
OFFICE OF CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

May 15-16, 2014 

OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION 

13. Approval to revise Appendices A. 8 . and C in the Mississippi Public School 
Accountability Standards. 2012 
(Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act (APA) process with Public 
Comment) 

On March 11, 2014, the Commission on School Accreditation held a special
called meeting via teleconference and approved the recommendations of the 
Office of Curriculum and Instruction to revise Appendices A, B, and C in the 
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2012. 

Recommendation: Approval 

Back-up material attached 
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APA Comments Summary Chart 

Supporting I Concerns I Total . •,. ' T • ~ .-; -:-:,,· ·~ '-:3'L' :_'"' . ;.,: J.;" ,-.~~--~~4~ -.~. • - - t '·, ,..]i_I .. , - ' ..... ~ 

A I For changes see document MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL The proposed revisions to Graduation I 3 I 3 
ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 PROPOSED REVISIONS Requirements (Appendix A) is being made to 
MARCH 21, 201, Appendix A-1 THRU 4 indicate the appropriate course titles, 

equivalencies, and number of Carnegie unit 
requirements. In the back-up material you will 
also see deletions of obsolete information and 
editorial changes that were needed to clarify 
some of these requirements. 

B I For changes see document MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL The proposed revisions to the Required Courses I I 1 I 1 
ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 PROPOSED REVISIONS for Curriculum in Secondary Schools (Appendix B) 
MARCH 21, 2014, Appendix B is being made to indicate the appropriate course 

titles, equivalencies, and number of Carnegie unit 
requirements. In the back-up material you will 
also see deletions of obsolete information and 
editorial changes that were needed to clarify 
some of these requirements. 

c I For changes see document MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL The proposed revisions to the IHL Entrance I I 1 I 1 
ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 PROPOSED REVISIONS Requirements (Appendix C) is being made to 
MARCH 21, 2014, Appendix C - 1 & 2 indicate the appropriate course titles, 

equivalencies, and number of Carnegie unit 
requirements. In the back-up material you will 
also see deletions of obsolete information and 
editorial changes that were needed to clarify 
some of these requirements. 

TOTAL COMMENTS I I 5 I 5 

w 



Appendices A, B, and C of the Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2012 

APA Comments Summary Chart 

Role Number of Comm.enters 
Superintendents/Conservators 

Assistant Superintendents 1 
District School Board Members 

Counselors 1 
Librarians/Media Specialists 

Federal Programs Directors 

Curriculum Directors 

Special Education Directors 

Principals 

Assistant Principals 

Vocational School Directors 

Other District Personnel 

Instructional Specialists/ Academic Coaches 

Advocacy Groups 

MDE Offices 

Citizens (Parents) 

Unknown 1 
State Organizations 

TOTAL 3 

Two (2) school districts were represented through the APA comments received . 

"" 



Appendices A, B, and C of 

the Mississippi Public 

School Accountability 

Standards, 2012 

APA COMMENTS 

March 28 - May 1, 2014 
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l'roml 
Te: 
Cc: 
lultject: 
Ode: 

Brian Jemjgan 

Amit mtabi!ilv 
eay!a vanderfprd; Tony Cook· 5g>tt Cantrell 

APA Revisions ti> Appendioes of MS Acaluntability Standards 
Thursday, April 03, 2014 4:16:21 PM 

In several conversations and documents we were advised that CCSS. 
Mathematics &rode 8 would provide one credit for students in the 8th grade. 
However, the APA document does not specifically mention this course in middle 
school offerings. 

Further, we are concerned that the Compacted Courses are not identical in 
11 naming/Labeling11 as they appear in the new CCR standards math document. 
They should read 11 Compacted Mathematics Grade 8 (with Alg. I) and Compacted 
Mathematics Grade 8 (with Integrated Math I). 

We respectfully request correction before final approval. 

Thank you! 

Brian Jernigan 
Assist.ant superintendent 
Monroe County School District 
www.mcsd.us 

662.257.2176 

11What is now proven was once only imagined" William Blake 
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From: 
To: 
Sulbjedl 
Dllll9: 

Kathy Qedwyld« 

Ac+ountabi!itv 
FW: Appendices A,B, and C ~ 
Wednesday, April 09, Z014 4:23:10 PM 

From: Nathan Oakley [mailto:NOakley@mde.k12.ms.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 08, 2014 4:38 PM 
To: 'kdedwylder@esd.k12.ms.us' 
C.C: Paula Vanderford 
Subject: RE: Appendices A,B, and C revisions 

Kathy, 

Please submit this comment for consideration as a part of the APA process. It can simply be 

forwarded to accountabjljty@mde k12 ms us prior to 5:00p on May 1, 2014. 

