
OFFICE OF CHIEF OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

Consent Agenda 
January 21, 2016 

OFFICE OF STUDENT ASSESSMENT 

I. Action: Revise the following State Board of Education policies: [Goals 1 and 2 -
MOE Strategic Plan] (J.P. Beaudoin) 
(Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comments) 

1. Revise State Board Policy Part 3, Chapter 78, Rule 78.7 - Schedule [Goals 
1 and 2 - MOE Strategic Plan] 

a. Rule 78. 7 Schedule. The Mississippi State Department of Education, 
subject to the approval of the State Board of Education, will establish 
and disseminate a testing schedule for the Mississippi Statewide 
Assessment System prior to 01 October of each year. An up-to-date 
copy of the schedule shall be kept on file at the Mississippi Department 
of Education. 

Source: Miss Code Ann. 37-1-3, 37-16-3 (Revised 1012015) 

2. Revise State Board Policy Part 3, Chapter 78, Rule 78.8- Setting Student
Level Standards for State Assessments [Goals 1 and 2 - MOE Strategic Plan] 

a. Rule 78. 8 Setting Student-Leve/ Standards for State Assessments. 
Assessments of the Mississippi Statewide Assessment System shall 
have five (5) achievement levels, competencies, descriptors, and 
applicable achievement cut scores - collectively referred to as academic 
achievement standards, including alternative academic achievement 
standards for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Academic achievement standards shall be established using a 
technically sound method recognized by national experts extensively 
grounded in the research literature. 

Source: Miss Code Ann. 37-1-3, 37-16-3 (Revised 1012015) 

3. Revise State Board Policy Part 3, Chapter 78, Rule 78.10 - Subject Area 
Testing Program Appeals Process [Goals 1 and 2 - MOE Strategic Plan] 

a. Appeal for Rescoring 
i. When a student, parent, or district personnel has reason to 

believe that, due to a scoring error a student did not pass an 
assessment within the Mississippi Statewide Assessment 
System, the district may request the MOE manually rescore the 
assessment. The MOE will outline the process to request manual 
rescoring in the Mississippi District Test Coordinator procedural 
manual. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. 37-1-3 (Adopted 1011997) 
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Part 3, Chapter 78 

Rule 78. l 0 Subject Area Testing Program Appeals Process 

Appeal for Rescoring 

When a student, parent, or district personnel has reason to believe that due to a 
scoring error, a student did not pass an assessment within the Mississippi 
Statewide Assessment System, the district may request the MDE manually 
rescore the assessment. 

The MDE will outline the process to request manual rescoring in the Mississippi 
District Test Coordinator procedural manual. 

MS Code Ann. 37-16-3 (Revised 10/2015) 
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Part 3, Chapter 78 

Rule 78.10 Subject Area Testing Program Appeals Process 

I. Appeal for Rescoring 

When a student, parent, or district personnel has reason to believe that, due to a 
scoring error, a student who did not pass a Subject Area Test should haYe passed 
the test, an appeal for reseoring may be made an assessment within the Mississippi 
Statewide Assessment System. the district may request the MDE manually rescore 
the assessment. 

Process: 
• The student, parent or district personnel must submit a -.witten 

statement with supporting informatioa outlining why the applicant 
thinks he/she should haYe passed the test. 

• The initial appeal is submitted at the local le11el for determination of merit. 
• /•._ loeal decision is made to forward the appeal to the state level for 

consideration or to deny the appeal. 
• If the appeal is denied at the local level, the appeal can be submitted 

directly to the state level for consideration. 
• Di'feet appeals aed appeals forwarded from the loeal level are considered 

at the state level, and a decision is made to grant the appeal or to deny it. 
• Any request for reseoring must be submitted no later than one calendar 

year from the time of the receipt of score reports in the district. 
• If the rescoring determines that a scoring error occWTed that results in the 

student passing the test, the testing compaey will bear the eost of the 
reseoring. If the rescoring does not detetmiae that a scoring error 
oecurred, the costs associated with rescoring will be borne by the school 
distriet in which the student took the test in q1::1estion. 

