OFFICE OF CHIEF ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICER
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items
September 14, 2017

OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION

03.

Action: Revise Standard 14, Appendix A, and Appendix G of the Mississippi
Public _School _Accountability Standards, 2016: Graduation Requirements
effective school year 2018-2019 [Goals 1, 2, and 4 — MBE Strategic Plan]

(Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with public comments)

Background Information: The Offices of Accreditation, Secondary Education, and
Special Education began the process of examining Mississippi diploma
requirements in the fall of 2015, with the convening of a Graduation Task Force.
Based on feedback from stakeholders and surveys, the Graduation Task Force
has endorsed the recommendations being discussed. The proposed
recommendations included having one (1) Traditional Diploma with the
opportunity for students to earn a career and technical endorsement, academic
endorsement or a distinguished academic endorsement. Additionally,
recommendations included an Alternate Diploma option for students with
significant cognitive disabilities (SCD). The proposed recommendations were
approved by the Commission on School Accreditation on June 15, 2017.

On July 13, 2017, the State Board of Education granted approval to begin the
Administrative Procedures Act (APA) process to revise Standard 14, Appendix A
and Appendix G of the Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2016:
Graduation Requirements. The proposed revisions would allow students the
opportunity to earn an endorsement with their high school diploma and would
provide students with disabilities an opportunity to earn a traditional diploma. Oral
proceedings were held on August 22, 2017, and August 24, 2017. In addition, the
public comment period was open through August 31, 2017.

All public comments have been compiled and will be presented to the
Commission on School Accreditation for consideration during its special-called
meeting on Wednesday, September 13, 2017.

This item references Goals 1, 2, and 4 of the Mississippi Board of Education
2016-2020 Strategic Plan.

Recommendation: Approval
Back-up material attached

Note: This item is subject to change and is contingent upon approval by the
Commission on School Accreditation on Wednesday, September 13, 2017.



Item A
Traditional Diploma and Endorsement Chart

Alternate Diploma Chart




Proposed Mississippi Diploma

Mississippi has lwo dipiomas options: The Traditional Diploma and the Alternate Diploma. The Traditiona! Diploma is for all students. The Allernate
Diploma is an option for students wilh a Significant Cognilive Disability (SCD),

Curnculum Area

English

Mathematics
Sclence
Soclal Studles

Physical Education
Health
Ar

Career and
Collega Readiness

Technology or Computer
Scdance

Additional Electives
Total Units Required

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA OPTION

Requirements

- Student must idenlify an endorsement
% = English | area prior 10 entering Sth grade.
 English It Endarsement requirements can only
be changed with parental
4 * Algetra | permission.

« Biology | + For eariy release, student must have
o v met College or Career Readiness
e 1 Workd Hislooy Benchmarks (ACT sub scores 17
= 1US History English and 19 Math or samed a
. Silver lovel on ACT WorkKays),
,/ A 1L5 Covemmmt Altemately, a student must meat
* % Economics ALLof the following
« % Mssissipp Studies » Mave a 2.5 GPA
., - Passed or met all MAAP
i assessmenis requirements for
a graduation
= On track io meet diploma
requirements

1 = Must occur In the student’s junior or senior year, orin the « Concurrently enrolied in the
Essentials of College Math or

student complellon of a 4-year sequence
Essentlats of College Literacy

Required Subjects

Recommendations

5 - For early gradualion, a student should
24 successfully complete an area of
endorsement.
- A student should lake a math or
math equivalent course tha senior

year,
Curriculum Area Ca&ﬂ?‘ge Required Subjects Requirements
English 4 - » Altemata English Elements |-V - The Alternale D:ploma s nol
Mathemalics 1 = Altemate Math Elements 11 equivalent i 8 fracional high
schoo! diploma and s not
= Allsmate Algebra Elements recognized by post-sacondary
Sci 2 - Alt entities thal require a traditional
ance Altemate Bk:logy‘ Elements high schooldiploma
= Alternale Scienca Elamenis |l - od
Social Studies 2 -~ Altemate History Elemerss oactcionre i tha NEseissirri
{Strands: U.S. History art World History) Assessment Program-Altemate
= Altemate Social Studies Elements Assessment (MAP-A) with a
(Strands: Economics and U.S. Govemment) score TBD
Physical Education Ya . Slud:nls w?;hfé'f; trnethlhe
. " criteria on their or having a
Heslth # Altemale Health Elemenis Significant Cognitive Disabity
Ant 1 (SCD) may participatein a
Career Readinass 4 « Caraer Readiness |-V mﬂra&‘;&:}g&yalo S the
(Strands: Technology, Systems, Employabiity, and Soclal)
Life Skills Development ] « Lile Skiks Development |-IV
(Strands: Technoiogy, Syslems, Personal Care, and Soclal)
Additlonal Electives 2
. Total Units Required 24

. , MISSISSIPPI
DEPARIMIN (B
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Traditional Diploma Endorsement Options

Students pursuing a Traditional Diploma must identify an endorsement prior to entering 9th grade. There are three
endorsement options: Careerand Technical, Academic, and Distinguished Academic Endorsement.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT

Curricujum Area Cal;:?ge Required Subjects Additional Requirements
English 4 - Englishi - Engiish I - Eam an overall GPA of 2.5
Mathamalics 4 - Algebra | - Eam silver level on ACT WorkKeys
Science 3 = Blology ! - Eam two additional Carnegie Units
Social Studles 3% = 1WorldHistory « v Econamics for a total of 26
= 1U S History » Y4 Mississippi Studies Must successfully complete one of
s % US Govemment the following:
Physical Educalion Y One CTE dual credit or eam
Health 1y arliculated credit in the high
An ! schoo! CTE course
Career and ¥ = Must accur In Ihe student's junior or senlor year, o in the vcv:ge?:z?&:":; g‘;gg::ﬁf: anosor
College Readiness sludent complelion of a 4-year sequence. Eam a Stale Board of Educalion approved
Technology or Compuler 1 natlonal credential
Srirnca
CTE Eleclves & = Must complete a four-course sequential program of study
Addilional Elgclives 3%
ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT Additional Requirements
e = » Earnan overall GPAof 2 5
g arnegie : ; « Courses must meet MS IHL College
Curriculum Area Units Required Subjects Preparatory Curriculum (CPC)
Enalish A . i " i requiremsnis
il L sl  Eam MS IHL and Community college
S g ge readiness benchmarks (ACT sub scores 17
Sclence 3 » Biolagy | English and 19 Math as approved by
Social Studies I * 1 WordHistary * % Ecanomics posisecondary lor non-remediation al most
« 1U.S.History * % Missigsippi Studles Community Colleges and IHL college-ready
« %4 U.S. Govemmenl courses in seniar year.)
Physical Education % - Eam two additional Camegie Units for a total of
Health Y 2%
Ar 9 Musl successfully completeaneof
. the following
Carager and 1 = Must ocour in the student’s junior or senior year or in the One AP ith a C o high d
College Readiness i ¥ . ne AP course with a C or higher an
ollege Readi student compietion of a 4-year sequence take the appropriale AP exam
Technology or Computer 1
Science One Diploma Program-IB course vitha C
. or higher and lake the appropriale 1B
Additional Electives 7% » Must meet CPC requirements for MS IHLs exams

R ;oo couseuinsCo
higherin the course

DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT

Additional Requirements

Curriculum Area Larngyie Required Subjects - Eam an overall GPA of 3.0
_ = Coursas mustmeetMS |HL CPC

English 4 = English| « English il recommended requirements
Mathematics 4 = Algebra | « Eam nallonal college readiness benchmarks
Science P » Blology | on each subtest egtablished by ACT of 18
Social Stud as a 1Word Hislory ¥ Ecanomics inEnglishand 22 In baihor 5t

. oY

- 1US History » % Mississippi Studies Sipency s adtbletieg by Colege Bourd

= % US Govemmen » Eam four addiional Camegie Uniits for a total of
Physical Educalion Y 28
Health % - Must successfully completeoneof the
Art 1 following
Career and College 1 = Must occur in the studenl’s junior or senlor year, or in the Onse AP course with a B ar higber and
Readiness student comp'etion of a 4-year sequence lake the appropriate AP exam
Technology or Computer 1 One Diploma Program-IB course with a B
Sclence or higher and take the appropriata 1B
Additional Eleclives 8 « Must meet CPC requirements for exams

MS HLs - One dual credit course with a B or

higher In the course

*
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Item B

Justification Chart based on Administrative Procedures
Act (APA) Process




Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to APA

=

A
PRal LN TS

SIRSeoRnCTgtioN SN

| *Changed based on public comment
GRA Add language “or the SAT equivalent, as
| specifled by the College Board”

| Mississippl IHLs accept both the ACT and SAT
in admission process; therefore, both should
 be referenced in the requirements.

4.

! *Changed based on public comment

Allow districts to teach class to students in
| junior or senior year.

| planning and Instruction for postsecondary
| transition, and will include the following units:
College and Career Ready Units:

o Transition from high school
graduation to post-secondary
enroliment

o College and Career Exploration and
Selection Processes
College and Career Assessments
College Affordabillity Planning
College and Career Admission
Process

Life Ready Units:

* Financlal Literacy

» Community Service

e Communlcation {oral, written)
» Digital Literacy

i

This change will allow districts more flexibllity
in offering the CCR course to either juniors or
senlors or in the 4-course sequence. Because
the class has overwhelming support from post-
| secondary and business partners, the
requirement for the course will remain.

1




Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to APA

~ Recommendations

Justification

| The following classes will count for the CCR

| class:

« MDE College and Career Readiness |
Course F

e MDE Career Pathway Experience |

e Senior Project/Capstone Project
{with the addition of required CCR '
components)

e Leader in Me, Advisement
Programs, and Seminar Courses
{Students must complete the entire |
4-year sequence of these courses |
with the addition of required CCR
components) ‘

» District developed course approved
by MDE {process and timeline for
approval}

There are no additional endorsement
requirements for the MDE College and Career |
Ready course. A teacher with a valid secondary |
teaching license may teach this course. !

|
|

If implemented in a strategic manner, there
| should be no additional costs incurred by
districts. The traditional diploma is a 24-credit 1
diploma, just as the current standard diploma. |
| Additionally, districts now have the option to

Timeline for development of MDE Colleée and

| Career Readiness course:

November 2017 through January 2018
— Writing team with teachers,
postsecondary representation, industry
representatives, counselors, State
treasurer representatives, and
principals

February 2018 — curriculum approval
for APA process for State Board of
Education

April 2018 - final approval of
curriculum

Summer 2018 - Training for early
adopters to follow

Academic year 2018-2019 —
implementation for early adopters




Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to APA

| JJ ustification
| junior or senior year, or in an approved 4-year
| sequence which relieves the district from
needing additional teacher units for this class.
| *No Change *
Move forward with the elimination of the 21- | The 21-credit diploma is not preparing
credit District option. students for careers or for college. After the

21-credit diploma was adopted, MDE changed
the accreditation rules to allow middle school
| students to earn Carnegie Units earlier. This
§ provides students with more opportunities to
| earn Carnegie Units in middle school allowing
' them to gain college and career readiness
! skills within 24 credits (at an earlier grade).

| *Changed based on public comment ’ e Goal #2 of the SBE states that ALL
Students who have not met the Mississippi students will be prepared for college
postsecondary ACT remediation benchmarks | and career. Students who have not met
of 17 in English and 19 in Math or the Silver | the requirements prior to graduation
level on the ACT WorkKeys for the CTE need more opportunities to meet
I endorsement must meet ALL 4 of the l requirements.
following requirements for early release: | e Itis our responsibility to prepare all
= have the required 2.5 GPA | students to exit high school ready for
» have passed or met all MAAP post-secondary work without
assessments requirements for remediation and/or the necessary skllis
graduation {see Appendix A-5) | to enter the workforce in a job with a
o be on track to meet diploma sustainable wage.
requirements o Districts are allocated funds based on a

student's enrollment as a fulltime




Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to APA

~ Recommendations. Justification
e be concurrently enrolled in Essentials student. Making students aware of the

for College Math and/or Essentials for
College Literacy based on minimum 15
ACT sub-score

readiness requirement immediately
will encourage initiative and -
involvement in meeting standards by
the student and parents.

| * Proposed revisions to the Business Rules of | A concern with early graduation is that those
| the MS Statewide Accountabllity System will | students who meet diploma requirements and
be presented to the Accountability Task Force | choose to exit are not counted in the senior
for Consideration In Fall 2017. | snapshot for the districts In accordance with

| the Business Rules of the MS Statewide

| Accountability System. This is a separate
accountabllity issue that is not tied to the
traditional diploma. The issue of counting
early graduates with their cohort in their
senijor snapshot and in the accountability
model must be addressed separately.

*No Change e Career Readiness is just as important as
Keep the CTE endorsement standard as College Readiness. The GPA
requirement will remain the same to
' ensure that both endorsements are
| given equal value.
e Projected middle-skill career
| opportunities in Mississippi will require
students to meet higher academic and
career standards,




Traditional Diploma with Endorseme

nts Response to APA

01

=

_ Justification

WorkKeys funding for CTE completers
will be provided by the Office of Career
and Technical Education.

For districts that do not have dual
credit options, the statewide CTE
articulation agreement allows students
to earn dual credit through their local
CTE classes, if assessment
requirements (70 or above on CTE
CPAS) are met.

MDE in partnership with all four local
workforce boards Js providing
additional work-based learning
opportunities for students. Since work-
based-learning is limited in some areas,
districts must ensure that students are
supported in meeting one of the
remaining options {CTE dual credit/
articulation or a National Certification).

*Changed based on public comment

| For Academic Endorsement ‘
Earn a C or higher in any AP course and

take the exam
€arn a C or higher in a Diploma
Program-IB course and take the exams

|
.
|
l
|
f

=

This change will apply the same
standard of mastery for AP, 1B, and
dual credit.

5
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Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to APA

~ Recommendations

Justification

e Earn a C or higher in an academic dual |

enrollment course

For Distinguished Academic Endorsement

« Earn a B or higher in any AP course and
take the exam

e Earn aB or higher in a Diploma
Program -1B course and take the exams

o Earn a B or higher in an academic dual
enrollment course

2| The distinction of weighted grades was
removed.

|

|
|
|
|
l
|

Districts have their own grading
systems. This change will allow districts
to continue to follow their current
grading policies.

Federal funding for Title | and Title IV,
Part A, will be distributed directly to
districts. ESSA permits districts to use
these funds for providing a well-
rounded education which includes the
funding of advanced coursework.
College Board provides discounts to
districts for eligible students. Title I)
may be used for teacher professional
development for teaching advanced
courses.




-4

Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to APA

: ~ Recommendations Justification
*No Change « Districts may add curriculum

|
| Keep curriculum specification as proposed. |
|

* No Change I
Continue with the elimination of the MOD and |
| support districts in transitioning students with
| disabilities into the courses to prepare them

| far the Traditional diploma.

requirements to the traditional
diploma; however, any local district
policy must apply to a single traditional
diploma for ALL students. If a district
chooses to increase the traditional
diploma requirements, MDE
encourages districts to seek
community input when crafting their
local board policies.

Districts with existing honors
graduation requirements may keep
them if they are equal to or above the
proposed endorsement requirements,

The MOD did not allow students to
transition to any post-secondary
opportunities.

Students who earned a MOD diploma
were not considered high school
graduates.

All students should be given the
opportunity to eamn a credential that
will allow them to become self-
sufficlent.




Traditional Diploma with Endorsements Response to APA

€1

Recommendations

lustification |

| development based on concerns ralsed in
| APA process.
| The following items need clarification:

Define who can earn a Certificate of
Attendance

Determine the requirements for
earning a Certificate of Attendance
Establish the conditions in which a
student who earns a Certificate of
Attendance can participate in
graduation

Define the age requirement for a
Certificate of Attendance

[
|
1
|

Timeline for Development:

September — November 2017: Gather
input from all district leaders in the
Diploma regional meetings

October 27, 2017: Special Certification
Work Group to make preliminary
recommendations

December 2017: Accreditation
Commission recommendation to the
State Board of Education

January 2018: State Board of Education
approval to begin the APA process
March 2018: Final approval to State
Board of Education for the Certificate
of Attendance

See College and Career course section

See Early Release section

See CTE Endorsement section

See Advanced Courses section

i




itemC
Justification Chart for Standard 14
Redline Version Standard 14




“rocess

| standard

Number

Process Standard 14 Justification

Process Standard
Description

Change and Justification |
as Request in July |

Recommendations for Final Approval

149 Remove language “four {(4)° | SB 2432 ended MOD and Adopt as Proposed
to reflect changes in Career | Career Diploma options for
and Mississippi Occupations | incoming 9" graders of
Diploma (MOD) Pathways 2017-2018
14.11 District Option Pathway — To | Reflect changes for 2018- Adopt as Proposed
end with incoming g 2019 new requirements
raders of 2017-2018
14.1.2 Traditional Diploma Pathway | Reflect changes for 2018- Adopt as Proposed
- To end with incoming 9" 2019 new requirements
raders of 2017-2018
14.1.3 Career Pathway Option — SB 2432 removed this as an | Adopt as Proposed
Ended with incoming 9" option for incoming 8%
_graders of 2016-2017 raders effective 2017-2018
14.1.4 No Change
14.1.5 No Change
14.1.6 Early Exit Diploma - Toend | Reflect changes for 2018- Adopt as Proposed
with incoming 9% graders of | 2019 new requirements
2017-2018
14.1.7 New Traditional Diploma Make diploma more Adopt as Proposed
(NEW) consistent and more
reflective of student
achlevement
14.1.8 Traditional Diploma with a Make diploma more Adopt as Proposed
(NEW) Career and Technical consistent and more
Endorsement reflective of student
achisvement for career
readiness
14.1.9 Traditional Diploma with Make diploma more Adopt as Proposed
(NEW) Acedemic Endorsement consistent and more
reflective of student
achievement for
postsecondary readiness
without remediation .
14.1.10 Traditional Diploma with Make diploma more Adopt as Proposed
(NEW) Distinguished Academic consistent and more
Endorsement reflective of student
achievement for national
postsecondary readiness
without remediation
14.1.11 Alternate Diploma for Allawable under ESSA Adopt as Proposed
(NEW) Students with Significant
Cognitive Disabilities
14.1.12 Certificate of Completion Change from Mississippi Pult item for adoption until additional
(NEW) Qccupational Diploma to changes have been developed.

Traditional Diploma with very
specific guidelines for
Certificate of Completion

Changes that needs to be determined
based on APA comments

Define who can earn a Certificate

of Attendance
Determine the requirements for

earning a Certificate of Attendance

15



|

Process

Standard
Number

Process Standard
Description

|
i Change and Justification

as Request in July

Recommendations for Final Approval

student who earns the Certificate
of Attendance can participate in
graduation

Define the age requirements for
Certificate of Attendance

Timeline for development

September 2017 — November
2017: Gather input from all
Diploma regional meetings
October 27, 2017: Special
Certification Work Group to make
recommendations

December 2017: Accreditation
Commission for approval for APA
process to the State Board of
Education

January 2018: State Board of
Education approval to begin the
APA Process

March 2018: Final approval to
State Board of Education for

Establish the conditions In which a |

Certificate of Attendance
14.2 Remove language for Reflects changes to State Adopt as Proposed
passing assessment Board Policy 36.4 for
assessment options
14.3 Mississippi Occupational SB 2432 removed this as an | Adopl as Proposed
Diploma (MOD) Reflect option for incoming 9t
ending date for incoming 9" | graders effective 2017-2018
graders of 2016-2017
14.4 No Changes
14.5 No Changes
Note Change language to - Change language to reflect | Adopt as Proposed

Students enrolled in grades
7 - 12 may be awarded a
Carnegie unit credit
provided the course content
is @ Camegle unit bearing
course In the current
edition of the Approved
Coursaes for the Secondary
Schools of Mississippi
Manual.

changes already approved
by CSA

16



Excerpt from Mississippi Public Schools Accountability Standards, 2016

14. The school district requires each student, in order to receive a high school diplama, to have met the
requirements established by its local board of education and by the State Board of Education. {Miss. Cade
Ann, § 37-16-7} (7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 36, R. 36.1, R. 36.2, R. 36.3, R. 36.4)

141

142

Each student receiving a standard high school diploma has earned the minimum number of Carnegie

units as specified in Appendix A. (See Appendix A.) (? Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 28, R. 28.2, R.

28.3) Students receiving a standard diploma may select from feu¢- {4} graduation pathways as

specified by the local school district’s graduation requirements.

14.1.1 Entering ninth graders in 2005-2006 and thereafter ending with incoming ninth graders
of 2017-18 pseniors-ofsehaalyess2008-1009-ard--lates}-are required to have a minimum
of 21 Carnegie units as specified in Appendix A-1.

14.1.2 Entering ninth graders in 2008-2003 and thereafter ending with incoming ninth graders
of 2017-2018(senios-elechoolyear 2011-2042-and) are required to have a minimum of
24 Carnegie units as specified In Appendix A-2, unless, in accordance with school board
policy, their parent/guardian requests to opt the student out of Appendix A-2
requirements. This student would be required to complete the graduation requirements
specified in Appendix A-1.

14.1.3 Entering eleventh graders in 2010-2011 and ending with Incoming ninth graders of school
year 2016-2017 and-thereslier-(seniors-ofschoolyear 20412042 -and-{ater who chose
the Career Pathway Option are required to earn the minimum graduation
requirements specified in Appendix A-3. (MS4§Code32-16-17}Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16-
7}

14.1.4 Beginning in schoal year 2011-2012, all eighth-grade students are required to have
an Individualized Career and Academic Plan (iCAP) prior to exiting the eighth grade.

14.1.5 Innovative Programs

14.1.6 Early Exit Diploma shall end with incoming 9* graders of schocl year 2018-2019

14.1.7 Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter, are required ta have a minimum of
24 Carnegie units as specified in Appendix A-6.

14.1.8 Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter, are required to have a minimum of
26 Carnegie units and meet additional requirements as specified in Appendix A-7 to earn
a Traditlonal Diploma with a Career and Technical Endorsement.

14.1.9 Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter, are required to have a minimum of
26 Carnegie units and meet additional requirements as specified in Appendix A-B to earn
a Traditional Diploma with an Academic Endorsement.

14,3.10 Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter, are required to have a minimum of
28 Carnegie units and meet additional requirements as specified in Appendix A-9 to earn
a Traditional Diploma with a Distinguished Academic Endorsement.

14.1.11 Entering ninth graders with a significant cognitive disability in 2018-2019 and thereafter,
are required to have a minimum of 24 Credits as described in Appendix A-10 to earn an
Alternate Diploma.

164,112 Students with-disabilitics uaderthe4DEA that-antar ainth graduin-2008-2019 and
theraaltor-may be awarded-3 Corplicate of Completion as specifiedin Appeadin-A-1 1
given-they-meet-the-following-eriteria:

o The student'sPeA-disabililyruling has-becaursueeesslul in mestingthe
requirements of eitherthe Traditional Biploma-orthe-Awernate Diploma;-ind
o —Student-hss regched-the manmums age of servdce-underthe-lDEA - which-in

KiisslsElnaiiesc. 36,

Each student recelving a standard diploma has achieved a-passing-—score—-mel assessment
requirements on each of the required high school exit examinations. {Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16-7}
{7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 34, R. 34.1, Ch. 36, R. 36.1, R. 36.3, R. 36.4)

17



Ending with incoming ninth graders of 2016-2017 each student who has completed the secondary
curriculum for special education may be issued a special diploma or certificate of completion,
which states: "This student has successfully completed an Individualized Education Program."

{Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16-11(1))

143

144  Ending with the incoming ninth grade class of 2016-2017, each student with disabilities receiving
a Mississippi Occupational Diploma has successfully completed all minimum requirements
established by the State Board of Education. {Miss. Code Ann.

§37-16-11(2)} (See AppendIx G.)
145  The student who fails to meet the graduation requirements is not permitted to participate in

the graduation exercises.

NoterStudenisenreledin grades 27—t may-beawarded 3 Carnegie-unitereditarovided-the coursacontent
B EarRRg 4Rt beartng cowrsa i the eurreat edition af the Appreved-touses for theSecondamy Schoels

of MississippiManuat-Students enrolled in grades 7 — 12 may be awarded a Carnegle unit credit provided
the course content is 3 Carnegie unit bearing course in the current edition of the Approved Courses

for the Secondary Schoals of Mississippt Manual.

18



Item D
Justification Chart for Appendix A-1 through A-11
Redline Version Appendix A-1 through A-11




Summary of Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2016
Justification Changes for School Year 2017-2018 and School Year 2018-2019

District Option . Option ends with the 20[7-2018 mcommg freshmen Adopt changes 1-5 as requested

class

2. Add Camegie units for middle school Additional changes requested

3. Changes Business and Technology requirement to 1. Remove AP English Language
Technology or Computer Science and add the Composition as a replacement for
additional technology courses that can count as credit English II. This is an incorrect
toward graduation statement.

4. Change passing assessment to meeting assessment 2. Add in the science Camnegie Units

requirements

: ; section: Sports Medicine, or Sports
5. Add Foundations of Algebra requirement

Medicine-Theory and Application I and
Sports Medicine-Theory and
Application [I. These courses were
not included in the original
document.

3. Add in the Technology and Computer
Science section: Exploring Computer
Science and AP Computer Science.
Remove and any other computer
science course to reflect courses
approved by MDE and the
Accreditation Commission.

0z



Appcndlx A2

pnon ends with the 70[7-201 8 incoming freshmen

i .

Adopt changes 1-5 as rcquested

Diploma class
2. Add Carnegie units for middle school Additional changes requested
3. Changes Business and Technology requirement to 1. Remove AP English Language
Technology or Computer Science and add the Composition as a replacement for
additional technology courses that can count as credit English II. This is an incorrect
toward graduation statement.
4. Change passing assessment to meeting assessment 2. Add in the science Camegie Units
requirements . section: Sports Medicine, or Sports
5. Add Foundations of Algebra requirement Medicine-Theory and Application | and
Sports Medicine-Theory and
Application II. These courses were
not included in the original
document.
3. Add in the Technology and Computer
Science section: Exploring Computer
Science and AP Computer Science.
Remove and any other computer
science course to reflect courses
approved by MDE and the
Accreditation Commission.
Appendix A-4 Early Exit 1. Option cnds with the 2017-2018 incoming freshmen Adopt changes 1-5 as requested
Diploma class

w

Add Camegie units for middle school

Changes Business and Technology requirement to
Technology or Computer Science and add the
additional technology courses that can count as credit
toward graduation

Change passing assessment to meeting assessment
requirements

12




d Bar

Fo&datus o Algc requirement

s

ppendix A-3 Career iploma

el

Option is no longer aailale or students entering high schoo
due to passage of Senate Bill 2432 (Lntering Ninth Graders no
| longer have this option afier school year 2016-2017)

Adopt changes as requested

C. Graduation

(8] Clarification Lan

Appendix:

ppendix A-5

Dual Credit
Course
Identification

andidngtifications

Courses accepted for assessment requirement:
English IT assessment aption — English Composition
Algebra I assessment option — College Algebra
Biology I assessment option - College Blology
U.S. History assessment option — College American
History

Appendix A-5

ASVAB
Clarification

Only the ASVAB will be accepted as an assessment option for
graduation requirement. The PICAT prescreened will not be
accepted for this option.

Adopt changes as requested
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D. N duation r ents for i ninth graders of 2018-2019

. ead B | A e e | EA R AT ;
Appendix A-6 Traditional Add new diploma requirements for incoming 9" graders | Add new Traditional Diploma requirements for

Diploma of 2018-2019 incoming 9" graders of 2018-2019 as requested with
the following clarifications

Adopt changes 1-5 as requested in Appendix A-1 and
A2

Additional changes requested

1. Remove AP English Language Composition as
a replacement for English II. This is an
incorrect statement,

2. Add in the science Camegie Units section:
Sports Medicine, or Sports Medicine-Theory
and Application 1 and Sports Medicine-Theory
and Application 1. These courses were not
included in the original document.

3. Add in the Technology and Computer Science
section: Exploring Computer Science and AP
Computer Science. Remove and any other
computer science course to reflect courses
approved by MDE and the Accreditation
Commission.

4. For seniors that have not met the benchmarks,
to qualify for early release (work release)
students must meet the following
requirements:

o HaveaGPA of2.5
o Passed or met the assessment option
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requirements for all
course assessments

o On track to meet the diploma
requirements

o Concurrently enrolled in Essentinls
for College Math and/or Essentials for
College Literacy based ona 15 ACT
subscore

5. The College and Career Readiness course is to
provide planning and instruction for
postsecondary transition.

a. Courses that meet College and Career
Readiness qualification must be
approved through the Mississippi
Department of Education.

b. Courses may be taught during the
junior or senior year unless the course
is taught through a four-year sequence
and the student completes all four

years.

Appendix A-7 | Traditional Add new diploma endorsement for Career and Technical | Add new Traditional Diploma with Career and
Diploma with Education requirements for incoming 9" graders of 2018- | Technical Endorsement requirements for incoming 9*
Career and 2019 graders of 2018-2019 as requested with the following
Technical clarifications
Endorsement

Adopt changes 1-5 as requested in Appendix A-1 and
A-2
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Additio changes requested
1. Remove AP English Language Composition as

a replacement for English [I. This is an
incorrect statcment.

. Add in the science Carnegie Unilts section:

Sports Medicine, or Sports Medicine-Theory
and Application | and Sports Medicine-Theory
and Application II. These courses werc not
included in the original document,

. Add in the Technology and Computer Science

section: Exploring Computer Science and AP
Computer Science. Remove and any other
computer scicnce course to reflect courses
approved by MDE and the Accreditation
Commission.

. For seniors that have not met the benchmarks,

to qualify for early release (work release)
students must meet the following
requirements:
o Have a GPA of 2.5
o Passed or met the assessment option
requirements for all four end-of-
course assessments
o On track to meet the diploma
requirements
o Concurrently enrolled in Essentials
for College Math and/or Essentials for
College Literacy based on a 15 ACT
subscore
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5. The College and Career Readiness course is to
provide planning and instruction for
postsecondary transition.

a. Courses that meet College and Career
Readiness must be approved through
the Mississippi Department of
Education.

b. Courses may be taught during the
junior or senior year unless the course
is taught through a four-year sequence
and the student completes all four

years.

Appendix A-8 Traditional Add new diploma endorsement for Academic Add new Traditional Diploma and Academic
Diploma with requirements for incoming 9™ graders of 2013-2019 Endorsement requirements for incoming 9 graders of
Academic 2018-2019 as requested with the following
Endorsement clarifications

Adopt changes 1-5 as requested in Appendix A-1 and
A2

Additional changes requested

1. Remove AP English Language Composition as
a replacement for English II. This is an
incorrect statement.

2. Add in the science Camegie Units section:
Sports Medicine, or Sports Medicine-Theory
and Application I and Sports Medicine-Theory
and Application Il. These courses were not
included in the original document.
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3. Add in the Technology and Computer Science
section: Exploring Compuler Science and AP
Computer Science. Remove and any other
computer science course to reflect courses
approved by MDE and the Accreditation
Commission.

4. For seniors that have not met the benchmarks,
to qualify for early release (work release)
students must meet the following
requirements:

o Hove a GPA of 2.5

o Passed or met the assessment option
requirements for all four end-of-
course assessments

o On track to meet the diploma
requirements

o Concunrently enrolled in Essentials
for College Math and/or Essentials for
College Literacy based on a 15 ACT
subscore

5. The College and Career Readiness course is to

provide planning and instruction for

postsecondary transition.

a. Courses that meet College and Career
Readiness must be approved through
the Mississippi Department of
Education.

b. Courses may be taught during the
junior or senior year unless the course
is taught through a four-year sequence
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(CRaneesand Justifcationihased onAPAY
and the student completes all four
years.

Add for clarification requirements above the
Traditional Diploma Option
s Eam 26 Camegie Units
o Eam an overall GPA of 2.5
e Courses must meet MS IHL college
preparatory curriculum (CPC) requirements
= Eam MS college readiness benchmarks (ACT
sub scores of 17 in English and 19 in Math or
completion of appropriate Essentials of
College Math or Essentials of College
Literacy with and 80 or above) or on the SAT
as defined by IHL
Must successfully complete onc of the following:
e One AP course with a C or higher and take the
appropriate AP exam
e One Diploma Program-IB course with a C or
higher and take the appropriate IB exams
e  One dual credit course and eam a C or higher
in the course

Appendix A-9 | Traditional Add new diploma endorsement for Distinguished Add new Traditional Diploma and Distinguished
Diploma with Academic requirements for incoming 9™ graders of 2018- | Academic Endorsement requirements for incoming 9%
Distinguished 2019 graders of 2018-2019 as requested with the following
Academic clarifications
Endorsement

Adopt changes 1-5 as requested in Appendix A-1 and
A2
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Addi

l es uested
1.

Remove AP English Language Composition as
a replacement for English Il. This is an
incorrect statement.
Add in the science Camegie Units scction:
Sports Medicine, or Sports Medicine-Theory
and Application | and Sports Medicine-Theory
and Application II. These courses were not
included in the original document.
Add in the Technology and Computer Science
section: Exploring Computer Science and AP
Computer Science. Remove and any other
computer science course to reflect courses
approved by MDE and the Accreditation
Commission,
For seniors that have not meet the benchmarks,
to qualify for early release (work release)
students must meet the following
requirements:
o Havea GPA of2.5
o Passed or met the assessment option
requirements for all four end-of-
course assessments
o On track to meet the diploma
requirements
o Concurrently enrolled in Essentials
for College Math and/or Essentials for
College Literacy based ona 15 ACT
subscore
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5. The College and Career Readiness course is to
provide planning and instruction for
postsecondary transition.

Add for clarification requirements above the
Traditional Diploma Option

Eam 28 Camegie Units

Eam an overall GPA of 3.0

Courses must meet MS IHL College
Preparatory Curriculum (CPC) requirements
Earn ACT college readiness benchmarks
(ACT sub scores of 18 in English and 22) or
on the SAT as defined by IHL

Must successfully complete one of the following:
One AP course with a B or higher and take the
appropriate AP exam

One Diploma Program-IB course with a B or
higher and take the appropriate [B exams

One dual credit course and eam a B or higher
in the course

a. Courses that meet College and Career
Readiness must be approved through
the Mississippi Department of
Education.

b. Courses may be taught during the
junior or senior year unless the course
is taught through a four-year sequence
and the student completes all four
years.
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Appen ix A-l |

Alte

| Add Altemate Dlploma req mrcments for students with

Add Altemme Dlploml requ rements for students wth
significate cognitive disabilities (SCD) only

Change score from 3 to TBD

Diploma significate cognitive dlsabllmes (SCD) only
Appendix A-11 | Certificate of A Certificate of Completion is not a high school diploma
Completion or an Alternate Diploma, but rather an acknowledgement

of the child’s participation in and completion of his/her
Individualized Education Program (IEP).

Pull for additional clarifications
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APPENDIX A-1

APPENDIX A-1
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

STANDARD 14
DISTRICT OPTION
Note: Ending with incoming ninth graders of 2017-2018.

MoterThis-option may-be-oHorad by-districts, but-it-isnot-required,

Each student graduating from a secondary school In an accredited school district will have earned the required
Carnegle units as specified in the following table. Cantents of each requirad and elective course must Include the
core objectives Identifled In the-Mississippi-Gurriculum-Framewerks Mississippi College and Coreer Readiness
Standards. Course titles and identification numbers must appear in the current edition of the Approved Courses
for Secondary Schools of Mississippl. (See 7 Miss. Admin. Cade Pt. 3, Ch. 28, R, 28.2, R, 28.3.) Students enrolled
in grades 7-12 may be awarded a Carnegie unit credit provided the course content Is a Carnegle unit bearing course
in the current edition of the Agproved Courses for the Secondary Schools of Mississippi Manual. Enroliment In

online and-correspondencecoursaslisted In this book must have prior approval granted by the principal. Ne-mere

CRFFESRENEONEE-GRMESR,

Any student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified below and has met the

requirements for achieved-a-passingscore-on-gach of the required high school assessments-axit-examinations -is
eligible to receive a high schaol diploma. The local school district may establish additlonal local requirements

approved by the local school board as authorized undar Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16-7.