Thanks, 

Nathan 

Nathan Oakley, Director 

Office of Curriculum and Instruction 

Mississippi Department of Education 

P.O. Box 771 I 359 North West Street Suite 313 

Jackson, MS 39205-0771 

Phone 601.359.2586 I Fax 601.359.2040 

www mde kl2 ms us 

From: Kathy Dedwylder [majlto:kdedwylder@esd.kl2.ms.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 12:36 PM 
To: Paula Vanderford 
Subject: Appendices A,B, and C revisions 

Dear Ms. Vanderford, 

Each appendix states that '"Comprehensive Health or Family and Individual l:lealth meet the health 

requirement if taken prior to the 2013-2014 school year.N Many of our ninth grade students took 

Family and Individual Health during this school year, 2013-2014. Will we be allowed to count this as 

their health credit? Hopefully, the revisions can be changed to read "prior to the 2014-2015 school 

year." 

I look forward to your reply. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Dedwylder, Counselor 
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Dur Sits, 

Alia Rpyrnc 
&m•n!!bHjly 
Standard 20 Appendices APA Comments 
Sunday, April 27, 2014 11:09:32 AM 
Mf>SAS 2012 Appendix A B C Revjsjons sxlf 
AUOOOQ1.b¢ 

I hive ltt.Kh9d the Standard 20 Appendlcei document which has been marked with my a>mments for 
the APA review proceu. The c:omments ire throughout the dOOJment. 

TNlnk you, 
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MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 
PROPOSED REVISIONS MARCH 21, 2014 

APPENDIXA-1 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

DISTRICT OPTION 
SENIORS OF SCHOOL ~AR 2998 2999, 2999 2919 & 2919 2911 

(EeteFieg eietll gF&deFs ie 209S 100,, 2096 1097, 1007 2908) 

NOTE: This option may be offe red by districts. but it is not required. 

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the 
required Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elec Wh t b t 
must include the core objectives identified in the Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks. C a a OU ? 
identification numbers must appear in the cm-rent edition of Approved Courses for Secon ary Summer School. 
Mississippi. (See SB Policies 2902 and 2903.) Enrollment in on-line and corresponde courses listed 
in this book must have prior approval granted by the principal. No more than one (1) of the minimum 
required number of units may be earned through completion of an approved correspondence course. 
Bleeti'le eel:l'fses t:hat Ele eet ha·1e ieleatifieel eeateat ie the Mi55lssippi Cttr·tie11/1;1m Ftemewefi'fs er weese 
titles Ela net appear i:a the el:B'rent eeltaee ef Appreved Ceu;-.sesfor lhe See9,uJt11y Sehee!s BfMississippff 
ml;lSt ~ apprawEi aeeardiag ta eriteria stateEi Hi Appeeaix D. 

Any student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified below and has achieved a 
passing score on each of the required high school exit examinations is eligible to receive a high school 
diploma. The local school district may establish additional local requirements approved by the local 
school board as authorized under MS Code 3 7-16-7. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 4' 

MATHEMATICS 42 Algebra I or Iot~rated M11th I 

SCIENCE 3~ Biology I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 1 World History 4 

3 1 U.S. History 4 

Yi U.S. Government 
Yi Mississippi Studies s 

HEALTH Yz"&7 Contem(!oraa Health iu(:;empFelieMi¥e 
lle111lh ,,,. 

~ . ._ . ... . . ... ~ .. 
BUSINESS &-and l' -1: (:;emp1der :Oi.see~•ery l Information and 

TECHNOLOGY Communication Tec.bnolm acT} II or t 
Scien~ Technol!!i:I, Eoltineeriog & 
Mathematics (STEM} or l Tecb.ool~ 
Foundations 
or Yi Keyboarding and 
Yi Computer Aoolications1! 

1 . 

