Hh• 111 
li~S7 "ll.'HJELl.'iLt, R0-\1.l • P \SS CllRlS'l lA \ • \lh.'il .SSJl'l'l • YJ~?I • Ph 1in~ 122.~i 25:'-6100 •Fa.\ ['.?.2H! 2:'5-? .IO~ 
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) 

Funllcn11•1l1.'. dl '.l 1·cc('lH curric~iiu111 dir·.::c[(1r's :ncdin.':(, 1!1e Stale Otrecrur ot· 

Spc<:IHI F:duc::Hiun. ([t\.:t:_+cn Ci~Jc;, indic'1kd th;\) ~tucknrs with signi rkwt 
cognilio.,c d:<;ahilitics wh' do t1ill return tu lh::.:ir high schooh until agc 20 wiil 1h1t 

he d1g1hk Lil c~1rn .1 C eriiiluitc l·,t"(\1mpktil1n and 1.vil! cmu:t i1g:1111sr. the high 
~chol;! dn1pour ra>.: We l>cli:..'vc tint it [s unrca::-;u11ahie ILJ allow the pMcnr's choice 
of wh<;thcr Cir nut rhcir ch:ld n::t ·,mv-; tz1 ~chool l\:i h:iv 1.;: such all impn-.::( on the 
dn 1pout 1·~1ic \Vt: l"l:CZ!!nmc11d tlt..i: the J.'l"U\ 1:->ion tP rc(;uir<-' lh;1t a ~luclcnt atk1Hh to 

age 20 b:.; rC'ClJnsidercd. 

Du'li'6 tl\i.: -;c1uur :cur. ·Ji! -;tutknts ~11·,~ tcquirc·li [;.) ok<:: an a111h1guou::i C1:!it:gc <111d 
Can.:r.:r f<.,~a,~i11c-..s ,_[.,,.)_-;_\\,·arc Cl'i><.:-:rned Wltii 1)Ltr '.1bil1tv to otfcr tili:; cour\c t:.: 

al! scn1( 1 r~ ... in1ultant.:c1usl>; ·,l-iicdul~11g i~~)ue" 111~1y bl: ~ln urilnh:ndeJ .:!1n~equencc 
i.virh detn11Kn'·,,;; iil1\.':h:: (,, 'tudc:irs' ability r1• grndu:1rt; FJrth<:r, •.ti-: 1mpunant 

rlrn: :'._:l·1l 1nh Jnc! d1:->il";~t-o k11u'.\, 1n :.1 tim-:1~ mcmm:r. license erHlorsc1nent 

rcquir1.;1:1-:·1:~ 11ccd·~li t:11 r!1h Ct•une tll cnsu1·c ttni Vie meec staff\11.,; need:;.\\':.; &ire 

:1is:_1 Cl'n~·u-nuJ th<ll tl-.-.: l'nlp(h~d .;1.;ur'.: '.t(\(1.~ llll•: mmc; recttPrcd cl<i'.iS. ;1·hi·..:h 

c:(•Ll 1d n~::kc ;'. d1 ~fo:ult r(,r 3;,udem' f11r cxainpi<:. stude11t:) wirh Jisabi!iti.::s cou:u 
!~.'s'-~ ti:-: \1ppnnu ::n~~ i'.> t:Jkc tuh,,r1~1l~t_yp~ <.:L1~:-s~s ft Jr n::Hh.:diJ~i•)n of n..:ading and 
rn;1 tit . 

The ~Gr(1; i· ycd :· . 1:1~. be t,u1 Lite tii ti~r)c a ('p!l(;~ C ~1ih.i Car~er f<.c~1cL n ~'.:>~ L·i~L") \Ve 
r~cl~1rn:1c:~d t!.1:.;t ·~tJd._rH~~ shuutd be ~1ilo 1A· ·~d u~ Utk.e tll~ c1fursc nl ~111~1 1ln'1e hct\·Vcen 
tlh.:rr 1~' :: grc:d'-1 un.J ) 21h g:·aLk·.; c~1r_ 

Thank 'd'U for 11 1·· ,.,--;d11··g u:-; the r)nwrtu!1!ty \> ~h~1r~ kcdhnck nbout thi1' irnp1lrtact 
dCL'1'i•m. \\'c <1t·r..· '.!\H1:·'2 th.t' lltc ":!l>s1:;sif1pt Dc11artrn1::ut c>f Education lla::; put d Jut o~­
thought <1rd h,n! \q >rk !!1~!> d'-'.'.,.:.;/ining thc'ie ortl\1l1S in ;;rder tl• cil~UfC the be:.:;!. (IU[z.:or:>es 

t;!r n!i stdc1~L-> Vvc illJpc tlvit u1_,1 input \',ii! be 1.1.<;·2d w guide this dcci:m!r. 

S 1 ncerel y. 

Rob Frr:nch 
Assistant Di1·cctoc uf'('urnculurn <111d fnstrnction 

/ 

~Jc1·idith Rc111~ 

Chict'Acarkmic Ollic:cr 

Carl;i J Evers. r:1 . D 
Supcrintendenr 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Gavle Fortenberry 
Accr'Xlltatton 
APA Comments on Graduation standards 
Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:49:38 PM 

Dear Dr. Malone : 

As a parent and former CTE teacher, the following components of the new graduation 
requirements raise questions for me, and some need clarification or require editing: 

IVljssjssjppj Public. chool Accountability Stan1hmls, 21).16. Grnduatjon Re<Jnircmcnls 
App~ndix A Revisions 

1. Are the phrases/words "may only" "may be" "must be" "required" "may only be" all 
synonymous? The language throughout ADuemli.x..A=3 (and others) is inconsistent, which 
creates a bit of confusion. Can you clean up these phrases and if a course if required, use 
the word "required?" 