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE UNITS REQUIRED SUBJECTS
ENGLISH 4 English |
English Il
MATHEMATICS 42 Algebra | oetniegeatedhathd
~ SCIENCE 33 Biology !
SOCIAL STUDIES 1 World Histary*
3 1 U.S, History*
% U.S. Government
% Mississippl Studies®
HEALTH 1,687 Contemporary Health®
BUSINESS-and-TECHNOLOGY or 1t Hnformation-and-CommunicationTachnology
Computer Science HET)H-ar-L-Ssience,Technology-Sagineering &
Mathematics{STeM)-ar-L-Tachnelegy-Foundations
er--keyboarding-and e Computar-Applications™?
THE ARTS 1’ Any-approved-500.000-cousse
ELECTIVES 4%
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 21
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APPENDIX A-1

-APPENDIX A-1 (Continued)
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
DISTRICT GPTION

‘Compenuatary Enghsh-GCompeasatory-Readlng. and-Campensalory Weling-may aot-heincluded-a the four{4)
Enghehy coursey required far graduation-howeyes, thesecourses may be induded-n the fane-and-one-hatf-{414)
general electives roquired for graduation Beginningscheal year 2014-2015, Compensatory-Faghsh may-ehly-be
taken d-a-credit-beanng-Enghoh-aaursars token 4o thesome-schenl year-MYPR-kaglish Land pA¥E Enghsh -are
accepted i liey of the Englsh-land-Eaglish- U requirements fesstudents enralled i the 18 grogram

‘Compensatony Mathematics and-any-develapmental mathematics£oursa-may #ot be mauded-in-the-four{4)
Aathematics coursey required lorgraduation-however, theso cowsermay bednduded in the fouraad-anshalé{ai)
peneral electives required {os graduatian. Beginrng schaobyear 263142015, Compensalary Mathematcs-may-ealy
be-taken il a credit-beaning Math coucse s5-taken in thespme sehsabyear— Bepmning sthoolyear 20042005 far-all
enterng-eipnth-graders, atlesst one (1 of thadaus A} reguired mathematcs-courses must be bigherthan-Agehead
ertategratad-Math-l - The allowable-mathomatiescovrsesthat £an-bie token whick are higher thoa-Algebrat ase-
Gesmelry-lategrated Math 1, Algebro-lhrtegrated Math-B -CES5-Advarced -Math Rluy, Aleebra -l SRES-Math
Ready - Caleulus, AR Calculus AR AR Calenlus-BE aad AR Statstics - Advanced Algebra, [rigonomutey, fre-Calcwlys,
Baserete-pdothemalics-and Stalishics meetdhisrequiesment i takea-prorto-the 2015-2016 whoul yead Onefliol
the foui-{4) required matbematics umls oy ben-deehitectur & DroftingH-thestudent camplates (ho lwe-couess
segueace-fac-Acchitecture & Dralting | & - Elfectivewith thieiphth-graders ol 2004- 2065, Pre-glgebro, Transition
to-Algebra, and-Algebra |- may-be 1aken (n the cighth gradefor-Carnegiewnit credit Hre-algebra and lransitiends
Mlgehea are po-longes-avalabla-aller the 2013-2018 scRoo! year—Larnepie sats may-be earned by seventhand
eiphth-gradors-offectvewtitschool year 2814-2015 far the follewinpcourses£ESS-Comported Math Grode 26655
Math-Grade-8,-£C55 Compacted Math Grade-§-{with tntegratad-Math 1), -and- €655 Math-Grade 8 (with Algebra
WHFeaditienall- MYR Geambly~MYR-Algebra 1, 18-DR-Mathematies+-18-DR Mothematies 1 -18-D8- Mathematical
Shudies | B-DR Mathesateal Studies 1 are allowable mathemnticscaurses-higher Han Algebra Hac 18 studenty.

Oae-{i) unit moy-Bein Lopcepts el-Agniscience or lnlreduchonte-Agriscienceand-a-second-unitmay be esarned-by
completiagtvwo (2)-of thefohowing-theae(3coursas. Science of Agricultural-Rlgnts, Saerceel-Agrcultural Animals,
o sseace-of-pricoltunl Eavirosmont —Two (2} units may be in the-fallowang coursss i thestudent completes the
FRRUHeH cose sequenca epding  with— Healthiare & -Cliaical Saaaces i, Aguacuiiuee - forestry I,
Robelicsfengraneringli-Rolymer SeiencetbarCareas in Bolymer Stience -Horticulturedl or Horicul e Landscape
and-Turt grase- Engreedagi-er-aAppled-Eagineering Concepts, Heslth-Sciensesth-er Workplace-and-Employment
Skills«n-Health Seiences. The sllowable lab-based physical stience courses arePhysied Seeace Lhemstly, AP
Chemistey-Rhysics AR Bhysics B AP Bhyoics ¢ — Electiicdy and Magnebsm: AP Bhysies £ —heshanies, Polymer
Science b and febote/Eagneering I 18- DA Rhysics L 18-DP Bhiysics ), MYR-Chemistay and -G Chemistey may
be-nceepled-asalawable-fab-based physteat seioneecourseslor studenls enralled-dn-the-B-progrom. M¥P-Biolopy
and 1B-DP Bialagy | -may-bir accapled-in licu of the-Biology | requiiament forstudents encoliad 1n-aniB-program.
Etfactve with schoolyeas 2043 up-te two{2)-of thethree{3) requied stiense units{exel nding-Biotogy Hmay-be
earned by completing-Agueultse and-MNaotural Resaurep &4l -One-{1) credit llowad-shall be-awarded for-Bwlaay
Hand one hill {4 ereditshallbe awarded {or Batany, Aadonehall {4) cradit sholl beawarded-fas Fald Experiences
in-Science EHochive with ephih graders 8f seheolyear 4043-14 Aalroduction to-Agrsaance may betokendn the
eiphth grade lor Carnegle unit-ceedit

‘Based-on-the 2011 Mississippi Secinl StudiesFramewarliy-NR - Wadd History can be seceplodandion of theraguired
Workld History lrom - the Age ol Enlightenment to-Prasent€avise-A-f-United Statey History can-be aceepled-n-dies

abtherequired LS History Srem Past-recon rteeton to-Aresent eourst-A-R-Government and Palitics: - Haited States
ean-beacceptedin liew of the reguired-Uned States Goveramestcowso 4 B-DRHISIoy 8l the Amercastiaccepied
indieu-ofthe-required V.S Hislory-courns forstudents enralledin the 1B-program-—B-DP Hislory ofthadmedicasth s
acceptad-indieu-of-the-required Mississippi-Studies, -Beonomics - andforbS-Goverament- courses-forstudents
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APPENDIX A-1

earolledipihatB-progiam MR LIS Goverpmanticacsapted s bew of thorequired Governmeat course lor studenty
aarellodanthe 8 progerm-

“fhe credit carned {or o STte/iecal Govermnmsat-caurse n-aay-ather state by an-aut- ol state-transfes student-who
enters alter the sophomore yeaecanstand-indlew-oEMississippl Studies ar Missizapp Stote-and-local-Government.
H thatranster student ook a Stata/Local Government coursain-)gradeloval thatdid-not award Caoraegiawmt eredit;
then any other one-hall (4) vt socksl studies-course may-Beaceepiod-An gut-olstate studeat who tanstersalter
the junior year may substitute any other one-hall [4)unibsecat-studier cancse—EHective with-eighth grades-of
schood year 2013-14, Mississippl Studies and Geogrophy-may-betakea intheeighth grade for Carepie vniteradit

*eradit-earned - Heallhcare & Clisical Services I/Health Sclence bmay-be-acseptod-in-heu-olComemporaty-Health
to-meat the graduation requienient for one-half {ig) Carnege uniin-Healts.

Buceassiul-completion af JROTE1-and JROTE Il -may be-accepied n-hou sf-Contempansnys Haalth-to-meat-the
graduation-requirement-lac one-half-{r) Carnegie unil dn-Heolih-beginning 18 the 20103041 sehaal year aad
therealter when-nacuctanacludes oll health componentsinthe JROTE curredlum.

fevidesica-of prahcleney-in-Keyhoarding-and Computer Applications is sccepted inliow ol thacequirad-cansesif the
student-earacone () unit-wi-any-of-the courses hsted in the Businass and Teehnology Fromowark{acadenieaad
vatHional}iformation L&-Computar Technology (CTH I may be acceptedin hev-of ComputerDiscavery-A-Larnge
vhi-eaedforScence Techrology Enginearing & Mathenmalics (STEM ) the 8% or 8" grade meaisthisgraduatien
regutrement- Technslogy Fedndations replaces-Computer-Discovery, Keyboarding and -CompuierApphaationsand
meotathis graduatian-requirement when takenin grades-8-12 -MYP Computer Bistovery-maybeaceeptedialionof
Campuater Dienvary-{ar stadents enrallodnan 18 prapran

‘Gaginmng-schaelpeat 20152016 and-therealior Bigia-Vedia-may be acceptedin lieo ol the artrequirement.

YElactive- uails-in-physisal-egdusation indude-padicipation-la-intesscholastic-athletie-activitias, band, pedermance
choral duncesand 40T that me st thespstruc pnokrequirearsatsspecfivdinthe £iness tnough Fhyscol Educobon

Lramawach dad that aee saacioned by the Misasoppi-High SehoolActivnties Asssaation

Heampreheasive-Mealth-arFamily-and dadwidual Mealth-meet thisrequrementil-aken pror-to - the 2014-2015
sehaalyear:

Heomputer-Discovary-meeisthis coquirerent H-taken priosto-the 2012201 3 schoal-year-
'Carnegie units earned for Compensatory English courses;cannot be included as any of the four {4) English Carnegie
units required for graduation, however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the general
elective graduation requirements._Beginning school year 2014-2015, Compensatory English may be taken_only if a
credit-bearing English course is gakgg n mg g,m_yg_al, Agceleratedjjish 9 can be Qgggg;gg in lieu of
English |. lers g 3R pposition can be accepted In lieu of English 1.
Eeginning school year 2010 20;1 fgr all gntermg nint n_gradgrs, English is a required prerequisite course for Enghsh
II._English | may not be taken after a student completes English 1.

‘Carnegie units earned for Compensatory Mathematics courses;-.cannot be Included as any of the four (4} Math

Carnegie units required for graduation; however, these-esursns-Carnegle units earned for these courses may be
lncludgg in the general elective graduation requirements. Compensatory Mathematics may be taken onhl if a credit-

Mg,th_emag ics, .ggg,F,oundatiqg;, u_f_A gebrg cannot be tgg_e_n after a student has recelved a Carnggle unit in the CCR
Algebra | course. At least two (2) of the four {4) required mathematics Carnegie units must be earned in courses
higher than the CCR Algebra | course. The Ready for High School Mathematics course shall only be available for 8
grade or 9" grade students. Foundations of Algebra shall only be available for 9" grade students MYP Geometry,
MYP Algebra Il, 18-DP Mathematics |, 1B OP Mathematics I, 1B-DP Mathematical Studies |, and |8 DP_Mathematical
Studies Il are allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra | for 1B students. One (1) of the four (4] required
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APPENDIX A-1

Carnegie umits for mathematics may be in Architecture & Drafting if the student completes the two-course sequence
for Architecture & Drafting 1 & 11,

'For science Carnegie units, the following Career and Technical (CTE) courses may be used to fulfill science
reguirements for graduation. one (1) unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience or Introduction to Agriscience, and a
second unit may be earned by completing two (2) of the following three (3] courses: Science of Agriculture Plants,
Sclence of Agriculture Animals, and Science of Agricultural Environment. Two (2) units may be in the following
courses if the student completes the reguired course sequence ending with Healthcare & Clinical Services |l
Anuaculture II, Forestry |I, Robotics/Engineering I, Polymer Science 11 or Careers in Polymer Science, Horticulture |l
or_Horticulture Landscape and Turl grass, Engineering |l or Applied Engineering Concepts, Health Sciences Il or

and _ §_p_q;§s_Megigiqe_ Theaory and Agpplication u._,rElfgctlyg_wﬁh_'schoolvygr 2013-14, up to two (2) of the four {4)
required science units (excluding Biology 1] may be earned by completing Apriculture and Natural Resources | & 1.
Effective with eighth graders of school year 2013 14, Intraduction to Agriscience may be taken in the eighth grade

'Based on the 2011 Mississippi Seciol Studies Framework, A.P. World History can be accepted in lleu of the required
World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A P United States History can be accepted n lieu
of the required U.S. History from Post reconstruction to Present course. A P Government and Politics: United State:
can be accepted in lieu of the required United States Government course. A.P. Macroeconomics or AP,
Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the required Economics course, A.P. Human Geggraphy can be accepted in
lieu of the reguired Geography course. MYP World Geography is accepted in lieu of the required Geography course
for students enrolled in the 1B program. 1B DP History of the Americas | Is accepted in lieu of the requirad U.S. History
course for students enrolled in the B program. 18-DP History of the Americas Il is accepted in lieu of the required
Mississippt Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students encolled in the IB program. MYP U.S
Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for students enrolled in the (B program,

“Carnegie units earned for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals Il may be accepted in lieu of one-haif
{}3) unit in Economics.

“The Carnegie units earned for a State/Local Government caurse in any other state by an out-of state transfer
student who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Missizsinpi Studies or Mississigpi State and Local
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Governmen) course in a grade level that did not award
Carnegie unit credit, then any other one-half (%) unit social studies cpurse may be accepted. An out-of-state student
who transfers alter the junior year may substitute any other one hall {¥4) unit social studies course.

Carnegie units_earned in Healthcare & Clinical Services |, Health Sciences |, or Theoty and Application of Health

Sciences | may be accepted in lieu of Contemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for one hall (')
Carnegte unit in Health.

“Successful completion of JROTC | and JROTC Il may be accepted [n heu of Contemporary Health to meet the
graduation requirement for one-half (%) Carnegie unit in Health beginning in the 2010-2011 school year and
thereafter.

“Comprehensive Health or Family and Individual Health meet the health requirement if taken prior to the 2014-2015
school year. The graduation requirement for one-half (%) unit in physical education may include participation in

interscholastic athletic activities, band, show choir, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements
specified in the Fitness through Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School

Activities Association.

“The following courses meet the Carnegie unit requirement for Technology and Computer Science:
ICT Il (information_& Communication_Technology I}, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics),
Keystone, Technology Foundations, Information & Communication Technology, Project Lead the Way Computer
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ie ce Essentials, Project L ad he Wa lntr duction to Com u r Scienc dp t ead he Wa lntroductm

QMQEWWWQthMwm gnd Qemgg @gﬁ
X - fnformatien & Cammunication Technelegy - —STEM-{Stience, Tuchnelegy Wﬁb

keystans; Jechpology Foundahians, Iafarmation &-Cammymicatien tgchnelggy,—wqecz»w&mf-_w_a_y_gew
Sropeet-beadthe-Way latraguction-te-Compuier-Saence and Freject Lood-tha- Way-iBlreduchon

ta_iﬂﬁneemg DA-ORY BENEC COMPULEFSHEASEEBURES
!'Digital Media may be accepted in liew of the art requirement for students.

20nly ong {1) elective unit in physical education including participation in interscholastic athletic activities, band,
performance choral, show choir, dance or JROTC that meet the Instructional requirements specified in the Fitness

through Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association
may be applied each year to the minimum 24 required state units. If a local district has graduation requirements

above the state requirements, they may award additional ceedits as outlined in the local Board policy.
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APPENDIX A-2

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
{Ending with Incoming ninth graders of 2017-2018}
SENIORS OF-SCHOOLYEAR-2011-2012-{and thereafter)

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the required
Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course must include the

core objectives identified in the Mississippi-Carriculum-Fromewerks — Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness

Standards. Course titles and identification numbers must appear in the current edition of the Approved Courses for
Secondary Schools of Mississippi. (See 7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch, 28, R. 28.2, R. 28.3.) Students enrolled n
grades 7-12 may be awarded a Carnegie unit credit provided the course content is a Carnegie unit bearing course in

UISES

courses &nd—c-e#e!-pem]ﬁ'ﬂ(f-Gmr;;;rsmd in-this book must have prior approval granted by the principal. Ne-mere
eorrespondense-course:

Any student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified below and has mel the
requirements for achiaved a-passing-seare-on-each of the required high school exit-examinations assessments Is
eligible to receive a high schaol diploma. The local school district may establish additional local requirements
approved by the lacal school board as authorized under Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16-7.

(seniors of schao! year-201 1-2632and-latert-will be required to have a minimum of 24 Carnegie units as specified
below, unless their parent/guardian requests to opt the student out of Appendix A-2 requirements in accordance
with local school board policy. Ampstudeatwhatstases-autofthaserequirements of Appendin A-2wilkherequired
1o complete the graduation requirements asspesified in-AppendinA-1-{Bistrict Option)All students must meet one
requirements approved by the local school board as authorized under Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16-7. NOTE: This option
will no longer be available for entering ninth graders after the 2017-2018 school year. New graduation requirements
will ga into effect for entering ninth graders for 2018-2019.

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE UNITS REQUIRED SUBJECTS
ENGLISH 4! English [
English Il
MATHEMATICS 42 Algebra | er-lntegratad-Math4
SCIENCE Py Blology |
SOCIAL STUDIES 4 1 Waorld History*
1 U.5. History®
% Geography*
% U.S. Government
% Economics®
% Misslssippi Studies*
HEALTH and PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1788 % Contemporary Health and
% Physical Education®®!!
BUSINESS-and-TECHNOLOGY or 10 Llafermation-and-CommunicatisnTechaelogy
Computer Science UCT) - H-or 1-Science,Technology-fngineering-&
Mathematics{STEM)-or-1-Tachnology
Foundations-or-¥-Keyboardingand s Computer
Applications't
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THE ARTS b Anyp-approvad-500.000-caurse
ELECTIVES 5
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 24
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APPENDIX A-2 (Continued)

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
(Ending with incoming ninth graders of 2017-2018)
SENIQRS- OF SCHOOLYEAR-2011-2012
(Entering-ninth-graders-in1008-2009-and-thereakter)

!Carnegie units earned for Compensatory English coursesFCompensatory-Readipgrind Componsatory-WiRing-may
cannot be included Ia-as any of the four (4) English courses Carnegie units required for graduation; however, these
esueses-Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the five-{5}-general electiveselective graduation
requirementsd-fer-gracuwaticn. Beglnning school year 2014-2015, Compensatary English may e#ly-be taken only if a
credit-bearing English course Is taken in the same school year. Accelerated English 9 can be accepted in lieu of
English |. Accelerated English 10 and-AR-Enphish Language Composition can be accepted in lieu of English 11
Beginning school year 2010-2011 for all entering ninth graders, English 1 is a required prerequisite course for English
Il. English  may not be taken after a student completes English It.

¥carnegie units earned for Compensatory Mathematics courses-cannot be included as any of the four (4) Math
Carnegie units required for graduation; however, thesecourses-Carnepie units earned for these courses may be

and 3ny-dovalopmantal Methematcs Couvrrs may- Ak beancluded in the lour (4} MalRemMatcs-cBLMes teqused for
gradustion; however, these courses may bedncluded 1n 1he five (b} geaeral electives required-{ar produation-
Beginntag-schoolyear 2342015 Compensatory Mathematics may enly-be taken only if a credit-bearing Math
course s taken in the same school year. CCR Mathematics Grade 8, Ready for High School Mathematics, and
Foundations of Algebra -cannot be taken after a student has received a Carnegie unit in_ the CCR Algebra | course. er
Integrated-Mathk+: Beginniag-schoolyear 2007-2008 for-all-entenngeighth-graders, aAt least two (2) of the four {4)
required mathematics Carnegie unitseoursas- must be earned in a course higher than the CCR Algebra | course. er
inlegratad Math ) eflectivewith-ninth-graders of 20401011 Survey-of-Mathematical Tepics may rot bedacluded
n the twe (&) math-coueses-bigherthan Algebeat the aftowable mathematics-caurses thal can be taken which-ase
higher thdn Algebra | or Integrated-Math-Fare-Geametiy - lntepreted Math-H-Alzebra-ll-Integraled Math 111, £S5
Advanced-Math Plus, Algebra I, SREE-Math Ready-Caleuls, AR Caleulus A8 AR-Calewlus BE; andd AP Stalistics,
Advared Algebrs, |ngonomietry, feo-Calening-Riscrate Mathamatiesdad-Statisbes meetthis requiement ilakes
ior 10 the 2015-2016-school year The Ready for High School Mathematics course shall only be available for 8%
arade or 9" prade students.  Foundations of Algebra shall anly be available for 8" grade students. MYP Geometry,
MYP Algebra Il, IB-DP Mathematics |, IB-DP Mathematics II, 18-DP Mathematical Studies |, and [8-DP Mathematical
Studies Il are allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra | for IB students. One (1) of the four (4) required
Carnggie units for mathematics units may be In Architecture & Drafting if the student completes the two-course
sequence for Architecture & Drafting | & Il. One {1)-ofthefour{d)roquired mathematics-units-may-be-inSurvey of
Mathematcat-Topics, -howeser, thiy course does not-meeat the-mathematics requwrementors admission o
wstitubons obhigheclearnmng  Efectivewlth the eighth-gradie f 2004-2005; Pre-dgebra; Franstion-1o Algebia,
anrd-Algebra-l-may-be-taken-in-the-aiphth grade for Cornegin unil-ceadit- Pre-Algehea, Tranntioato-Algebmand
Sueey-af-Mathematieal Topics are no longer availuble aftorthe 2013-2014-schaolyear Carpegiewais-may-be
eamed-by seventh-and--aiphth - graders elfective with sehook year2034-2015 for- the follewing courses-ELSS
Compasted-Math-Grade7-CCSS Math Grade 8, CCSs Compacted-Math-Grade 8-{(with Integrated-Math-4and CESS
Math-Grade 8lwith-Algeb-a W Teadibonat} -EHactive with the eighth grader-ol 28082009 Geometry may betaken
in-the-eighth-godefor-Lamegieuniteredit Ellectiva with 7' graders of 201243, -Hea-Algabia, Mlgebea-l-Biolopy &
ICT H4ndarmatien-b-CommunicationTechnology ) and lst-year Fareign Language may betakesin the 2" grade-for
Caraepe di-esitprovided-the course-contentis the same gy the high schoolesuse. Flegtne with 8" gradecs-o}
AJE2-201 2 STRM {Seience, Technelogy £aginecang-L- Mathematics) and second-yoar Farsiga karaguage may be
takenda-the 8™ pradefor Carnepie-unit-credit provided-the-course content-is-the same-asthe-bighschool course
Effectivawith-8'" graders-of 2013- 2014 atraducHo A1 0-AGnNSEencs inay be taken focLormoginumt srodit pravided
the coursp-contentiv thesameas the highschool conrse:
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¥or saence Carnegle units, the following Career and Technical (CTE) courses may be used to fulfill science
requirements for graduation. ©one (1) unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience or Introduction to Agriscience, and a
second unit may be earned by completing two (2) of the following three (3) courses: Science of Agriculture Plants,
Science of Agriculture Animals, and Science of Agricultural Environment. Two (2) units may be in the following
courses if the student completes the required course sequence ending with Healthcare & Clinical Services II,
Aquaculture Il Forestry il, Robatics/Engineering II, Palymer Science Il or Careers in Polymer Science, Horticulture it
or Horticulture Landscape and Turf grass, Engineering Il or Applied Engineering Concepts, Health Sciences Il or
Workplace and Employment Skills in Health Science,_Sports Medicine or Sports Medicine Theory and Application |
and__Sports Medicine Theory and Application Il s—Effective with schoal year 2013 2014, up to two (2] of the four
{4) required science units [excluding Biology ) may be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources | &
1. Effective with eighth graders of school year 2013 2014, Introduction to Agriscience may be taken in the eighth
grade for Carnegie unit credit, Beginningsehaalyear-2008-2009 farall entering eighth graders, one{(dlunit-must be
a-lab-based physical stieace. The ollewable lab-baved physical science coursesare Rhysicdl Stience, Chemiskey Ak
Chemusiry: Bhysics, &0 Physics B,-AP Physics € —-Ffectrcihy and Magrebism, AR -Physics € — pechanss,Polymer
setence-l; and Robaticu/baginecring-H —1B-BR-Rhysies | A8-DR Rhyics - bAYE-Chamistiy, and 1B-BR-ChpmIstiy may
be-accapled ay sllowasble lab-based physicolsapnce covrsng-for studeate-enralled ia the 1B gregram. MYR-Biology
and-1B-BR-Bialopy-l-Aidy ke accepted (R vy el the-Biology | repvicamentfarstudents enialluy i an 1B -progrpms
EHective with schualyear 201314, up te-tlwe {1} ol the four {4) required seience-units (eacluding Bielogy-1}may-be
carned by completing Apticalture and - Naoturdl Re<ourees L& 4 Ore-fiferedit allowad shall be swarded for-8inlogy
Ih-ene-hialt {4) credit shall be awarded for-Betanyand-eae-half Lot oreditsnall beawdrded tor Fleld Expeaprressin
Science—bHective-with eighth-graders of school year 2013 10, Intesductios to Agencierce may e takea i the elghth

peadetar-Caraefie-unit credit-

‘Based an the 2011 Mississippi Social Studies Framework, A.P. World History can be accepted in lieu of the required |

Waorld History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be accepted in lieu
of the required U.S. History from Post-recanstruction ta Present course. A.P Government and Politics: United States
can be accepted in lieu of the required United States Government course. A.P. Macroeconomics or A.P,
Microeconomics can be taken in lleu of the required Economics course. A.P. Human Geagraphy can be accepted in
lieu of the required Geography course. MYP World Geography Is accepted in lieu of the required Geography course
for students enrolled in the IB program. 1B-DP History of the Americas | Is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History
course for students enrolled in the {8 program. 1B-DP History of the Americas I is accepted in lieu of the required
Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students enrolled in the IB program. MYP U.S,
Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for students enrolled in the B pragram. Eflective
with-eighth gradars of school yeas2042 1 Mississpp Studies, ond Geagraphy may be tshea inthe-eighth grade lor
Hiepegeunt-rredii-

SCarnegie Ereditunit earned for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals Il may be accepted in lieu of one-
half () unit in Economics.

SThe Carnepie ecedit-unit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer
student who enters after the sophomore year can stand In lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course In a grade level that did not award
Carnegie unit credit, then any other one-half (%) unit soclal studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student
who transfers after the Junior year may substitute any other one-half (%) unit social studies course.

"Carnegie unit Credit earned in Healthcare & Clinical Services I, Health Sciences |, or Theory and Application of Health
Sciences | may be accepted in lieu of Cantemparary Health to meet the graduation requirement for one-half (%)

Carnegie unit in Health.

!successful completian of JROTC | and JROTC Il may be accepted in llew of Contemporary Health to meet the
graduatlon requirement for one-half (%) Carneglie unit in Health beginning in the 2010-2011 school year and

thereafter.
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*Comprehensive Health or Family and Individual Health meet the health requirement if taken prior to the 2014-2015
school year. The graduation requirement for one-half (%) unit in physical education may include particlpation in
interscholastic athletic actlvities, band, show choir, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements
specifled in the Fitness through Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School

Activities Association.

°The following courses meel the Carnegie unit requirement for Technology and Computer Science.

ICT Il (Information & 4C‘<.>mmumgatign Technology 1), STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics),

Keystone, Technalopy Foundations, Information & Communication Technology, Project Lead the Way Computer

Science Essentials, Project Lead the Way Introduction to Computer Science and Project Lead the Way Introduction
to Engineering, and-any-ethercompuierscience-courses-Exploring Computer Sciance, and AP Computer Science,
eoursesmeetthe -Carnedie-untrequiremient (ar-lochnslsay-and-Computerteiance Evidencs ol praficencyin
technology-is seceptedin-lew-of-therequired-caursesif thestudentearns-ane {1} vaitin-a-technology-rich-academic
or-carear-tochnicil-coursa-related-ta-thairgragram ob ludyp—Effoctivaavith seheelyear201220 3 -a- Carnagie umt
eradisdor A infarmutivnde-Communiation Techaolagyl-may-baawardad to M gradestudents—EHectiveawith
sehoelyear-2012-2013 -5 Carnegicuniteredit for-STEM-(Seience—Technology, Engineening—&-Mathemaltics)-may-be
awarded-1a-8"™ grade stedents. ACT H-may-be-accepted in lisy of Computer Dicovers -A-Comapiaunit-edrged fus
STEM-IR- thi-8'-0r-0"-grade-meets-this-graduation-requirement—Technolopy-Feundations-replaces-Computer
Biscovery -Keyboarding-and-Computer-tpplieations, and mecis-thi-grduabionrequirement-whap-d akenin grades
Btk MAYR Computer -Discavory -Ray-Be-aceeptad in-seu- of Lomputar Biscovery-dorstudonts cnqallod wm an (8
program=—Eomputer-bDiscovery-meeis-this-reguirament-t-taken-grasteo-the 20112013 schoel-year:

IS4 fnlarmation & Communicativn-Technolagy - STEM {Science, TechnoloRy, Engineenng, & -Mathematics),
kayatane, Technology Foungatians-tnfarmalion-& Compypicalisn Teckaolopy; Prgiecttead the Wey-Campuier
SeienceBosenbali SeojuctLead-the Way-itreduciion-le Comeutar Kience-andfroact-taad-the Woy-latesduction

to-Engincanag-and any athar CBMMIAESHEAER-E8U SRS

Hgoginaingsehealyear 23152016, and therealtes-Digital Media may be accepted in lieu of the art requirement for
students.

20nly one (1) elective unit in physical education including participation in interscholastic athletic activities, band,
performance choral, show choir, dance or JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness
through Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association
may be applied each year to the minimum 24 required state units. If a local district has graduation requirements
above the state requirements, they may award additional credits as outlined in the local Board policy.
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APPENDIX A-3
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
CAREER PATHWAY OPTION
{ending with incoming ninth graders in 2016-2017|
SENIORS-OF-SCHOOLYEAR-2011-2012and-thereafter)
(Entering-eleventhgradersin-2010-2011-and-thereafter)

In 2010, Mississippi state policymakers passed legislation to create multiple pathways to a standard diploma. The
2010 legislative actions created a career pathway to a standard diploma, with the goal of improving Mississippi
graduation rates and providing students with career and technical training that prepares students for postsecondary
credential or certification programs and employable workplace skills. This legislative change created Section § 37-
16-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, to provide for high school career option programs and career track

curricula for students not wishing to pursue a baccalaureate degree.

Enroflment in online snd- cerrepandencacourses-listed in this book must have prior approval granted by the
principal, Ho-more-thap aae (1) elthamimmum-segead-pumber-obunits may b easmed through-campleion of an

Appraved arspIndonce Course.
CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE UNITS REQUIRED SUBJECTS
[ENGLISH =~ 4 ) | English T
] English It
MATHEMATICS 32 Algebra | ar-integrated-Math4
{

SCIENCE '"_""“37' = Biology |

SOCIAL STUDIES 3 | 1us. History
% U.S. Government
% Mississippl Studies

HEALTH or PHYSICAL A % Contemporary Health or % Physical

EDUCATION I — Education’®

CAREER and TECHNICAL a7 {Selected from Student’s Program of Study)

BUSINESS-and-TECHNOLOGY | 1° TFeshaslogy-Foundations-tnformationand

or COMPUTER SCIENCE GCemmunicatian-Technslogy-HGT-H, Sclense,
Teshnology-Snginearingand -Mathematics
{(STEMY-or-Gomputer-Applicaticns-and
Keyboarding

ELECTIVES 2%? Courses selected from the student’s approved
program of study

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 21

¥

NOTE: Mississippi’s Institutions of Higher Learning requirements differ from minimum graduation requirements for

this diploma pathway.
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APPENDIX A-3 (Continued)
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
CAREER PATHWAY OPTION

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 {and-theraafter)
(Entering eleventh graders 2010-2011-and-thereafter ending with incoming ninth graders in 2016-2017)

Carnegre units earned for "Compensatory English courses, Eampensatory Reading, and Compeasatary Weling-shall
cannot be Included in-as any of the four (4) English esurses-Carnegie units required for graduation:—; however
Carnege units earned for these courses may be included in the general elective graduation reguirements. Beginning
school year 2014.2015, Compensatory English may only be taken If a credit-bearing English course is taken in the
same school year. Acceleratep Enplish 9 can be accepted in lieu of English I. Accelerated English _@i“éﬂlﬁﬂ.ﬁ!ﬁh

graﬁe;_g, _Egglish I Is a reuulred preregms“s;g,gggajg for g__qg_s 111, English | cannot t;e taken after a student comgletgg
english Il The two (2) additional English credits must be from the student’s program of study which includes

Technical Writing, Creative Writing, English Ill, English IV, or any college-level dual credit courses.

2Carneyie units earned for Compensatory Mathematics courses may-cannot be included in the three (3) mathematics
courses Carnegie units required for graduation:; however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included
in the pgeneral elective graduation requirements. Beginnipg schoelyear2014-2015,-Compensatory Mathematics
may ealy-be taken_only if a credit-bearing Math course Is taken in the same school year. CCRMathematics 8, Ready
for Hiph School Mathematics, and Foundations of Algebra cannot be taken after a student has received a Carnegie
unit in the CCR Algebra | course-erintegrated-fdathl, For students pursuing the Career Pathway Graduation Option,
at least one (1) of the required mathematics Carnggle unitseeursss must be earned In a course higher than abeve
Algebra | or lntegrated Math 1 and selected from the student’s program of study. Foundations of Algebra shall only
be available for ninth grade students. The-gllewable-mathematics courses that-con-betaken which are bigher-than
Algebra-l-or-lnlegrated Math |are: Geomnlay-Iniegrated-Math-#-Algebra-H.nlegrated-Math-Ill, CCSS-Advanced
Math- s -Algebra-lIL-SREB-Math Ready, Colculuy, AR-GCalculus-AB-AR Caleulus BCapd AR Statistics, -er any college-
level dunl-eredit-courses Survey of Mathematicol Teples, Advanced Alebra, Trgenometry, PreLaleulys, Biscrete
Mathemates, 3ad-Statistics meet thy (eguirement A aken pror b the 2015-20 1 sehoal year —Ellactive with the
aghth grdecsof 2004-2805, Pre-Algebra, fransitionlo-Algebryaad Algebra l-msy betokendn tae eiphth grode-ler
Cacpegleunit ecodit. Effectivewith the gighth graders ol 2008- 2009 Hrametry oy be tskeninthecighthigrade (o
CaAngiegit-erodit —-Rie-Algebra-and Transition Lo Algebra ace-nelenger avalabli dfter e 210422044 scheol yeor
CarReple units- may-ieearned by seventh and eighth gradesaffective withschoal year 2014 2045 fer-the tellowing
caeses L85 Compaciod Math-brade 7,058 Math Grade 8, CUSS Lompasted Math Grade-SiwHh-iniegrated Math

He and L6855 Math Hada Stwith-Algebaa-Traditional)

¥For students pursuing the Career Pathway Graduation Option, at least one (1) of the required science Carnepie units
eourses-must be abeve earned In a course higher than Biology | and selected from the student's program of study:
H-astudent’s-program-of study-allows:- For science Carnegie units, the following Career and Technical (CTE) courses
may be used to Tulfill science reguirements for graduation: one (1) unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience (AEST).or
Introduction to Agriscience, and a_—A second science unit may be earned by completing a two-course sequence
selected from the following options: Sclence of Agricultural Animals, Science of Agricultural Plants, or Science of
Agricultural Environment. Two (2) units may be in the following courses if the student completes the two-course

sequence: Healthcare & Clinical Services | & I, Health Science | & It; Sports Medicine or Sports Medicine Theory and
Application | and Sports Medigine Theory and Application I, Aquaculture ) & II; Forestry | & ); Horticulture | & 1I;

Polymer Science | & II; and Engineering | & Il. Effective with school year 2013-14, up to two (2) of the three (3)
required science units (excluding Biology |) may be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources | & II.
One(1}uedi-alowedshalt he-awarded for-diology-Hand eachall-{i2) eredit shdlb-be awirded-for Botany-and one-
halt-pe) ecadit shall beawardod-for-Fisld Bxperences-in-Scionce - Effective with eighth graders of school year 2013-
14, Intraduction to Agriscience may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit.
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“AP U.S. History is accepted in {jeu of the required U.S. History Post-reconstruction to Present. The third social
studies credit should be selected based on the student’s program of study.

*The Carnegie ec=dit-unit earned for a State/Lacal Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer
student who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award
Carnegle unit credit, then any other one-half {) unit sacial studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student
who transfers after the Junior year may substitute any other one-half {}) unit social studies course. Credit earned
for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals il may be accepted in lieu of one-half (%) unit in Economics.
Eftective wita eighih graders of school yaar- 20 13- 14, - Misarssippi Stsdies-aeagaphy-aad htraduchan te Agsiscience
1y be tsken in the eighth grade lor Cornegie-unit-credite

Carnegie Creditunit earned in Healthcare & Clinical Services I/Health Science | may be accepted in lieu of
Contemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for one-half (%) Carnegie unit in Health. Interscholastic
athletic activities, band, show chair and ROTC, if they meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness

through Physical Education Framework, may also be accepted.

Career and Technical Education {CTE) courses must be based on the student’s program of study and should include
dual credit/dual enrollment options as found in Section 37-15-38 of the Mississipp/ Code of 1972.

8gvidence of proficiency in technology is accepted in lieu of the required courses if the student earns ane (1) unit in
a technology-rich academic or career technical course related to their program of study. The following courses mest
the Carnegie unit_requirement for Technology and Computer Science: ICT )l (Information & Communication
Technology W), STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics), Keystone, Technology Foundations,
Information & Communication Technology, Project Lead the Way Computer Science Essentials, Project Lead the Way
Introduction to Computer Science and Project Lead the Way Introduction to Engineering, and-any-sther-cemputer
scienee-ceursas-Exploring Computer Science, and AP Computer Science.

EQUESeS—MIneL -the-CorRegiv-uait-reauirement-for Technalogy aad Lomputer-Scwace HET 4 aformation-&
Communication Technclogy-i,-STEM-{Sarace Technology -Endineenng ¥ Mathematics), Keyslone, lochnology
Egundations tafermation & CommunicotionTechralopy, frafecttead-the-Way Camputer Suenie Essentioly, Project
kiad-the Waydnteedyction-to ComputerSeiencaand-Project-Legd-the-Way datraduchion.to Enginuenng aad 3ay

GHROE CHMPIer SHARCR-CRUIGEY

9Electivas must be selected from courses related to the student’s program of study. Credits earned not approved
for that student’s program of study will not be counted toward graduation requirements.