9 



MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 
PROPOSED REVISIONS MARCH 21, 2014 

THE ARTS 1 Any approved 500.000 coune or 
completion of the 2-coune sequence for 
Computer Graphic• TechnolollY I and II 

ELECTIVES 4Yz 9 

TOT AL UNITS REQIDRED 21 

2 
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MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 
PROPOSED REVISIONS MARCH 21, 2014 

APPENDIX A-1 (Continued) 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD 20 

District Ootion 
SEMORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2008 20991 2Q09 2010 & 2010 2011 

(Eeterieg eietll graders ie 209S 2ooc;j 2ooc; 2907 & 2907 2098) 

1 Compensatory English. Compensatorv Reading~ and Compensatory Writing may not be included in the four 
English courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 4112 general electives 
required for graduation. MYP-English I and MYP English II are accepted in lieu of the English I and English II 
requirements for students enrolled in the IB program. 

2 Compensatory Mathematics and any developmental mathematics course may not be included in the ur 
mathematics courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 4112 general elecciv 
required for graduation. Beginning school year 2004-2005 for all entering eighth graders, at least one of the four 
required mathematics courses must be higher than Algebra I or Integrated Math I. The allowable mathematics 
courses that can be taken which are higher than Algebra I are: Geometry, Integrated Math IL Algebra II, ~..,.....,.....,,,.___._ _ __ _ 
Math III, CCSS Advanced Math Plus, Algebra ill. SREB Math Ready. . . How does Survey 
Cali¥l\MI, Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, Dlserete Mathematies, tiltatisties, and AP of Math Topics fit 
Advanced Al ebra Tri onomctr Pre-Calculus Discrete Mathematics and tatistics meet this re uireme into this option? 
prior to the 2015-2016 school year. One of the four required mathematics units may be in Drafting if t...,,.....,,....., ............... ___ __, 
completes the 2-course sequence for Drafting I & II. Effective with the eighth graders of 2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, 
Transition to Algebra, and Algebra I, may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. Pre-Algebra and 
Transition to Algebra are no longer available after the 2013-2014 school year. Carnegie units may be earned by 
seventh and eighth graders effective with school year 2014-2015 for the following courses: CCSS Compacted Math 
Grade 7. CCSS Compacted Math Grade 8/Intcwated Math I. and CCSS Math Grade 8/Algcbra I Cfraditional). MYP 
Geometry, MYP Algebra II, IB-DP Mathematics I, IB-DP Mathematics II, IB-DP Mathematical Studies I, IB-DP 
Mathematical Studies II are allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra I for IB students. 

3 One unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience or Introduction to Agriscience, Ceaeef>ts ef Agriseieaee, and a 
second unit may be earned by completing 2 of the following 3 courses: Science of Agricultural Plants, Science of 
Agricultural Animals, or Science of Agricultural Environment. Two units may be in the following courses if the 
student completes the 2 GEH:lfse seEtHeneereauired course sequence ending witl1 Agriscience U. Allied Health II. 
Aquaculture II. Forestry Il. Plastics and Polymer Science IL Technology Applications IT. Robotics/Engineering II. 
Polymer Science TI or Career in Polvrner Science. Horticulture II or Horticulture Land cape and Turfg.rass. 
Engineering II or Applied Rngineeriug Concepts. Health Sciences II or Workplace and Employment SkilL in Health 
Sciences. Beginning school year 2008-2009 for all .entering eighth graders. one unit .must be a lab-based physical 
scienc~ . The allowable lab-ba ed physical science cour es are Physical Science, Chemistry, AP Chemislry, Physics. 
AP Physics B. AP Physics C - Electricity and Magnetism. AP Physics C - Mechanics. Polymer Science II. and 
Robotics/Engineering II. IB-DP Phvsics I, IB-DP Phy ics IL MYJ> Chemistry. and IB-DP Chemistry may be 
accepted as allowable lab-based physical science courses for students enrolled in the TB program. MYP Biology and 
IB-DP Biology I may be accepted in lieu of the Biology I reguiremenl for students enrolled in an IB progran1. 
Effective with school year 2013-14. up to two (2) of the four (4) required science units (excluding Biology D may be 
earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources I & 11. One (.I) credit allowed shalJ be awarded for 
Biology II, and one-half CV.) credit shall he awarded for Botany. and one-half (!lzl credit shall be awarded for Field 
Experiences in Science. Eftective with eighth grader of school vear 2013-14, lntrodu.ction to Agriscience may be 
taken i.11 the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit.: Agri:seieese I & II; AJlied Health I & :El; :iAiEjYasa!t\lre I & EI; 
FeR!sl:t)' 1 & H; Heftielil&m~ I & II· Plaskes aael Pelyem Seienee I & II; BBEiTeehaelegy Appliet1tiaB5 I & IE. Twe 
eits may ee e1HBee ey eempleaag the fallawieg A6ST 3 ee\lfse seEl\leeee: aee l:tBit :ie Caeeepl:s ef Agriseie&ee; 
eee YB:il ia tilsiease ef Agrieult:liral A:nimals er Seieese ef Agri.eulmrel Pla:ets, er Seieaee ef Agrie1dM9l 
Bevireemem; aeEI eae uait ia Agri9usieess aai;i .SeireJ1Fell81iF&hip. m DP Phy!>iss I, m DP l!hysies EI, MYP 
Chemi&lry, aea m DP Chemisay may ee aceepteli as allewaele lae easeEI i:iil7'sieal seieese ceurses fer sl'lieents 
eftfelleEI iB lhe m flFBgflltB. MYP Bielegy BBQ m DP Bialagy I may ee eeeei:itea iB lies ef lhe Bialegy I f@E!ttfrelB@BI 