II. Appeal for an Altemati11e Assessment as a Substitute Evaluation 

.Appeals Process: 

• The Appeal for ae Akemative Assessment as a Substitute Evaluation may 
not begin until a student has scored within one scale score point of the 
passing cut score on the same subject area content test on any three 
separate occasions (i.e., initial test, first retest, second retest, or any other 
combination) and has participated in remediation designed to assist 
students in passing the appropriate subject area test. 

• The student or parent may request ae appeal to be initiated by a teacher, or 
a teacher may initiate an appeal. The teacher may deny a request from a 
student or parent if, in the teacher's professional opinion, there is no basis 
for the appeal. The student's teacher for the specific subject area course or 
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a eourse in the same eontent at a higher leYel must be the teaeher iRYolYed 
in the appeal proeess. To initiate an appeal the teaeher must eonfirm the 
studeflt has met the testing eriteria outlmed aboYe and then submit a 
portfolio of student v1ork that demonstrates the student's mastery of the 
eourse eoflteflt aeeompanied by a letter of reeommendation to the prineipal 
of the student's sehool. 

• This portfolio will eonsist of doem:aefltation that supports student mastery 
at the expeetation defined by the curriculm:a framework and 1Nill be 
submitted in aoeordanee with the requirements for the AlternatiYe 
AssessmeRt for Subjeet Area Tests, a process a11ailable only to students 
with an IEP. The composition of the eYidenee portfolio must address the 
eourse specific frame'iYork eompeteneies and objeetiYes for the relevant 
subjeet area test. 

• The teacher must siga the Ethics in Data Colleetion Form for the Appeal 
for an Alternative Assessment as a Substitute EYaluation to accompany the 
portfolio. 

• The teaeher's letter ofreeommeRdation, the portfolio, and the Ethies in 
Data Colleetion Form must be reyiewed and agreed to as aoeurate by the 
sehool prineipal aRd district superintendent. If the portfolio is found not to 
substafltiate the appeal, the appeal may be denied by the prineipal and/or 
district superintendent. If the prineipal and superintendeflt support the 
appeal, they must also sign the Ethics in Data Collection Form. 

• If the appeal is appro11ed by the superintendeRt, the district test eoordinator 
will then reYiew the appeal and verify that all requiremeRts of the Appeal 
for an A.ltematiYe Assessment as a Substitute E11aluation haYe been 
met. The distriet test eoordmator will submit the student portfolio 
ineluding the teacher's letter ofreeommeRdation and the Ethies in Data 
Colleetion Form, v,r-hieh the distriet test coordinator must also siga, to the 
Office of 8tudeflt Assessmeflt by Mareh 3 0 in the year that the studeflt is 
anticipated to graduate or at any time following the student's meetmg 
criterion (a). 

• If the results of the reYievf of the portfolio determine that the student has 
demonstrated mastery of the eurrieullHll, a passing seore will be 
substituted for a failing seore on the standard statewide subjeet area test, 
and the Mississippi Department of Education will bear the eost associated 
with the reYiev,r. 

• If the results of the reYiew of the portfolio do not determine that the 
student has demonstrated mastery of the curriculum, the studeflt must 
eoRtirrue partieipating in subsequent staRdard statewide assessment 
administrations. In this case, the eosts assoeiated with the reYiew of the 
portfolio will be borne by the sehool distriet that submitted the appeal. 

• If the Appeal for an AlternatiYe Assessment as a Substitute E't·aluation is 
denied and the student eontinues to partieipate in subsequent standard 
statewide assessment administrations, the teaeher may again initiate an 
appeal, or a studeat or parent may request another appeal, following any 
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subsequent retest opportunity that results in the stl:ldeat's again scoring 
Vlithifl one scale seere pomtofthe passing ~l:lt score. 

The MDE will outline the process to request manual rescoring in the Mississippi District 
Test Coordinator procedural manual. 

MS Code Ann. 37-16-3 (Revised 10/2015) 
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Part 3, Chapter 78 

Rule 78.7 Schedule 

The Mississippi State Department of Education, subject to the approval of the State 
Board of Education will establish and disseminate a testing schedule for the 
Mississippi Statewide Assessment System prior to 01 October of each year. An up
to-date copy of the schedule shall be kept on file at the Mississippi Department of 
Education. 