YComprehensive Health or Family and Individual Health meet the health requirement if taken prior to the 2014-
2015 school year.
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APPENDIX A-4
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
MISSISSIPPI EARLY EXIT DIPLOMA
{ending with incoming ninth graders in 2017-2018)
SEMIQRS-OF-SCHOOLYEAR-2013-2014{and-thereafter)
(Entering ninth-graders in 1041201 2-and-thereafier)

Qualification for a Mississippi Early Exit Diploma signifies to students that they are ready to do college-level work
without remediation and opens up a variety of education and career pathways within and beyond high school.

In order to qualify for a Mississippi Early Exit Diploma, in addition to earning the Carnegie units listed below, students
must meet college and career qualification scores in all core content areas on a series of end-of-course exams and/or
the required benchmarks for college readiness on the ACT (18 in English Composition; 22 in Mathematics; 22 in

Reading; 23 in Science) or Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL) approved college entrance exam.

Enroliment in online and correspondence courses listed in this book must have prior approval granted by the
principal. Nororethanonefi)althe miaimm-required aumbor aforits-may beeamed-through completion of an

IPPFOVEE-CHRERLPDNTPALE-EONIS-

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE UNITS REQUIRED SUBIECTS

ENGLISH 2 English Il (equivalent Course})

MATHEMATICS 3 Algebra | (Equivalent Course)

SCIENCE 2 Biology 1 (Equivalent Course}

SOCIAL STUDIES 2% 1 World History
1 U.S. History {Equivalent Courses)
% Mississippl Studies

HEALTH and PHYSICAL 1 Any combination of Health and Physical

EDUCATION Education

BUSINESS-and-TECHNOLOGY or 1 Technology-Foundatiensi-lafermation-and

COMPUTER SCIENCE GommunicationTechaelogy-HCTHE-or-Ssience,
Technology-Engineedagand-Mathematies
(STEM}

THE ARTS 1 Any-approved-500.000-course

ELECTIVES 5 (Should focus on college admission or national
certification requirements)

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 17%
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Equivalency Chart for Innovative Programs

Authorized by the State Board of Education

Equivalency Curriculum Chart for MS Tested Areas

MS Cambridge Quality Core ACT
Curriculum Innovative High School
Algebralor Cambridge IGCSE Integrated Mathematics | ACT O.uality Core
Integrated Mathematics { Algebra |
Math | Or
Cambridge IGSE Extended
Sequence
Biologyl  CoordinatedSciencel  Integrated Sciencell  ACT Quality Core
Or Biotogy |
Cambridge IGCSE Biology
English il Cambridge IGCSE English (ntegrated Eﬁglish ACT Quality Core English
Language Language |l il
" USHistory  Cambridge IGCSE Integrated History I! ~ ACT Quality Core

American History

Equivalency Test Chart for MS Tested Areas

American History

MS Cambridge Innovative High School Quality Core ACT
Curriculum
Algebra | Cambridge Mathematics PLAN or ACT ACT Quality Core

End of Sequence Test

Algebra | EOC Test

Biology!  Coordinated Science lor PLAN or ACT ~ ACT Quality Core
Cambridge IGCSE Biology Biology | EOC Test
End of Course (EOC) Test
English I CambridEe JGCSE English PLAN or ACT ACT Quality Core English
Language EOC Test W EOC Test
US History Cambridge IGCSE PLAN or ACT ACT Quality Core
American History EOC Test American History EOC
Test
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Appendix A-5
ADDITIONAL OPTIONS IN LIEU OF SATP
7 MISS. ADMIN. CODE PT. 3, CH. 36, R. 36.4 (EFFECTIVE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR)

7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 36, R. 36.45, provides approved options for students to meet high school
end-of-course Subject Area Test requirements for graduation through approved alternate measures.

State-Board-Policy-3804- 7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 36, R. 36.5 applies to past, current, and future

graduates and allows a student to meet the graduation requirements ance he or she has failed to pass
any required end-of-course Subject Area Test one (1) time.

The following graduation options provide opportunities for students to obtain a certain score or

level on the ACT, ASVAB, ACT WorkKeys, MS-CPAS2, or other state-approved industry
certifications. Students also may obtain a grade of “C” or higher in a dual credit/dual enrollment

course, corresponding to the EQC assessment that was not passed.

Notes:
o ACT sub-scores resulting_from non-college reportable accommodations can be used for

graduation options, but the scores are non-college reportable.

o ACT sub-scores resulting from Residual ACT Testing cannot be used for graduation options.

e This option is available regardless of when the student took the SATP2, PARCC, or MAP _assessments.
e The college credit option is only applicable if the student is enrolled in high school and college at the

same time.

o The Graduation Options listed below are applicable to any Subject Area Testing Program assessment.

LAssessrp_eﬂ Options | Math Science English Social Studies
ACT 17 17 17 17
Dual Cor higherin C or higher in Cor higherin | Cor higherin HS
Credit/Enroliment MAT-credit- BlO-credit- ENG-eredit- credit-bearing
beasdingcaurse beering-course bearing-course | cowrse-American
College Algebra | College Biology English Comp | History
ASVAB ASVAB (PICAT prescreen scores are not allowable) score of 36 plus one
+ {1) of the following:
MS-CPAS2 1. CPAS score that meets the attainment level assigned by Federal
OR Perkins requirements OR
Industry Certification 2. Earn approved Industry Certification specified in the Career
7 Pathway’s Assessment Blueprint
ACT Work Keys WorkKeys Silver Level plus one (1) of the following:
+ 1. CPAS score that meets the attainment level assigned by Federal
MS-CPAS2 Perkins requirements OR
OR 2. Earn approved Industry Certification specified in the Career
Industry Certification Pathway's Assessment Blueprint.

47



APPENDIX A-5

Concordance Tables

7 MISS. ADMIN. CODE PT. 3, CH. 36, R. 36.2 (EFFECTIVE 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR)
Concordance tables provide opportunities for students who do not obtain a passing score on an
End of Course (EOC) assessment to utilize a different graduation option, using a combination of
the assessment scores with the final course grade. The tables provide the final course grade
required to use with the scale score obtained on the EOC assessment. Districts are to use the
concordance table specific to when the student took the assessment.

___MAP English I (Senior Only Retest & Spring 2016)

| Concordance Table ___ Sclescore
Grade 1049-1048 |
A PASS
8 PASS
- c 7 ’ _PAss
D PASS

The passing score for MAP English Il is 1050.

MAP Algebra | (Senior Only Retest, Fall 2016, Spring 2016)

| ConcordanceTable | ~~ ~  ScaleScore .
Grade 1049 | 1048|1047 = |1046
A PASS pASS | PASS
B PASS PASS

c | PASS

D B PASS
The passing score for MAP Algebra | is 1050.

MARP Fall 2016-English Il _
: e e
__Concordance Table ScaleScore }

Grade 1048 1046 1045 1043

The passing score for MAP English 1l is 1050.
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PARCC Fall 2014 & Spring 2015-English Il

| ConcordanceTable | ~~~~ ScaleScore m__]
Grade | 724722 | 721719 718-716 715 |
- A PASS |  PASS PASS
B _PASS | PASS
c PASS PASS
E D PASS

The passing score for PARCC English Il is 725.

PARCC Fall 2014 & Spring 2015-Algebral

721719 } 718716

__Scale Score

| _ConcordanceTable |
Grade 728722
A ~_PASS = |
1 B 5 PASS
r c _ PASS
D PASS

The passing score for PARCC Algebra | is 725.

SATP2 English Il
»_Concordanoe Table
Grade B 44641 |

. 7 cama
Scale Score

= 1T

SM-GM.A_ -(—G‘W:EV;;A;HP—_G_-BS-&7 _—[ 636-635 |

A PASS

B _ PASS
c PASS

D ___PASS
The passing score for SATP2 English Il is 645.

SATP2 Algebra |

Concordance Table

Scale Score

Grade

The passing score from SATP2 Algebra | is 647.
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SATP2 Biology |
| ConcordanceTable | ~~ ~~~ ScaleScore — _‘-q
Grade - 644-640 }F 639-637 636-635 634-632
A __ PAss |  PAss i PASS
i 8 4. PASS | PASS PASS
c PASS
D PASS

The passing score for SATP2 Biology ) is 645.

- .

Scale Score

{

| 261
. PASS

634633

Eas
PASS

636635
PASS
PASS

SATP2 U.S. History e
ConcordanceTable |
Grade 640-637 E_
A PASS i L
B PASS
C PASS
D PASS

The passing score for SATP2 U.S. History is 641.

PASS

7 MISS. ADMIN. CODE PT. 3, CH. 36, R. 36.3 (EFFECTIVE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR)

Composite (Combined) Score

Compasite (Combined) Score Calculations provide opportunities for students who do not obtain a
passing score on one or more EQC assessments. Students may utilize an additional graduation option by
taking the average of all EOC assessments and achieving a minimal combined score of 646. Scale scores
from the PARCC and MAP assessments will need to be transformed according to the guidance provided

in Sections 1, 3, and 4.

Section 1 (PARCC and SATP2 Assessments)

ll
formulas:

e To transform a PARCC Algebra | Score:

Calculate the Transformed Score for the PARCC assessments by using the following

Student’s PARCC Algebra | Scale Score — 78 points

e To transform a PARCC English Il Score:

Student’s PARCC English Il Scale Scare — 80 points

i,
across all four assessments.

Calculate the student’s composite (combined) scare by determining the average score
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Test Score Transformation Transformed Score
Algebra | (PARCC) 723 723-78= 645
English Il (PARCC) 724 724-80= 644
Biology | (SATP2) 652 652
U.S. History (SATP2) 644 644

Average Composite (Combined) Score = 645 + 644 + 652 + 644 = 2585 = 646.25 = 646
4 4

Sectlon 2 (Only SATP2 Assessments)

I. Calculate the student’s composite (combined) score by determining the average score
across all four assessments.

______ _Test | Score
Algebra | (SATP2) 1 650
English Il (SATP2) 647
Biology | {SATP2) 656

U.S. History (SATP2) 638

Average Composite (Combined) Score = 650 + 647 + 656 + 638 = 2591 =647.75 = 648
4 4

Section 3 (MAP and SATP2 Assessments)

l. Calculate the Transformed Score for the MAP assessments by using the following
formulas:

e To transform a MAP Algebra | Score:
Student’s MAP Algebra | Scale Score ~ 403 points

* To transform a MAP English Il Score:
Student’s MAP English )l Scale Score - 405 points

Il. Calculate the student’s composite {combined) score by determining the average score
across all four assessments.

Test Score Transformation Transformed Score
Algebra | (MAP) 1048 1048-403 = 645
English Il (MAP) 1049 1049-405= 644
Biology | (SATP2) 652 652
U.S. History (SATP2) 644 644

Average Composite (Combined) Score = 645 + 644 + 652 + 644 = 2585 = 646.25 = 646
4 4
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Section 4 (PARCC, MAP, and SATP2 Assessments)
l. Calculate the Transformed Score for the PARCC and MAP assessments by using the
following formulas:

o To transform a PARCC Algebra | Score:
Student’s PARCC Algebra | Scale Score — 78 points

e To transform a PARCC English i) Score
Student’s PARCC English It Scale Score — 80 points

e To transform a MAP Algebra | Score
Student’s MAP Algebra | Scale Score — 403 points

e To transfarm a MAP English Il Score
Student’s MAP English Il Scale Score - 405 paints

Calculate the student’s composite (combined) score by determining the average score
across all four assessments.

Test Score Transformation Transformed Score
Iﬂggbra I (PARCC) 723 723-78= 645
English 1l {(MAP) 1049 1049 -405 = 644
Biology | (SATP2) 652 652
U.S. History (SATP2) 644 644

Average Composite (Combined) Score = 645 + 644 + 652 + 644 = 2585 = 646.25 = 646
4 4
Calculate the student’s composite (combined) score by determining the average score
across all four assessments.

Test Score Transformation Transformed Score
Algebra | (MAP) 1048 1048 -403 = 645
Msh Il (PARCC) 724 724-80= 644
Biology | (SATP2) 652 652
U.S. History {SATP2) 644 644

Average Composite (Combined) Score = 645 + 644 + 652 + 644 = 2585 = 646.25 = 646
4 4
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APPENDIX A-6
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA
{Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the required

core objectives identified in the Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards. Course titles and identification

numbers must  appear in the current edition of the Approved Courses for Secondary Schools of Mississipp:. (See 7
Miss. Admin. Code PL. 3, Ch. 28, R. 28.2, R. 28.3.) Students_enrolled in grades 7 - 12 may be awarded a Carnegie

Courses for the Secondary Schools of Mississippl Manual. Enrollment in online courses hsted in this book must have
prior approval granted by the principal.

requirements for each of the required high school assessments is eligible to receive a high school diploma. The local
school district may establish additional local requirements appraved by the local school board as authorized under
Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16 7.

Beginning school year 2018-2019 and thereafter, all entering ninth graders will be required to have a minimum
of 24 Carneg:e units as specified below. Student may earn one of the following endorsements to be added to the

Endorsement. _The local schoal district may establish additional local requirements approved by the local school

board as authorized under Miss Code Ann_§ 37-16-7.

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE UNITS REQUIRED SUBJECTS
ENGLISH 4 English |
English Il
MATHEMATICS a Algebra |
SCIENCE 3! Biology |
SOCIAL STUDIES 35 1 World History"
1 U.5, History®
%U.S. Government®
% Economics®
7 % Misslssippi Studies®
sl DUCATIO Jél % Physical Education
HEALTH 5 % Contemporary Healt
TECHNOLOGY or COMPUTER SCIENCE 12
THE ARTS 110
COLLEGE and CAREER READINESS L1
ELECTIVES 5.5
TOTALUNITS REQUIRED 2412813
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APPENDIX A-6 (Centinued)
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA
(Entering ninth graders In 2018-2019 and thereafter)

'Carnegie units earned for Compensatory English courses cannot be included as any of the four (4] English Carnepie
units required for graduation; however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the general
elective graduation requirements. Compensatory English may be taken only if a credit bearing English course is
taken in the same school year. Accelerated English 9 can be accepted [n lieu of English |. Accelerated English 10 and
AR Enghoh-Lanpuage-Compesition can be accepted in lieu of English II._Enplish | is a required prerequisite course for
English 1. Englsh | may not be taken after a student completes English 11

‘Carnepie units earned for Compensatory Mathematics courses cannot be included as any of the four {4) Math
Carnegie units required for graduation; however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the
general elective graduation requirements. Compensatory Mathematics may be taken only if a credit-bearing Math
course Is taken in the same school year CCR Mathematics Grade 8, Ready for High School Mathematics, and
Foundations of Algebra cannot be taken after a student has received a Carnegie unit In the CCR Algebra | course. At
least two (2) of the four (4) required mathematics Carnegie units must be earned in courses higher than the CCR
Algebra | course. The Ready for High School Mathematics course shall only be available for 8" grade or 9" grade
students. Foundations of Algebra shall only be available for 9" grade students. MYP Geometry, MYP Algebra |1, 18
DP Mathematics |, IB-DP Mathematics 1l, 18-DP Mathgmatical Studies 1, and 18 DP _Mathematical Studies Il are
allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra | for IB students. One (1) of the four {4) required Carnegie units
for mathematics may be in_Architecture & Drafting if the student completes the two.course sequence for

Architecture & Drafting | & 11,

'For_sclence Carnegle units, the following Career and Technical (CTE) courses may be used to_fulfill science
requirements for graduation: one (1) unit may be In Concepts of Agrisclence or Introduction to Agriscience, and a
second unit may be earned by completing two (2) of the following three (3] courses. Science of Agriculture Plants,
Science of Agriculture Animals, and Science of Agricultural Environment. Two (2] units may be in_the following
courses if the student completes the required course sequence ending with Healthcare & Clinical Services I,
Aguaculture I, Forestry Il, Robotics/Engineering Il, Polymer Science Il ar Careers in Polymer Science, Horticulture |1
or Horticulture Landscape and Turf grass, Engineering Il or Applied Engineering Concepts, Health Sclences Il or
Workplace and Employment Skills 1n Health Sciences, Sports Medicine or Sports Medicine Theory and Agplication |
and —Sports Medicine Theory and Application Il. A maximum of two (2) of the four (4) required sclence units

(excluding Biology |} may be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources | & |1

“Based on the 2011 Mississiepi Social Studies Framework, A.P. World History can be accepted in ligu of the required
World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be accepted In lieu
of the required U.S. History from Post-reconstruction to Present course. A.P Government and Politics: United States
can be accepted in lieu of the required United States Government course. 18-DP History of the Americas | Is accepted
in lieu of the required U.S. History course for students enralled in the 1B program. |18 DP History of the Americas Il is
accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students

enrolled in_the IB program.

“Carnegie credit earned for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals Il may be accepted in lieu of one-half

(%) unit in Economics. A.P. Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the required Economics

course.

Mississippl Public School Accountabiilty Standards, 2017
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APPENDIX A-6 (Continued)
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

STANDARD 14

TRADITIONAL DIPLOM

“The Carnegie credit carned for a State/Local Government course in_any other state by an out-of-state_transfer
student who gnters after the sophomore year can stand in heu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local
Government. If the transfer student look a State/Local Government course in a grade lgvel that did not award
Carnegie unit credit, then any other one-half (%] unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student
wha transfers after the junior year may substitute any other one-half (%) unit social studies course. 18-DP History of
the Americas Il is accepted in liev of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses
for students enrolled In the IB program,

'The graduation requirement for one half {¥) unit in physical education may include participation in inlerscholastic
athletic activities, band, show choir, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the
Fitness through Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities
Association. Only one (1) elective unit 1n physical education including participation in interscholastic athletic

in the Fitness through Physicol Education Framewoark and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities
Association may be applied each year to the minimum 24 reguired state units. If a local district has graduation
requirements above the state requirements, they may award additional credits as outlined in the local Board policy.

“Carnepie credit earned in Healthcare & Clinical Services |, Health Sciences 1, or Theory and Application of Health

Sciences | may be accepted in liew of Contemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for one half (%)
Carnegie unit in Health Successful completion of JROTC 1 and JROTC Il may be accepted In lieu of Contemporary
Health to meet the graduation requirement for one-half (%) Carnegie unit in Health.

“The following courses meet the Carpegie unit requirement for Technology and Camputer Science.

ICT 1l {Information & Communication Technology Il), STEM {Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics),
Keystone, Technology Foundations, Information & Communication Technology, Project Lead the Way Computer
Science Essentials, Project Lead the Way Introduction to Computer Science and Project Lead the Way Intraduction
to Engineering, and-any-other compulerseencecourses-Exploring Computer Science, and AP Computer Science.

“Digital Media may be accepted in lieu of the art reauirement for students.

! The College and Career Readiness course is fer-seaigrs-gnly-unlessa-student is praduating priorto the-studeat’s
praduationcohort—Forearly graduates, this coursemay be-ought dudng the spragsemesierol-the jumor year

. mest-thisrequirement will- be-identifed dunag-the-2618-19 sehaslyear:_to provide planning and
instruction for postsecondary transition  Courses that meet College and Career Readiness must be approved
through the Mississippi Department of Education. Courses may be taught during the junior or senior year unless

the course 15 taught through a four-year sequence and the student completes all four years.

by

""Additional regulrements above the 24 Carnegle Units and the assessment requirements include:

e Students must identify an endorsement area prior to entering 9" grade. Endorsement requirements can
only be changed with_parental permission this includes dropping the endorsement to earn only the

i 1 di 3
8 - Egr e?rl rE|a 2, StFoety-fust-meet-Loliefle-of-Lureer Hogd waﬂ‘ﬁ"mw

attend postsecondary-withovtremedinton erdemonsiratewerk-ready requiremanis stydents must meet
College and Career Readiness benchmarks of 17 in English and 19 in Math on the ACT sub-scare OR earn

Mississippl Public School Accountability Standards, 2017
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a Silver level on the ACY WorkKeys suite of assessments. For seniors that have not meet the benchmarks,

to gualily for early release (work relesse) students must meet the following requirements:

«__Have a GPA of 2.5 and have passed or meet the assessment option requirements (or all four end-of-course
assassments

o ___Are on track to meet the diploma requirements

¢ Areconcurrently enrolled in the appropriate Essentials for Colleye and Career Readin,ss Class

. Additional recommendations (not reauirements) above the 24 Carnegie Units and assessmenl reguirements

o For early graduation, a student should successfully complete an area of endorsement

e Student should take a math or math eguivalency senior year

Mississippl Public Schaol Accountablifly Standards, 2017
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APPENDIX A-7
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

STANDARD 14

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA WITH CAREER AND TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT
|Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited schoal district will have earned the reguired
Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each reguired and elective course must include the
core objectives identified in the Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Standards Course titles and identification
numbers must  appear in the current edition of the Approved Courses for Secandary Schools of Mississippi. {See 7
Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 28, R. 28.2, R. 28.3.) Students enrolled in grades 7 — 12 may be awarded a Carnegie
unit credit provided the course content is a Carnepie unit bearing course in the current edition of the Approved
Courses for the Secondary Schools of Mississippi Manual. Enrollment in online courses listed in this book must have
prior approval granted by the principal.

In order to earn the Career and Technical Endorsement, a student must complete the minimum graduation
requirements as specified below, meet the requirements for each of the required high school assessments and
complete all career and technical endorsement additional requirements. The local school district may establish

additional local requirements approved by the local school board as authorized under Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16.7.

Beginning school year 2018 2019 and thereafter, all entering ninth graders will be required to have a minimum of
26 Carnegie units as specified below to earn a_Traditional Diploma with 2 Career and Technical Endorsement. The
local school district may establish additional local requirements approved by the local school board as authorized

under Miss. Code Ann. § 37-16.7.
[ CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS
UNITS
ENGLISH q! English I
English 1l
MATHEMATICS Q2 Algebra |
SCIENCE 3 Biology |
| SOCIAL STUDIES 3.5 1 World History*
1 U.S. History*
' % U.S. Government?
Y Economics®
% Mississippi Studies®
PHYSICAL EDUCATION .57 ¥ Physical Education
HEALTH 5* % Contempor it
TECHNOLGY or COMPUTER SCIENCE 1°
THE ARTS i Any-approved 500-course
LE ADINESS i
CAREER and TECHNICAL 3
ELECTIVES 3.5
TOTAL S REQUIRED 2612843

Mississippl Public School Accountabllity Standards, 2017
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APPENDIX A-7 (Continued)

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA WITH CAREER AND TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT

(Entering ninth praders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

'Carnegie units earned for Compensatory English courses cannot be Included as any of the four (4) English Carnegie
units required for graduation; however, Carnegie umts earned for these courses may be included in the general
eleclive graduation requirements. Compensatory English may be taken only if a credit bearing English course is
taken in the same school year. Accelerated English 9 can be accepted in lieu of Enplish |. Accelerated English 10-ard
AR-Eaglish Language Compasiiion-can be accepted in lieu of English It. English | is a required prerequisite course for
English Il. English | may not be taken after a student completes English II

Carnegie units required for graduation; however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the
general elective graduation requirements. Compensatory Mathematics may be taken only If a credit bearing Math
course is taken in the same school year. CCR Mathematics Grade 8, Ready for High School Mathematics, and
Foundations of Algebra cannot be taken after a student has received a Carnegee unit In the CCR Algebra | course. At

‘Carnegie units earned for Compensatory Mathematics courses cannot be Included as any of the four (4] Math

Algebra | course. The Ready for High School Mathematics course shall anly be available for 8 grade or 9" grade
students. Foundations of Algebra shall only be available for 9" grade students. MYP Geomelry, MYP Algebra 11, 1B

DP Mathematics I, 1B-DP Mathematics Il, 18:-DP Mathematical Studies I, and 1B-DP Mathematical Studies | are
allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra | for 1B students. One (1) of the four (4) required Cacnegie units

s wilany

for_mathematics may be i Architecture & Drafting if the student completes the two course sequence for
Architecture & Dratting L & II.

*For_science Carnegie units, the following Career and Technical (CTE) courses may be used ta fulfill science

raquirements for graduation: one (1] unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience or Introduction to Agriscience, and a
second unit may be earned by completing two (2) of the following three (3) courses: Science of Agriculture Plants,

ience of Agriculture Animals, and Science of Agricultural Environment.  Tw. nits may be in_the followin
courses if the student completes the required course sequence ending with Heaithcare & Clinical Services I,
Aquaculture i, Forestry 1I, Rabotics/Engineering [, Polymer Science |l or Careers in Polymer Science, Horticulture 1)

or_Horticulture Landscape and Turf grass, gngigeg;ing Il_or_Applied Engineering Concepts, Health Sciences Il or

and Sports Medicine Theory and Application Il. A maximum of two (2) of the four {4) required science units (excluding
Biology 1) may be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources 1 & Il.

Speseience Carnagie bany: thefollowiap-Carear-and Technial{ETE} courses- oy e used to-fuliil science
FEFHHERMORLS 19r graduationi-one-H) vait May-be-in Concepts ol Agristience a1 IntreduelioR1a -ARHACILACE, BRE-
second-ynit may-be eacned-by-completing-two-ti-oftha lollowingthree-(3) caurses: Sclence of AprcultureRlants;
Scieneeaf Agncultuce Ammaly and Saence-of ApreulisrakEnviranment-—Twe {2} units oy bea-the-following
saurseril the-studeni-completus-the-reguird-touse-60quence -endinp-with -Healtheare-& Clinical Seavices—i
Agtiaculiusa il Forectry b-Robotes/Eagineaapa il -PolymerSaance . or-Careeds 1n-Palymer Stinncs, Hartiultuea i
o-HocticulluesLandscapeind Tusk-grass Erglnecrinp-i-orApplicd-Eapinecnni-Goneepts; Heolth-Saengesti-or
Waorkglacoind-bnplayment-Shdism Moah b Scieaces—A-mommyar-of twe 2} ol-the-fou (4] required scwnesunis

(excluding-Biolsay - may-brraenad by completng Agnculture and-Natirat Ressurcesd & 4.
Based on the 2011 Mississippi Social Studies Framework, A.P. World History can be accepied in ligu of the required

World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be accepted in lieu
of the required U.S. History from Past-reconstruction to Present course. A.P Government and Politics: United States
can be accepted in lieu of the reguired United States Government course. 18 DP History of the Americas | is accepted
in lieu of the required LS. History course for students enrolled in the IB program. (8-DP History of the Americas 1 is

Mississippl Public Schaol Accountability Standards, 2017
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accepted in lieu of the required Mississipmt Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students
enrolled in the 18 program, MYP U.5, Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for students

enrolled in the |B program.

*Carnepie credit earned for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals || may be accepted in lieu of one half
(%} unit in Economics, A.P. Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the required Economics
course,

APPENDIX A-7 (Continued)
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA WITH CAREER AND TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT

(Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

“The Carnegie credit earned for a Siate/Local Government course in any other state by an out of state transfer
student who enters after the sophomore year can stand In lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local
Government If the \ransfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award
Carnepie unit credit, then any other ane-half (') unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student
wha transfers after the junior year may substitute any other one half (%] unit social studies course. 1B-OP Histary of

the Americas Il is accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses
for students enrolled in the IB program.

"The graduation requirement for one half {%) unit in physical education may include particigation In interscholastic
athletic_activities, band show cholr dance and JROTC that meet t_h_e Instructional r gggirgmgn s specified in_ the

assocnatg n. Only one (1) Ael_ective unit in_physical educauon inciudin, g pa mcspau_o_n_ n lnterscho]asllc athgu_c
activities, band, performance choral, show chair, dance or JROTC that meet the instructional requirements speclfied
in the Fitness throuph Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities
Association may be applied each year to the minimum 24 required state units. If a local district has graduation
requirements above the state requirements, they may award additional credits as outlined in the local Board policy.

Sciences | may be gccep;gd__l.n_m;u of Contg;ruporary Healgh to meet the graggagnon requirement for one half (h}
Carnegie unit in_Health. Successful completion of JROTC | and JROTC Il may be acceated in lieu of Contemporary

Health to meet the graduation requirement for ane-half [!4) Carnegle unit in Health.

The following courses meel the Carnegie unit requirement for Technology and Computer Science:

ICT Ul (Information & Communication Technology Il), STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics),

Keystone, Technology Foundations, Informatian & Communication Technology, Project Lead the Way Computer

Sc.ence Essentials, Project Lead the Way Int-rd'ght_agt;on to Computer Science and Project Lead the Way Introduction

to Engineering, and-aay-othercomputesseancesaurses-Exploring Comouter Science, and AP Computer Science.

""Dig:tal Media may be accepted in lieu of the art requirement for students,

instruction for postsecondary transition, Cgurses that meet College and Career Readiness must be ggrovg
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ississippi rtment of Education. Courses may be taught during the junior_or senior year unless
the course is taught through a four.year sequence and the student completes all four years.
*rhe following eaursesmentthe-£acaepie unikrequirement tor-Technologyuad-Camputer Scienee:
1T 4 phnfocmatios-S-Lomaumcatan Technalagy 11, -STEM (Science, Technslegy, Enginesring & Mathematics);
Keystase, Technology Feundations Jiformaben S-Communicabian lechanlogy -Rropast-Leag the Way- Compatar
Seipace FaontialoRrgect-Leod the Way-hitreduction-to- Conipuier-Science and PrajectLeadthe Way-Intreduetinn
- RGN EHAR-GRG-ORY BHREFCOMBIRAESHANEECaUISAs

“pyutal-Media-may-be-acceptedn-Hoy-of the-ark reauiresnent-for studenls,

' theCollega-and Carene-Regdmnss couesa v for sanse enly-unless-a student is gradustiag prsrto-thisstudents
taduauen eohart: For early-graduatas this course May Betaughl-durng-the upling semasiar ol theunior year
Goursesrthgt-maatthicregurement-willbasdentified duringthe 301919 schpsh year-

‘Additional requirements above Traditional Digloma Option and the 26 Carnegie Units and the assessment
rgusemants-include. -
- - Studaati-myst identily 10 PRYOFSAIRORE AFEE PHOF L0 erta Nt 8" Srado- EndafsHmenirequu emets e
iy bo.gharaod with BAtenta BormEsIGH-
--Far eady-raledse Hodants-must-maet College-erLaresr Readiness-Benchmarks that allow sludenty 1o
altand puatsecondsry withoultamediobon-or domensirste-work ready-raguirements
o Earnanoverall GPA of 2.5
» __Earn silver level on ACT WorkKeys
Must successfully complete one of the following:
*___One CTE dual credit
a _ ACareer Pathway Experience
= Earn a State Board of Education apgroved national credential

APPENDIX A-7 (Continued)

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA WITH CAREER AND TECHNICAL ENDORSEMENT
(Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

“*Additional recammendatigns (not reguirements) above 26 Carnegie Units and assessment requirements include.
o For early praduation, a student should successfully complete an area of endarsement

¢ Student should take a math or math equivalency senior year

Mississippl Public School Accountabliity Standsrds, 2017
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APPENDIX A-8
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA with an ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT
{Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the required
Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course must include the

numbers must _appear in the current edition of the Approved Courses for Secondary Schools of Mississippi. {See 7
Miss, Admin. Code Pt. 3, Ch. 28, R. 28.2, R. 28.3 ) Enrollment in online courses listed in_this book must have prior

approval granted by the principal

Any student who completes the minimum graduation reguirements as specified below and has met requirements

grades 7 — 12 may be awarded a Carnegiv unit credit provided the course content is a Carnegie unit bearing
course In the current edition of the Approved Courses for the Secondory Schools of Mississioni Monual.

Beginning school year 20182019 and therealter, all entering ninth graders will be required to have a minimum of
26 Carnegie units as specified below Lo earn a Traditional Diploma with an Academic Endarsement. The local schoal
district may_establish additional local requirements approved by the local schaol board as authorized under Miss.

Code Ann. § 37-16-7.

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS
UNITS

ENGLISH a4l English | English Ii

Two additional English Courses above English Il
MATHEMATICS 42 Algebra |

h Twao additional Math Courses above Algebra |

SCIENCE 33 Biology |

Two additional science courses above Bialogy |
SOCIAL STUDIES 35 1 World History®

1 U.S. History®

% U.S. Government®

% Economics®

¥ Mississippl Studies®
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 5 % Physical Education
HEALTH 5 % Contemporary Health
TECHNOLOGY or COMPUTER SCIENCE 1¢
THE ARTS 110 Anyapproved 500 covese
COLLEGE and CAREER READINESS 14
ELECTIVES 7.5 Must Include College Preparatory curriculum

— requirements

TOTALUNITS REQUIRED 26180
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64



APPENDIX A-8

APPENDIX A-8 (Continued)

GRA! TION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA with an ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT
{Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

!Carnepie units earned for Compensatory Enghsh courses cannot be included as any of the four {4) English Carnegie
units required for graduation; however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the general
alective graduation reguirements. Compensatory English may be taken only if a credit bearing English course is
taken in the same school year, Accelerated English 9 can be accepted in lieu of English I. Accelerated English 10 and
AP-English-Laapuage Compesition can be accepted in lieu of English ). English [ is a required prerequisite course for
English 1. English | may not be taken after a student completes English Il

ICarnegie units earned for Compensatory Mathematics courses cannot be included as any of the four (4) Math
Carnegie units required for graduation; however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the
general elective graduation requirements Compensatory Mathematics may be taken only if a credit-bearing Math
course is taken in the same school year. CCR Mathematics Grade 8, Ready for High School Mathematics, and
Foundations of Algebra cannot be taken after a student has recelved a Carnegle unit in the CCR Algebra | course. At
least two (2] of the four (4) required mathematics Carnegie units must be earned in courses higher than the CCR
Algebra | course. The Ready for High School Mathematics course shall only be available for 8" grade or 9" grade
students. _Foundations of Algebra shall only be available for 9°' grade students. MYP Geometry, MYP Algebra II, 1B
DP Mathematics 1, 1B-DP Mathematics 11, I1B DP Mathematical Studies |, and 18 DP Mathematical Studies Il are
allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra | for 18 studeats. One (1) of the four (4) required Carnegie units
for mathematics may be in Architecture & Dralting if the student completes the two-course sequence for
Architecture & Drafting | & 1.

¥For science Carnegie units, the following Career and Technical (CTE) courses may be used to fulfill science
requirements for graduation: one (1) unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience or Introduction to Agriscience, and a

second unit may ba earned by completing two (2) of the following three (3) courses: Science of Agriculture Plants

Science of Agriculture Animals, and Science of Agricultural Environment. Two (2) units may be in the following
courses if the student completes the required course sequence ending with Healthcare B Clinical Services I,

Aguaculture II, Forestry Il, Robotics/Engineering 1l, Polymer Science |l or Careers in Palymer Science, Horticulture It

or_Horticulture Landscape and Turf grass. Engineering Il or_Applied Engineering Concepts, Health Scoences Il or

Waorkplace and Employment Skills in Health Sciences, Sports Medicine or Sports Medicine Theory and Agplication |
and Sports Medicine Theory and Application Il. A maximum of two (2) of the four (4) required science units (excluding
Biology 1) may be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources | & II.

*For-seience-Garnegiv uails, the fallowing Coreerand Technical {CTE) courses may-be-vsed-te fullill-ssivace
requitementsdor-giaduation: ene{ilunit may be-ia-Copcepty of Aguorienca-or Intreductian le-Agnuiienie aRrd-a
sacand-yait Ay be samed by comalebng two (1) ot the followingthiee{dhcourses Saience of Agricullure Rlaats,
seieace-ob Anrculiure AAimak, -apd- Suence-of Agricultural-Eavirenment—Twa {3}-units-may-ben the followny
ourses - -the Student-completey the reauired seusircpgueaca-eading with-Healthears LClinical -Servces-4d,

AgyasulturedtForestiyH, Rebioties/Enginveriag th Folymar Seisneedbac Careacsn-Ralymer Steacy, Hotlculiure
or-Horepliure Londsesge 9nd-Turl grass, Eaginecnng Il a-Applied Eagmesnay Conceply-Hedlth-Seendes W ar

Workplie-and-Employment-Sklisin Health Seiencas -A marimum-of twe- (3 ofthe four{d)-coquired seience unkts
{exctuging-Biology-th-may-be-eacned by completing Agneullucs-ard MaturatReseucces 4 i-

*Based on the 2011 Mississippi Socigl Studies Framework, A.P. World Histary can be accepted in lieu of the required
Waorld History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be accegted in lieu
of the required U.S. History from Post reconstruction to Present course. A.P Government and Politics: United States
can be accepted in lieu of the required United States Government course. 1B-DP History of the Americas | is accepted
in lieu of the required U.S. History course for students enrolled in the IB program. |B-DP History of the Americas Il is
accepted In lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students
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enrolled in the 1B program. MYP U.S. Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for students
enrolled in the I8 program.

“Carnegie credit earned for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals Il may be accepted in lieu of one hall

(4} umit in Economics. A.P. Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the required Econamics
course

APPENDIX A-8 (Continued)
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA with an ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT
(Entering ninth graders In 2018-2019 and thereafter]

"The Carnegle credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out of state transfer
student wha enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississiopi State and Local
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award

Carnegie unit credit, then any other one half (%) unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of state student

who transfers after the junior year may substitute any other one haif {}1) unit social studies course. I18-DP History of
the Americas Il is accepted in heu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses

for students enrolled in the IB program.
“The grgduaugrue_gu!remem far one-half {4) unit in_ physical education mgx include participation in interschalastic

F Fitness through Phys:cal Education Framework and that are sanctioned b\.- lhe Mnmssiopa High Sghool Agt_ly_mes
Association _Only one (1) elective unit in physical education including participation in_interscholastic athletic
activities, ggnd, performance choral, show choir, dance or JROTC thal meet the Instmctloqgj egulrements sgeclq‘e_

ssogatlgn may be applied _e_ach_year to the minimum 24 reoulred state units. Il a lo_g dis_grlg; has gradu ygg
requirements above the state requirements, they may award additional credits as outlined in the local Board policy

"Carnegie credit earned in Healthcare & Clinical Services |, Health Sciences I, or Theory and Application of Health

Sciences | may be accepted in leu of Contemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for one-half {%)
Carnegie unit In Health. Successful completion of JROTC | and JROTC Il may be accepted in licu of Contemporary

Health to meet the gra ion requirement for one-half (4} Carnegie unit in Health.