fer sludeets earelleEI is. a:e ID prngFam. 

3 
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MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 
PROPOSED REVISIONS MARCH 21, 2014 

4 Based on the 2004 Mississippi Social Studies framework, AP European History or AP World History can 
be lli:cepted in lieu of World History. Advanced placement U.S. History is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. 
History from 1877 to present. AP Government and Politics: United States can be accepted in lieu of the required 
United States Government course. A.P. Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the 
required Economics course. A.P. Human Geography can be accepted in lieu of the required Geogra h course. IB-
DP History of the Americas I is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History Course for studen Economic and 
program. IB-DP History of the Americas II is accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi tu Geography are not 
and/or U.S. Government courses for students enrolled in the IB program. MYP U. S. Gov. mme . . 
lieu of the required Government course for students enrolled in the IB program. req.u1red for this 

option. 
Based on the 2011 Mississippi Social Studies framework, A.P. Woi:ld History c n be accepted in lieu of the 

required World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. nited States History can be 
accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History from Post-reconstruction to Present course. A.P. Government and 
Politics: United Sates can be accepted in lieu of the required United Les Government cow·se, A.P . 
Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the required Economics course, A.P. Human 
Geography can be accepted in lieu of the required Geography course. IB-DP History of the Americas I is accepted 
in lieu of the required U.S. History cow·se for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas 
II is accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students 
enrolled in the IB program. MYP U.S. Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for 
students enrolled in the IB program. 

5 The credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer student 
who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other 1h unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student who 
transfers after the jllllior year may substitute any other Y2 unit social studies course. 

' Credit earned in Allied Health I/Health Science I may be accepted in lieu of Csfflflrelieasi¥e Heeltli er FHBily 
and Iooi¥idwl Health.Contemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for Yi Carnegie unit in Health. 

7 Successful completion of JROTC I and JROTC II may be accepted in lieu of Cs1Bfll'eliee:si¥e Health er 
Fa1Bily a!Ml Indi•,ridwal HealthContemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for 1h Carnegie unit in 
Health beginning in the 2010-201 l school year and thereafter, when instruction includes all health components in 

the JROTC curriculum. We were told that 

I Evidence of proficiency in Keyboarding and Computer Applications is accepted in lieu 0 we had another 
courses if the student earns one unit in any of the courses listed in the Business and Technolo year. Please 
(academic and vocational). Information & Computer Technology (ICT) II may be accepted in lie change this to 
Discovery. A Carnegie unit earned for Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) i 2014-2015!!! 
grade meets this graduation requirement. Technology Foundations replaces Computer Discovery, Ke,'1:1<cn:rrurrl1!!:""1111111r----~ 

Computer Applications and meets this graduation requirement when taken in grades 8-12. MYP Computer Di cove 
may be accepted in lieu of Computer Discovery for students enrolled in an IB program. 

' Elective units in physical education include participation in interscholastic athletic activities, ba , 
performance choral, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness throu h 
Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association. 

10 Comprehensive Heal.th or Family an.d Individual. Health meet !his requirement if laken prior to the 2013-
2014 school year. 