MS Code Ann. 37-16-3 (Revised 10/2015) 
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Part 3, Chapter 78 

Rule 78.7 Schedule 

The Mississippi State Department of Education, subject to the approval of the State 
Board of Education, will establish and disseminate to the appropriate indiviaeals iB 
the eElaeatioA: eommaaity a testing schedule for the Mississippi Statewide 
Assessment System prior to 01 October of each year. An up-to-date copy of the 
schedule shall be kept on file at the Mississippi Department of Education. 

MS Code Ann. 37-16-3 (Revised 10/2015) 

7 



Part 3, Chapter 78 

Rule 78.8 Setting Student-Level Standards for State Assessments 

Assessments of the Mississippi Statewide Assessment System shall have five (5) 
achievement levels, competencies, descriptors, and applicable achievement cut 
scores-collectively referred to as academic achievement standards, including 
alternative academic achievement standards for students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities. Academic achievement standards shall be established using a 
technically sound method recognized by national experts extensively grounded in 
the research literature. 

MS Code Ann. 37-16-3(Revised10/2015) 

8 



Part 3, Chapter 78 

Rule 78.8 Setting Subject-Level Standards for State Assessments 

STEP 1. Deseriptor Development 
General student performanee leYel deseriptors a-re relatiYely broad and a-re used aeross 
grade le\·els and sl:lbjeet a-reas. These deseriptors afl:swer questions sueh as, "What 
does it mean fur a student to be adYafl:eed, profieient, basie, or minimal on the 
test?" General deseriptors hEPie been written for the following (see below): 

• Performanee le·1els fur State ,A .. ssessments : 

o Advaneed 

o Proficient 

o Basie 

o Minimal 

• Pass/Fail Seores fur the SATP: Algebra I, Biology I, Ee.glish II, U.8. History from 
-!&++ 

A eommittee ofpractitioe.ers \Vill assist the Department ofEdueation ie. 
developing performanee leYel descriptors that a-re grade, subjeet, and course 
Sf)ecifie. 

STEP 2. Publie ReYiew of Deseriptors 
Tffis proeess will ee.sure broad based input from edtieators, pa-rents, eommunity 
leaders, afl:d other stakeholders in the development of studee.t le:r,'el 
standa-rds. Pl:lblie eomment required by the AdministratiYe Proeedures Act will 
serve as the means fur collecting broad based input. 

STEP 3. Standa-rd Setting fur State Assessments 
Tms proeess will establish points on the score scale that differentiate the 
perfurmance levels. 

STEP 4. Technical Advisory Committee ReYie\v 
The Tech.'lical Advisory Committee reYiews the results of the standard settie.g 
process. 

STEP 5. Mississippi Boa-rd of Edueation A:ppro·1al of Studee.t Level Standa-rds. 
The ~4ississippi Board of Edtieation approYes the poie.ts on the score scale that 
differentiate the perfurmance leYels. 

General Perfurmance LeYel Descriptors: 
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tyend that required to be successful iB the grade or course ia the content 
area. These students are able to perrorm at a high level of difficulty, 
rlexitv, or fluenoy as specified by the content standards. 

r ourse i:a the content area 

0 

~s iR the gmde er ea..-se iR. the eaeteat .... aed !Bay el<jleriORGe 

~:u:=:::::==z:r·ets 
~et:::i::::n=~ ••-s!aedards. 

--~~~~edge er 

~ditional iastruotion and remediation in the kno1.vledge and skills that are 
!necessary for success in the grade or course in the content area . 

Assessments of the Mississippi Statewide Assessment System shall have five (5) 

achievement levels, competencies, descriptors, and applicable achievement cut scores--
collectively referred to as academic achievement standards, including alternative 
academic achievement standard for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities. Academic achievement standards shall be established using a technically 
sound method recognized bv national experts extensively grounded in the research 
literature. 

MS Code Ann. 37-16-3 (Revised 10/2015) 
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