The following courses meet the Carnegie unit reguirement for Technology and Computer Science:
ICT_ll_{information & Communication Technology Il), STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics),
Keystone, Technology Foundations, Information & Communpication Technology, Project Lead the Way Computer
Science Essentials, Project Lead the Way Introduction to Computer Science and Project Lead the Way lntroduclio

nstrgcngg for postsecon gggg transition. Courses that meet Co Ilgge gnd Caregr Readiness mu;g bg gp_goved

through the Mississippi Department of Education. Courses may be taught during the junior or senior year unless

the ;our:g ;sﬂ-[aughg through a four-year sequence and the student completes all four years.
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The followang coveses mectthe Caregie-unitrequircement-lor Jechnalogy dRd Computes Sewace.

1Tt -information-Lo-CommunicationTachngtegy H-STEM (Scence, Technoloay-Engineenap & Mathematies),
keystans, fechnelogy-Favrdatines Wfgrmation-S-Communication Techrolegy, FropclLead the-Way Computer
seonen Brsentale-Arajectbead the-Way tatraducbionte-Camaute-Soence and Praject Load the Way introduectan

leaaneonng; and-any StRECCOMPIHBFICILATECOURHAS

Cligial Medn may-baaseepradinbo-af the arteogumeesment-for-students.

" the tolleguand Earser-Repdiness-eourse s for-semars only unlessastudent 1 graduatingpriscie thestudaat’s
graduationcohosd -Foready g dum~thwrmnm¢mag-§_§-_@_gght~q_g_pjgg4h&sgﬂﬂﬁsem&m l-thejunie Lt
Coud s that meetthevsoguisamentwill bedonbhed during the-2018-18<choal year:

"Addnional requirements above the Traditional Diploma Option, the 26 Carnegie Units and the assessment
requirements include:
= Studestemustideatibyan-endorsement-area prioclo entering9" grade Fadorsement requirementsean
ealr-be chonaas wilvparental-permision

—Forearly-rolease; stvdentamust meatLollefie or Coreer-Regdinesy Beachmorki-thatollow sludents to
atlend-gastsecondary-withput cemediotion erdemansiiale work-ready reguirempalsy

Earn an overall GPA of 2.5

_ Courses must meat MS IHL college preparatory curriculum (CPC) requirements

Earn MS college readiness benchmarks (ACT sub scores of 17 in English and 19 in Math or completion of
appropriate Essentials of College Math or Essentials_of College Literacy with and -¢40 or above eHepe-
ready-eausses In senior year) or on the SAT as defined by IHL
»  Mustsuccessfully complete one of the following:

* _One AP course with a C or higher and take the appropriate AP exam

*  One Dipfoma Program-18 course with a C or hizher and take the appropriate |B exams
*  One dual credit course and earn a aea-weighied C or higher in the course
ARRENBIX-A-8{Gontinued)
GRABUATION REQUIREDAENTS
STANDARB-14
TRABHHONAL-DIRLOMA with-2a-ACARENHC-ENDORSEMENT

“Additional recommendations (not regquirements) above 26 Carnegie Units and assessment requirements
include: i
= For early graduation, a student should successfully comgpiete an area of endorsement,

¢ Student should take a math or math equivalency senior year

.

‘o- e
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APPENDIX A-9
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD 14
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA with a DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT
(Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the reguired
Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course must Include the

core objectives Identified in the Mississiopi Callege- and Career-Readiness Standards. Course titles and identification
numbers must _appear in the current edition of the Approved Courses for Secondary Schools of Mississippl. (See 7

Miss. Admin, Code Pt. 3, Ch 28 R. 28 2, R 28.3.) Enrollment in online courses listed in this book must have prior
approval granted by the principal.

Any student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified below and has met the

requirements for each of the required high school assessments Is eligible to receive a high school diploma. Students
enrolled in grades 7 - 12 may be awarded a Carnegie unit credit provided the course content is a Carnegie_unit

bearing course in the current edition of the Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools of Mississippi Manual.

Beginning school year 2018-2019 and thereafter, all entering ninth graders will be reguired to have a minimum of
28 Carnegle units as specified below to earn a Traditipnal Diploma with a Distinguished Academic Endorsement,
The local school district may establish additional logal requirements approved by the local school board as authorized

under Miss. Code Ann. § 37 16-7.
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CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS
UNITS

ENGLISH a English | English Ii

Two additional English Courses above English I}
MATHEMATICS 42 Algebral

Two additional Math Courses above Algebra )
SCIENCE PH Biology |

. Two additional science courses above Biology |

SOCIALSTUDIES 4 1 World History*

1 U.S. History"

%U.S. Government*

% Economics’®

% Misslissippi Studies®

HYSICAL EDUCATION 5 % Physical Education
HEALTH c? % Contemporary Health
TECHNOLOGY or COMPUTER SCIENCE 19
THE ARTS 110
COLLEGE and CAREER READINESS it
ELECTIVES 7.5 Must Include two IHL advanced electives
- Must meet College Preparatory Curriculum {CPC)

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 2g12813
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APPENDIX A-9 {Continued)

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

STANDARD 14

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA with a DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT
(Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

!Carnegie units earned for Compensatory English courses cannot be included as any of the four (4) Enghsh Carnegie
pnits required for graduation, however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the general
clective graduation requirements. Compensatory English may be taken only If a credit bearing English course is
taken in the same school year. Accelerated English 9 can be accepted in lieu of English ). Accelerated English 10 and
AR Eaplish- Languape Compesition-can be accepted in liev of English Il. Enplish 115 a required prerequisite course for
English |l._English | may not be taken after a student completes English 11,

Carnegie units required for graduation; however, Carnegie units earned for these courses may be included in the
general elective graduation requirements. Compensatory Mathematics may be taken only if a credit bearing Math
course is taken in the same school year. CCR Mathernatics Grade 8, Ready for High School Mathematics, and
Foundations of Algebra cannot be Laken after a student has received a Carnegie unit in the CCR Algebra | course. At
least two (2) of the four {4) required mathematics Carnegie units must be earned in courses hugher than the CCR

students__Foundations of Algebra shall only be available for 9" grade students MYP Geometry, MYP Algebra Ii, (B
DP Mathematics |, 1B DP Mathematics |l, 1B DP Mathematical Studies I, and 18 DP Mathematical Studies Il are
allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra | for IB students. One [1) of the four (4) required Carnegie units
for mathematics may_be in Architecture & Drafung if the student campletes the two course sequence for

Architecture & Drafting | & Il

*for_science Carnegie units, the following Career and Technical (CTE) courses may be used to fulfill science

second unit may be earned by completing two (2) of the following three (3) courses: Science of Agriculture Plants,

Science of Agriculture Animals, and Science of Agricultural Environment. Two (2] units may be in_the following
courses if the student completes the required course sequence ending with Healthcare & Clinical Services I,
Aguaculture )i, Forestry 11, Rohotics/Engineering 1, Polymer Science Il or Careers in Polymer Science, Horticulture ||

or Horticulture Landscape and Turf grass, Engineering Il or Appli ngineeri Healt ences |l or

Workplace and Employment Skills in Health Sciences, Sports Medicine or Sports Medicine Theory and Apolication |
and Sports Medicine Theory and Application Il. A maximum of two (2) of the four (4) required science units {excluding

Biology 1) may be earned by compleling Agriculture and Natural Resources | & (I,

*rocseience Carnagic unity, the dellowing-Career ang-Techaleal (CTE)- courses -moy-be-vind-te-fullill-scieace
eequicements for-graduabion-aae fil-uat-may bein-Conceptsof Apricienie arlnlroduction-le-Agrscience, and-a
secand-unit-may-be-eamed by-completing-lwo (2}-of the lollovnng thiee (3} courses-Saen cultuce-Plants,
sgence-ob Aprculivre-Animals ond-Selence-of Agacultucal ERvire ament—Twe. (2) umits miay-be-in-the fsllowiag
courses - the-cludent-camplates-the reguired-coursesoquence—endipiwith -Healtheare-&-Climcal-Services
Aquacutture i Forestey-Hi RebebegfEnginecnnfdl-Rolymar-Sugat-artatenrs in PalymerSciwace, Hoshcultyradl
o Hecticulture-bandscapevind-Tud-prass-Eapineedng-it er-Applied-Eagineenng Loncepts, -Hualth Scienges-Il of
Workphace-ond-Emplayment Skills-in Health-Saanses - A manmum-ei-tvea £2}-el-the-lour-{4} required-scirce-umly
fercluding Bislogy-Ip-may-be-parned by completirg-ARHeultureaad Notus gi-Reseuicestk H.

‘Based on the 2011 Mississipoi Social Studies Framewaork, A P. World History can be accepted in lieu of the required
World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be accepted in lieu
ol the required tJ.5. History from Post. reconstruction to Present course. A.P Government and Politics: United States
can be accepted in ligu of the required United States Government course. |B DP History of the Americas | is accepted
in lieu of the required U.S. History course for students enrglled in the IB program. 1B DP History of the Americas Il is
accepted In lleu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students
enrolled in the 1B program. MYP U.S Government is accepted in ligu of the required Government course for students

enrolled in the IB program
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Carnegie credit earned for Business Fundamentals ar Business Fundamentals |l may be accepted In lieu of one half
{*4) upit in Economics. A P_Macroeconamics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken In heu of the required E¢onomics
course.
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APPENDIX A-9 (Continued)
GRADUATION REQUIREMIEENTS

STANDARD 14

TRADITIONAL DIPLOMA with a DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENT

(Entering ninth graders in 2018-2019 and thereafter)

“The Carnegie credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out of state transfer
student who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award
Carnegie unit credit, then any other one-half {%] unit social studies course may be accepted. Anout of state student

who transfers after the junior year may substitute any other ane half (%) unit social studies course. IB DP History of
the Americas Il is accepted in ligu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses

for students enrplled in the 1B program.

"The graduation requirement for one-half (%) unit in physical education may include participation in interscholastic
athletic activities, band, show choir, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the
Fitness through Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities
Association. Only_one (1) elective unit In_physical education including participation in interscholastic athletic
activities, band, performance charal, show choir, dance or JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified

in the Fitness throuah Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippt High School Activities
Association may be applied each year to the minimum 24 required state units. If a local district has graduation

requirements above the state requirements, they may award additional credits as outhned in the local Board policy.

Carnegle credit earned in Healthcare & Clinical Services |, Health Sciences |, or Theory and Application of Health
Sciences | may be accepted in lieu of Contemporary Health to meet the nraduanon requirement for one half (%)
Carnegle unit in Health Successful completion of JROTC | and JROTC Il may be accepted in lieu of Contemporary
Health to meet the graduation requirement for one half (13) Carnegie unit in Health.

*The following courses meet the Carnegie unit requirement for Technology and Computer Science:

ICT 11 {Information & Communication Technology 1), STEM [Science, Technalogy, Enpineering, & fMathematics),
Keystone, Technology Foundatigns, Information mmunication Technology, Project Lead the Way Computer

Sclence E;sennals Frmect Lead the Way ln:mdurnon o Comgu;er §clgnce gnd Prolgcl Lgad the Way Introduction

omputer Science,

“pigital Media may be accepted in lieu of the art requirement for students.

" Thp Collcgg and Career Readingss course is les-senwltmlems{—ug r-g__uagm&gﬂg_&go-uw swdem’s

instruction for postsecondary transition. Cours th Lm el oll and Career R 55 M
through the Mississippi Department of Education. Courses may be taught during the unioror enior year unles

the course is taught through a four year sequence and the student completes all four years.
halollowing-caumesmeat the Cocaugirunitreauiremens-for Trehnology-and Compoter Science:

ICHAbfinformation-& -Commwnication Tachnalogy- I, -STEM {Scirnce, Techasiagy, Engincedap~&-Mathematiesh
KeystonesTechnetogy -Feundations, Jalsimotion- & Communication-Techaology, Oroject tead the-Way Computer
Seience Essentials, Aroject Lead the Way lntreduction-le Computer Saienssand-Brajeet Lead the Way Inkraduction
0 EHgHEeeMNE - dnd afy OLReF COMBPULLE SULACBLBURRY,

“Digitakiedia- may ba decapted in ool the art requirenient darstudants.

1 The Collegie-and Career-Readiness course-is for seniars only, unleys 3 studantis graduating prioe-to-the student's
graduation-cohort—For-early praduatesthe.course may-be taught ducingthe sprag-semestar-afthe moryear
Covisesthataeetthicrequiremant-wil- Beddanuiied durnithe-2018-19 sehogh year.
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“Additional requitements_above the Traditional Diploma Option, the 28 Carnegie Units and the assessment
requirements include:
o Students-must ideniify an-endacsomentarea pror Lo entenng 9" grade -Eadosement raquramants<an-only
o Far varly release, students must mept-College o Caroer Readiness Benchia ks thal show studentsteatiend
pustsecondarywitheut cemediation ar demonstroteworkready requermerts
o__ Earn an overall GPA of 3.0
e Courses must meet MS IHL CPC recommended requirements
e  Earn national college readiness benchmarks on each subtest established by ACT of 18 in English and 22 in
Math eror on the SAT as defined by IHL
Mustsuccessfully complete one of the following:
= _ DOne AP course with a B or higher and take the appropriate AP exam
*  One Diploma Program 1B course with a C or higher and take the appropriate 1B exams

v __One dual credit course earning a rer-weighted B or higher in the course

e

e For early gradualion, a student should successfully complete an area of endorsement
e  Student should take a math or math equivalency senior year
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APPENDIX A-10

APPENDIX A-10
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

ALTERNATE DIPLOMA OPTION

NOTE: This option may be offered by districts for incoming ninth graders of 2018-2019 for students with
significant cognitive disabilities.

Only student. identfied by their Individualized Education Program Committee as having a significant cognitive
disability, as defined by the Testing Students with Disabilities Regulations and State Board Policy Chapter 78,
Rule 78 1, may be eligible to earn the Alternate Dipioma. Each student graduating from a secondary school
in an accredited school district with the Alternate Diploma wili_have earned the required credits as
specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course must include the core
objectives identified in the State Board approved Alternate Academic Achievement Standards, Course titles
and identification numbers must appear in the current edition of the Approved Courses for Secondary
Schools of Mississippi. (See 7 Miss. Admin. Code Pt 3, Ch. 28, R. 28.2, R. 28.3.) Students with significant
copnitive disabilities enrolled in grades 7 - 12 may be awarded a credit provided the course content is a
credit bearing course In the curcent edition of the Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools of

Mississippl Manual,

specified below and has achieved a score o3 {to be determined Jor higher Q_n_each of the required high schoal

allernate assessments s ehigible to receive an Alternate Diploma The local  scheol district may establish
additional local requirements aporoved by the local school board as authorized under Miss. Code Ann. § 37
16-7.

CURRICULUM AREA CREDITS REQUIRED SUBJECTS
ENGLISH a Alternate English 11V
T Alternate Math LIl
MATHEMATICS . Alternate M 1l
: Alternate Algebra
Alternate Biology
SCIENCE 3 Alternate Science Il
Alternate History
SOCIAL STUDIES 2
1AL STUDIE 2 Alternate Social Studies ‘
HEALTH A Alternate Health
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1L Physical Education
VOCATIONAL READINESS 42 Career ingss 1-1V
I ILLS D BMENT a4 Life Skills Development |-IV
THE ARTS 1
ELECTIVES 2

Mississippl Public School Accountabiity Standards, 2017
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APPENDIX A-10

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED | 24

Mississippi Public School Accountabiifly Stsndards, 2017
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APPENDIX A-10

APPENDIX A-10 {Continued)
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

ALTERNATE DIPLOMA OPTION
NOTE: This optlon may be offered by districts far incoming ninth graders of 2018-2019 for students with

significant cognitive disabilitles,

Llective units in physical education include participation in interscholastic athletic activities, band, performance
choral, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional raquirements specified In the Fitness through Physical
Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Actvities Association.

Z_E\;i_dgr!r;g_ of proficiency in technology 1s embedded in the course strands for both Career Readiness and Life Skills
Development 5o that students with significant cognitive disabilities may be taught these skills within the natural
environment assuring greater application and generalization of the skills

39_nly_g_ng__(lLeleclnvg_qu in physical education including participatian in interscholastic athletic activities, band,
performance choral, dance or JROTC that meet the instructional reguirements specified in the Fitness through
Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississiopl High School Activities Association may be
apglied each year to the minimum 24 required state units. If a local district has graduation requirements abave the

state reguirements, they may award additional cred)ts as outlined in the local Board policy
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APPENDIX A-1111

ALedtibieateol-Completion iy not a-high school-diploma-ar-an-Atecaste Biploma butrathersa-scknowledpement
ofthe child’s pacticipation in and-completion ot Autherlndividualized Education Program-HER}-Students eligible 19

o ihe studentwithandBR hgs-hoes unsuceassfubin-meeting therequirements of either the raditonal

Biploma gi the Alterpale-Diploma,and
s Studeat-with-an-lER-hasraached the manimum-age-olsemiceundertBiA which Wn-Misissipphisane 20-

Thestudent'sIER Committea detarmings the course ol study for the-Gertilicate-of Eompletion. Ateas-oHnstrietion
should-be-developed based-an-the-needs of thendinduatstuaent:

Al studait s-ore-sequicsd-to-participatain theMississipai-Adsessment Progran:
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REVISION OF STANDARD 14,
APPENDICES A AND G OF THE
MS PUBLIC SCHOOL
ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS,
2016

APA COMMENTS
July 20, 2017 — August 31, 2017




Ms PublicSchool | Revise Standard 14, 12 118 | 120
Accountability Standards, Appendices A and Requirements
2016 G: Graduation
requirements
12 118 130

R

ey

- L

| "Narraﬂuebfﬂulé! ;

raduatlon

Concerns

TOTAL COMMENTS
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REVISION OF MS PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2016

APA Comments Summary Chart

Role Nutmber of Commenters;
Superintendents/Conservators 10 -
Assistant Superintendents N
District School Board Members -

Teachers - 28
—Librarians/MEdia Specialists o 1 .
Federal Programs Directors N T -

Curriculum Directors F »
Special Education Directors 2

Principals o o 29

Assistant Principals = B
Vocational School Directors 1 ;
Other District Personnel B 11
Instructional Specialists/Academic Coaches 1

Advocacy Groups o =~

MDE Offices 7 » -

Citizens (Parents) 39

Unknown -

State Organizations - 6

TOTAL 130

Thirty (30) school districts were represented through the APA comments received.



From: Sarah Foster

Sent: Thursday, June 22, 2017 5:22 PM

To: Paula Vanderford <PAvVanderford @mdeki2.org>
Subject: 21'st Century Skills

Dr. Vanderford,

I know you have a lot on your plate right now, but I wanted to pass along
some input I received from our local interventionist at the high school. We
were talking about the proposed 21st Century Skills course, and she said
students were DESPERATE for study skills. She said the majority of her
students have never been taught how to study for tests. I don't know if this
would fall under critical thinking of Learning Skills, but it should really be
considered. Come to think of it, I don't think I was ever taught how to

study. LOL!
Please pass along if you feel it has merit.
Sincerely,

Sarah Foster
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From: Chasity Lane

To: Licensure
Subject: New Diploma Options

Date: Thursday, July 13, 2017 2:53:35 PM

I am writing to express my backing of the new proposed diploma options. As a mother of a child with Autism, my
biggest fear is that my child will not get to graduate and go on to college. Currently, he is a SPED self contained
classroom. My child is well capable of doing the work, he may just need to take a different route to get there. I'd like
to know that he has a different option other than a MOD track. The new proposed diploma option will give many
many special needs students the ability to go to college and continue their education. This will allow them to reach
their full, This proposal could have a huge impact on the lives of these children. 1 sincerely pray that this proposal

gets the attention and backing that it needs.

Sincerely,
Chasity Lane
Mother of a child with autism
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Fromu KAY Patterson

To: Leensure

Subject: Comments on new diploma requirenent
Date: Friday, July 14, 2017 4:13:12 AM

1 disagree with this new educational step for a diploma. 1 do therefore understand the reason it would be good for the
student. I disagree because it is to much for these students to be having to do to acquire a diploma. There is so much
now these children are having to do now and are already stressed out with new ways of learning as it is that have

been put in them with common core,

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Darrell Crum

Date: Thursday, July 20, 2017 at 11:43 AM

To: Carey Wright <CWright@mdek12.org>, Washington Cole <WCole@mdek12.org>, Rachael
Ellis <REllis@mdek12.org>, Deborah Ware <DWare@mdek12.org>

Ce: Cheryl Crum
Subject: RN

Dear MDE K12,

| just read the following:
Mississippi State Board of Education Proposes New Diploma Options to Expand College and

Career Opportunities for All Students

I commend these efforts but more work is needed because there are children currently in the
system that will not benefit from this work. My daughter | is one of the students

who will not benefit. She will be entering the [N 2t I s fall and | have

grave concerns for her ability to be self-sufficient later in life due to the occupational diploma
she’ll receive. So many {too many) employers require the traditional diploma to even be
considered for employment and that is a dream crusher for these kids. This will persist to
hinder them into and throughout adulthood unless “YOU” intervene. This is so extremely
important that it is worth repeating that if left in its current form it will affect |l
throughout her LIFETIME. These children have enough struggles in life and are overlooked both
socially and academically for the most part. Let’s not put lifelong obstacles in their way. Their
inability to compete academically within our traditional educational system should not hinder
their chances of employment. Their jobs will never be glamorous but they can be fulfilling and
allow them a sense of validation through being self-sufficient ~ Don’t hinder, but rather enable
this. As a parent and |Jlli] Father my heart goes out to [jjjjiijand all children who search to
just fit in on the fragile edges of society. Any efforts to not over-look these children already in
high school is greatly appreciated. We hope for a voice and pray for someone in MDE K12 to
champion these efforts and be the tip of the spear for these beautiful but forgotten kids. May

God Bless,

Darrell Crum
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From: Lundy Brantley [mailto:lbrantley@neshobacentral.com]
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2017 4:36 PM

To: Paula Vanderford <PAVanderford@mdek12.0rg>

Cc: John Bowen <jbowen@neshobacentral.com>

Subject: APA

Dr. Vanderford,

I hope you are doing well! I could not find the APA link for the grad options. Will you report my
comments?

¢ The CCR benchmarks should not be used to determine Senior leave. This will cost us a
large sum of money to be able to offer more classes. This is over-reach.

o Adding a CCR class as a Senior is the same scenario as listed above, While we are being
cut dollars, we are being asked to add classes.

» We need the 21 credit option back for our students.
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From: Mallk Perngll

To: Licensure
Subject: Reeding and Besic Math
Date: Monday, July 24, 2017 1:31:41 PM

There should be a program that makes sure that students with special needs know how to read
and do basic math by the time they complete high school. Many of the students that were on
the MOD track and exited high school are not able to read and comprehend a first grade level

passage.

Maybe a scripted reading and math program could help. Especially with the high turnover rate
of special education teachers. If a teacher left, maybe the new teacher can pick up where the

last teacher left off.

I'm pretty sure if you looked at the data of high school mild/moderate special needs students, it
will show that they cannot read well enough to complete a job application. This includes MOD
and some standard diploma track students. This is the main reason that the MOD program did
not work. How can you prepare students for jobs when they are not able to read the

applications that they are required to complete?

Please put something in place that will ensure that the students are able to read and perform
basic math before exiting high school. Maybe they can be required to take a reading and a
math class every year where they will be able to learn at their on pace until they are able to test

out at a least an 8th grade level.

If the students at least know how to read and perform basic math, it will be easier for them to
learn all of the other stuff.
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From: Dina Holland

To: Accreditation
Date: Thursday, July 27, 2017 2:05:45 PM

We have chewed on the, and hereis a list of our concerns:

Traditional diploma-career and college readiness-not all students are going to college-how will
that affect them? What does the 1 carnegie unit consist of? Is it a course-obviously we are a
bit confused about that. The traditional diploma, students lose the opportunity to take 2
additional units of electives. We do believe that a basic diploma is still necessary-21 carnegle
units. We are also genuinely concerned with resource students who do not earn a traditional
diploma and do not qualify for an alternate diploma will be left out of the graduation process.
Some resource students are not capable of obtaining a traditional diploma, unfortunately.

No issues with the alternate diploma

Career and Technical-limited spots for students-same question-what is the career and college

readiness credit?

Academic endorsement-with career and college readiness having to occur within one
semester of graduation-need explanation on that

Geography not required for any diploma? We believe that it is an important part to a
student's course of study.

Dina Holland
St. Martin High School, principal

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From; Billy B Jones

To: Asceegditation

Ce: Tomauy Parker; Sharon Grasha
Subject: Feedback on Graduation Options
Date: Thursday, July 27, 2017 9:15:46 AM
Dear MDE,

In reviewing the proposed diploma options for Mississippi Public Schools | would like to express my
concern about items being included that are not under the direct authority of the local school
district to control. This is relation to having students be required to do one of the following for the
Academic and the Distinguished Academic Diplomas, respectively:

Must successfully complete one of the following:

- One AP course and take the appropriate AP exam

- One IB course and take the appropriate IB exams

- One dual credit course with a non-weighted C or higher in the course
Must successfully complete one of the following:

- One AP course and take the appropriate AP exam

-One IB course and take the appropriate 1B exams

- One dual credit course with a non-weighted B or higher

This appears to create the same conundrum that we have in the accountability system with the
acceleration piece being tied to AP exams or Dual Credit. We should not require as a part of
Muississippi Public Education — anything, diploma-wise or accountability-wise, that will require a cost
to the student or that is related to a student’s ability to pay. In this case, there is a cost for taking AP
exams, and a cost for students to take a Dual Credit course. There is great variation on this cost
depending where a student lives. This is not fair and 1 believe that it goes against the spirit of what is
meant by a Free and Appropriate Public Education. We have been saying that this would be
remedied, but | have been hearing this argument for many years now.

Last, | am also concerned with the requirement of having children that have exhausted all other
options for the traditional diploma and then move on to earn a Certificate of Completion having to
remain in school until they are age 20, regardiess of the circumstances. This policy could seem to
promote retention of students in the earlier grades. Of the many interventions that we utilize in
schaoling, “Retention” is one of the few that we continue to promote and utilize that has yet to
show anything but a negative impact on student achievement and/or school completion.

Thank you for your consideration and all that you do to help support our kids being successful.
Respectfully,
BR Jones, PhD

Supervising Principal
South Jones High Schootl

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed. This message contains canfidential information and is intended only for the individual
named. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail, Please notify

the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

If you are not the Intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in
reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.
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From: Clemmons, Meredith M

Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 9:01 AM
Ta: Accreditation <accred@mdek12.org>
Subject: Diploma options

I am the mother of a child with a 504 Plan at school. He qualifies for the 504 because of a seizure
disorder he has had at birth. Despite multiple seizure medications-continues to have break-
through and reflex seizures at school. The actual seizures are usually brief but have potential to be
longer in duration. The post ictal phase after a seizure can include lethargy, mild canfusion, nausea and
even mild agitation.- also experiences Todd's Palsy after some seizure, which leaves his
extremities temporarily paralyzed. This interferes with his ability to get schoolwork done in a timely
fashion at times. While there are interventions written into his 504 to allow extra time for work
completion, the two current graduation option options do not meet- needs. He is a child that
has significant challenges at times, but he is a child who has a chance to attend junior college and

become a productive citizen.

The diploma track has requirements that would be impossible for- to complete because of his
challenges. The certificate track can alleviate some of those challenges but would not allow for any
higher education without the completion of a GED. The certificate option would cancel out all hard work
done in high school; none of it would be recognized without a GED. | am looking for a third graduation
option that would count as a diploma with necessary adjustments for those kids who suffer from a
disability or medical condition. My child Is one who can complete his work and be successful in the
classroom with lots of extra time and assistance from teachers and parents.- has been and can
be successful, and as parents we are committed to his success. It is my hope that his State will be willing
to invest in his future by allowing options that are feasible for a graduation that will contribute to his

future.
Respectfully,

Meredith Clemmons

Meredith Clemmons, LCSW, CCM | Optum
Manager, Medical & Clinical Operations-M$
Population Health Management

T 952.687.3980

796 Woodlands Parkway, Suite 301
Ridgeland, MS 39157

meredith.clemmons@optum.com

#TeamTammy

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended
recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately
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From: Latasha Reddick

To: Accreditation
Subject: Traditional Diplomas for kids with Disabifities

Date: Thursday, August 03, 2017 2:58:40 PM

Good evening! I am the proud parent of two JPS students. One of my children has a disability called Sotos
Syndrome which effects cognitive skills. For the most part, she is very functional. She is a hard worker, very
respectful, and at times, shy. Currently, she has a 504 plan, Often, I have to remind her that she is normal like her
peers (even when she's bullied by them). I think kids with disabilities should not be overlooked when geitlng a
traditional diploma. In some cases, teachers may have been bombarded with meetings and paperwork, which
unintentionally causes them 1o not give a struggling student extra teaching time. This past school year, ] found
myself tutoring my child 3-4hrs daily once school was out. This made both of us tired. My child didn't get a 504
plan until a couple of weeks before school got out. No one from the exceptional ed department would give me a call
back after I was told to bring more information back. ] wrestled with visits and calls since September of 2016. Now,
finally, my child has accommodations that will be given. As a tenth grader, I pray she is given ail the help she needs
because she has the potential to be great like any other student. Although her reading is great, she struggles a little
with comprehension and greatly in algebra. However, she has made great growth, especially since I've had a few
appointments with the 9th grade principal and her English teacher. There's no limit in what a child can do when
great people encourage and scek the best! I wholeheartedly propose that students with disabilities be given a chance
to earn a traditional diploma. This will boost the confidence and self esteem of those students. They, too, deserve to

be rewarded for their dedication to an education.

Proud parent,
Latasha Smith
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Moralgne, Ray

To: Accreditation; Paula Vandedord
Subject: Diploma Options

Date: Friday, August 04, 2017 12:22:04 PM

Dr, Malone & Dr. Vanderford

Thank you for the work that has been done on the different diploma options. After meeting with
our staff here in the district and also meeting with our board at MASA, | wanted to share many of
the concerns that | and others have. First, | have financial concerns as this appears to be an
unfunded mandate. | say this because it requires all high schools to offer a new course, potentially
add additional staff, and so forth. To require a new course means we are going to be taking kids out
of another subject and putting them in a new college and career readiness class, with not much of a
framework developed. | would think each class already should be helping kids reach college and
career readiness. However, the big one is no work release for seniors that have not met the
College/Career Ready benchmarks. While this is very well intentioned, there are some major flaws.
First, as you both know, only around 11% of our students in MS meet all four benchmarks. So, think
about how many senjors are not going to have work release and the number of classes that will be
added at each high school. Thus the additional teacher units/unfunded mandate. Next, | really am
concerned abaut our kids that have to work to help their families make ends meet. The concern is
some of them will just drop out if they are not allowed a work release. | also strongly believe that
this should be a local board decision. Quite frankly, working a job is career training. Next, for our
struggling kids that are working, the 21 credit local option diploma has been very helpful in certain
situations. We have been able to keep some of our over age children coming up from Junior High in
school by having them on this track. Basically, when they realize there is a chance that they can
finish in three years and graduate closer to their appropriate class, they are more likely to not
dropout, This has been a viable option by having the 21 credit local option. Again, | worry about
unintended consequences. Next are the small ones. Many districts already have diploma
endorsements with honors, special honors, Mississippi scholars, etc. | really don’t understand the
need to have all of these different state endorsements. Next, it does not say what a capstone
experience is for the distinguished academic endorsement. Again, doing a senior project or
whatever is a local decision. Next, | disagree with requiring a non-weighted C or higher grade in
College Dual Credit Courses to meet the Academic Endorsement diploma, yet not requiring the same
non-weighted C or higher for AP or IB courses. The same non-weighted discrepancy is found in the
Distinguished Academic Endorsement. | believe this is not really fair. Once again, districts have
already developed graduating with honors, distinguished grads, etc. | figure individual colleges set
their own distinguished diplomas as well. Again, [ see state overreach.

I just wanted to point out that there are still a good bit of questions and concerns out there right
now on this particular proposal. Also, we have gone to road shows on these proposals for the past
two years, given feedback, and we continue to see much of the same stuff being proposed so | figure
itis not changing a whole lot. Now, all of this rant to say, we will roll with whatever comes down
and do it with a smile. Please just consider the unintended consequences that some of these things
can have on children and school districts. We are excited about the alternate diploma option for our
severely profound students that is proposed and appreciate the work that has been done. Thank
you for the efforts that you guys give each day in trying to continue to move our state forward.
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Thanks,

Raymond C. Morgigno, Ph.D.
Superintend, Pearl Public School District
{(601) 932-7916
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From: Katina Hill
To: Accreditation
Date: Monday, August 07, 2017 2:16:33 PM

I DO NOT like the new law about special education students that have went twelve years with
their classmates not being allowed to walk in the graduation with their peers. This is the class
that they are a part of. I believe it should be a choice for them to walk with their peers and

come back the following year until the age of 21.
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From: Suzanne Wooley [mailto:wooleys@stippah.k12.ms.us}
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 12:.57 PM

To: Accreditation <accred@mdek12.org>

Subject: Proposed diploma options

To whom it may concern:

1 would like to voice my opinion regarding the new proposed diploma options, as it pertains to
special education students. 1will have to say this was very shocking information to me, as a
special education teacher and as a friend to many individuals with special needs. 1 am blessed
with very healthy children, but can't imagine in the event that something should happen to them
to render them with special challenges that might require special education that they would not
be allowed to participate in a graduation ceremony with the rest of their peers they have been
with since kindergarten, but would only be awarded a certificate once they have "aged out". 1
think this is very heartbreaking and should NOT happen to young people who have quite
possibly had to fight their ENTIRE lives to be successful!

mine who has Down Syndrome. was born when I was 8 years old (I am now 45 years
old). Becausc our parents were good friends, my younger brother and 1 spent a lot of time with
We still refer to him as our "other brother". attended a different public school than the
one my brother and | attended, but because our families were so close, we were well aware of
daily life. [Jfwent through school with a phenomenal group of "kids" who loved him,
protected him, encouraged him, and helped him succeed. One of the proudest moments of our
lives was the night we got to see Fwalk across that stage and receive his diploma with the
peers he had loved and had been loved by for 13 years. Those "kids" would not have been any
more proud had he been a movie star. 1 dare say (here was not a dry ¢ye in that building. 1 feel
as if those "kids", as well as my brother and I, were changed people because of and his place
in our hearts and in our lives. To think that young people would be robbed of the opportunity to
see "special” students grow and learn, and to be a vital part of that growth greatly saddens me. It
also saddens me to think that we, as adults would say to these same young people that their
"special” peers are not important enough to be on that stage with them on one of the greatest
nights of their lives. I hope we, as adults, will provide a better example of compassion, love, and
doing what is right than keeping these students from receiving a certificate until they have "aged
out". Please, think of this as your friend, or as your child, just as | am, and make the right choice
for these students. Each and every one of them is someone's '] "..someone's whole world! 1
believe graduation night would hold a lot of heartache for parents, students, peers, and the whole
community should a special needs child not be allowed to graduate with his/her "class", their

friends and protectors for 13 years!

| would love to also give an cxamilc of a young man namecF who is a very good friend of

I would also love to brag on and say he is a HIGHLY successful young man who has a part-
time job and brings joy and love to each and every person he meets! He is who he is today
because of God's wonderful grace, a fantastic family, and the BEST friends from his childhood,
who STILL love him, check in on him, and encourage him! It just doesn't get any better than

that!
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read these words from my heart! If 1 can be of any
further assistance, please feel free to contact me at any time!

Sincerely,

Suzanne Woole
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From: Qitlard, Susan

To: Accaeditation
Subject: Graduation Options
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 10:35:27 AM

I'm concerned about the requirement of an AP Class/exam or DC Course to graduate with the Distinguished
Diploma. {'m not sure we can require students to pay for the AP exam or DC Course in order to receive a Diploma
unless the State is going to fund these requirements. There are students who will have difficulty paying for these
options and they shouldn't be reduced to a Traditional Diploma based on their finances. Thanks for your

consideration!

Susan Dillard, MEd, NCC, NCSC

Saltillo High School
Counselor

(662) 869-5466

Confidentlality Disclaimer

The foragoing electronic message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are
intended only for the use of the intended recipient named above. This communication may
contain material protected by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). If you are
not the intended recipient, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this message is strictly
prohibited. If you received this electronic message in error, please notify us Inmediately at 662-

869-5466.
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From: Leslie Horton [mailto:leslie.horton@copiah.ms]

Sent: Saturday, August 12, 2017 7:46 PM

To: Accreditation <accred@mdek12.org>

Subject: Comments on Proposed Graduation Requirements and Other Topics

Greetings,

1. Please do not eliminate the World Geography requirement.
Our students need to know about the world beyond the USA.

2. Please add a fourth science and require chemistry or physics.
a) Jobs are plentiful in the STEM fields. (The S stands for science.)
b) Our students need to know about more than the biological sciences.