2. In Appendix A-4, Mississippi Early Exit Diploma, these requ irernents as out! ined in this 
document do not meet the required College Preparatory Curriculum mandated by 
Mississippi's IHL. A student graduating with 17.5 credits on this plan would not even be able 
to gain admittance to college in Mississippi, because it does not require a Foreign Language or 
Introduction to World Geography. Looking at A-4, without knowing about IHL's CPC, a 
student could gain early exit from high school without being College ready. How can this be 
justified? 

Appcmlix A-5. the duirt o[Asscssment Options 011 page 28. 

I. The chart indicates that a Social Studies score is required on the ACT. There is no 
Social Studies section on the ACT. How can you require a 17 when there is no possible 
way to get that score in that section? 

2. In college courses in Mississippi, there is no course titled American History. A student in a 
Mississippi school cannot dual enroll or earn dual credit by taking College American I Iistory 
because it doesn't exist. PJease clarify specifically what course will count as dual credit. 

3. In college courses in Mississippi, there is no course called College Biology. Also, is a 
laboratory required with this course? Will any freshman level biology course count? 
Please cJarify. 

Appendix A-6 Trnditional Ojplonrn 

1. How is it that if these new standards are intended to increase rigor when the number 
of required courses in Science and Social Studies has been reduced? 

2. If a student graduates with a Traditional Diploma by these standards. the student will not be 
College ready. No foreign language is required, and no Geography course is required. /\ 
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student could not get into a Mississippi college with a traditional diploma. How do you 
justify this? 

3. In my opinion, the early release option should not be an expectation highlighted on the 
proposed graduation requirements . It should be listed as a separate guideline in the steps to 
high school graduation. 

4. Where does one find the College or Career Readiness Benchmarks referenced in 
footnote 12? And should it not be College AND Career Readiness, not College OR 
Career Readiness? Who has the power to assess a student for this benchmark 
attainment at the local level? At what grade level is this assessment made? 

I. Why is there a restriction on the type of Arts courses for this endorsement? 

2. If the State is going to require a CTE endorsement student to take the WorkKeys, what is 
the cost? Where is the WorkKeys test administered? Will the State pay for the student 
to take the WorkKeys? How many times can it be taken until the appropriate level is 
attained? When are they required to take it? What if the student takes the ACT? Will 
an appropriate ACT score stand in lieu of WorkKeys? 

3. On additional requirements for the CTE endorsement, should students have the option of 
completing one CTE dual credit OR dual enrollment course, rather than just a dual 
credit course? Who is responsible for paying the fees and books for this required 
course? The student? The district? The state? Also, the ACT should be required, 
otherwise a CTE student could not enroll in Dual Credit courses. 

4. This endorsement should be identified as Career and Technical Education, not Career and 
Technical. 

Appendix A-8 Acndcmjc Eocl rirscmen t 

I. Why is there a restriction on the type of Arts courses for this endorsement? 

2. lf a student graduates with a Traditional Diploma with an Academic Endorsement by these 
standards, the student will not be College and Career ready. No foreign language is required, 
and no Geography course is required. A student could not get into a Mississippi college with 
this endorsement. Your electives list should include required courses for college admission, 
rather than leaving the electives section so generic. 

3. For the additional requirements for th is endorsement: 

Who will be responsible for paying the fees and books for the AP, IB and/or required 
Dual credit/dual enrollment course? 

Will a dual enrollment course count as a requirement? You only have dual credit 
specified. 
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ppcndix A-? Distjogubhcd Endorsement 

l. Why is there no restriction on the type of Arts courses for this endorsement? 

2. In regards to the electives, what is the difference between IHL Advanced Electives 
and CPC? Are they not one in the same? You should specify what courses you consider 
Advanced Electives. 

3. Why is the SAT acceptable only with this endorsement? 

4 . For the additional requirements for this endorsement, 

Who will be responsible for paying the fees and books for the AP, IB and/or required 
Dual credit/dual enrollment course? 

Will a dual enrollment course count as a requirement? You only have dual credit 
specified. 

General Cnmmcnt5 

My opinion regarding the proposed changes is that these graduation options are very 
confusing. There are too many options and very little variation between the endorsements. 
The endorsements are obviously designed to track students, and 1 do not feel that this is 
beneficial to all students. What is the relevance and purpose of the endorsement system? 
Who does it affect? How does it help or hurt a student who graduates from a Mississippi High 
school and makes a decision about their future? If a student in a traditional diploma track with 
no endorsements decides one to two years out of high school that they want to go to college, 
will he/she be able to gain admittance? What ifa student on a CTE endorsement track earns a 
skilled trade, then gets a job in a company that expects all employees to earn a bachelor's 
degree. Will that student be able to gain admittance to a Mississippi University? Our goal 
should be to prepare ALL students for College and Career Readiness. Period. End of story. 
When they "walk" or graduate, they should have been given every effort and been afforded 
every opportunity that the student in line ahead of them and the student in line behind them 
was given to be successful. We don't need labels. We need high school graduates who have 
the basic tools to make a decision for their own personal future. 

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. 

Gayle Fortenberry 
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