11 Computer Discovery meets this requirement if taken prior to the 2012-2013 school year. 

4 
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MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 
PROPOSED REVISIONS MARCH 21, 2014 

APPENDIX A-2 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 (and thereafter) 
(Entering ninth graders in 2008-2009, and thereafter) 

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the required 
Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course must include the 
core objectives identified in the Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks. Course titles and identification numbers must 
appear in the current edition of Approved Courses for Secondary Schools of Mississippi. (See SB Policies 2902 and 
2903) Enrollment in on-line and correspondence courses listed in this book must have prior approval granted by the 
principal. No more than one ( l) of the minimum required number of units may be earned through completion of an 
approved correspondence course. 

Any student who completes the mi num graduation requirements as specified below and has achieved a passing 
score on each of the required high sell ol exit examinations is eligible to receive a high school diploma. The local 
school district may establish addi iona local requirements approved by the local school board as authorized under 
MS Code 37-16-7. What about 

Beginning school year 2008-2009 and titer summer school? 11ders (seniors of school year 2011-2012 and 
later) will be required to have a minimum of 24 Carnegie wiits as specified below, unless their parent/guardian 
requests to opt the student out of Appendix A-2 requirements in accordance with local school board policy. Any 
student who is taken out of these requirements of Appendix A-2 will be required to complete the graduation 
requirements as specified in Appendix A-1. The local school district may establish additional local requirements 
approved by the local school board as authorized under MS Code 3 7-16-7. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 41 English I 
En2lish II 

MA TIIEMA TICS 42 Algebra I or Integrated M11th I 

SCIENCE 4J Biology I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 4 1 World History 4 

1 U.S. History 4 

Y. Geogr11phy 4 

Y. U.S. Government 
Y. Economics 5 

Y. Mississippi Studies&! 

HEAL TH and PHYSICAL 17&.8 \4 C9mpFeheesi'l'e Health "" 

EDUCATION 14 Family & letli'l'id11al Health.ill. 
Conte!!!l!oraa Health and 

Y. Physical Education 9Ul 

BUSINESS &-and 110 1 Information and Communication 

TECHNOLOGY Technol!!JO:'. (!CT} II or 1 Science, 
Technoloia, E ngineering & Mathematics 
(STEM} or 1 Technolol:! Found11tions cl-
Comp11teF Dis£o'l'eFy or Y. Keyboarding 
and Y. Computer Applications 10 

THE ARTS 1 Any approved 500.000 course or 
completion of the 2-course sequence for 
Comouter Graohics TechnololO' I 11nd II 

5 

13 



MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 
PROPOSED REVISIONS MARCH 21, 2014 

ELECTIVES I 
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 

511 

6 
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MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 
PROPOSED REVISIONS MARCH 21, 2014 

APPENDIX A-2 (Continued) 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD 20 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 
(Entering ninth graders in 2008-2009, and thereafter) 

1Compensatory English. Compensatory Reading.._ and Compensatory Writing may not be included in the four 
English co\.lf5es required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 5 general electives required 
for graduation. Accelerated English 9 can be accepted in lieu of English I. Accelerated English 10 and AP English 
Language Composition can be accepted in lieu of English II. Beginning school year 2010-2011 for all entering 
ninth graders, English I is a required prerequisite course for English II. English I may not be taken after a student 
completes English II. 