3. Please shorten the school year for successful students.
a) Test scores were higher on the sixties and seventies when students only went to school

160 days.
b) Students who are deficient could come to school for remediation in August and stay later

in May,
c) Some teachers could be paid ex tra to come in August and stay in May to work with these

students.
d) All teachers would get a "raise" since they would work fewer days for the same pay.

€) More college graduates would be attracted to the teaching profession.
f) Students who had succeeded at their "job" would get a longer summer.

4. Please reconsider "inclusion" for students with disruptive behaviors.
a) These behaviors destroy the learning environment.
b) They are an infringement on the rights of other students in the class.
c) Students who will not remain in the classroom under the supervision of a teacher are

endangered.

Thank you for your work,

Dr. Les lie Horton

Copiah County School District
Crystal Springs High School
201 Newton Street

Crystal Springs, MS 39059
601-892-4791

leslie.horton(@copiah.ms

*** This Email was sent by an educator at Crystal Springs High School in Copiah County
School District.



From: Bayd, Susan

To: Accreditalion
Subject: Proposed Graduation Options Feedback

Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 7:51:44 AM

To Whom it May Concern:

| am troubled and bothered by the Proposed Diploma and Graduation Requirements as proposed
by the offices of Secondary Education and Special Education. In my experience as an educator
and as a leader in my district, | believe this revision will negatively impact all of our students in
Mississippi public schools. While | understand the goal of the proposed revisions is to “ensure
that the majority of students with disabilities earn a traditional diploma” | do not believe these
changes will have the desired outcome. | believe that these revisions do not expand the
opportunities for our students with disabilities rather limit them.

According to the vision statement of the Mississippi Board of Education, we as educators are
“to create a world-class educational system that gives students the knowledge and skills to be
successful in college and the workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens”. In order to
achieve this vision we must provide an educational system to which all students have access.
'tis unbearable to watch the repeated failures of a fourteen year-old student on a first grade
level struggle and work with all of her might in a secondary math classraom. By eliminating
other graduation options and forcing this student in a one-and-only structure our educational
system is not giving that “student the knowledge and skills to be successful” rather we are the
cause for her fallure. And, because the teachers of Mississippi work tirelessly to support the
needs of all of their students, | fear that the quality and rigor of instruction will be lessened as
a whole in order to support, accommaodate, and encourage struggling learners. Thus, our
students without disabilities will not be appropriately challenged nor encouraged to grow in
their knowledge. If we are to prepare students to be successful in college and the workforce
then we should equip each student with an appropriate education with which every child can

succeed.

In light of the needs of our students | ask that the Proposed Diploma and Graduation
Requirements be rejected.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Susan Boyd
District Math Coach
Pearl Public Schoo! District
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August 14, 2017

To Whom [t May Concern:

After reviewing the State’s proposals for students concerning the issuing work releases, | felt compelled to
speak out on behalf of our students. | feel our school, Southaven High School, is a snapshot of a lot of
suburban schools across the country. We are almost split down the middle as far as demographics, and we
have a large proportion of Hispanic students as well. My concerns about the new policy are stated below,
and they are from real conversations with students that have attended or are currently attending our school.

Some of our students need to work to provide for their families. | have had countless conversations with
students in which they tell me a parent has been laid off, cannot find a job, or simply refuses to work, and
they (the high school student) are the only person currently earning a paycheck in the household.
Moreover, students often work to save money for college. | can easily identify with these students, as | had
to save money throughout high school to pay for my higher education as well. Additionally, many students
have to use this time to care for and tend to younger siblings. They blend their schedule at school with a
parent's work schedule to watch a toddler or baby because the family cannot afford daycare. If these new
policies are implemented, | am afraid it will force a junior or senior to choose between working to help the
family or being able to watch a brother and sister, and staying in school.

Furthermore, | know of many students who use this time to seek out remediation for state assessments and
tutoring in classes they are currently struggling in. | have seen this amongst our highest achievers,
students taking Advanced Placement or Dual Credit classes, and those need additional time with their
teacher to grasp concepts or score well on AP assessments. Likewise, | have seen students use this time
for tutoring or auditing a class, especially in our classes in which the students still needs to pass a state
assessment in order to graduate. You eliminate a student's ability to have these opportunities with this new

policy.

Lastly, | worry about the effects on extra-curricular activities this would cause. More often than not, clubs,
sports, band, etc. keep students in school. Again, | am afraid this will force students to choose between
these activities and working. | know, and | think you will agree, we will lose students if these extra-
curriculars are no langer a possibility for them.

As a principal of a large high school in the state, often times | am forced to rethink decisions | have made
after seeing the real life consequences my decision caused on our student body. | am afraid that the
unintended consequences of this new policy may affect students in a real way. | am afraid it will actually do
more to hurt our graduation rate than it will help. When 21% century students are forced to choose between
helping their family by working or watching a sibling, and school, | think the family will win more often than
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not. Furthermore, if you take a student's sport or extra-curricular activity away from a student, these were
often the activities that were keeping the student in school to begin with. | ask you to reconsider this policy
that | know was drafted with good intentions, before it causes real life damage to students and schools that |
know Is not intended.

Sincerely,

Shane Jones
Principal
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From: Thomas Knight

To: Augreditation
Subject: New Diploma Types

Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 5:01:09 PM

1 think that doing away with the occupational diploma does a great disservice to the children that have been in self
contained special education classes. Unfortunately these children lack the skills necessary to function successfully in
an academic classroom. 1 am currently witnessing firsthand the frustration of three of my students that have been
thrust into an environment that they they are totally unprepared for. One of these students was in my classes last
year, hawever, he did not receive a grade. He was just about to the point of tears today trying to complete a simple
worksheet. Even after several attempts to help him understand the process necessary to complete the work he still is
writing answers at random that have no context to the assigned task. In my opinion it is completely unfair to subject

him to this sort of stress two years in a row.
Thomas Knight

TK
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From: Tumer. Glnoy

To: Accreditation
Subject: Proposed Graduation Requirements

Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 10:09:39 AM

Good morningl

I am a schoal counselor at a high school and | am writing to express my concerns with the proposed
graduation options that would begin the 2018-2019 school year. Most of this information would be my
responsibility to keep current for students and parents. Let me start by saying this proposal raised a
good number of questions.

Is the Career Pathway Diploma (21 credits with 4 CTE credits) still going to be a graduation option?

Are current students 9-11 going to be expected to add an endorsement for the 2018-2019 school year?
Or can they fall under current graduation requirements?

Who will be expected to teach the College and Career Readiness course? Will those teachers be
required to have that endorsement on their educator ticense?

Since the College and Career Readiness course has be taken within one semester of graduation, how
are the larger schools (5A and 6A) going to be able to handle this load of students?

Since the endorsement has to be selected prior to entering 9th grade, will middle school and junior
high schools be penalized for students who did not select an endarsement?

If the students does not select an endorsement prior to 9th grade, will they be allowed to select one
after entering 9th grade (since endorsements can be changed with parental permission)?

Is there going to be a timit on how many times an endorsement can be changed? Does this change need
to be required at a certain time of year? There is not easy way to keep up with constant endorsement
changes if you work at a larger school.

Is there a difference between early release and early graduation?

Are ALL regular education students required to have an endorsement or is the endorsement optional?

Is the 2.5 overall GPA only required if your choose to graduate with an endorsement?

What happens if a student does not earn a 2.5 overall GPA? Does that student not graduate? Or would
they remove their endorsement?

For student athletes, the NCAA requires a 2.3 overall GPA for a full qualifier at a division | school,
which is lower than the 2.5 overall GPA proposed for the endorsements. If we are talking IHL
requirements, which NCAA follows, why is the graduation GPA higher than the full qualifier eligibility

requirement GPA for NCAA?

This proposal is supposed to help increase the graduation rate and give special education students an
opportunity to graduate with a traditional diploma. Most of our specfal education students would want
to choose the CTE endorsement in order to participate in vocational classes, but most will never be
able to reach the 2.5 GPA graduation requirement. How will this help graduation rates if students are

unable to meet the GPA requirement?
What is a Career-Pathway experience and how is it different than the CTE classes?

If the student chose to take a CTE dual credit class, will that class count for one of the 4 required
credits?

Who will be expected to pay for the credentialing exam for CTE endorsement students or the dual
credit course if the student were to choose one of these options?
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Can students participate in required endorsement classes if they do not fall under that endorsement?

For the academic and distinguished endorsements, students must either take and pass one AP course
and take the appropriate AP exam, one IB course and take the appropriate I1B exams, or one dual credit
course earning a non-weighted C or higher. Who will be expected to pay for the AP exams, the 1B
exams, or the dual credit course? What if students cannot afford any of these options? Will they just
not be eligible for this endorsements based on their inability to pay for one of these options?

For the alternate diploma option for students with SCD, the alternate courses were
considered courses for MOD (Employment English, Life Skills Science, Employment
Math, etc). Will the courses for this new option be similar to these current courses
taught by an MOD teacher?

As you can see, there is much to be clarified before this new graduation option
should be put into place. Please consider all parties involved, including faculty and
staff like school counselors. Counselors are overloaded as it is, then to add more to
keep up with will not help the situation. Not to mention, some of our regular
education students will never be able to meet the overall 2.5 GPA requirement. |
can only see this option as a negative option, based on what little information we

have about it,

Respectfully,

Ginny Turner, MS, NCC

Saltillo High School

School Counselor for:

10th Grade K - Z and 11th Grade
Phone: (662) 869 - 5466

Fax: (662) 869 - 7229

Confidentiality Disclaimer

The foregoing electronic message and any files transmilted with it are confidential and are intended only for the use of the
intended recipient nemed above. This communication may contain materlal protected by the Famlly Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA). if you are not the intended recipient, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this message ia
strictly prohibited. If you received this elactronic message In error, please notify us immediately at 662-841.9144.
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From: Quk, Michile

To: Qccreditation
Subject: Graduation Options Comment

Data: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 4:04:05 PM

| am very concerned about the proposed graduation options that are currently being looked
at. There is an entire population of students being left out of consideration. A good portion of
the students receiving services are significantly behind in reading and math skills. This group
of student also struggle with completing things in the time frame given by regular teachers.
Students in this gap group are higher functioning than SCD students but not capable of
regular classes. However, these gap students are capable of becoming produgtive citizens,
getting jobs and contributing to society. By ignoring this group of students we are setting
them up for failure, increasing our drop out rate and offering them nothing for all the years
they stayed in school. By not giving them something they can use to become productive
citizens, we wil! be increasing the number of people in the state of Mississippl on Welfare
because these students wont even be able to get a job without a diploma. The MOD program
wasn't perfect but it was an option. Now we have no options for this group of students.

Michelle Duke
Special Education Teacher

Pearl Junior High
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From: Lesfie Hand

To: Accrediation
Subject: Occupational Diploma

Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 7:37:44 AM

As a former Occupational Diploma English teacher 1 am glad to see our state move to adopt new tracks for our
students. The occupationa) diploma is not accepted into trade schools or junior colleges; it is little more than a
certificate of completion. Many of the students 1 taught made the mistake of deciding to take the occupational
diploma route rather than repeating classes or because they did not want to work as hard. 1 am hopeful that the new
options will open up more doors for Mississippi's students with 1.E.P.'s, as well as other students that may struggle

but did not have special services.

Thank you,

Leslie Hand

Leslie W. Hand

West Jones High School

9th & 10th Inclusion

Dyslexia Therapist

254 Springhill Road, Laurel, MS 39443
school # - 601.729.8144/ fax # - 601,729.8148
Iweraft@jones k12.ms.us
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From: Ruth Jipkirl

To: Actraditation
Subject: New Diploma Option

Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 11:53:16 AM

Good morning. | amin support for the new diploma options for all. | am working with
Libraries and Autism We're Connected in Eudora Welty Library. | am working with all ages and
doing everything from providing resources, literacy, transition, transaction, reinforcing IEP's
and implementing parents and caregivers desires. | am working with children, young adults
and adults with autism and other disabilities that are very intelligent (in different area of their
ability and intellectual ), if given that option they would had been employed in technology or
other advance areas of their ability and intelligent. | am seeing break through in my program
at the library with all ages. Giving that option will increase their desire to look for the goal of
better employment and better advancement in life. It will encourage them to have the desire
of putting more effort In all that they will be doing; because there will be a better light at the
end the tunnel. Seeing the break through in our program within the library

system encouraged me to earn my certification in autism (so that | can be more equip in
assisting them). | had been working with children with special needs for the last 16 years, but

the last 3 years has been directly with all population that have autism and other special needs.

Thank you in advance.
Ruth Jinkiri
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From: Linsley Jones

To: Acgreditation
Subject: graduation options

Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 1:11:22 PM

If you scan the overview of the plan, it appears to be an improvement; however, | know from
deeper reading this plan would not be an improvement for those with |EPs. The IDEA of No
Child Left Behind and similar programs is not a bad idea. Unfortunately, how these programs
are implemented is beyond anything | could ever imagine. The government, most of who have
never worked a day as a teacher, much less a special education teacher, decides students with
learning disabilities should be able to perform as their peers. What is INSANE to me is the
definition of learning disabilities would allow anyone with any understanding above an 8th
grade level to see that asking a student to with this disability to perform at the same level of
his or her peers is only setting this child up for failure. Would you allow me to perform open
heart surgery on you? | hope the answer is NO because | am not competent enough to do so,
nor do | have the mental knowledge and understanding that would enable me to perform this
task. Although | am bright, ranked in the top ten percent of my graduating class, graduated
college with distinguished honors, and earned my masters degree while maintaining a 4.0, |
would not be able to complete medical school because | truly believe | am not

intelligent enough to understand the material and perform the actions required of me, and |
almost faint at the sight of a needle. These two issues stem from the way my BRAIN
FUNCTIONS. | might want to be a heart surgeon with every part of my soul, but due to my
brain's ability, | will never be able have that title. Aithough this may seem like a stretch, the
example I'm giving you is how a child with a learning disability feels when told they must pass
tests, classes, graduation exams, etc. which are on at least an 11th grade level. Can you
imagine the stress and embarrassment teenagers who understand no more thanan 8 or 9
year old feel when placed in classes with kids their age and expected to perform the same as
their peers? YOUR PLAN REQUIRING THESE STUDENTS TO SIT IN ALL COURSES AND TAKE ALL
EXAMS IS NOT ONLY RIDICULOUS, IT IS HEARTBREAKING FOR THOSE CHILDREN BECAUSE THEY
WILL NEVER EXPERIENCE SUCCESS OUTSIDE OF THE LEVEL AT WHICH THEIR BRAIN

FUNCTIONS.
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From: Ehillin Solkov

To: Accreditation
Subject: Diploma change comments

Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 12:36:27 PM

We are fairly recent transplants to Mississippi and after our child started school he was
diagnosed with high functioning autism. I am deeply concerned by Mississippi's current
diploma system with the notion that there is a high chance my child would be forced to get a
diploma that would essentially be worthless to him for trying to go to college or getting a good
job. Our child may not be the fastest at learning certain subjects, but in no way is he not
capable and should not get held back in life because of Mississippi's current way of doing
things. I am glad to hear about the proposed diploma changes. However, if this does not pass
and something doesn't change, as a resident who lives in Desoto County, [ will make the
decision to move my family to the TN side in order for my child to have a better chance in life

post graduation.
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From: Miller, Laura

Tot Accreditation
Subject: Diplama changes

Date: Friday, August 18, 2017 12:01:19 PM

Hello} I am an educator in Madison County Schools, and | do not agree with the proposed changes
to our current diploma system. Specifically, | do not agree with the elimination of the MOD
category. Most students in our MOD program will NOT be able to succeed in the regular classroom;
moreover, they will NOT be able to secure passing scores on the SATP tests (or the alternative
methods) in order to graduate. As a result, these students will not receive a diploma. | understand
that the MOD certification is not a diploma, but these students learn valuable skills in a setting that
allows them to be successful; they can then earn employment based on this certification. IF they are
required to enrall in regular classes, they will not be successful and will not have a diploma, the lack

of which will probably preclude gainful employment.

Again, please reconsider the elimination of the MOD program; certain students NEED this program
in order to be successful.

Laura Miller, NBCT
Madison Central High School
Madison, MS

Acc Eng II

Mentoring

PSAT
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Augusr 18, 2017

Dt. Jo Ann Malone, Director

Office of Accreditation

Mississippi Depattment of Education
Post Office Box 771

Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0771

Re: Proposcd Revisions to Standard 14, Appendix A and Appeudix G (Graduation Requirements)

Dr. Malone,

I am writing in regard to the proposed graduation requirements to begin with the 2018-2019 school yeat.
Out team has reviewed the proposed endorsement options, and we have the following concerns and/ot

questions:

1. The proposal includes limitations to students eligible for eatly rclease. In the “Standards Edits”
document, for all proposed diplomas (traditional and endorsements) footnote 12 has identical
language as follows: V'or early refease, students must meet College or Carser Readiness Benchmarks that allow
staudents 1o aitend postsecondary without rewediation oy denmnsirole work ready requirenents. Please clarify if
the required benchmatks refer to the ACT CCR Benchmarks (English: 18, Math: 22, Reading:
22, Science: 23) ot the MS THL and Community college readiness benchmatks (English: 17 and

Math: 19).

2. The footnote related to Technology reads as follows: The jollowing courser et the Carnggre unit
requirement for Technology and Congputer Sczence: [CT IT (Infarmation & Conerrunication Technology 1),
STEM (Science, Technology, Elngineering, & Matbemativs), Keystone, Technology Foundanions, Information &
Commnaisation Technology, Project Lead the Way Compriter Science Essentials, Project Lead the Way
Introduction to Compnter Seience and Project Lead the Way ntroduction lo Engincering, and any vther compnier
suienee conrses. Given that the named courses are all taught in the ninth grade or lower, students
transferring in tenth grade ot highet ate limited it coutse opportunities. Districts need additonal
flexibility and/ ot state-apptroved online opportunities to assist upper-level students who transfer
and nced the credits.

3. The proposed Appendix A-6 for Traditional Diploma includes the following text: Auy student who
completes the vrinimnsy graduation requirements as specified befow and bas el e roquirements for each of the
required bigh school assesiments is oligible fo reveire a bigh shool diploma. The local sehoo! district may extablish

Dr. Sue Townsend
Superintendent of Edycation
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additional focal requivemients approved by the local sehool bourd us anthorézed under Miss. Code Ann, § 37-16-
7. This statement seems to be contradicted later in the same Appendix A-6 by Footnote 12:
Students wrnist sdentify an endorsement area preor Yo entering 9" yrade. Endorsenent requirements can onty be
chunged with parental permission. Please clarify that students are not required to declare an
endorsement above a Traditional Diploma, Further please clarify that students who may not
successfully complete the identified endorsement will still be eligible to teceive a Traditional
Diploma, provided the student meets the minimum requitements for a Traditional Diploma.

4. Please reconsider the GPA requirement for the Career and Technical Endorsement. Some
students will struggle to attain a 2.5 GPA, but still meet all other qualifications. We believe
students who eet the rigors of the other noted CTF endorsement requirements should be
recognized regardless of their overall GPA.

5. Given the costs related to all the additional requirements, will funding be available to support the
efforts? Specifically, will the statc ot other grant sources provide the ACT WorkIKeys?

6. In Appendix A-7 and Appendix A-9, [ootnote 12, both reference “non-weighted” grades for
dual credit. Given the variance across districts in weighting procedures, how will the state ensure
that the non-weighted grades are used? Further, the district and school accountability model
does not include the same language. Currently, MSIS and school packages do not have a
mechanism to track both weighted and non-weighted gradcs, which could lead to the appearance

of inconsistency in school records.

7. The existing standard diploma, as outlined in Appendix A-2, requires four credits for English,
mathematics, science, and soctal studies. However, the proposed Traditional Diploma requires
only three credits for science and thiee and a half credits for social studies, removing the
geography requitement. What is the logic behind reducing requitements in the four core content

arcas?
Thank you for your wotk in the effott to raise standards for Mississippi’s students and for the

opportunity to provide input into the proposed revisions.

Simeerely, ;
o %

.,.-/ /1 RO s L »»_'j"/
- bR/M’(- () ren—

Sue Townsend, Ph. D.
Supetintendent of Education
Rankin County School District

Di. Sue Townsend
Superintendent of Education
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From: Laura Cameron

To: Accreditation
Subject: New Graduation Requirements

Date: Monday, August 21, 2017 8:08:57 AM

I am so deeply disturbed by the new diploma options. I have been a CTE Counselor for over
25 years and [ have seen so many new initiatives come and go. 1 understand that in a perfect
world ALL students would graduate and become productive citizens. Unfortunately we do not
live in a perfect world. It is completely unrealistic, in my opinion, to believe that the majority
of special education students can graduate with a traditional high school diploma. We at the
career and technical education level have been penalized every year because of students being
on a diploma track when they come to us but are switched back to a certificate of completion
track during the last semester of their senior year because they are unable to pass the subject
area tests. Since they are on a diploma track during their time at my center I must test them on
the MSCPAS. The majority do not pass it. This puts my programs in immediate program
improval status because it hits us on the graduation component and the state assessment
component. The 21 credit career pathway diploma, if used correctly, was a huge asset to those
students who wished to go on to a CTE program after graduation. Used incorrectly it just
allowed a bunch of students who failed too many classes to graduate with their peers. We
operate three small schools in this district and our students often have a difficult time
obtaining a schedule that allows them to enroll in a CTE program. Adding additional credits at
the high school level and requiring a certain GPA to obtain the CTE pathway diploma is
basically going to ensure that those students who truly would benefit from learning a skill are
going to be unable to. I wish a group of people who was still "in the trenches" would make
these kind of decisions. If you haven't been in CTE, SPED, or the regular classroom in the
past 5 years then it's impossible for you to understand how things have changed. Maybe the
larger districts would benefit from these graduation requirement changes but the smaller
districts are having one more nail driven into their coffin.

Laura U. Cameron Ed.S., NCC, NCSC
Counselor

Covington County CTE Complex

P.O. Box 1268

Collins, MS 39428

Phone: (601) 765-8253

Fax: (601) 765-9120
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From: Suzanne Kelly:

To:

Subject: Re; Comments on Graduation Options
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 2:45:25 PM

I apologize for the typographical errors in my first email. Below is the corrected
version of the comments [ would like to submit in reference to the proposed
changes in the Mississippi Diploma options. The current Graduation Pathway
options positively impacted the graduation rate for many Mississippi schools
over the past several years as is the case with Forrest County Agricultural High
School. [ strongly believe the increase in the graduation rate is a direct result of
efforts to decrease the number of student dropouts. Our efforts to assist at-risk
students on our campus by offering them the current graduation pathway
District Option or Career Pathway Option were crucial in many students’
decisions to stay in school. Both of these options currently require a minimum of
21 credits for a high school diploma. Also, Farrest County AHS was recognized
with the highest percentage of Special Education students completing high
school with a high school diploma during the 2016 school year. Many of our at-
risk Special Education students were also able to accomplish earning a high
school diploma using the 21 credit options that best fit their situation. The
current proposed Mississippi Diploma options have taken these options away
from districts and [ strongly believe we will see a decrease in the graduation rate
and increase in the dropout rate once again if the proposed options are
implemented this year. As for the CTE Endorsement, I have several concerns: 1.
The requirement for an overall 2.5 GPA is not friendly to students who struggle
academically but may excel in a hands-on CTE program. Also, will there be a
potential for CTE programs to be penalized for accepting students with a GPA of
2.4 or below knowing in advance that the student may not be able to earn the
CTE Endorsement? 2. The ACT WorkKeys is not offered on our school campus.
Where will the resources come from to administer this test and will it be required
by all CTE students? 3. The credit requirements increased from 21 to 26 along
with adding additional required academic courses for the CTE pathway
endorsement; therefore, CTE will no longer offer valid options to students who
are at-risk. 4. Will CTE programs without dual credit and/or national credentials
suffer because of the current lack of options to meet the additional requirements
for the CTE endorsement? Raising the bar can be good. However, if students’
perception is that the bar is no longer attainable; will at-risk students revert to
dropping out of high school once again? Sincerely, Suzanne Kelly

On Mon, Aug 21, 2017 at 5:34 PM, Suzanne Kelly <gkelly&oforrestcountyalis.com> wrote:
The current Graduation Pathway options positively impacted the graduation rate for many
Muississippi schools over the past several year as is the case with Forrest County Agricultural
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High School. I strongly believe the increase in the graduation rate is a direct result of efforts
to decrease the number of student drop outs. Our efforts to assist at-risk students on our
campus by offering them the current graduation pathway District Option and Career
Pathway Option were crucial in many students decision to stay in school. Both of these
options require a 21 minimum credits for a high school diploma.

Also, Forrest County AHS was recognized with the highest percentage of Special Education
students completing high school with a high school diploma during the 2016 school year.
Many of our at-risk Special Education students were also able to accomplishment earning a
high school diploma using the 21 credit options that best fit their situation.

The current proposed Mississippi Diploma options have taken these options away from
districts and I strongly believe we will see a decrease in the graduation rate and increase in
the drop out rate once again if the proposed options are implemented this year.

As for the CTE Endorsement, I have several concerns:

1. The requirement for an overall 2.5 GPA is not friendly to students who struggle
academically but may excel in a hands on CTE program, and will CTE program be
penalized for accepting students with GPA of 2.4 or below knowing the student will be able
to earn the CTE Endorsement.

2. The ACT WorkKeys is not offered on our school campus. Where will the resources come
from to administer this test and will be required by all CTE students?

3. The credit requirements increased from 21 to 26 along with adding additional required
academic courses for the CTE pathway; therefore, it will no longer offer valid options to
students who are at-risk.

4, Programs without dual credit and/or national credentials will also suffer because of the
lack of options to meet the additional requirements for the CTE endorsement.

Raising the bar can be good; however, if students perception is that the bar is no longer
attainable will they revert to dropping out of high school once again? 1 believe we may see
an increase in the drop out rate once again,

Sincerely,

Suzanne Kelly

Thanks,

Suzanne Kelly, M.Ed. NBCT
CTE Director

Forrest County A.H.S.

(0): 601-582-4741

(F): 601-582-9031
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From: Hutledoe, Gabriel

To: Ascreditatio
Subject: Graduation options
Date: Monday, August 21, 2017 12:41:38 PM

Dear MDE representative,

I am a SPED teacher, and | am really concerned about the new proposal for MS graduation options.
If | understand it correctly, it seems like there are only 2 options- 1. either pass all SAT tests and HS
curriculum and graduate with regular diploma, or 2. have and SCD ruling and take alternate
assessments. But what about the middle group of SPED students who are not SCD, yet can never
complete the full curriculum or SAT assessments? They would stay till 20 years old just to walk a
stage with a group of kids that are younger than them, and do you actually think they will stay? We
have many students who want to quit school because they know they can’t do the work. There has
to be some other graduating option for students who are not capable academically to meet the
requirements, but could get some vocational training to be productive citizens with some kind of
diploma of completion. The MOD was an option; now it was taken away with really not good
replacement, It is hard to understand.

Please consider making some changes and updates to help the middle group of SPED students to
finish HS on time and with some kind of credit.

Thank you. Sincerely, Gabriela Rutledge
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From: Tony Cook <tcook(houston.k12.ms.us>

Date: August 21, 2017 at 12:25:44 PM CDT

To: Jean Massey <jmassey@mdek |12.org>, pvanderford@emdek | 2.0rg
Subject: Early graduates

When 1 got here, we had 50+ students in grades 9-12 who were 2+ grade levels behind. We
started encouraging those students to take advantage of the 21 Carnegie unit district option. As
more students have become aware of the option, the requests for early graduation has greatly
increased. We have students who are on grade level and on track to graduate with a traditional 24
unit diploma, but are requesting the 21 unit option so they can graduate in 3 years. | have some
concerns and questions concerning this issue.

#1- Exactly how will this affect our graduation cohort calculations?

#2- How will this affect our CCR component of the Accountability Model? Other districts have
said that these students did not show at all in the CCR component.

#3- Once we approve them for the 21 unit option, should we immediately code them as seniors in
SAMS?

Please give your opinion, as well as guidance. I've never encountered this amount of interest. In
my opinion, it should be only for students who are behind, or have some sort of home-based

hardship.

Thanks for any guidance you can give.
Tony Cook

"The foregoing electronic message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are
intended only for the use of the intended recipient named above. This communication may
contain material protected by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). If you
are not the intended recipient, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is
strictly prohibited. If you received this electronic message in error please notify, me at the email

address above."”
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From: Golden, Cale

To: Accreditation
Subject: Comments on proposed diploma option proposal

Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 1:03:25 PM

Good afternoon —

Thank you for the opportunity to submit public comments on the newly proposed diploma
options for expanding college and career opportunities for Mississippi students. Please see the

following:

¢ The Mississippi Department of Education proposed new high school diploma options that
include an academic endorsement or a distinguished academic endorsement.

« Currently, the academic endorsement requires students earn ACT sub scores of 17 in English
and 19 in Math. The distinguished academic endorsement requires that students earn
national college readiness benchmarks on each subset established by ACT or SAT.

e The College Board would like to respectfully encourage the Mississippi Department of
Education to include equivalent SAT scores for students to earn the traditional diploma as well
as the academic endorsement. Including the SAT in these would maintain consistency with
the distinguished academic endorsement, which currently includes college readiness on either
the ACT or SAT.

e As it reads now, the suggested directive for academic endorsement reads Earn MS IHL and
Community college readiness benchmarks (ACT sub scores 17 English and 19 Math as
approved by postsecondary for non-remediation at most Community Colleges and IHL callege-
ready courses In senior year). Qur request would be to add the wording “or the SAT

equivalent” into the guidelines*.

o Qlher ACT Admin, States (2016-17);

= South Carolina: For students to receive a South Carolina Academic Achievement
Honors Award, students must meet certain benchmarks on the SAT or ACT
(source).
= Tennessee (ACT/SAT choice): In order to earn a regular high school diploma,
students must complete the ACT or SAT in order to fulfill the graduation
requirement. (source)
*MS IHL currently uses a concorded score for the SAT using a College Board and ACT, Inc. agreed-
upon concordance for the old SAT scores and the ACT scores. The College Board has released a
derived concordance table for revised SAT scores to old SAT scores. We anticipate an updated
concordance between ACT and SAT by mid-2018.

On behalf of The College Board, thank you for your consideration. Please contact me should you
need anything further,
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Cale Golden, Director, K-12
State and District Partnerships

The College Board
3700 Crestwood Parkway NW, Suite 700, Duluth, GA 30096
T770.225.4055 | M 404.841.3641

cgolden@collegeboard.org

Clearing a path for all students to own their future
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From: Mellssa Graham

To: Accreditation

Ce: Suzanne Kelly

Subject: Comments on Proposed Diploma Options
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 10:35:32 AM

To Whom it May Concern:

I have several areas of concern over the elimination of current diploma options and the
proposal of diploma endorsements that many students will not be able to achieve. Being a
CTE counselor at a small, rural public high school, I have seen many students graduate with
the 21 credit Career Pathway Diploma. At Forrest County Agricultural High School, we have
many at risk students utilize this diploma option to graduate and pursue college/career plans. |
know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, without this option available, we will have students drop
out. This is a tragedy. I know we need to increase expectations of students, but there comes a
point when this practice hurts students who are at risk of dropping out. Taking away the 21
credit Career Pathway Diploma is a mistake.

1. The 26 credit CTE endorsement will be difficult for average to below-average students to
achieve because many of them are re-taking state tests and struggling with academics. We
encourage students to take CTE courses, but then make the CTE endorsement option so
difficult to achieve that it is discriminatory to at risk students.

2. 1s MDE going to make ACT WorkKeys available on high school campuses, for free, to all
CTE students wishing to take it?

3. Will MDE work with community colleges to make sure there are CTE dual credit classes
available to all CTE students choosing to pursue this option?

4. What about CTE programs that do not offer a national credential option for CTE students?

Only the brightest and best students will have the determination and resources to pursue the
CTE endorsement on their diploma. I think a lot of work needs to be done by MDE to ensure
opportunities are available for students to achieve this endorsement before it is offered.

Thank you,

Melissa Graham
CTE Counselor

Forrest County Agricultural High School
601-582-4741

mgraham@fomestcountyahs.com

121



Gcsny

SCOTT COUNTY SCHOOLS
Dr. John Mark Cain Courthouse Annex
Deputy Superintendent 110 Commerce Loop
Forest, MS 39074
Telephone: 601-469-3861
Facsimile: 601-469-3874
8-23-17

To Whom It May Concern:

After careful review of the proposed changes to the Mississippi high school diploma, I believe
these changes aim to increase the readiness of our students, | think students should be
recognized for their academic achievements and the endorsement track method lends itself to
providing more assistance and support for students without such mechanisms within the home.

I am equally concerned about a few portions of the proposal as it relates to funding and
unintentional consequence to local districts and families. My concerns are as followed:

More clarity if the new “Traditional Diploma® can stand alone if a student failed to reach
his’/her endorsement option. (e.g., in Career and Tech Endorsement says students must
earn a GPA 2.5 and there are many who do not.)

Who will fund the required AP exams for the Academic Endorsement? Will this be a
state funded mandate or will local districts have to absorb this cost? Worst yet, will
students/parents be responsible for paying for it?

Why is no pass score required for the AP test but students must score a “C” or higher for
the Academic Endorsement? This appears to be dual-system of judging student
performance and will benefit schools with more dual credit certified instructors or with
students abler to financially take advantage of these courses.

Can a district’s local option remain (e.g., 21 credits)? Should there be a case for local
control? Many students who are behind use this option as a final catch up to a cohort. I
fear local school districts will produce more drop-outs if this option is stricken from the
local district’s discretion in special circumstances.

Regarding the CCR component, the proposal outlines the unknown course must occur
within one semester of graduation. Why? What courses will qualify? What if the student
enrolls late or transfers in needing other courses in lieu of this course? Can smaller
districts accommodate the time frame due to limited personnel or scheduling issues?

In low SES districts with students who must work to support families, the inability to
leave school early (no early dismissal without MS-CCR scores) will force hardships on
struggling families and inadvertently cause more high school dropouts. Students will be
forced to help provide for their families or finish school.

Fewer students with early dismissal and additional classes may force more teacher units
to be filled/hired as more students are present for a longer portion of the day. This will
cause more budgetary hardships on less affluent districts.

Are there any concerns how IHL or the Mississippi Community Colleges may interpret
these endorsements in the future? Will students from less affluent districts without these
options be given less academic or financial opportunities versus their peers who do?
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Thank you for the opportunity to respond to these proposed changes and it is my hope this
process will produce more valuable dialogue amongst the decision makers who pass new
education reforms in our great state.

Sincerely,
John-Mark Cain, Ph. D.
Deputy Superintendent, Scott County Schools
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From: Sarab Landry

To;
Subject: public comments

Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 3:29:02 PM

I have the following concerns with the proposed guidelines:

It's my understanding that special education students have three options:

- earn a traditional diploma
- earn an Altemate diploma or
- Certificate of Completion upon reaching age 20.

However, it is my understanding that a student who is neither eligible for Alternate
Assessment because of SCD or a regular diploma cannot participate in the graduation
ceremony unless he/she reaches the maximum age of service under IDEA.

There are not meaningful programs in place for those students who cannot receive a regular
diploma nor are in need of alternate assessments to remain in schoo! until age 20. Many of
these students are frustrated by age 17 or 18 (if not before that ) and don't want to continue
participating in what has been a frustrating environment. Efforts are made to assist with
appropriately determining what the next steps are for these students once they exit high
school. Insisting that they remain in school with no hope of receiving any form of diploma is
demoralizing and impractical. It is important to these students and their parents, however, that

they participate in graduation ceremonies with their peers.

To deny these students the opportunity to participate in the graduation ceremony with their
peers is inappropriate.

Sarah Landry

Sarah Landry

Transition Coordinator
Biloxi Schools

1845 Richard Drive
Biloxi MS 39532

(228) 435-6105 Ext 2162
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Comments for Oral Proceeding Regarding Graduation
Requirements Effective for the 2018-2019 Academic Year

During the 2001 legislative session, a man observed that the diploma system was
failing some students with disabilities. At that time, there were only two options for
students with disabilities to exit high school, a traditional diploma or a certificate of
completion. He worked with a mother and legislators to introduce SB 2578. This
legislation passed and was signed by the Governor, establishing the Mississippi
Occupational Diploma (MOD). These people gave my child the opportunity to receive an
MOD in 2008. The MOD program prepared him in academic and work skills to become
employed. He exited school with a job where he is still employed, 9 years later. These
people helped my son and many other students and we thank them for their insight. I am
here today asking that you not eliminate the MOD, which is both useful and beneficial for
many students with disabilities and enhances their lives in ways that will be lost if the MOD
is no longer an option.

During the 2017 legislative session, sixteen years after the MOD was adopted, SB
2432 was introduced, amended in conference, passed the Senate and the House and was
signed by the Governor on April 14, 2017. The bill stated:

The special Mississippi Occupational Diploma for students with
disabilities shall not be available to any student entering the Ninth
Grade in the 2017-2018 school year or thereafter, pending State
Board of Education approval of new graduation options.

At this current time, the State Board of Education has not approved any new
graduation options so by the letter of the law, the MOD should still be offered to students
entering the ninth grade for the 2017-2018 school year. However, during IEP meetings
held during spring of 2017 for students entering the ninth grade, parents and advocates
were told the MOD was no longer an option. This was occurring before the law went into
effect and prior to State Board of Education approval of new graduation options and

requirements.

