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OFFICE OF SCHOOL AND DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
04. Information: Report on Mississippi Assessment Program (MAP) achievement gap 

results by subgroup for each school district [Goals 1, 2, 4, and 6 – MBE Strategic 
Plan] 

 
Background Information: In accordance with Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
Section 1111h(1)c PL 95-117, the Division of Research and Development has 
calculated and produced achievement gap data by subgroup for each school 
district using the 2016 Mississippi Assessment Program (MAP) results.  The 
achievement gap has been calculated using student achievement at proficient and 
above for both the state and district level and is disaggregated for the following 
subgroups:  
 
• All Students 
• Major Racial & Ethnic groups 
• Students with Disabilities 
• Limited English Proficient 
• Economically disadvantaged 
• Gender 

  
This item references Goals 1, 2, 4, and 6 of the Mississippi Board of Education 
2016-2020 Strategic Plan.  
 
Information Only 
 
Back-up material attached 
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1 
Division of Research and Development 
Mississippi Department of Education 

Understanding Subgroup Performance 
 

Top Line:  Subgroup performance differences are provided to illuminate educational access and 

opportunity gaps among students in the 144 public school districts in the State of Mississippi. 

 

Tool: Subgroup performance is displayed using a graphical representation of student 

achievement called a “heat map”.  The three colors (red, amber, green) provide the reader with 

an intuitive understanding of the relative performance of a particular subgroup of students in 

relationship to the state average.   

 Minority: 
African 

American 
Minority: 

Other ED SWD EL Male 
District 29.9 31.6 6.6 15.0 9.7 6.4 
State 28.6 12.1 26.5 24.5 16.4 7.6 

 

 

 

 

 

RED:  Significantly higher gap than the state average 

AMBER: Within five (5) percentage points of the state average gap 

GREEN: Below the state average gap by more than five (5) points 

 

Rule of Thumb:  Large positive numbers in red suggest very large gaps.  Small positive or 

negative (reverse gap1) numbers in green suggest no real gaps. 

                                                           
1 A reverse gap means the particular subgroup (e.g., students with disabilities) outperformed the referent group.  Further, gap 
analysis is limited in its explanatory power when no referent group is available (e.g., all students are economically disadvantage) 
or the reference group is very small (i.e., less than 30 students). 

Minority Other: combines Hispanic, Asian, Native American and other minority populations 

ED: Economically disadvantaged 

SWD: Students with disabilities 

EL: English learners 
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Division of Research and Development 
Mississippi Department of Education 

 

Background: The Mississippi Department of Education annually produces reports on the 

percentage of students meeting or exceeding the “high water mark” (Proficiency or Advanced) 

on its statewide assessments.  These aggregate data points are provided to reflect how well 

students are mastering the skills and knowledge necessary to be considered fully proficient and 

ready for the next grade or course that requires additional, more complex understanding and 

application.  However, performance on the state’s assessments is not uniformly distributed 

among different student characteristics, specifically students from economically disadvantaged 

households and/or those learning English.   The aforementioned student characteristics are well 

documented in the literature beginning as early as the Coleman Report (Equality of Educational 

Opportunity, 1966) has illuminated the general public of the considerable performance gaps 

among students.  In 2001, the Congress passed P.L. 107-110 (No Child Left Behind) with a 

particular emphasis in Section 1111 on evaluating the performance of subgroups and holding 

schools and districts accountable for the identified students making adequate yearly progress.  

This federal mandate continues in the recent reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1965 through the passage of P.L. 114-95 (Every Student Succeeds Act). 

Specifically, Section 1111(b)(2) requires the reporting of the following: (a) each major racial and 

ethnic group, (b) economically disadvantaged students as compared to students who are not 

economically disadvantaged, (c) children with disabilities as compared to children without 

disabilities, (d) English proficiency status, (e) gender, and (f) migrant status.  The implied 

purpose of examining the aforementioned subgroups is to identify and ameliorate performance 

discrepancies, thus promoting equitable opportunities for all students. 
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