2 Compensatory Mathematics, Introduction to Engineering, and any developmental mathematics course may not 
be included in the four mathematics courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 
5 general electives required for graduation. l':ft@stiv11 witk the 11igktk gHti11rs 0f 2QQ8 JQQ9, Pr11 ,'\ig119ra aatl 
l'f&ftSitieR ll'I Alge9f8 H1f1Y eet ee ~akea after a sttMleat eeetrletesMath 8 cannot be taken after Algebra I__m: 
Integrated Math I. Begiruring school year 2007-2008 for all entering eighth graders, at least two of the fom required 
mathematics courses must be higher than Algebra I or Integrated Math I. Effective with ninth graders of 20l0-2011, 
Survey of Mathematical Topics may not be included in the two math courses higher than Algebra I. The allowable 
mathematics courses that can be taken which are higher than Algebra I or Intefil"ated Math I are: Geometry, 
Integrated Math II, Algebra II, Integrated Matl1 ID. CCSS Advanced Mat-h Plu . Algebra ill. SREB Math Ready, 
Ad·RllMJ11d Algeer&, Trigeaemetry, Pr11 CalsHHis, Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, DiseF11t11 
Matlwmatiss, Statistiss, and AP Statistics. Advanced Algebra, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus. Discrete Mathematic , 
and Stntisti.cs meet this requirement if take!l nrior to the 2015-2016 scllool year. MYP Geometry, MYP Algebra II, 
IB-DP Mathematics I, IB-DP Mathematics II, IB-DP Mathematical Studies I, IB-DP Mathematical Studies II are 
allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra I for IB students. One of the four r Can students not 
may be in Drafting if the student completes the 2-course sequence for Drafting I . . . 
mathematics units may be in Survey of Mathematical Topics; however this co does n receive credit for 
requirement for admission to institutions of higher learning. Effective with e eighth CCSS Math Grade 
Algebra, Transition to Algebra, and Algebra I, may be taken in the e' th grade for c 8 or Grade 7? 
Al cbra and Transition to Al ebre are no Ion er available after !he -2014 school ea ONL y Compacted 
earned b seventh and ei bth raders effective with school 2014-2015 for the ti ?? 
Com acted Math Grade 7 CCSS Com acted Math Grade 8/lnte rated Math I and CCSS Math · · 
(Traditional). Effective with the eighth graders of 2008-2009, Geometry may be taken in the eighth grade for 
Carnegie unit credit ~ifutiw1 v·iie 11is1Me ~i111n ef e11k8lll yHr ilQ Iii i4s Hiseieei~i ltk11li11e aRil G11egJ&pby ~ay 
811 tMiiilll ii1t tlt11 11iglttft gtttili! Jio r €11ftli!giil *Ii' 11n ii~. 

Effective with 7th graders of 2012-13, Pre-Algebra, Algebra I, Biolop I, ICT II (Information & Communication 
Teclmology) and first year Foreign Language may be taken in the 7 for Carnegie unit credit provided the 
course content is the same as the high school course. Effective with g•h gra s of 2012-2013, STEM (Science, 
Teclmology, Engineering & Mathematics) and second year Foreign Language m be taken in the 8th grade for 
Carnegie unit credit provided the course content is the same as the high school course. 7 fectivc with 8111 ders of 
2013-2014 Introduction to Airriscience ma be taken for Came ie unit credit rovided course content is the 
same as the high school course. Only 7th graders 

3 o · b · c fA . . r. d . A . . d d . can take Biology I? ne umt may e m oncepts o gnsc1ence or "1tro uctlon to gnsc1ence, an a secon um ? 
fil:'. Hr-completing 2 of the following 3 courses: Science of Agriculture Plants, Science of Agri Not 8th graders· 
Science of Agricultural Environment. Two units may be in the following courses if the student completes the 
required course sequence ending with Agriscience II, Allied Health II, Aquaculture II, Forestry II, Plastics and 
Polymer Science II, Technology Applications II, Robotics/Engineering II. Polymer Science II or Careers in Polymer 
Science, Horticulture II or Horticulture Landscape and Turfgrass, Engineering II or Applied Engineering Concepts, 
Health Sciences II or Workplace and Employment Skills in Health Sciences. Beginning school year 2008-2009 for 
all entering eighth graders, one unit must be a lab-based physical science. The allowable lab-based physical science 

7 
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MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS, 2012 
PROPOSED REVISIONS MARCH 21, 2014 

cow-ses are Physical Science, Chemistry, AP Chemistry, Physics, AP Physics B, AP Physics C - Electricity and 
Magnetism,-aad AP Physics C - Mechanics, Polymer Science II, and Robotics/Engineering II. IB-DP Physics I, IB
DP Physics II, MYP Chemistry, and IB-DP Chemistry may be accepted as allowable lab-based physical science 
courses for students enrolled in the IB program. MYP Biology and IB-DP Biology I may be accepted in lieu of the 
Biology I requirement for students enrolled in an IB program. Effective with school year 2013-14, up to two (2) of 
the four (4) required science units (excluding Biology I) may be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural 
Resources I & II. One (1) credit allowed shall be awarded for Biology II, and one-half (Y2) credit shall be awarded 
for Botany, and one-half (Yi) credit shall be awarded for Field Experiences in Science. Effective with eighth graders 
of school year 2013-14, Introdw;tion to Agriscience may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 