On August 6, 2017, the Clarion Ledger published an article under the headline:
“Advocates worry diploma elimination will edge out special-ed students”. This article
states: “The state Board of Education put new diploma options out for comment in July. The
procedure is required by state law before making certain changes in education policy. But
in some ways, the elimination of the occupational diploma is already a done deal.” The
APA process is required by state law before certain types of changes can be made in state
policies and is required in connection with elimination of the MOD. In practical application,
the MOD has already been eliminated. Elimination of the MOD started months ago in
connection with MDE training reflected in: “Guidance for the Discontinuation of the
Mississippi Occupational Diploma” an MDE publication dated May 1, 2017.
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If this is how the process operates, State Board of Education members should have
put out a statement stating, if you are planning to submit public comments regarding the
MOD, don’t waste your time because elimination of the MOD started months ago. As of
today, the State Board of Education has not approved any new graduation options, thus
leaving students who entered the ninth grade this year without the option to pursue the
MOD. Today, as it was 16 years ago, the only options which will be available to students
with an IEP are a traditional diploma or a certificate of completion. Eliminating the MOD
before State Board of Education approval is offensive, demeaning, and disrespectful. If MDE
is going to implement programs without the approval of the State Board of Education, what
purpose does this board serve?

I reviewed the membership of the Graduation Requirements Diploma Options
Steering Committee and was disappointed to see that this committee does not include any
disability organization and only one parent and one special education teacher. At a
minimum, this committee should have included the MS Parent Training and Information
Center which educates and advocates for students with disabilities and their parents.

In considering diploma options, MDE conducted a survey but [ am unaware of any
advocate or parent included in the survey. Significantly, the survey does not include a
single question regarding the MOD which further reflects the bias against the MOD. Survey
comments include: “l1 think more input is needed from teachers and parents.” [ certainly
agree with this comment and believe that process, more input from teachers and parents,
should be carried out before the MOD is eliminated.

“Guidance for the Discontinuation of the Mississippi Occupational Diploma” and
other news articles state that elimination of the MOD provides more opportunities for
students with disabilities to earn a standard high school diploma. Students with disabilities
have always had the opportunity to earn a standard high school diploma-some just
require appropriate support and services to do so. In fact, under IDEA, the first option for
students with disabilities should be the path to a traditional diploma. We all want students
to graduate with a traditional diploma but for some students that is not a realistic goal.

The MOD was developed and implemented because some students were being left
out. We know improvements are needed to the MOD and a committee of all stakeholders
should have been established to address the needed changes. In a section on the MOD,
changes have either already been made or proposed where the requirement of 540 hours
of paid employment has been or will be revised to include unpaid or paid employment, paid
or unpaid internships or apprenticeships but this information was not included in the May
1, 2017 Guidance for the Discontinue of the MS Occupational Diploma document. This

should be a start.

To earn a MOD requires the student to receive credits in the areas of academic and
occupational skills. Surely there is a way these students can also be counted in the

2
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graduation rates. Even though it seems too late, | am asking you to reconsider eliminating
the MOD and keep this program in place for the 9* graders this year. If too many students
were being placed on the MOD track, then appoint a committee to develop criteria for
students, just like the criteria being recommended with the new alternate diploma.

When students with disabilities receive appropriate supports and services, we will
see an increase in these students receiving traditional diplomas. We will also see an
increase In our graduation numbers due to the inclusion of students who have a label of
Significant Cognitive Disability (SCD) in graduation rates. What concerns me is the number
of students who drop out because of the lack of an appropriate program for them. Just like
16 years ago, we have a group of students who are once again being excluded.

Mandy Rogers
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From:
To:

Cct
Subject:

Date:

Blll Renick

Accreditation

lean Massey; Mike Mulvihill

Diploma options and changes proposed by MDE
Thursday, August 24, 2017 2:44:34 PM

Dr. Jo Ann Malone
Office of Accreditation
State Department of Education

Dr. Malone,

Please accept this email as my wholehearted endorsement of the Graduation Task Force’s
recommendations for diploma options. As the Fiscal and Administrative agent for the
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, our mission is to provide opportunity for our
citizens to get the best job possible through education and training. We are excited about
the new options that recognize different paths to earning a diploma and the inclusion of
mandatory courses in career readiness that include specific life skills such as work ethics.
Having just completed our Sector Strategy Plan for the 27 county Mississippi Partnership
Local Workforce Development Area, it is inspiring to me to see our State Department of
Education’s willingness to adapt to meet the needs of students and businesses as we
develop Mississippi’s future workforce. | appreciate the leadership, dedication and the
passion that people like Dr. Jean Massey and the MDE team exemplify for our state. ! look

forward to these recommendations being approved and implemented.

Bill Renick

WIOA Division Director
Three Rivers PDD

P.O. Box 690
Pontotoc,Ms. 38863
662-489-2415
brenick@trpdd.com
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From: Rivers Gilder

To: Acceetiitation
Subject: Pending Changes Regarding Speclal Education Diploma Options

Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 3:37:50 PM

Good Afternoon,

| am writing to plead with you to consider a graduation option to replace the Mississippi
Occupational Diploma. | am currently an Occupational Diploma teacher and | am heartbroken
about this option begin taken away. The incoming 9th grade class this year has a definite need
for another option other than a certificate or a traditional diploma.

Taking the Occupational Diploma away might be a money saving option for MDE but it is
without a doubt in the worst interest of the students. In the long run, it will be less expensive
for our government to support this diploma option for our students now. The alternative is
gaing to be having the government financially support all of these students and their future
families when they are not able to gain competitive employment after high school!

I'm all for a new structure for the Occupational Diploma but it should not just go away
altogether. North West Community College in Misslissippi recently started a program to
continue education for Occupational Diploma students and others who don't receive a
traditional diploma. The program is called Mi-Best and it is a perfect fit for MOD students
planning to get some post-secondary education. | have already seen a success story from Mi-
Best with one of my MOD students and | want to see many more success stories in the future,

Please reconsider and do what is truly best for the students,

Best,

Rivers Gilder
Desoto Central High School
SPED-MQOD

{ i The foregolng clectronlc message ond any files transmitted with It are confidentlal and are fistended only for the use of the Intended
rerlpient named above, This communication may contain matericl protected by the Famlly Educational Rights and Privacy Act =
1 (FERPA). If you ure not the Intended reciplent, copying, distelbutlon or use of the contents of this message Is strictiy prohibited. If ynu

in rece:ved lhfs electronfc - message | !n error, pimu nordy us rmmecﬂmely t 662 426571
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From Lacell Moore

To: Accreditatian
Subjech Spedal Needs Diploma Change
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 1:01:17 PM

We need to reinforce to our special needs community that although they are different they are
NOT less than any other person allowed to walk across that stage. They should be allowed to

walk proudly with their classmates.

Sincerely,

A Mississippi Graduate
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From: John Griffin

To: Accreditation

Subject: Reading and Math Program

Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 2:29:57 PM
Greetings,

Many children in special education who were and still are on the Mississippi Occupational Diploma
track do not have basic reading and math skills. It is my suggestion that whatever program you
replace the MOD curriculum with involves and intense reading and math program that is progress
monitored. Parents have been told that some colieges accept the MOD, and then they were told
that in order to go to college students would have to get their GED first. However, they are rarely
told that their child lacks the basic reading and math skills needed to obtain the GED.

The MOD program was designed to prepare student for the world of work, and the reason why it did
not work is because whe the MOD teachers started to teach the students how to complete an
application. The students could not read the application. Everything objective that had to be
taught by the MOD teacher had to be lectured, every quiz, test, assignment had to be read, and if
the student did not have anybody at home that could help them with homework. The homework

did not get done.

The special education program needs an overhaul. Too many children are exlting high school not
knowing how to read or perform basic mathematic operations. The special educaticn teachers are
overwhelmed. I would suggest allowing the special education teachers to teach and collect data,
and hire someone else that gather the data from the special education teacher, write the IEPs, and

conduct the IEP meetings.

I believe that their should be a systematic program from elementary all the way through high
school that will ensure that by the time a student exits or graduates high school that they are able
to read, write, and perform basic math at least up to an 8th grade level. The students want to
learn. They sometimes feel like they are not smart, something is wrong with them, and they can't

learn because no ene Is helping them.

Also, some parents think that their children are supposed to automatically pass because their
children are in special education. That perception has to change. The parents need to understand
that accommodations and modifications are in place to help the child, but their are still things that
must be accomplished by the student if the student is the pass to the next grade. All the
accommodations and modIfications [n the worid will not help a child to pass if they do not pay
attention in class, if they don't attempt to complete class assignments, and if they don't study the

material.

Starting in first grade their should be a reading and math class that students in special education
are required to take every year until they have mastered grade level skills.

I am proposing that the state of Mississippi implement a comprehensive reading and math program
for all mild/moderate special education students.

Look at the data and you will find that the children can’t read and perform basic math and even
some of them who exited school with the MOD are reading at extremely low grade levels.

Teach the children reading and math. Then they will be more Interested in learning other things.
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From: Letita Eubanks Eubanks

Toz Accreditition
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 3:10:15 PM

Kids that attend school that has special needs should be able to get there diploma my daughter
was one of those kids she didn't get hers it's not right they work hard to
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From: Cheree Bullock

To: Accreditation

Subject: Spedal Education Diploma Options
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:21:59 PM
Dr. Malone,

| have been an educator for 24 years, having spent the last six years in Special Education. | have
always besn a huge advocate for special education students. As a general education teacher, the special
education students were always welcomed into my class with open arms and with no discrimination. They
were always treated as equally as possible. | knew they had limitations but | always focused on their
strengths and worked closely with the special education teacher to make sure they were as successful as
possible.

in my current position, | am the special education teacher. Sometimes, | am the child's only advocate.
Not ail students have a support system at home that encourages them to be successful. We, as
teachers, work with these students to take them as far as they can possibly go academically. Not all
special education students will succeed enough to pass the subject area tests and in tum receive a
standard diploma. At my high school, we keep the students on the diploma track until it is obvious the
student will not pass the tests in order to graduate. These students have worked hard and have attended
school for thirteen years, but because of some disability that is no fault of their own, the educational
system says they can't walk and "graduate” with their peers. These students and their parents know they
are receiving a certificate of attendance but it is still just as important to them.

Please do not take away that milestone for these students. Not ALL children are college bound and a
significant amount need technical or vocational skills where a diploma is not always necessarily needed.
"Graduation” may be the only significant milestone some of these students ever achieve in their lifetime.

Please don't take it away from them.
Sincerely,

Cheree Bullock
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From: Carrie Bullock
To: Acceeditation

Subject: Proposed Legislature for Students with Disabikties
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 8:59:43 PM
Mrs. Malone,

It has been brought to my attention that there is a piece of legislature floating around out there that would
hinder a child with a certificate to walk with their graduating class. This idea has got to be one of the most
idiotic things the state department has ever thought up. My mother is a special education teacher. She's
served hundreds of children over her 25 years in education, and continues to serve those who need her
help. I've grown up knowing that some children have special needs; but that does not make them any
different from me. Instead of tearing these kids down any more than we already are, how about we make
more vocational classes and programs available to them? Let's help them find a trade or skill that will help
them succeed in the real world. If we're really truthful with ourselves, we know college is not for everyone.
It just isn't for everyone. Why do we measure our kids on one standardized level? Children are not all on
the same level. All children will NEVER be on the same level.

If we're really honest, once a student leaves high school, those test don't matter one bit. I'll give you an
example. | was blessed with the ability to make good grades throughout my school career. | was in
"Alpha" in elementary and middle schools, and even made a perfect score on the dreaded U.S. History
state test in high school. Do you want to know what that's gotten me so far? Not a single thing. | have
nice little mementos to remind me of my accomplishments, but none of those things have any value in the
real world. We label a child as being one of three categories: gifted, average, or speciat education. The
gifted kids are rewarded with groups like “alpha", or some different program. The average kids are just
kind of hanging out until graduation. The special education kids, however, are labeled are as stupid,
ignorant, and less of a student because of their disabilities. We as a state have got to do better.

Some children comprehend verbal instructions better than writtan. Let's do our best to accommodate that.
Some children can't read as fast as their classmate beside them. Instead of timing them, let's figure out a
way to improve their reading skills. The majority of children with disabilities say, "I'm going to fail anyway,
so | will just rush through this." Let's give them a reason to care. There are so many "disabilities” out there
that are seen as an automatic failure. This isn't the case. While most teachers do their best, there are
others who toss a special education kid to the curb. That's a teacher problem, not a student problem.
Educate more teachers on how to handle different aspects of a child's disability. Educate the educators

first, and then you can find where the real problem lies.

By not allowing these special education students to walk with their classmates, you're demeaning them in
the worst way. You're telling them, "I'm sorry, Charlie. You weren't worth our time or money while you
were here. You not only wasted our time, but yours as well. Good luck out in the real world.” Just because
a child needs special accommodations to make good grades, should not prevent them from experiencing
one of life’s greatest goals. You're taking that away from them if this passes. The Mississippi Department
of Education, and MDE alone, will be taking a child's life achievement away from them. That's something

to think about.

I've contacted my local senators and representatives, as well as those from other areas across
Mississippi. | am aiso prepared to speak with our representatives in Washington on this matter. | would
also like to extend an invitation to visit Mississippi schools. Go outside the four walls of your Jackson
office, and see what a difference these children and teachers are making in the lives of those around
them. You only see scores instead of faces. Start looking at the bigger picture. There is no reason that
any of God's children should be made a mockery of, for needing help.

Best regards,

Carrie Bullock
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From: Aol Kiua

Tos Accreditation
Subject: New graduation requirements
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 9:38:20 PM

1 do not agree that kids with IEPs should not being able to graduate with their class. These chlldren deserve the
same graduation experience as their peers. They should not be penalized because they do not learn according to the
same standards as their peers do. This law would punish those children with 1EPs adding more struggles to their

schooling process.
Sent from my {Phone

135



From: Gussle Farris

To: Accreditation
Subject; Occupational Diploma

Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:02:56 PM

To whom It May Concern:
My name is Gussie Farris. I am a retired Sped Director. | worked 40 years in the Coahoma County School System,

as a Sped Teacher,School Psychologist and Sped Director. | also worked {ive more years in Memphis City Schools,
Quitman County Schools and in a private special school. 1 worked for Delta Manor ICF, Region | Mental Health and
as an adjunct at Deita State University.

Let's just say that | have been around.

When the OD came out, | was excited. [ thought it would be great for the kids. It sounded great. However, in
practice it was a total djsaster. It was called a "Diploma", which was a mistake, because it was not. It was accepted
nowhere for nothing. One child who got it, might be very capable , another inight be the opposite. | saw huge
variation across districts, which meant it was meaningless.

All the OD did, was to dumb down the 99% of Sped kids who had a real shot at a regular Diploma. ‘The vast
majority of Sped kids have a mild disability, relatively speaking, and with the right help, could get a regular
diploma. When you give regular ed a way to dump kids somewhere, they will do it. That is the bitter truth. The
concern of regular ed is looking good on paper. Regular Ed used Sped for years, as a place to gel rid of'kids that
were going to make them {ook bad on tests. When | was a Sped Director, [ was notorious for raising hell about all
the kids called SCD to get them out of the regular tests.

1 am thrilled that they are proposing to do away with the OD. It hacrmed vastly more kids than it helped. It sounded
good but it was awful in practice. All it did was create a separate and unequal path to graduation. It wasn't any betler

than getting a Certificate.

The best place for non-SCD Kkids is in the regular classroom, The best thing for a non- SCD kid is a real diploma.
Someone once said to me , people only care about what gets counted. Make ALL kids count. With the right help,
these kids most certainly can get a diploma. Frankly, 1 was in public education , before 94-142, and ALL kids were
in the regular class and got diplomas, except for the SCD kids, though, that’s not a term that was used then. Teachers

used to Leach everybody and everybody learned.

Currently, | am doing volunteer work with some of my former students. It has hit me in the face, with where | failed
these kids. Do you really teuly want to help kids? | can tell you how.

I. Keep alt kids except SCD in the regular Diploma track.

2. Police who can be dubbed "SCD", because | promise you, some administrators would cal! their mother SCD.
3. Have a year round after school program and esy for kids with a sped ruling.

4, Pay for Sped kids to take summer school regular ed classes to help them get the credits to graduate.

(These next are imperative for helping kids get jobs)

5. Grade each district on how many sped kids have a state ID, before they graduate.

6. Grade each district on how many Sped kids have a Driver's License before they graduate.

7. Grade each district on how many kids have an open case with Vocational Rehab before they graduate.

8. Grade each district on how many Sped kids have an acceptance letter from a higher ed entity.

9. Grade each district on how many SCD kids have an acceptance letter for a work center or Adult Daycare.

10. Of course, grade them on how many Sped kids got a regular diploma.

Please do NOT say it should be on the IEP and that is the proof. An [EP is the most overrated document in the
world. Unless you have a very savy and diligent parent, an [EP is worthless. | Rave seen il vver and over, all this
great stulT is put on the IEP and none of it is done. Or if it is done, it's done poorly.

Ask tor Proof, acceptance letters, copies of the 1D, copies of the license , ete. Then and only then will you know it
has truly been done.

Doing away with the OD will be a great [irst step in helping Mississippi Sped kids get a rcal education.
Sincerely,

Gussie FFarris
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From: Shidey Thomas

To: Accreditation
Subject: Re: Spedal Needs diploma
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:45:18 AM

In reply to the previous email I sent - [ went back and reread the statement. I believe I
misunderstood it initially. If I understand it right, special needs students can get a traditional
diploma. That is what 1 want. I want my grandson to have all opportunities he can achieve.

Sorry to the inconvenience with your time.
God bless. Have a good day,

Shirley Thomas
On Mon, Aug 28, 2017 at 8:37 AM, Shirley Thomas <sthomas@houston.k | 2.ms.us> wrote:

1 am against "The special Mississippi Occupational Diploma for students with disabilities shall not be
available to any student entering the Ninth Grade in the 2017-2018 school year or thereafier, pending

State Board of Education approval of new graduation options."

I have a special needs grandson who is trying very hard to meet nonnal standards. He is a ninth grader.
Is is slightly handicapped in some areas. Sometimes he makes the grade and sometimes he does not. If
you take away the option for a diploma in the 9th, 10th or 1 Ith grade why should he try at all? | want his
future to be a bright as the "normal” students future, Even though he is a little slower doesn't mean he

doesn't get it.

Please don't allow this to happen.

Shirley Thomas

Shirley Thomas

"The foregoing electronic message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are
intended only for the use of the intended recipient named above. This communication may
contain material protected by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). If you
are not the intended recipient, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is
strictly prohibited. If you received this electronic message in error please notify, me at the

email address above.”
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From: cherylec

Tot Accreditation
Subject: Graduation for students with disabliities

Date: Manday, August 28, 2017 10:19:09 AM

Denial graduation and the celebration of 12 or more years of hard work is wrong on so many levels. As a retired
educator, | have witnessed the growth and decline of services to students with disabilities. This current measure will
be a huge deterrent to any child and parent for a public education. Why bother? This will lead to why bother trying
to develop a skill for employment, just draw a check. If anyone completes the requirements for a certificate,
diploma, or whatever you want to label the current certificate, then they have earned the privilege of the ceremony.
Denial of this privilege invokes the belief of a cast of lesser human beings therefore unworthy of achieving in life.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Saigemab Wheeler

Teo: Accreditation
Subject: Diploma options for children with spedal needs

Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:15:04 AM

To Whom it May Concern:

As both a parent of a special needs child and a Special Educatlon teacher | think that it is unfair that
the Mississippi Occupational Diploma option is being taken away. | know that we have students that
are able to function on their own that still require services. But, what about those students that
don't quallfy for SCD, but they are still very low and may never pass the state test (we have students
in the General Education classes that can't pass the state test) how is this fair. Our students need
another option, at this point | am having to transition my child into a regular ED classrocm sa that
she will be on the high schoo! diploma track, and she still may not pass the required test.

Please take into consideration the needs of those students that may not be one or the other, but fall

in between.

Thank you,
Saleemah Wheeler, a concerned parent and teacher
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From: Connle Smith

Tol Accreditation

Subject: SCD endorsements

Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:06:27 PM
Good Afternoon,

As a veteran teacher of 40 years, I am excited to sec a new option for the SCD students
who are able to succeed in the areas of the new Altemative Diploma Option. ] am however
disappointed that a child who receives a certificate of work or presence is not allowed to walk
across the stage with their class. It is important to these students to be apart of the class and
walking across the stage gives them a sense of importance no matter what their disability is.

Thank you,
Mrs. Connie Smith

*** This Email was sent by a staff member at Mason Elementary School in Laurel School
District MS.
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From: Amanda Gines

To: Aczreglitation
(<] Tate Reeves; swilllams-baroes@houseuns.ooy: ddawkins@senate.ms.goy
Subject: Please do not take away option for high school diploma for MY spedal needs child

Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:29:49 PM

Amanda Gines

Office of Accreditation

Dr lo Ann Malone
POBOX 771

JACKSON MS 39205-0771

Dear Office of Accreditation:

I am the parent of a 9 yr old special needs child. He and | have been on a mission for these past nine
years working on the possibility of him receiving a high school diploma. So this legislation being
passed that makes a high school diploma unavailable to him is taking away our mission, our rights to
full access to this public education that is afforded to all. What reason would any sort of legislation
be need to be enacted to limit any childs pursuits of that high school diploma that this public

education system promotes?

So a child of special needs will be limited? Where we continue to promate that there are no limits,
I respectfully ask that all special needs children be given the opportunity to earn a high school
diploma as Every student has the opportunity. Because this promotes the idea that this state could
care less about the society of its disabled populations therein.

Thank you for your time and | pray the best decisions are implemented.

Sincerely,

Amanda Gines

cc: Governor Phil Bryant
Lt Gov Tate Reeves
Representative Sonya Williams-Barnes

Senator Debora Dawkins
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From: Chism, Chris

To: Accreditation
Subject: Diploma Options

Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:37:08 AM

Good afternoon,

I have several issues with the new proposed diploma options, early dismissal requirements,
and the loss of a special education option.

First, the loss of a path for special education students will ultimately be detrimental for many
students across the state. [t is very frustrating for all of us to sit in meetings with parents and
student and tell them we have no options. You either get a diploma or a certificate in four
years. We, as a state, keep trying to put square pegs in round holes. In this case, and with
many special education situations, this idea simply doesn’t work. I met with a student and his
parent a couple of weeks ago. This student has autism, but he is also very intelligent. The
class LOAD and the stress levels in state tested subjects caused his tics to worsen. The parents
and the student’s doctor asked that he be removed from those classes. Medication could not
control his tics anymore, because of the added stress. There is no option for this student now.
This is not a student with a low IQ. He is very capable, but even with accommodations, the
load the student had to bear was too much. You see, every case in special education is
different. If we, as a state, are smart enough to figure out that students with disabilities need
individualized services, surely we are smart enough to figure out that a single diploma option
is not always the best case for these students. Truthfully, this student will be working with his
family when he leaves Pear] High School. He won’t have a need for college. However, we
could be giving him some wonderful job and life training at this time. That option is being
taken off the table. There are also several students that are just above SCD this discussion
applies to as well. If our goal as a state is to be COLLEGE or CAREER ready, why are we
taking away an option for special education students to be CAREER ready? This makes no

ethical or logistical sense.

Next, | want to address the early release idea. This will ultimately cost the school district
extra teacher units. (another unfunded mandate) We are also a very blue collar town. Many of
our students hold down jobs to help their parents make ends meet. Again, we are working to
get students coliege and/or CAREER ready. Is there a better way to prepare for a career than
working? 1 understand the point, but I do not feel this fits every school district. It certainly
does not fit ours. This also directly conflicts with what our schools and our state say we are

trying to accomplish. .

Next, taking away our local option will cause the dropout rate here to rise. As it stands now,
students that are over the required age do not have to be at school. We can currently “dangle
the carrot” in front of them and talk them into coming back by being very creative with their
schedule. Adding more required classes and taking this option away will certainly impact

these students.

Next, why do we have a non-weighted credit for DC classes and we don’t have the same
requirement for AP or IB? Who pays for these tests? Again, | see this as an equity issue for

many districts.

Last, | feel like the state is overreaching with this plan. Many districts have their own
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diplomas with their own requirements. That should be a local issue, rather than a state issues.
In one major action, you are going to destroy many traditions in several school districts.
Along these lines, IHL is not going to care about “which” diploma option a student receives.
Both our in-state and out-of-state colleges will continue to focus on GPA — along with
associated transcript and a student’s ACT/SAT score. They will not be concerned with our
state sanctioned diplomas. Therefore, I don’t understand the purpose of this change.

In going to meetings over the last several years, the one constant I have heard from the MDE
is this: “We are listening.” In all of my contact with principals across the state, I am yet to
find a single administrator that is in favor of this change. They all outline the same issues |
brought out in the ideas above. In the opinion of myself and many of my colleagues, these
diplomas are going to be pushed through regardless of what is said or what issues are brought
forward. I certainly hope you are reading these comments and taking them to heart. We are
talking about a drastic change to the daily lives of our students and families — and not for the

better.

Thank you,

Citris B
Chris Ohism
f’/")r}'m-ym/ F/i‘;{f/"k/‘fﬂ Cddend
(€)) 6er0- O30 70007
(G 0605000257
(B bsr. o0 7000

The Mission of Pearl Public School District is to prepare each student to become a lifelong
learner, achieve individual goals, and positively impact a global society.
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From: Ginaer Cockeell

To: Accreditation
Subject: Graduation Options public comment

Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:22:30 AM

My thoughts on the topic are many, but my main concem is the idea that the changes are proposing that the students that exit
with a Certificate of Completion must stay until age 20 to obtain the Certificate. The students that are on the track to receive a
Certificate of Completion that do not stay until age 20 should not count on our drop out rate. 1 do not agree with this. In the
past, many times these have been your students who are on the Traditional Diploma track and can't pass the subject area tests,
therefore have to exit with a Certificate or not exit/graduate. These students usually will not choose to stay until they are age
20. These students shouldn't count against our drop out rate. Your SCD (self-contained) students are the ones who will
gencrally stay until age 20. They should be the students to receive a Certificate of Completion. However, this proposal is
designed for ONLY SCD (self-contained) students to have an alternate diploma that certifies that they have successfully
completed a study aligned to academic standards. I don't understand why the SCD students will receive an alternate diploma
instead of the ones who just can't complete a Taditional Diploma. In my opinion, it's backwards. This proposal doesn't silow
for an alternate diploma for the students who just can't complete the Traditional diploma track, and it requires them to stay
until age 20, 1 do not agree with the way this is set up. This is my opinion only.

144



Prom: Georganna Mclain

1 Accenditation
Subject: Graduation policy

Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:41:35 AM

Please allow students with an TEP who have met requirements for certificate to participate in graduations
ceremonies, It is unfair to keep them from participating in a ceremony when they have met all that is required of
them. Different standards does not mean exclusiveness. You want us to work with inclusion situations all day, all

year. Don't operate under a double standard.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Mitzi Woosds

To: Agcreditation

Subject: Diploma Requirements

Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:33:00 AM
Dr. Malone:

| am writing this email in support of the new recommendations by the Graduation Task Force for high
school diploma requirements; which include the traditional diploma with the opportunity to add career and
technical, academic or distinguished academic endorsements;and the Altemate Diploma option for

students with cognitive disabilities.

| think these recommended changes will be very beneficial to the workforce population we serve in the
Delta.

Thank you for allowing me to comment.

Mitzi Woods

Workforce Director

South Delta PDD

Delta Workforce Development Area
PO Box 1776

Graenville, MS 38702
662-335-6889
mwoods@sdpdd.com
www.sdpdd.com
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From: Scott Cantrell [mailto:scottcantrell@mcsd.us]

Sent: Tuesday, August 29,2017 11:45 AM

To: Accreditation <accred@mdek12.org>

Subject: Comments pertaining to potential graduation options

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on potential graduation requirement options.

Concerns and Questions:

1. Might it be possible for the College and Career Ready course to be a 1/2 credit course instead
of a full credit course? Financially speaking, the addition of this course as a full credit course
could be considered an unfunded mandate. It is my understanding that any certified teacher will
be allowed to teach the CCR course, but our teachers already have a full schedule with their
current course loads. If our teachers continue to teach their current course loads, another
employee to teach the CCR class to all seniors would then be necessary. 1 believe the need for
another teacher could be eliminated though with the reduction of the CCR course to 1/2

credit. The reduction would allow schools to pair MS Studies (traditional 9th grade course that
has traditionally paired with geography, which has been eliminated as a requirement) with
Economics (traditionally paired with Govt. during the senior year). 10th graders could continue
to take World History, and 11th graders could continue to take U.S. History. Seniors would then
continue to take Govt. for [/2 credit, along with CCR as a 1/2 credit also. This would reduce the
24 credit limit to 23.5, but to offset this and keep the minimum at 24 credits, I would recommend

6 credits of electives instead of 5.5.

2. Pertaining to early release, I realize the minimum ACT scores of 17 in English and 19 in math
coincide with minimum college requirements for Comp. 1 and College Algebra. 1 also realize that
the high cost of remediation for incoming college freshmen is hotbed issue. It is good to hear that
community colleges have now given incoming freshmen who have not achieved these
benchmarks the opportunity to take the course as a 4 hour course instead of a 3 hour course
though, with the additional hour being intervention / remediation. This should reduce the
amount of money spent for remediation by 2/3, as students will not be required to take a 3 hour
remediation course in advance of Comp. I or College Algebra. Basing our estimates on last
February's ACT data, some 1/3 of our graduating seniors in 2018 would nol have met these
minimum thresholds, thus we would have been required to place these students in courses for
another 1/2 of the school day. This will require that additional courses be offered, which in turn
would require additional teaching positions. With no additional funding from the state for the
additional staff, this could also be considered an unfunded mandate. Districts are currently
financially concerned as to possible additional staff members needed surrounding the Essentials
for College Math and Literacy courses required in SY 2018-2019. Eliminating early release adds
more concern as to possible additional teacher hires. Many seniors also have jobs that begin
shortly after lunch each day, and | would venture that a significant number of these students
actually are "career ready”, no matter their ACT score, and will have actually begun their
careers with the job opportunity that early release afforded them. Please consider leaving this
issue as one of local control, where seniors and their parents are afforded the opportunity for

early release should they so choose.

Scott Cantrell
Superintendent of Educalion
Monroe County School District
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From: Heather Ferrel

To: Accreditation
Subject: Proposed Graduation Options
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:49:59 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

| have many concerns about the new diploma options that are being proposed in the
state of MS.

The new diploma offerings are not suitable for children with IEPs. When a student
qualifies for special education and/or related services, the IEP team develops an
Individualized Education Plan to meet the need INDIVIDUAL NEEDS of the student.
The proposed option does not allow for those INDVIDUAL NEEDS to be met. The
students have to fit the “cookie cutter” mold that all students must adhere too. If the
proposed legislation is passed, it is basically saying that the IEP means nothing. We
will not be individualizing anything anymore. We are just setting these students up for
failure. As special educators, we will no longer be able to work on building skills, we
will have to work on classwork for classes that are way above the student’s ability

levels.

It is common knowledge, based on the 37 grade reading gate, that if a student is
unable to read at grade level in the 3™ grade it is unlikely that they will make huge
gains after that. They will just fall further and further behind because special
educators won't have the time to do any skill building. Well, a lot of students with
IEPs begin 9" grade and are reading on a 4-5 grade level. There is no way that
those students can be successful in 9 or 10! grade English classes when they are

reading and comprehending 5 grades below their peers. A teacher cannot
accommodate this kind of deficit. Those students need MODIFICATIONS. And there

is NO WAY to get a regular diploma when tests/assignments are MODIFIED.

By placing students that are performing so far below grade level on a general
education track, we will be setting them up for FAILURE. They will see very little
success. The students that will be placed on the “NEW" Traditional Option track will
be so frustrated because they cannot do the coursework. Many will act out and
become behavior issues. Especially, the ones that have to stay untit they are 20 just

to earn a certificate of attendance.

The teachers will have to handle behavior issues and this will take he/she away from
the other students.

There has to be a Pre GED/GED option for students. They have to have a goal other
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than the proposed “Traditional Diploma Option.” Or the SCD description needs to be
changed. If we don’t address one of these options, there will be a huge population of
students with an 1Q range of 70-90 that will fall through the cracks.

To me, it seems as if, people who have never set foot in a classroom created this
legislation. ltis so unrealistic to think that everyone can get a high schoot diploma.
We hope that everyone can, but there has to be options for those few that can’t. And
it has to be something more than a CERTIFICATE at the age of 20. Not all students
have to be the same or earn the same degree/diploma. Just like not all students have
to go to college. Going to college does not determine a student's success! All kinds
make up our diverse workforce. If we don’t provide this, we are limiting the futures of
so many! The state of MS is creating /allowing a grave injustice for those students
who are unable to meet the new requirements.

Thanks,
Heather Ferrell,

National Board Certified Teacher
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From: Keena Burng
To: Accreditation
Subject: Exit Options
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:38:58 PM

It's my understanding that under these new policies students who have disabilities will not be able to receive
a certificate of completion until they age out of the Mississippi Public Schoo! System. Further research tetls
me that this will be the school year a child turns 20 as of September 1, meaning that most of these students
will be 21 years old before they can walk across the stage al their local high school as graduates. 1
respectfully ask that this particular part of the policy be reconsidered. | believe that it's important for students
who have disabilities to experience school and graduation with their same age peers. [ also understand that
under current policy, students who exil with a certificate have the opportunity to re-enroll and attend school
until they age out or receive a standard high school diploma. 1n other words, this new policy is

totally unnecessary,

Thanks for your consideration into this matter.

Respectfully,
Rep. Steve Massengill
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From: Shelly Collums

To: Accreditation

Subjact: Public comment regarding Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2016
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:21:10 PM

Greetings,

Our concern is regarding students with disabilities being able to graduate (with a Certificate of
Completion) along with their cohort. What would be the plans for them for an additional one

to three years of school?

Thank you,

Shelly Collums
Special Education Director
Monroe County School District
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From: Lauren Johnson

To: Accreditation
Subject: Graduation Options far Students with Disabilities
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:22:21 PM

| have recently read MDE's proposed graduation options for students with disabilitics. My
main concern is that the students that exit with a Certificate of Completion must stay until age
20 in order to obtain the Certificate. Those that do not stay until age 20 would be counted as a
drop out. [ do not agree with this at all. These students will not choose to stay until they are
age 20, therefore should not count as our drop out rate. These students are usually ones who
cannot pass the subject area tests therefore must exit with this. [ feel that we are punishing
those who just simply cannot pass the state test. Why would only SCD students have an
alternate diploma instead of the ones who just can't complete a Traditional Diploma? [n my
opinion, this is completely backwards. Many of my students who have exited with a
MOD/Certificate can obtain their GED in order to take vocational classes at the college level.
This tells me that it is simply those mandated state tests they cannot pass. Why wouldn't an
alternate diploma be available for the students who can't complete a Traditional Diploma? It
seems to me that our students are going to be set up for failure, therefore increasing the drop

out rate among not only districts, but Mississippi as a whole.

‘Thank you for your time and consideration.

Lauren Johnson
Special Education Case Manager 7th-12th

Sebastopol High School
phone: (601) 625-8654
fax: (601) 625-9426
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From: GQwen HItt

To: Accreditation
Subject: Comments Regarding Graduation Options
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:37:33 PM

My suggestion is that this change be tabled until more information can be sought from the primary
stakeholders: parents of IEP students, teachers of IEP students, and administrators. Schools should
receive some consideration on accountability standards for IEP students. The progress these

students make should be recognized! Gwen Hitt, Collins, MS
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From: Dorothey Jacobs

To: Accreditation

Subject: Diploma changes

Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:28:27 PM
Dear Madam:

My daughter is a highly functioning autistic who attends 6th grade at North New Summit School in Greenwood,
MS. She is in a regular classroom with her peers of different skill and academic levels. We chose not to place her in
public school due to the fact that she would be placed in SPED with no chance of a diploma of any sort ever being

earned.

With the "career” diploma option available, she would at lcast be able to attend community college. Without it, she
would not be able to pursue further education.

Please do not remove this opportunity from my child and other children in her class.
Dr, Erin Jacobs Stagner, DC, MS, MSHAPI

Sent from my iPhone
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From: li otwel

To: Accreditation
Subject: Graduation Requirements
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:12:03 PM

My main concern with the recommended graduation requirements is the idea that the changes are proposing (hat the students
that exit with a Certificate of Completion must stay until age 20 to obtain the Certificate. In doing this, | believe our drop out

rate would increase.

MaryLynn Crotwell
Morton Elementary School, Principal

"I'm rockin' in my school shoes...because it's all good!"” -Pete the Cat
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From: Kaleb Smdh

To: Accreditation
Subject: Comments Provided: Proposed Changes to Graduation Options for Students With Disabilities

Date; Wednesday, August 30, 2017 6:57:55 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

I have read the proposed changes to the graduation options for students with disabilities. There

is one major change that concerns me as a high school principal.

Under the proposed system, a student who finishes with a certificate of completion must stay
to age 20. | believe this is unfair in multiple ways. Students that stay until age 20 are usually
those that are (SCD). Yet, students with disabilities that have had issues with passing state
assessments have also used this to complete high school. If this rule change occurs, students
that do not stay until age 20 will be counted as drop outs instead of completers as in the past.
The only choice they would have is to stay until age 20 or drop out. [n my experience, I can
predict the majority of choices they will make. This will surely increase the drop out rate at
schools across the state of those students that use it as an option to complete high school and

gain a certificate.

In the new accountability model, dropout rate is so very important. This rule change would
hurt, but not just once. It would hurt the student, the family supporting, and school

accountability.

I believe that this rule change with adversely affect our ability to provide options and better
serve our students with learning disabilities.

Thank you for allowing us to share our comments.

Kaleb Smith
Principal
Sebastopol High School

"The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you." B.B. King
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From: Drummend,Rhonda

To: undisclosed. for. privacy
Subject: the special MS Occupational Diploma
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 8:00:22 AM

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, I am writing in reference to the special MS Occupational Diploma for students with
disabilities. It has come to my attention that any student entering the 9th grade in the 2017-2018 school
year or thereafter will no longer receive this diploma. They will instead receive a certificate of attendance.
This is devastating! Just because these students need additional help in certain areas does not mean they
are not able to attend certain colleges or hold certain jobs that they can not get with out the diploma!
Please, do what you can to get this aborted!!! I have a personal interest in this, also for my friends

children!

Thanks, Rhonda Drummond
18950 Hwy 7-N
Greenwood, MS 38930

Rhond.: Drummond
Sr. Branch Office Achininistrator for
Rob Spiller
Edward Jones
=% 125 Howard St, Greenwood, MS 38930
®: 662-455-5383/fax 877-222-2853

=4 Rhonda, Drummond@Edwardiones.com
I can help you enroll in our secure ONLINE ACCESS & e-DELIVERY today!!i!

PLEASE NOTE: I cannot accept trade orders or money request via e-mail or voicemail. If you
need to place a trade immediately, please call me at 662-455-5383 or Client Services at my
home office (1-800-441-2357) and a licensed representative will assist you.

Rhonda Drummond

Senior Branch Office Administratar
Edward Jones

125 Howard Street

Greenwood, MS 38930

(662) 455-5383

viwwr edwardiones cor
If you are not the intended recipient of this message (including attachments) or if you have received this message in error, immediately
natify us and delete it and any altachments

If you do not wish o receive any email messages from Edward Jones, excluding administrative communications, piease email this

request ta Opt-Quti@edwardion:s com from the email address you wish ta unsubscribe.

For important additional information related to this email, visit waw sdwardiones comidisclosuresiemuilinm| Edward D Jones & Co, L P
dibfa Edward Jones, 12555 Manchester Road, St Louis, MO 83131 @ Edward Jones All rights reserved
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MISSISSIPPT PROPESSIONAL EDUCATO

222 N, Presidlent Street, Suite 100 o P,O. Box 22550 » Jackson, MS 39225-2550
601.3556.6517 o 800.523.0269 o FAX 601.356.5519 « www.mpe.org

August 30, 2017

Dr. Jo Aun Malone

Office of Accreditarion

Mississippi Department of Education
P.O. Box 771

Jackson, MS 39205-077]

Dear Dr. Malone:

On behalf of the nearly 13,800 members of the Mississippi Professional Educators (MP13) and our Board of
Directors, please accept these comments in vesponse to the proposed revisions to Standard 14, Appendix A and
Appendix G of the Misvissippi Public School Aecowniability Standards, 2016: Graduation Requirements s
propased by the offices of Secondmy Education and Special Education. While MPE supports the State Board of
Lducation’s goal ol every student gracluating from high school ready for college and carcer, we present the
following questions and coneerns we have received regarding the proposed revisions:

[Fiseal Tmpact on Districts: The proposed revisions climinate carly release for students uniess they meet
Institutions of Higher Learning and Community Cellege Readiness Benchmarks. This may result in
increased teacher units related to those students not eligible for early release who must remain in school
the enlire school day. Additional teacher units may also be required for those IEP students who stay in
the system untif they are 20 years old in arder to earn a Certificate of Completion.

Fiseal hnpact on Students: According lo the most recent /DS COUNT repart by the Annie B, Cnsey
Foundation, more than a third of Mississippi children live in poverty. Some students have carly release
from school so that they may work and conlribute to their family’s income, [have received several
concerns that such students may chuose to drop out of school if they are unable Lo work duc to the
elimination of early release. This would certainly contradict the State Board’s goals and could increase

]

our state’s drop out rale.

1B or AP Examns for Academic and Distinguished Eadovsements: The proposed requirements foy an
Academic or Distinguished Endorsement requive the student to take one AP course and exam or one 183
course and exam. The stale does not provide funding for these exaims; thus, this financial burden falls to
the studeat and their family unless another funding source is identified by the disirict. If their familics
cannol aftord these exams, some students may be denied access to these courses and these endorsements

which svill appear mors favorable on their transcripts.
Thank you for your consideration of these congerns, as well as your efforts an behalf of the students and
educators of Mississippi,
Sincerely,

SR O
it s £,

i\ /
Kelly T, Kiley i '
lixecutive Divector
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Dr. Jo Anne Malone and/ or MDE members,

| |
I am writing to you as a parent, as a Speclal Education Assistant, as a taxpayer, zljnd as registered voter
who loves and cares-about my kids future, ! do not know where 1 percent comf:s from , because | have
seen an Increase not a decrease in Special Educatlon students , since Comman Core.

{ know Common Core has caused a lot of kids, including my own, notta do well { think Common Core
should be thrown out and replaced with Good “Old Fashloned * Education, what axisted hefare
Common Core. Where real life skills were on a Kindergarten report card. When Kids had Great
teachers , who could pull them In and interest them on subjects and future hobbtes, so they could go
Into life after graduatlon with a grasp on reality, not just learning material for a test Where ifa
teachers’s class didn’t get It she or he could go over itagain, nothe ona schedule to take atest when
told to by someone who has never ‘seen these kids. There are so many kids who struggle They are
Great kids who just need more time. They do not need to be given a test to pass school or a subject
when the materfal was taught over 3 months ago. The kids struggle is real.

It Is Great to have High Expectations as long as they are Reasonable. Lawmakers must reai!ze our

: |
children are not Robots. Klds usually do not like tests unless they are Sheldon Cooper from the TV show
[HE Big Bung Theory. | think that without this Occupatlonal Dlploma the dropout rate will lncrease, and

Hopes and Dreams will be squashed. f

Our children are aur future, even our specia! education kids, even the ones wha slip through the cracks.

l

Please Give them the chance to Graduate High School. i

If you are ‘trying' to Ralsa the Bar on education numbers, You shouid spend lwo:whole mopths Ina
special education classroom , participating and helping the teacher ta help thes'e kids learh Everytime
they seem to struggle to get ahead their path is blocked by a legislative declslon You are important to
thelr lives!i|! Please keep this Diploma as an option. What if you were In the shaes of their parents,
grandparents or guardians., What if you are the Hope between a Diploma, even if it is ccupational or
Nothing?, jJust Frustration!ll!l A wasted twelve or twelve plus years because someane lacked the

experience of the situation,

Signed by a Loving, Caring, Parent and Assistant Teacher
Who Cares,

Julie Ring
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Dr. Dorothey Pernell, D.C

August 30, 2017

Accreditation
MS Dept. of Education
Jackson, MS

Re: Diploma changes for special needs children

Dear Committee Members,

Itis my pleasure to be the grandmother of a special needs child who is highly functional autistic.
B s currently in the Il ot Vorth New Summit school here in Greenwood. She has been
able to maintain her normal course of study with assist and even outside programs. She struggles
with spelling and at times math, but she is doing better with the occurrence of her meltdowns.

is on no medication and is nat enrolled in any disability programs. It is our desire to not limit
her by labeling her as a special needs child. To have her reach her full potential is paramount to us.
We have enriched her education process by utilizing reading programs, computer educational
programs, and any source available within the south.

It grieves my heart that MDE is now considering limiting her opportunity to pursue whatever goals she
may set for herself. | am not sure a degree from a university is possible but a community college is
well within her boundaries. | am strongly urging MDE to not consider changing the diploma

recommendations. | fell this action is discriminating against my granddaughter due to her
acknowledged special need.

If I can be of assistance please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely

Dr. Dottie Pernell, D.C.
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From: Helea Mitloy

To: Accraditation
Subject: IEP Students Not Allowed To March At Graduation

Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 11:23:31 AM

[ think it is shameful to take the honor of marching at graduation from [EP students that earn certificates. If they
have earncd certificates, they are doing the best that their abilities allow. Why would anyone propose discriminating
against them that way? Who does it hurt for them to March? This is ridiculous. 1 am totally against this.
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From: Leandra Hubbard

To: Accreditation
Subject: Exit options for Certificate of completion
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 12:34:33 PM

I am Leandra Hubbard and | teach at Pine Grove High School. This is my 16th year
teaching with 5 of those being in special education. | have seen a number of
students walk across our gym floor wearing their bright red caps and gowns who
received nothing more than a certificate of completion, a handshake from the
superintendent and principal, and photos of the occasion. These children with
special needs who walked across that gym floor would be denied that right until
they are age 20 if the new exit options are agreed upon by the Mississippi
Department of Education. This proposal is absurd for three reasons. First of all,
this proposal is setting up certificate route students to drop out. By eliminating the
right to participate with their cohort group in the graduation ceremony, these
students may just opt to drop out at age 17 when they are no longer under the
compulsory attendance law. Secondly, this law is unnecessary because students
with IEPs can receive special education services until they are age 21. Even though
they could participate in graduation with their cohort group, they can return to
school the following semester. Lastly, all special education teachers know that no
student with special needs can be disallowed to participate with his/her non-
disabled peers by law. This proposal is suggesting that schools do exactly that.
These students need to be allowed to participate with their class in graduation that
they have ate lunch with in the cafeteria, played with in the gym and recess, sat
with at the pep rallies, went with on field trips, made lifelong friendships with for
their 12 years of school. | hope that you will reconsider changing the exit options
so that these special needs students will be allowed to participate in their class
graduation. For many of these students on certificate route, their lives may not be
filled with many memorable events, therefore a graduation ceremony should not be
denied to them. Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Leandra Hubbard
Pine Grove High School
Special Education
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From: L

To: Accreditation
Subject: IEP Diploma/Certificate

Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 1:14:56 PM

As a uncle with a niece that suffers from a mild learning disability, this disgust me. This bill is no different than the
bullying they cxperience in their everyday lives. They deserve to walk on that slage or tield just like everyone else.
They completed K-12 just like every other graduate. This is discrimination against individuals with learning
disabilities. They are human and have a heart just like me and you. Could you imagine your own child experiencing
this type of situation, the feeling of defeat, no voice, slereotyping and legal bullying? I don't think so. These children
are gifts from God and are just as important to society. Please reconsider this bill. ['m begging you on behaif of

every student with a learning disability.
Joshua Rowe

Sent from my iPhone
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From: bobc IR

To: Accreditation
Subject: Students with disabilities
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 1:34:14 PM

This is discrimination..! Whal happened (o no Child left behind? These kids have attended school K-12 as well as
the other students and should have the same opportunities.. This is ridiculous I'l] will be praying for MDE and who

all stands behind this
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Amee Cox

Accroditation

Proposed Changes in Graduation Options
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 1:48:27 PM

August 30,2017

To Whom It May Concern:

[ have been teaching Special Education in Mississippi for over 19 years, and in that time |
have seen many changes aimed at improving positive outcomes for students with disabilities.
However, | have never seen an action so potentially detrimental to our Special Education

population as the proposed change in diploma options. Please allow me to outline not only my

concerns but also the concerns of other teachers and parents that [ have spoken to.

1. A lack of graduation options will cause a mass dropout of Special Education
students who are unable to complete the requirements of the Traditional Diploma.
Students will not accept going to school through the age of 20, only to reccive a

certificate.

2. Holding all students responsible to the same criteria will cause an
unprecedented amount of failures.

3. The Career and Technical Diploma is no longer an option, instead 3 additional
units are required for a Traditional Diploma.

4. There will be a large of group of students “caught in the middle.” Students
who formally qualified for MOD do not meet the criteria for SCD but do not have
the skills to be successful in higher-level math and English classes.

5. There are no contingencics for students who do not meet regular education
goals.

6. The Alternate Diploma option excludes students with the most severe
disabilities. While I agree that there needs to be a more comprehensive and
logically sequenced curriculum for SCD students to work through, many in our
severe/profound and multiple disabilities population may be unable to fully
participate in this curriculum or complete the MAP-A with a score of 3 or higher.

7. The Alternate Diploma option also excludes students who don’t qualify for
SCD. Students in the 1Q range of 70-80 will find the new traditional diploma
guidelines extremely difficult, or they will find that they are not adequately
prepared. These students may not be capable of completing the required 24 units.
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8. In addition, not all of this year’s gth graders are prepared to be in all regular
classes. Many of them were in resource classes for math and English in the gth
grade. Instead of phasing out MOD at this time, we need to be starting at the lower
grades with phasing in total inclusion and not allowing children to be sent to
resource instructional rooms. Students can hardly be expected to be successful
when they have not been previously exposed to regular curriculum on a full time
basis.

Special Education was originally established to meet the individual needs of students with
disabilities in the public school setting. We are required by law to provide these students with
an Individualized Education Plan, yet this proposed action removes all traces of
individualization. 1n essence, the State of Mississippi is saying that all students can compete
at the same level and can be successful in completing the same set of requirements in the same
“cookie cutter” fashion. It does not take into consideration the vast array of differences in our
students, their individual disabilities, or their particular set of circumstances.

Sincerely,

Amec N. Cox
New Albany High School

New Albany, MS
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From: SRGEEe

To: Accreditation
Subject: Hi
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:08:32 PM

I'm a Grandmother and a mother and this is wrong . Handicap have the same rights to Graduate and walk with there
class. They went took school k-12 they might have special needs but Lhey deserve the same as the others . This is
discrimination. We fight for our children and grandchildren .

Sent from my iPhone
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To: Accreditation
Subject: Diploma aptions for children with IEP

Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:27:35 PM

To whom it may concern,
My name is Rebecca Smith and | have a child in the 5th grade that has been diagnosed with ADHD and

dyslexia since he was in 2nd grade. For parents who don't have a child with a learning disability let me just break it
down [or you how a normal day afier school is for me and my child. After being in school all day and then sent
home to finish work not completed during class along with studying EVERYTHING they went over that day and the
previous days. [ have to check cverything he does in school to make sure he is getting it right and understands what
he is doing. We spend hours upon hours doing homework and studying. We can't wait till the day before a test to
study. it is a daily thing for us. We also do dyslexia therapy 3 times a week for an hour. As a parcnt 1 do everything [
can for my child to make sure he does the very best he can. 1've been told by all his teachers in the past that he is a
child that really tries hard and gets upset and discouraged if he doesn't get it right or understands it. So what do you
think telling him that no matter what you do and how hard you try you will never be enough and we are going to
show you that by making you stay behind while the rest of your class gets a diploma and walks across the stage?
Even though you took the same classes as them, took the same test, and completed high school. He will be defeated
before he even starts and will most likely not even finish. 1 will fight this for my child and do cverything in my
power to not have this passed and it'it does get passed I will pull him (rom the public school system and place him at
a private school. [ would rather pay a bunch of money to a school that will stand for my child then have him attend a

school that has written him off!!
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kathy Hill

To: Accraditation
Subject: Diploma
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:33:18 PM

[ have an 7th grader and 6th grader that this decision is going to affect. I do think they should
be able to walk with their class just like a regular student. My children have the RIP because
of dyslexia which just means they learn different. My boys still learn and study nightly. It is
hard struggling with my oldest because he missed the special education by 2 points in the 4th
grade

His younger brother can read so much more fluent than my 7th grader. My son in the 7th
grade was almost held back again but was allowed to be put forward with the IEP. | am so
thankful for the teachers he has. They work so good with him and me. I just wish he was able

to get this kind of help sooner.

[ think there should be an alteration of the diploma but the student still goes to class and learn
therefore they should be treated as the same. No child left behind is the motto.

Thank you
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From: melissahacvey (il

To: Accreditation
Subject: Special needs graduation
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:49:34 PM

This is discrimination against children with learning disabilities. These children deserve the same
opportunities as every other student. They completed K-12 just like every other graduate. Not only is this
disertmination, it's legal bullying! I thought no child would be left behind????
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From: Liza Pannell

To: Accreditation
Subject: revision
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:51:00 PM

My name is Liza Pannell. [ have been a teacher for 16 years, with 9 of those spent in Special
Education. For years, we as teachers, have been preached to that children with disabilities
should not be excluded from participating with their non-disabled peers. However, this
proposal is demanding that we do exactly that. This proposal would deny a student the chance
to walk across the stage with their cohort group. Students are allowed the right to come back
until they are 21 years of age.Those that are interested in this will come back. The other
students will view this as a time to drop out when their cohort group is leaving to continue
school or to find jobs. For some students with disabilities, it is impossible for them to master
grade level curriculum. In my experience, these children are not interested in continuing
school until they are 20 years of age. Most are ready to be on their own and learn job skills.
These students again should be allowed to continue with their lives, whether at age 17 or 20. [
feel that this should be their choice, not the law. Please consider these points when making

your decision.
Thank you,

Liza Pannell
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From: Ruby

To: Acgreditation
Subject: lep students

Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2;58:13 PM

How could you do this to students with an iep. My son finished school almost 2 years ago with a certificate, He
worked very hard for that. Most of these kids work harder than ones that finish with a diploma. The right to walk
with their senior class at graduation should not be taken away from them. All you are doing by taken this right away
is telling them that they are not as good as the other kids that don't have a learning problem. 1 no longer have kids in
school and I will sure fight for the kids that have just as much right as the kids that not have a learning problem.

Thanks
Ruby brock

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Awanda Walters

To: Accreditation
Subject: plan to change the dipioma optlons available to students with disabilitles
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 4:33:16 PM

In my opinion, this is discrimination against children with learning disabilities. Everyone learns in a different way!
My son deserves every opportunity as much as any other student. tle works hard in school and deserves to march
with his graduating class. If you take this away from him and others with a learning disability, then you are teaching
them that no amount of hard work will get you anything you want in life. How can that be the right thing to do?

Sincerely,

Amanda Overstreet
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From: Brenda

To: Accreditation
Subject: No child left behind

Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 5:05:34 PM

I'm a parent of a child with a disability. [ don't agree with y'all why treat our children difTerent y'all say bullying is
wrong Well y'all are bullying our children. We send our children to school to get education and they are trying there
best some children learn ditferent. My child was diagnosed with dyslexic when he was in 2nd grade he struggle to
make it to the 2nd grade not knowing how to read at all because ot his disability well because he was so far behind
the other children they put him in iep where he receives help tiom teacher to help him read and goes to dyslexic
tutor 4 days a week to learn to read. It witl not be fair to these children to work this hard just as hard and the other
child not to walk with there class this will be a reason most children will drop out ol school because of you all.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Barbara Rocking ham Shelton

To: Accreditation
Subject: Diploma Options
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 7:06:27 PM

Attention Dr. JoAnn Malone my name is Bacbara Rockingham my smn- is. at age was

diagnosed with Autisin spectrum disorder. As a mother of' 3 girls and my only son [ was truly hurt it was very hard
to except that your only son will never be uble to do certain things. 1 moved from Brookhaven to Jackson

attended there he went through all sort ol miss reatment from eacher and students und did not
tearn anything, [ work really hard and I moved m_ were he attends B3
D'Amico principal and Mrs. Reid made me believe that my son could have a normal lite the he could learn o rewl
and be a productive part of sociely. For once my son loved going to school he was excited about learning he stared
to read to me my heart was filled with so my joy and my my son had so much pride in himself. He was not having
melt downs and crying breaking pencils out of trustration. Now he is back in regular class all day and he can't keep
up completely he gets frustrated and [ don't want this experience to break him when he doesn't do well and has a
melt down and get frustrated it breaks my heart | [eel helpless | can't help my son along. My son special needs will
not go away and even with medication [ know he will never be able to do everything other kids do but that doesn't
me he doesn't have a skill to offer to socicty. I ask thal state reconsider Laking the special Mississippi Occupational
Diploma just because he has a disability doesn’t mean he doesn't has pride in himself'and he want to feel like he is
no different from everyone else. [t you take it away what arc children with autism, ADHD, etc to do jusl stop going
1o school and give up because they can't perform on that level? Please don't take my son self confident he will need
it in this world. If it were your child how would you feel? Right now 1 am worried about my sons future.

Thank you

Barbara Rockingham

Sent from my iPad

Sent from my {Pad
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From: Sandy

To: Accreditation
Subject: accredition
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 7:30:40 PM

[ believe this is wrong to discriminate against a certain select group. Education preaches inclusion bul now you are
trying to exclude which is what you have been [ighling against. This would be a travesty to all special needs

students.
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kargn Churchil]

To: Argreditation
Subject: Exit Options

Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 8:07:09 PM

As a special educator for over 25 years, my heart is hurting over the proposed change regarding the
awarding of certificates for students who have disabilities. | find the proposed change to be in
contradiction with the "age appropriateness” and inclusion we have promoted my entire career. To deny
an 18 year ald the privilege of being a part of his/her senior year and walking across his/her high school
stage to graduate with the peers who have been a part of his/her life since kindergarten is being viewed
by many parents as blatant discrimination against kids who have disabilities.

Considering students who receive a certificate always have the option of retuming to school until they age
out or obtain a traditional diploma, this new policy is unnecessary.

| do believe that the new policy will create a large population of drop outs and will have a detrimental

effect on our public school system.
Students who have disabilities already face more challenges than most. [t would be a shame to make

matters worse for them.

Respectfully,
Karen Churchill
25+ years as a Mississippi Special Educator
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From: geneva pernell

To: Accreditation
Subject: alternate diploma
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 8:32:27 PM

To whom it may concern:

We do wish to add our names to those who desire the proposal for the alternate diploma for students not
capable to earn the present requirements. All children who wish to stay in school until they have learned
all they are capable of should have the right to do so. Please add our names to the list. Thank you for

your help in this so worthy effort.

Geneva Pemell

Prentiss Pernell, Sr
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Augusl 31, 2017

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Director

Office of Accreditation

Mississippi Department of Education
Post Office Box 771

Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0771

Re: Proposed Revisions to Standard 14, Appendix A and Appendix G (Graduation Requirements)

Dr. Malone,

We are writing regarding the proposed graduation requirements to begin with the 2018-2019 school
year, We agree with the comments submitted on August 18, 2017, by our Superintendent Sue
Townsend, and we have additional questions and/or concerns for consideration:

1

The proposal includes limitations to students eligible for early release. In the proposed
Accountability Standards draft all proposed diplomas include footnote twelve (12): For early
release, students must meet College or Career Readiness Benchmarks that allow students to
attend postsecondary without remediation or demonstrate work ready requirements. While
presentations about this requirement have indicated that the MS IHL readiness benchmarks
(English: 17 and Math: 19) and ACT WorkKeys Silver meet the requirements for CCR
Benchmarks and work-ready requirements, respectively, the proposed Accountability
Standards draft does not include the specific Benchmarks/requirements. The expectations

should be specified in final Standards.

However, we respectfully ask that this requirement be reconsidered. While we appreciate the
need for students to meet entry-level benchmarks for college and career readiness, we believe
that limiting student’s ability to leave school early would create unintended consequences.
Requiring students to stay at school for an entire school day when they are already enrolled in
the courses needed for graduation will lead to increased absenteeism and/or increased
discipline referrals, and could even increase the school’s dropout rate. Many of our low-
income students provide needed income for their families; therefore, restricting students from
early release could have a negative economic impact on their families and the community.
For example, in our McLaurin attendance zone, seniors receive early release to work at the
elementary school as after-school tutors, where they provide academic and child care support.

Additionally, keeping these students in school for an additional class each day will increase
teacher unit needs for schools. For example, Rankin County’s senior class currently includes
over 1300 students districtwide. Of these students, over 740 do nat meet one or both of the

_Dr SueTownsend -
Superintendent of Education
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IHL’s ACT benchmarks. If these students were denicd carly telcase, each of the eight high
schools would be required to hire at least one additional teacher, but probably more,
depending upon the electives the student’s select. Thus, the cost of 8-10 additional teachers
would mean over $500,000 in employment costs for the district.

To that end, we make the following suggestion. For any student who has not met the [HL's
ACT Benchmarks (i.e., 17 in English, 19 in Math), the restriction for carly release will be
waived if the student is meeting all other requirements for the selected diploma endorsement
and the student is enrolled in the appropriate SREB Lssentials course or ACT
Readiness/Preparation course.

Any requirements should be state funded. While a one-time administration of the ACT is
currently funded by the state, ACT WorkKeys, AP exams, IB programs/exams, and dual
credit options are not. These requirements could result in the Traditional Diploma as the only
option for Jow-income students, which would create inequity for our students. While some
Title I schools may elect to use federal dollars to assist low-income students with the fees,
non-Title I schools may not, creating further inequities not only within districts but across the
state. Additionally, transfer students coming from private and/or out-of-state schools who
have not had access to some of these programs could be denied an endorsement simply due to
timing of the student’s transfer, Creating barriers and inequities are not in the best interest of

our students.

We are concerned by the potential barriers to the College and Career Readiness course
requirement. The proposed footnote eleven (11) indicates, The College and Career Readiness
course is for seniors only, unless a student is graduating prior to the student's graduation
cohort. For early graduates, this course may be taught during the spring semester of the
Junior year. Courses that meet this requivement will be identified during the 2018-19 school
year. How can a full-credit course be gained during the spring semester, except on 4x4 block
scheduling? Similarly, some students may not plan to be early graduates but life changes
make early completion an option. This requirement for a full credit taken only the senior year
could quickly become a barrier for student success. As noted with the early release concerns,
transfer students—particularly those transferring in from out-of-state--could receive
unintended consequences if they have not had an opportunity to take the course prior to
transfer. To this end, we recommend that students be exempt from the CCR course
requirement if they meet certain requirements. The exemptions could be from a list of
options, to include successful enrollment in dual credit, advanced placement, or other
comparable coursework,

We are concerned that the 2.5 GPA requirement for CTE endorsement might be a bartier for
students pursuing this diploma track. We believe that a 2.0, which is the equivalent of a *C”
average, should be the requirement for this endorsement.

Superintendent of Education
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5. We are very concerned by the potential training and paperwork burden being created fur
school staff at both the high school and middle scheol counselors. Specifically in middle
schools, students need high quality guidance on how choices in the middle school will impact
the student’s diploma track throughout high school. Administrators, counselors, and teachers
will be required to have a deep understanding of all the curricular options at middle school as

well as high school.

In this same vein, the expectations for documentation related to changing diploma tracks
should be made clear. Students and school staff should understand what impact an
endorsement will have in the post-secondary realm. The value of an endorsement (or multiple
endorsements, if possible) should be clearly articulated at the state levei in order to provide
consistency across the state. Otherwise the value of the endorsement is greatly diminished,

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input into the proposed revisions.

Thank you,
P
KN
Robert Crain

Principal, Puckett High School
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From: ahannon Cox

To: Accreditation
Subject: concerns
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 7:56:16 AM

First of all, I want to thank you for giving parents and educators the opportunity to
voice our opinions and concerns regarding the upcoming suggested graduation
changes. I have the upmost respect for you and what you do. It is certainly a
daunting task to lead the state's education system.

I have the unique opportunity of being a mother of a 5th grader with an IEP and I
have been a high school counselor in Mississippi's public schools for 19 years. For the
last 15 years, I have been blessed to be a lead counselor in Madison County.

As a counselor, I have been in small, closed meetings with MDE discussing the
upcoming changes, and I honestly am struggling to get on board with the
suggestions. We often joke in our office that we are counselors not "magicians”. It
often feels that MDE thinks we are "magicians” as well. The longer I work in this
field, the more I understand why we cannot retain and recruit good quality teachers
and administrators. Counselors alone have so many unrealistic expectations of us,
that I can hardly even counsel students anymore. The mental heaith of the students
I see is becoming more and more extreme and I cannot help them for all my other
duties. All this to say, keeping up with all of the proposed endorsements is going to
be a major undertaking on top of all of our other expectations.

However, my main concern is for my students. By removing the MOD program, I
truly feel that we are setting this group of students up for failure. As much as I hate
to say it, there is no way these students will be able to perform well enough to obtain
a traditional diploma. I have administered the ACT to our MOD students ever since
we began the State ACT. The average ACT for these students (at a top rated high
school) is a 14. I do not feel that these students will be successful on our state tests
nor the ACT. This will cause major frustration and therefore an increase in our
dropout rate. Why not add more exemption policies for our students with an IEP?

My son is lucky. His academic ability keeps him on the traditional diploma track.
However, because of his diagnosis, has never felt successful and has very low self-
esteem. School has always been, and will always be a struggle. With the new
endorsements, my youngest will once again feel as if he isn't "good enough” if he
cannot obtain the same endorsements as his friends and sibling. Don't these
students with an IEP struggle enough by being made to feel “different”. Why add

one more thing?

As you can see, I am frustrated as a counselor and as a mother. I beg you
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reconsider your plans for these graduation changes and endorsements!

Thank you for your time,

Shannon Cox
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From: Lsolde Baraching

To: Accreditation
Subject: Changes regarding Speclal Education Diploma Options
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 8:51:16 AM

Dear Sir or Madam

my 10-year old daughter is on the autism spectrum and has an |EP since she is 3-years old.
With her IEP and modified classroom option she was able to attend a regular classroom setting and have

modified classes for the math lessons she is struggling in.

Proposing new graduation options will leave children with learning disabilities, like my daughter, behind
the current curriculum and fighting to keep up with their classmates in lessons they have problems with.

| strongly urge you to reconsider the decision to restrict the availability of the special MS Occupational
Diploma for students with disabilities entering the Ninth Grade.

Thank you for your attention in this matter

Respectfully

Isolde Barachina
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Clinton Public School District

. ©. Box 300
Clinton, Mississippi 39060

Tim L. Martin, Ed.D.

Superintendent

August 30, 2017

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Director

Office of Accreditation

Mississippi Department of Education
Post Office Box 771

Jackson, MS 39205-0771

Re: Proposed Revisions to Graduation Requirements

Dr. Malone,

[ am writing in regard to the proposed graduation requirements for the 2018-2019 school year.
My leadership team has reviewed the proposed requirements and would like to share the
following concerns we have with these proposed requirements:

1.

The proposal creates the need for additional classes to be offered at the high school level
in order to account for the dramatic decrease proposed for senior work release. Currently,
only 11% of students in MS meet all four College/Career Ready benchmarks. This will
involve the need for additional teachers for the classes offered to these students. This will
essentially result in an unfunded mandate to districts. Senior work release has not only
become a “rite of passage” for most seniors, but in many cases a necessity for students to
work in order to help pay the upcoming expenses of college.

The requirement of a 2.5 GPA for the Career and Technical Endorsement will leave out
many deserving students from receiving this distinction that otherwise meet all of the
other requirements. We feel if a student meets all other CTE endorsement requirements
they should receive this distinction regardless of having obtained a 2.5 GPA.

The capstone experience required for the distinguished academic endorsement is a
worthy goal, but many smaller districts and communities will find it very difficult to
arrange and maintain the necessary involvement needed to include all students in this

process.

The requirement for a non-weighted grade of C or higher in College Dual Enroliment
courses, but not for AP or IB courses is a discrepancy we found for both the Academic

and Distinguished Endorsement proposals.
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5. The reduction in credit requirements for the Traditional Diploma in science and social
studies is a concern. We have been successful in getting all of our graduates to earn the
existing standard of four credits and feel lowering it to three is a step in the wrong
direction by reducing standards.

6. Lastly, but certainly not least is the affect this proposal will have on our special education
population. The removal of the MOD is having serious consequences already with us
having to push students to fit into one of two boxes, either a regular diploma or a
certificate. Most of these students have been pushed in their earlier years to try and stay
on the regular diploma track but have been unsuccessful and the MOD diploma was a

wonderful compromise between the two.

We are thankful for the opportunity to provide our input in this important decision and are
appreciative of the hard work from MDE staff in making this proposal. We all want what is best
for all students and hope our input will be used to help guide this decision.

Sincerely,

Tim L. Martin
Superintendent of Education
Clinton Public School District
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From: Alisa Bourng

To: Accreditation
Subject: Proposed Graduation Requirements
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 10:01:43 AM

I have so many concerns about the proposed graduation requirements, | don’t know exactly
where Lo begin!

First of all - where is Geography? 1 just can’t imagine that MDE would remove this course as
a requirement! Why, just why?

Second of all - you must want our dropout rate to go up!? Removing the Career Path and
District Options will take away the “fall-back™ or *safety net” for so many students. And,
only SCD kids can usc the proposed Alternate Diploma?! The SCD kids are the ones who
simply receive a certificate of attendance in the districts for which 1 have worked, not Miss
Occupational Diplomas, so suggesting that this Alternate Diploma is a substitute for MOD is
not the case for a lot of'schools. Or we will just see the number of SCDs kids go up.

Next - [ urge you, implore you, BEG you - if you are going to tie GPAs to graduation
requirements - PLEASE DICTATE TO DISTRICTS HOW GPAs ARE TO BE
CALCULATED! There are as many different ways to calculate GPAs in this state as
therc are high schools. 1f you don’t believe me, call Chris Jennings at Central Access. He
knows because most schools use SAM as their SIS, and he has been responsible for
programming it to calculate GPAs. [ am a Counselor who has worked for 3 different high
schools, and they all calculate GPAs differently. And yes, it makes a HUGE difference. Let
me give you an example - the district [ currently work for says that they are on a 4.0 scale, but,
they also say in their board policy that if a student receives a grade of 100 in a course (a course
worth | Carnegie unit), they will receive 5.0 points toward their GPA calculation. AND, if
that class is “weighted” (and they have a long list of weighted classes), the student will receive
an additional point, making the GPA 6.0! And becausc their grading scale is 10-point, a
student receiving a 70 in a weighted class (which is the lowest passing grade at some schools)
will receive 3.0 points toward their GPA - that’s a B. Kids get Bs for 70s, which are Ds in
other districts! | am not making this up. You guys are opening a huge can of worms with
this. You currently don’t dictate a universal grading scale or GPA calculation. Aud if you are

puriting GPAY into graduation requirenents - you simply must!

Lastly - [ am concerned about schools who are not able to offer all of the options to their
students. Let me explain. "T'he high school [ work for lost their Spanish teacher this year, and
was not able to replace her. That was the only foreign language we had. And we don’t know
it we can replace her next year. We talked to Ole Miss about offering our students Spanish
through their online high school, but it is just too expensive. We have tried Miss Virtual
Public School, but they fill up too fast, and so many of our kids don’t have internet at home.
(We can’t devote a computer lab to this all day either.). We are trying to make it work through
long-distance with another school, but this is not ideal. And what about the schools who can’t
do this? How can we say that they must take foreign languages to get these academic
diplomas and then not offer the foreign languages? ['m not saying | don’t like the diploma
option - what I'm saying is that MDE will need to help us. Can you get more MVPS slots for
us? Can you make a deal with Ole Miss and Miss State to lct us use their online high schools?
Something! Just please, don’t put in a mandate without creating a plan to help small, rural,

poor schools (most of Mississippi)!
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How will I know that my comments are presented to the board/committee? How will [ know
the decision?

Thank you,

Alisa A Boune,
SPHS Counselor
Office - 662 489.5925
Fax - 662.489.8598

> The foregoing electronic message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended only for the
use of the intended recipient named above. This communication may contain material protected by the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). If you are not the intended recipient, copying, distribution or use of
the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this electronic message in error, please notify us

immediately at 662.489.5925,
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From: Cheryl Malone

To: Aggreditation
Subject: new graduation requirements praposal

Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 10:47:39 AM

[ would like to voice my concerns over the proposed new graduation requirements for our
state. To my understanding, Mississippi has one of the higher sets of graduation requirements
NOW. | firmly believe that increasing our requirements will causc more stress on students,
leading to burnout, and eventually causing our dropout rate to increase. Our school offers very
few electives due to lack of staff; so increasing the required number of electives puts a strain
not only on the students but also on the district financially. Please reconsider increasing the
requirements. I'm not alone in feeling this would be detrimental to our schools. Thank you for

your consideration.

Cheryl Malone
South Pontotoc High School

*Cheryl Malone, NBCT*
Technology Education Teacher
South Pontotoc High School
662.489.5925 (Ext. 1823)

&

Confidentiality Disclaimer

The foregoing electronic message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are
intended only for the use of the intended recipient named above. This communication may
contain material protected by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). If you
are not the intended recipient, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this message is
strictly prohibited. If you received this electronic message in error, please notify us

immediately at 662-489-3932,
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Germantown High School

August 51, 2007

Dr.Jo Ann Malone, Director
Office of Acereditation
Mississippi Department of Education

RE: Comments Regarding Proposed Revisions (o Mississippt High School Graduation

Requirements

This letter addresses the concerns that | have regarding the new proposed revisions to the
Mississippi high school graduation requireiments.

Mississippt Department of Education’s (MDE) 5-Year Strategic Plan for 2016-2020 lists
the following as a goal--Every student graduates high school and is ready for college and
career. | feel that these new revisions contradiel that goal. If the goal is tor every student
fo graduate. which | fully support. | believe that there has to be more options for students
who have academic struggles. | feel that the graduation requirements target the student
that has average or above average abilities and leaves those students who may struggle.
behind. While there are options to satisfy the requirements of the required high school
assessments. what happens when a student cannot satisfy ali ol the required assessments?
All of the assessment options other than the Mississippl Academic Assessment Program
assessments cost additional money for the students. Who would provide the funding for

those options?

Another concer is the clarification of wording. Throughout the memorandum provided
by MDE. there appears to be contradictory wording. In one ligure . the Traditional
Diploma states that it is for all students. On the very next page. il states that all students
pursuing a Traditional Diploma must identify an endorseient prior to entering 9" grade
Is there an option far the Traditional Diploma to be a “stand alone™ diploma?

[y

When considering the endorsements that may be added to the Traditional Diploma, all
require a certification, o dual credit course. or some type of correspanding exam. Whoe
witl provide the funding for those requirements? Also. the verbage slates that the student
must “successfully complete” certain exaims. What will deterniine successiul
campletion? Still considering the endorsements, one of the requircments for them is a
mimimum 2.5 GPA. What happens when a student has completed all requirements buit
has fallen just short of the GPA requirement?

o

4. Another concern regards the College and Career Ready course. [ think that the content

sezms valuable but the prescribed time period in which ro teach the course is not realistic
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Syl Burrell, Assistant Pnncipal
Nascn Lollar, Asswstant Principal

There are instances when students have circumstances that necessitate an unexpected
carly exit of high school but if we have not been able to teach them the College and
Career Ready course. they would not be able to graduate. Also, what would high schools
do about students who are classified as seniors and transter into a Mississippi high school
during their senior year and have not been envolled in a corresponding course? [ am
requesting some flexibility in the timetable for instruction of this course.

5. Another topic that is related to the proposed graduation revisions is the double testing of
students who take Algebra I prior to their 9 grade year. Instead of mandating another
rest that must be taken for graduation requirements but does not have to be passed vet
will still count in our accountability ratings, could we use an assessment that all students
are already taking such as the ACT? This would only make sense $o as not to “punish”
those students and districts who choose to offer Algebra [ prior to the 9" grade,

6. Lastly, inall of the appendices of the propased revisions, footnote | has a statement that
confuses me. The statement is “Accelerated English 10 and AP English Language
Composition can be accepted in lien of English [I.” Does this mean that if a student
chooses to take Accelerated English 10 but chooses not to take AP English Language
Composition, they will not receive credit for having completed English (17 [f this ig 5o, ]
disagree with this requirement. If this is not the case, then I suggest that the wording be
changed to promote clavity of the statement.

fn conclusion. I do not believe that the revisions should be approved as proposed. Having first
heard about the revisions back in September 2015 and reading the current proposed
memoranduwn, I do not feel that much has changed nor has input provided by practitioners been
considered. As a high school principal, I implore you to pause the revision process and please
revise the proposal after carcfully considering the suggestions of those who are with the students
on & daity basis.

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely. —_—
= \
I
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Wesley Quick
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August 31,2017 sam Kelly

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Director
Office of Accreditation
Mississippi Department of Education

RE: Administrative Procedures Act {APA) Process Response far the Proposed Mississippi
Diploma Options

Dr. Malone,

We are writing this letter in support of the comments submitted on August 31,2017, by Dr,
Ronnie McGehee, our Superintendent of Madison County Schools. We also have additional
questions and/or coneerns for consideration:

|

We are concerned by the training and paperwork burden being created for school statf
and couaselors at both the high school and middle schools. Specifically in middle
schools, students and parents need high quality guidance on how choices in the middle
school will impact the student’s diploma track throughout high school. Administrators,
counselors, and teachers will be required to have a deep understanding of all the
curricular aptions at middle school as well as high school.

Along the saime lines, the expectations for documentation related to changing diploma
tracks should be made clear. Students & school staft should understand what impact an
endorsement will have in the post-secondary realm, The value of an endorsement (or
multiple endorsements, if allowed) should be clearly articulated at the state level in order
to provide consistency across the state. Otherwise, the value of the endorsement is

greatly diminished.

Regarding endarsements, do students have to declare an endorsement? Throughout the
memoranduin provided by MDE, there appears to be contradictory wording. [n one
figure, the Tradlitional Diploma states that it is for all students. On the very next page, it

states that all students pursuing a Traditional Diploma must identily an endorsement prior

to entering 9" grade. Is there an option for the Traditional Diploma 1o be a “stand alone”
diploma? Is there the possibility to continue Lo utilize a “District Option” diploma?

Another great concern is the inequity across the state regarding grading scales. What
happens when a stuclent has met the Caruegie unit requireinent for (heir particular
encdorsement but not the GPA requirement; do they not graduate? [n addition, we are
concemned that the 2.5 GPA requirement for the CTE endorsement will be a barrier lor
stuclents pursuing this diploma track. We believe that a 2.0 GPA (equivalent to a “C”
average) would make a more attainable and more realistic goal.
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4, From (he high school perspective, Early Release has long been an incentive during a

student’s first three years ot high school to earn their credits as well ag opportunity for
work-based experiences (some of which are crucial for family survival). If Early Release
is withheld due to not meeting the College or Career Readiness Benchmarks, how arce
students going to be able to obtain those Jost career experiences and missed earnings?
Furthermore, we believe that unintended consequences will oceur. Consequences such as
increased absenteeism, increased discipline referrals, and the need for additional teacher
units which poses additional funding needs for school districts. And while the intended
goal is to increase graduation rates, this requirement could have a negative effect and

increase the dropout rate.

When considering the endorsements that may be added to the Traditional Diploma, all
require a certification, a dual credit course, or some type of corresponding exam, Who
will provide the funding for those requirements?

Another concern regards the College and Career Ready course. We agree that the content
seems valuable but the prescribed time period in which to teach the course is not realistic.
There are instances when students have circomstances that necessitate an unexpected
early exit of high school but if we have not been able to teach them the College and
Career Ready course, they would not be able to graduate. Also, what would high schools
do about students who are classified ay seniors and transfer into a Mississippi high school
during their senior year and have not been enrolled in a corresponding course? And how
can a one-credit course be gained during the spring semester, except during a 4x4 block
scheduling situation. We are requesting some flexibility in the timetable for instruction
of this course as well as exemption froim the course if certain requirements (to be

determined) are met,

Another topic that is related to the proposed graduation revisions is the double testing of
students who take Algebra [ prior to their 9" grade year. Instead of mandating another
test that must be taken for graduation requirements but does not have to be passed yet
will still count in our accountability ratings, could we use an assessment that all students
are already taking such as the ACT? This would only imake sense 50 as not to *punish’™
those students and districts who choose to offer Algebra 1 prior to the 9" grade,

Lastly, in all of the appendices of the propused revisions, footnote | has a stalement that
confuses us. The statement is “Accelerated English 10 and AP English Language
Composition can be accepted in lieu of English 11" Does this mican that if a student
chooses 1o lake Accelerated English 10 but chooses not to take AP English Language
Composition, they will not receive credit for having completed English 117 IF this is so,
we disagree with this requirement. If this is not the case, then we suggest that the
wording be changed (o promote clarity of the statement.

Fuss [l ciped B, Tod e RO IR T S
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Thank you for the opportunity to cotnment on this very important decision which will have
lasting impact on the current and future students of Mississippi.
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From: Amanga Hendgrson

To: Accreditation
Subject: My son
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 11:08:44 AM

My son can not help that he was bom with dyslexia and he is pulled for help in special education everyday, which
he needs. He is smart, does this mean he will not get a diploma, he is in 7 th grade now?
A very concerned parent

Sent from my iPhone
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Rosa Scott School
200 Crawford Street
Madison, MS 39110

601-605-0054

To: Dr. Jo Ann Malone

Bureau Director
Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Accreditation

From: Jayme Sullivan, Ed.S., NCC, NCSC, LPC

Counselor
Past President of Mississippi Counseling Association

Date: August 31, 2017

Subject: Proposed Revisions to Mississippi High School Graduation
Requirements/Diploma Options, Standard 14, Appendix A and G

Dear Dr. Malone:

I am writing the letter in concern of the proposed graduation requirements that will begin in the
2018-2019 school year. Throughout the memorandum provided by MDE, there seems to be
concern over the wording and conflict throughout. Traditional Diploma is for all students but it
looks as if students must identify before entering the 9" grade. Do students declare an
endorsement, or can they select a Traditional Diploma track? The language states throughout the
student must complete certain exams. How will this be determined? There is major concern over
the GPA requirement due to the variations of how this is determined across our state. Each
district sets a grading scale to determine GPA. It is not the same across the state. District
establish the number of Carnegie Units for graduation. 1 feel this will have unintended
conscquences. | have seen the issue of GPA difference with students applying for scholarships at
the Universities. What happens to a student when they meet the requirements, but does not make

the GPA requirement?

| feel Career and College Ready is imperative in our state, but how do we address the many
student that move into our systems from out of state or private institutions junior or senjor year
and have not enrolled in a corresponding course? Some students for reason will need an early
exit from high school, that may now not be possiblc if they have not completed the College and
Career Ready Course. The wording states the course may be taught during the spring semester
of junior year, however, unless the school district is on 4 X 4, a year- long course may not be
taught in semester. The proposal limitation to students eligible for early release should be
reconsidered. Student should meet College and Career Readiness Benchmarks, but to restrict
students from early release where they are going to work sites could not only have a negative
impact on the student that will not receive the work experience/training, but could have a
negative economic impact on communities and families. School will have to increase teacher
units and classes to accommodate these revisions. This will increase the employment costs for
each district. What about the students that would have been Mississippi Occupational Diploma
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track that no longer will have this as an option. They had a work experience requirement in the
program, but not if they are not able to meet the 2.5 GPA requirement where will they have the
opportunity to receive experience when they may not be able to reach the 2.5 requirement but are
meeting the minimum requirements for graduation.

As a school counselor, we have made steps to increase the time available to spend with students
to address academic, personal/social, and career interest of our populations. These
recommended changes will cause our school systems to take steps backwards due to the potential
training and paperwork that will be created for middle and high school counselors. Choices in
middle school will impact the student’s diploma track throughout high school. Counselors,
Administrators, and teachers will be required to have a deep understanding of ali the options
starting with middle school. Monitoring the paperwork to complete cach student will have an
impact on how school counselor may stay incompliance with the State Law of spending 80% of
the time in direct contact. Counselors will require more than 20% of a time tracking the courses
if they have a large number of students assigned to each counselor.

Information should be made clear to the students and the parents what is the expectations of
changing diploma track. Students and school staff must understand clearly the impact it will

have on the student’s post-secondary choices.

Thank you for your time in reviewing my thoughts,
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TO: Dr. JoAnn Malone

Executive Director
Mississippi Department of Education, Otfice of Accreditation

FROM: Cassandra Williams, Superintendent of Canton Public School District
DATE.: August 31,2017
SUBJECT:  Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Process Response

Proposed Revisions to Standard 14 Graduation Requirements, Appendix A and G

[ssue # 1 The GPA of 2.5 Requirement in the CTE Option

‘The requirement for CTE students to obtain a 2.5 GPA is too high under the C'TE Diploma
Option. Many students who participate in the CTE program may or may not go to college, and
some are special needs students. Requiring a 2.5 GPA will be too much for these students.
Requiring no specific GPA, or at most a 2.0, would be a better and a more realistic requirement.

Issue 42 Declaring a Graduation Option

Will MDE require students to declare an endorsement above the Traditional Diploma? Some
students may fall short in pursuit of a specific diploma option because of the additional GPA
requirement or the advanced coursework requirements. If this happens, are students locked into
completing the original diploma track, or can students change their diploma track as needed?
Our opinion is that students should not be locked into a specific diploma traclk without the option

of changing it as needed.

Issue #3 The Traditional Diploma

During the 2016-17 school year, our district implemented a requirement to hold seniors
accountable for obtaining a higher ACT score their senior year by withholding the early release
program and requiring them to participate in an ACT prep course. We attempted to withhold the
early release option until the student received a higher ACT score. This process was not
effective for a majority of our student population because of the level of poverty that we have
and the financial need for those students to be part of the early release work program. We had an
oulery from parents because this local requirement impacted the family’s household income and
caused unexpected burdens on families. We had to umediately rethink this requirement and
relax it to accommodate the needs of our students and community. In addition, we had to
consider the fact that not all of our students are going to college. Please consider committing the

CCR ACT benchmark to determine early release for seniors.
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Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Director

Office of Accreditation

Mississippi Department of Education
P.0.Box 771

fackson, MS 30205-0771

Dear Dr. Malone,

I have reviewed the Proposed Mississippi Diploma Options, which will begin in the
2018-2019 school year and have the following concerns/questions:

1.

Will funding be provided by the state to fund the administration of the ACT
WorkKeys for students selecting the Career and Technical Endorsement?

What is the rationale for students being required to take their Career and College
Readiness credit within one semester of graduation? This is a scheduling

concern.

The GPA requirement for the Career and Technical Endorsement is not realistic.
Many students will struggle to achieve the 2.5 GPA, but still meet all of the other

requirements.

Will students taking an AP course under the Academic Endorsement be required
to score a 3 on the AP exam?

Does the early release College or Career Readiness Benchmarks under the
Traditional Diploma Option refer to the ACT College and Career Readiness
Benchmarks or the MS [HL College and Career Readiness Benchmarks?

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these proposed revisions.

Sincerely,

@C&:m‘:t,w &=
Delesicia Martin

Superintendent of Education
Hinds County School District

13192 Highway 18 « Raymond, MS 39154
Telephone 601-857-5222 » Fax 601-857-8548 + wivw.hinds.k12.ms.us
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From: Carol Byrne

To: Agcreditation

Subject: APA concerning the proposed diploma changes
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 2:14:31 PM

Dear MDE

After reading the proposed changes | have a few concerns:
1. This could cause a hardship on smaller schools - adding teacher without additional funding

2. This could adversely effect dropout rate
3. The special needs students - some can not get a traditional diploma. This will be heart breaking to

them.

Thanks for letting me express my concerns

Carol C. Byrne
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August 31, 2017

Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Director

Office of Accreditation

Mississippi Department of Education
Post Cffice Box 771

Jackson, MS 39205

Re: Proposed Revisions to Graduation Requirements

Dr. Malone:

Please accept this written cotrespondence (APA) In regards to the proposed graduation
requirements for the 2018-2019 school year. The leadership of the Ocean Springs School District
has carefully reviewed the documents that were disseminated and offer the following

statements/requests for clarification:

1. The fact that the State’s Acceleration Model for Accountability Standards does not
recognize the heightened level of rigor of AP and IB classes is further intensified by the
requirement for a non-weighted grade of C or higher in College Dual Enrollment courses.
This is also evident in the endorsements for the Distinguished and Academic
endorsements. The fact that AP and IB students take courses that far exceed the rigor of
an entry-level college course AND they must also pass a qualifying exam with a specific
score for college credit should certainly validate more weight being given for those

courses.

S

On the new diploma options the following has been stated in the Cuwrriculum
Coordinator's PowerPoint on June 12, 2017:
for early graduation, a student should successfully complete an area of

endorsement, (page 13)

a. Does this statement mean that the MDE will now recognize these students and
their scores in the accountability model? Will they now be included in the
senior snapshot? Also, how does this statement address the Early Exit
Diploma removal that we see referenced on page 20 of the same document?
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Dr. Jo Ann Malone
Page 2
August 31, 2017

b. As a district that offers Camnegie unit credit in middle school AND operates
on the 4x4 for high school, we have many students who could very well leave
in December of the senior year. MDE's documents reflect that it will
discourage this practice and we are now in the process of addressing this issue
from a district policy level and we need clarification.

¢. Please understand that if districts must offer supplemental courses just to fill
up a senior year that this has dramatic budget considerations as well. Again,
for districts that permit Carnegie unit credits at the middle school level and
operate on the 4x4 for high school the number of credits required for
graduation will be exhausted by students in the first semester of the senior
year and for some by the end of the junior year.

3. Students with an [EP under the proposal are not able to exit with a certificate of
completion until they have reached the age of 20. We believe this is an unfair
disadvantage to the students and in fact increases the number of dropouts due to them
being unable to graduate with their peers. We propose that a student’s graduation track
may be changed after they have completed four years at the high school and have
unsuccessfully attempted the SATP in all required areas in the graduation requirements,
two or more times.

4. Please clarify whether school districts can ADD to the requirements as currently our
district graduation requirements exceed the number of units of the proposed traditional

state diploma.
5. Clarify the requirements for Early Release: in the documents out for APA it states they

must meet the [HL benchmark requirement of a 17 on English and a 19 on Math but the
MS Accountability Benchmark scores are an 18 on English and a 22 on Math.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond in the APA process and we look forward to
clarifications,

Sincerely.

-

77
Cf%x,/
n:gA Coleman, Ph.D.

Surferintendent of Schools

‘L/f - -
Pl A
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From: Raber, Julle

To: Acgreditation

Ca: Julie Rabert

Subject: APA review

Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 3:23:42 PM
Concerns:

GPA is figured differently across the state
Work Release helps ours seniors earn money for family and for college

[f we don't have Work Release then we don't have enough teaching units for students and class
sizes will be even larger for regular classes

The ACT College and Career Ready is higher than what is required for Accreditation why?

If Seniors are going to be required to have a math senior year, then we need more options for
math electives that are for the real world. Most students can't do Algebra Il and AP Calculus.

Alternate Diploma Option should NOT have the name diploma in it unless it is a true diploma.
Parents gets confused when it says diploma and it is really just a certificate of completion.

Transfer students from out of state or private schools who do have the Career and College
Readiness Course

[nformation should be made clear to the students and the parents what is the expectations of
changing diploma track. Students and school staff must understand clearly the impact it will

have on the student’s post-secondary choices.

Thank you for your time in revicwing my concerns,

Julie Rabert

Counselor

Hancock High School

7084 Stennis Airport Drive
Kiln, MS 39556
jrabert@hancockschools.net
228-467-2251
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From: Martin, Kimberly

To: Accreditotion

Subject: Graduation revision concems

Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:07:06 PM

Subject: Proposed Revisions to Mississippi High School Graduation

Requirements/Diploma Options, Standard 14, Appendix A and G

Dear Dr. Jo Ann Malone:

| am writing the letter in concern of the proposed graduation requirements that will
begin in the 2018-2019 school year. Throughout the memorandum provided by MDE,
there seems to be concern over the warding and conflict throughout. Traditional
Diploma is for all students but it looks as if students must identify before entering the
oM grade. Do students declare an endorsement, or can they select a Traditional
Diploma track? The language states throughout the student must complete certain
exams. How will this be determined? There is major concern over the GPA
requirement due to the variations of how this is determined across our state. Each
district sets a grading scale to determine GPA. It is not the same across the state.
District establish the number of Carnegie Units for graduation. [ feel this will have
unintended consequences. | have seen the issue of GPA difference with students
applying for scholarships at the Universities. What happens to a student when they
meet the requirements, but does not make the GPA requirement?

| feel Career and College Ready is imperative in our state, but how do we address the
many student that move into our systems from out of state or private institutions junior
or senior year and have not enrolled in a corresponding course? Some students for
reason will need an early exit from high school, that may now not be possible if they
have not completed the College and Career Ready Course. The wording states the
course may be taught during the spring semester of junior year, however, unless the
school district is on 4 X 4, a year- long course may not be taught in semester. The
proposal limitation to students eligible for early release should be reconsidered.
Student should meet College and Career Readiness Benchmarks, but to restrict
students from early release where they are going to work sites could not only have a
negative impact on the student that will not receive the work experience/training, but
could have a negative economic impact on communities and families. School will
have to increase teacher units and classes to accommodate these revisions. This will
increase the employment costs for each district. What about the students that would
have been Mississippi Occupational Diploma track that no longer will have this as an
option. They had a work experience requirement in the program, but not if they are
not able to meet the 2.5 GPA requirement where will they have the opportunity to
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receive experience when they may not be able to reach the 2.5 requirement but are
meeting the minimum requirements for graduation.

As a school counselor, we have made steps to increase the time available to spend
with students to address academic, personal/social, and career interest of our
populations. These recommended changes will cause our school systems to take
steps backwards due to the potential training and paperwork that will be created for
middle and high school counselors. Choices in middie school will impact the
student’s diploma track throughout high school. Counselors, Administrators, and
teachers will be required to have a deep understanding of all the options starting with
middle school. Monitoring the paperwork to complete each student will have an
impact on how school counselor may stay incompliance with the State Law of
spending 80% of the time in direct contact. Counselors will require more than 20% of
a time tracking the courses if they have a large number of students assigned to each

counselor.

Information should be made clear to the students and the parents what is the
expectations of changing diploma track. Students and school staff must understand
clearly the impact it will have on the student’s post-secondary choices.

Thank you for your time in reviewing my thoughts,

Kim Martin

School Counselor
Hancock High School
work (228) 467-2251
fax (228) 463-1983
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From: 251 it

To: ;ic_gzgii.tat,i_ao
Subject: APA
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:52:53 PM

Good afternoon,

I'am very concerned with the proposed Mississippi Diploma Options. If the new requirements
are made our drop out rate is going to rise.

The GPA and ACT requircments will hinder many of our lower functioning students from
graduating. Not to mention our EL students who struggle to pass classes and state test already.

Not every student is academically inclined so they cannot meet the IHL requirements and they
are not going to attend college.

Many of our students are economically challenged and they have to work to help support their
family. Most of these students do not have the support or the aptitude to meet many of these
requirements. Also, if you drop early work releasc you will have to find funding for more

teachers to teach the extra blocks.

Thank you for taking time to allow us to give our input.
Michelle Cresap

Michelle Cresap, M.Ed, Ed. S, NCC, NCSC
School Counselor

Richland High School

1202 Highway 49 South

Richland, MS 39218

Phone: 601-939-4610
Fax: 601-939-7631

Rankin County School District
Mission: Bring Everyone’s Strengths Together! We will all intentionally focus on empowering our students

to reach their maximum potential by embracing opportunities and challenges while cultivating a tradition of
distinction in education,
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s Coalition
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T Citizens Opening Doors Together Since 1989
3| with
S P stegr 2 Old River Place, Suite M, Jackson, Mississippi 39202
Disabilities Phone: (601) 969-0601 Toll free: (800] 821-7255
Fax: (601} 709 0250 Websile: www.msccd.org
August 31,2017

Dr. Jo Ann Malone
Office of Accreditation
359 N. West Street

Post Oftice Box 771
Jackson, MS 39205-0771

Dear Dr. Malone,

[ appreciate the opportunity to comment on the new graduation options being proposed by the
Mississippi State Board of Education.

The Coalition for Citizens with Disabilities is a nonprofit statewide cross-disability organization
comprised of people with disabilities, family members, professionals and advocates. The
Coalition works collaboratively to enhance the quality of life for Mississippians with disabilities
and to empower them to reach their potential in all aspects of their lives. Since 2006 our
organization has been designated as the Parent Training and Information Center for the State of
Mississippi by the US Department of Education. Our center provides training information and
suppott to parents who have children with disabilitics and youth with disabilitics across the state.

My own son, a twenty-six year old young man with autism, attended public school n the stale of
Mississippi. [ applaud the Department and the Board of Education for having the vision to set
forth new rigorous standards that I believe will help many more students realize their potential.
For far too long in Mississippi we have talked about what we can't do, and all the reasons why
we can’t. We have said things like “but you don’t understand what all we deal with in
Mississippi”', "what more can you expect”. The statements of defeat and low expectations have
proliferated. It is refreshing to finally see a new dialogue, to see discussions about how we CAN
do things and plans for how we willl We must see past not only our state’s challenges but also
the percetved limitations of students in Mississippi. My son’s story, the story of a person with
autism who had a breakthrough in his ability to communicate at the age of 20 years old, is a
prime example of why we should and we MUST give all students the opportunity to learn and be
exposed to grade level curriculum with the appropriate supports in place to ensure their success.

In reviewing the membership of the Graduation Requirements Diploma Options Steering
Committee, [ was disappointed to find that this committee did not include parents who have
children with disabilities. Research has cousistently shown that parents are the most critical
stakeholders in the educational process yet they were not included on a committee tormed to put
forth new options strongly impacting the future of their children. This seems to be a growing

pattern at the Department and is very disturbing.
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According to 2 2013 report by The National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) “about
85 to 95% of students with disabilities can meet the graduation standards targeted for all other
students, as long as they receive specially designed instruction and appropriate access, supports
and accommodations. ” Under the new graduation options proposed, all students except those
with significant cognitive disabilities (SCD) will be expected to pursue a regular high school
diploma. The number of students allowed by the U.S. Department of Education to be exempt
from standard assessments due to a ruling of SCD is 1%. Therefore, based on the NCEO report,
if new graduation requirements are implemented as currently proposed, we are expecting
approximately 10% - 14% of students with disabilitics in Mississippi not to receive a diploma.
Goal #2 identified by the Mississippi State Board of Education is "Every Student Graduates
High School and is Ready for College and Career” yet we are setting up an entire group of
students to fail.

[ strongly urge the Department and the State Board of Education either retain the current
Mississippi Occupational Diploma (MOD) or add an additional pathway under the new
graduation options to insure success for this subgroup of students. The number of students
allowed to pursue this additional option could be limited to approximately 10% - 14% (the
number of students expected to fail under the currently proposed options).

As we move forward, in order to achieve the State Board of Education’s mission - “fo create a
world-class educational system that gives students the knowledge and skills to be successful in
college and the workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens” - stronger measures must be
in place to make sure students with disabilities are truly receiving specially designed instruction
and appropriate access, supports and accommodations. Without these critical elements students

with disabilities will not be able to succeed.

Thank you for your dedication and commitment to ensuring success for ALL students in
Mississippi.

Sincerely,

%Ma«

Pam Dollar
Executive Director
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From: Angelg Jones

To: Aggreditation
Subject: Graduation Options

Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:57:01 PM

Dear Sir or Madam:
Thanks for the support you provide to our school district.

We would like to request for an additional District Option for the Graduation Options. We
have several students who struggle to meet the 24 credit requirements and this would allow for
those students to have an additional option to be able to graduate with a standard diploma. The
District Option should allow districts to allow students to use the 21 credit option for

graduation,

Thanks,
Angela Jones
Canton Public School District
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From: Mamie lones

Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2017 2:21 PM
To: Jo Ann Malone <JMalane@mdeki2.org>
Subject: graduation accrediatian

Hello, My name is Mamie Jones and my grandson attend” in Greenville, Ms. | am
his legal guardian. His mom died when he was two. | have been caring for him since her death has
cerebal palsay The doctors at ummc thought he would not live but God has bless him these years..

is @ heme bound student. As he get older his health is deteriorating. has learns or has reach his
lirited of learning as far as what the guide line. he knows a lot of stuff but the goals they have are not
possible for him... He is totally dependable on me and his nurses...He don't talk or walk or use his
hands...he communcate with his eyes and facial expression..He is being seen by the Palative team at
Umme in Jax bday was yesterday he turned 16 and would be a junior if he was normal. | had him
transition with his class when he was entering the 9th grade...Now they are telling me he has to stay in
schoal till he is 21 to graduate with his class.F understand and we have been telling he will graduate
in 2019. His health is not well and it unfair to him or us to let him miss this milestone...We understand
that will never get a job or live outside the house. He will never ga te daycare because he have to
be in a control environment.. has a limited amount of brain cell .has a trache . feeding
tube...scoliosis...he 1s on a lot of med...We dont know from day to day if he will be with us _.we have
almost lost him a few time It is our dream to see him graduate with cap and gown. | am 59 years old
and his nurse is 72 please grant us this opportuny to see ] march with the class of 2019 _ If you need
more information please contact me at“.
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Phone 601-960-8725
Facsimile 601-960-8713
Email Irrirray@jackson. k12.ns.us

Freddrick Murray, Ph.D.
Interim Superintendent of Schools

wivw, jacksan k12 ms.us

TO: Dr. Jo Ann Malone, Bureau Director
Office of Accreditation
Mississippi Department of Education

FROM: Dr, Freddrick Murray
Interim Superintendent of Schools

DATE: August 31, 2017

RE: Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Process Response to Proposed Revisions to
Standard 14: Graduation Requirements of the Mississippi Public Schools
Accountability Standards

One of Mississippi’s most significant areas of growth over the last few years is evidenced in its
4-year adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR). By increasing its graduation rate and decreasing
its dropout rate in large part due to the multiple pathways by which students can receive a
diploma, Mississippi, as well as the Jackson Public School District, has seen statistically
significant growth trends related to student achievement and growth, graduation, and college and

career readiness.

Upon review of the proposed revisions to Standard 14: Graduation Requirements of the
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, the Jackson Public School District wishes to
comment on the following proposed revisions for the Traditional Diploma Option:

1. Early Release Requirement

Mississippi has selected the ACT to measure students’ college and career readiness and
student achievement in high school. Only 11% of Mississippi 11th graders tested in 2016
met benchmark scores in all four tested areas, as opposed to 26% nationwide. While the
Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) has set specific benchmarks for students to
meet college- and career-readiness expectations as a part of the state accountability
model, individual colleges and universities determine placement requirements for credit-
bearing courses in reading, English, and mathematics. To require early release students
to meet the college and career readiness benchmarks may prevent students [rom

» enrolling in an early college program while still in high school to defray college

expenses
* gaining real-world experiences
e carning income to assist their families with future college expenses and / or
household expenses; and
e receiving ongoing mentoring and coaching from reputable adults in the

community.

JACKSON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT

662 South President Stieet Post Office Box 2338 jackson, Mississippi 39225-2318
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2. Career and Technical Education (CTE) Endorsement — Grade Point Average (GPA)
Requirement

While many CTE students achieve a graduation rate higher than state and national
averages, requiring CTE students to earn an overall GPA of 2.5 is excessive, considering
the additional Carnegie units, courses, and credentials students must earn for this
cndorsement. Requiring an overall 2.0 is more reasonable in sustaining students’
achievement and growth for this CTE endorsement.

3. Academic and Distinguished Academic Endorsements — Non-Weighted Courses

According to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), accelerated learning courses and
programs include postsecondary level courses accepted for credit at institutions of higher
education, including dual or concurrent enrollment programs, early college high schools;
or postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted for credit at
institutions of higher education, including Advanced Placement (AP) and International
Baccalaureate (IB) programs. To weigh courses such as AP and [B courses and not
weigh dual credit courses offered by accredited colleges and universities is unfair.

School districts should retain the autonomy to weigh all courses considered as accelerated

learning courses.

Thank you for allowing the Jackson Public School District an opportunity to provide a response
regarding the proposed revisions to Standard 14: Graduation Requirements. These revisions will
have a significant impact on Mississippi students reaching their long-term college and career

goals.
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From: earthsaen wallace
Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:20 PM
To: Jo Ann Malone <JMalone@mdek12.0rg>

Subject NN

My name is Earthsean Wallace

I am writing this letter in behaif of m to graduate on time instead of
waiting until he is twenty-one. I am the nurse that take care of—every day.

struggle every day with cerebral palsy. He is unable to use his lambs, unable to
talk, only make facial expression when he want something or something is hurting. He has a
feeding tube, tracheotomy. He often go through with periods of stoming where it's look it's
last breath with stretching and stuffing of his lamps, heart rate reach to 160 or 170 beats a
minute, respiration get to 40 to 60 per minute. He has to have respiratory treatments
around the clock.One of the lungs stop working last year. He is an a lot of medication. Some
days he is in a lot of pain and we has to medicate him some time around the clock. from
one day to the next we don't know if this day will be his last day or not. _ have a
sense of human he understand what you are saying and respond by smiling or turning his
head from for no or yes. We told him he was graduating with his class in 2019, you would
see a big smile come on his face. It would mean the world to ||| and his
grandmother to see him graduate on time with his class. this a milestone for both of them.
His grandmother have been his caregiver for sixteen years. They have been in and out off
the hospital, with not knowing whether they was would come home again or not. I am

asking on behalf otho let him graduate with his class it would mean the world to
see graduate with his class. If he make it to graduation he deserve to graduate, I truly hope

this can happen for him and his irandmother. Please help him to graduate to graduate on

time. I am sending a picture of on the day of his birthday, he knew it was his
birthday and he was so happy, gave me a big smile when I said happy birthday and song
the birthday song.

Thank you
Nurse Earthsean Wallace LPN
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PASS CHRISTIAN PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT

Caommirted to Excellence

1

August 31,2017

(=}

Dr. Ju Ane Malone, Director
Office of Acereditation
Mississippt Dcpanment of Education
Post Oftice Bax 77
Jackson, MS JQ"(D 0771

Re: Proposed Revisions to Graduation Requirements

Dr. Malone,

We are writing you today m regard to the proposed graduation requivenents that are set to
begin during the 2018-2019 school year, We have reviewed the proposed requirements

and would like to share the following concerns and questions:
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CARLA T KEVERS, PLILD, « Superiniendent
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Furthernmote, at a receot curricatunn director’s meeling, the State Divector of
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Sincerely.

Rob French
Assistant Directoe of Corriculum and Instruction

R

e
Méridith Banz
Chicet Academic Olficer

Carla k. Evers. PA. D
Superintendent

215



From: (avle Fortenberry

To: Agcreditation
Subject: APA Camiments on Graduation standards
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:49:38 PM

Dear Dr. Malone:

As a parent and former CTE teacher, the following components of the new graduation
requirements raise questions for me, and some need clarification or require editing:

1. Are the phrases/words “may only” “may be” “must be” “required” “may only be” all
synonymous? The language throughout Appendix A-3 (and others) is inconsistent, which
creates a bit of confusion. Can you clean up these phrases and if a course if required, use

the word “required?”

2. In Appendix A-4, Mississippi Early Exit Diploma, these requirements as outlined in this
document do not meet the required College Preparatory Curriculum mandated by
Mississippi’s IHL. A student graduating with 17.5 credits on this plan would not even be able
to gain admittance to college in Mississippi, because it does not require a Foreign Language or
Introduction to Werld Geography. Looking at A-4, without knowing about IHL’s CPC, a
student could gain early exit from high school without being College ready. How can this be

justified?

Appendix A-5, the chart of Assessment Options on page 28,

. The chart indicates that a Social Studies score is required on the ACT. There is no
Social Studies section on the ACT. How can you require a 17 when there is no possible
way to get that score in that section?

2. In college courses in Mississippi, there is no course titled American History. A studentina
Mississippi school cannot dual enroll or earn dual credit by taking College American llistory
because it doesn’t exist. Please clarify specifically what course will count as dual credit.

3. In college courses in Mississippi, there is no course called Coliege Biology. Also, is a
laboratory required with this course? Will any freshman level biology course count?

Please clarify.

Appendix A-6 Traditional Diploma

1. How is it that if these new standards are intended to increase rigor when the number
of required courses in Science and Social Studies has been reduced?

2. If a student graduates with a Traditional Diploma by these standards, the student will not be
College ready. No foreign language is required, and no Geography course is required. A
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student could not get into a Mississippi college with a traditional diploma. How do you
justify this?

3. In my opinion, the early release option should not be an expectation highlighted on the
proposed graduation requirements. It should be listed as a separate guideline in the steps to
high school graduation,

4. Where does one find the College or Career Readiness Benchmarks referenced in
footnote 12? And should it not be College AND Career Readiness, not College OR
Career Readiness? Who has the power to assess a student for this benchmark
attainment at the local level? At what grade level is this assessment made?

Appendix A-7 CTE Endorsement
l. Why is there a restriction on the type of Arts courses for this endorsement?

2. If the State is going to require a CTE endorsement student to take the WorkKeys, what is
the cost? Where is the WorkKeys test administered? Will the State pay for the student
to take the WorkKeys? How many times can it be taken until the appropriate level is

attained? When are they required to take it? What if the student takes the ACT? Will

an appropriate ACT score stand in lieu of WorkKeys?

3. On additional requirements for the CTE endorsement, should students have the option of
completing one CTE dual credit OR dual enrollment course, rather than just a dual
credit course? Who is responsible for paying the fees and books for this required
course? The student? The district? The state? Also, the ACT should be required,
otherwise a CTE student could not enroll in Dual Credit courses.

4. This endorsement should be identified as Career and Technical Education, not Career and
Technical.

Appendix A-8 Academic Endorsement

|. Why is there a restriction on the type of Arts courses for this endorsement?

2. If a student graduates with a Traditional Diploma with an Academic Endorsement by these
standards, the student will not be College and Career ready. No foreign language is required,
and no Geography course is required. A student could not get into a Mississippi college with
this endorsement. Your electives list should include required courses for college admission,
rather than leaving the electives section so generic.

3. For the additional requirements for this endorsement:

Who will be responsible for paying the fees and books for the AP, IB and/or required
Dual credit/dual enrollment course?

Will a dual enrollment course count as a requirement? You only have dual credit
specified.
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Appendix A-9 Distinguished Endorsement

1. Why is there no restriction on the type of Arts courses for this endorsement?

2. In regards to the electives, what is the difference between ITHL Advanced Electives
and CPC? Are they not one in the same? You should specify what courses you consider

Advanced Electives.
3. Why is the SAT acceptable only with this endorsement?
4. For the additional requirements for this endorsement,

Who will be responsible for paying the fees and books for the AP, IB and/or required
Dual credit/dual enrollment course?

Will a dual enrollment course count as a requirement? You only have dual credit
specified.

General Comments

My opinion regarding the proposed changes is that these graduation options are very
confusing. There are too many options and very little variation between the endorsements.
The endorsements are obviously designed to track students, and I do not feel that this is
beneficial to all students. What is the relevance and purpose of the endorsement system?
Who does it affect? How does it help or hurt a student who graduates from a Mississippi High
school and makes a decision about their future? 1f a student in a traditional diploma track with
no endorsements decides one to two years out of high school that they want to go to college,
will he/she be able to gain admittance? What if a student on a CTE endorsement track earns a
skilled trade, then gets a job in a company that expects all employees to earn a bachelor’s
degree. Will that student be able to gain admittance to a Mississippi University? Our goal
should be to prepare ALL students for College and Career Readiness. Period. End of story.
When they “walk” or graduate, they should have been given every effort and been afforded
every opportunity that the student in line ahead of them and the student in line behind them
was given to be successful. We don’t need fabels. We need high school graduates who have
the basic tools to make a decision for their own personal future.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions.

Gayle Fortenberry
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