4 Based OD the 2004 MissiHippi Social Studies framework. Advan You said th~ twic;;~ hy is 
accepted in lieu of the required Geography course . A.P. United tate 's can be accepted in lieu of the 
required U.S. History from 1877 to Present course. A.P. World History n be accepted in lieu of the required 
World History from 1795 to Present course. AP. Government and Po · 'cs: United States can be accepted in lieu of 
the required United States Government course. A.P. Macroecono 'cs or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu 
of the required Economics course. MYP World Geography i .a 'cepted in lieu of the required Geography course for 
students enrolled in the IB program. AfWaec~ ____E. U.S. History is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. 
History from 1877 to Present. IB-DP History of th mericas I is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History 
Course for students enrolled in the IB program. - JP History of the Americas II is accepted in lieu of the required 
Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U. . ovemment courses for students enrolled in the IB program. MYP U. 
S. Government is accepted in lieu of ti cquired Government course for students enrolled in the IB program. AP 
European History or AP World History can be accepted in lieu of World History. 

Based on the 2011 Mississippi Social Studies framework. A.P. World History can be accepted in lieu of the 
required World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be 
accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History from Post-reconstruction to Present course. A.P Government and 
Politics: United States can be accepted in lieu of the required United States Government course. A.P. 
Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the required Economics course. A.P. Human 
Geography can be accepted in lieu of the required Geography course. MYP World Geography is accepted in lieu of 
the required Geography course for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas I is accepted 
in lieu of the required U.S . History course for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas 
II is accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students 
enrolled in the IB program. MYP U.S. Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for 
students enrolled in the IB program. Effective with eighth graders of school vear 2013-14 Mississippi Studies and 
Geography may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 

5 Credit earned for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals II may be accepted in lieu of Yz unit in 
Economics. 

6 The credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer student 
who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other Yz unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student who 
transfers after the junior year may substitute any other Y2 unit social studies course. 

7 Credit earned in Allied Health I Healths We were told that 
accepted in lieu ' we had another 
graduation requirement for Yz Carnegie unit in He year. Please 

plication of Health Sciences I, may be 
Contemporary Health to meet the 

11 • change this to 
Successful completion of JROTC I and 

111 
d in lieu of CemJJreheesive Wealth er 

i'Yitia8)1JH-1ilyy-.1aHioo&-Jla!B69Poivlf4id:N:Wil&l-l -!'IltEe!aa*lt:!~hC~oQJn[!!t£]cmg;i12;0QJrrnnl...f!H!.f:C!.:2:.:0::..1.:..4..:....::-2:.:0::....:.1 ;:::5 .:.:··.:._· __ _,n requirement for Yi Carnegie unit in 
Health beginning in the 2010-2011 school year and thereafter. 

' Com rehensiv ai:nil and 1ndividual Health meet the health re irement if taken rior to the 
2013-2014 school year. The graduation requirement for Yi unit in physical education may include participation in 
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intencholastic athletic activities, band, dance and IROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the 
Fitness through Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities 
Association. 

111 Evidence of proficiency in technology is accepted in lieu of the required courses if the student earns one 1lllit 
in a technology-rich academic or career technical course related to their program of study. Effective with school 
year 2012-2013, a Carnegie unit credit for ICT II (Infonnation & Communication Technology) may be awarded to 
711J grade 1tudents. Effective with school year 2012-2013, a Carnegie unit credit for STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering Ile. Mathematics) may be awarded to gth grade tudent . 1CT IT may be accepted in lieu of Computer 
Discovery. A Carnegie unit earned for STEM in the gth or 911

' grade meets this graduation requirement. Technology 
Foundations replaces Computer Discovery, Keyboarding and Computer Applications and meets this graduation 
raiuiremeo.t when taken in grades 8-12. MYP Computer Discovery may be accepted in lieu of Computer Discovery 
for 11tudents enrolled in an IB program. Computer Discovery meets this requirement iftaken prior to the 2012-2013 
school year. 

11 Only one elective unit in physical education including participation in interscholastic athletic activities, band, 
performance choral, dance or IROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through 
Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association may 
be applied each year to the minimum 24 required state units. If a local district has graduation requirements above 
the state requirements they may award additional credits as outlined in the local Board policy. 
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APPENDIX A-3 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

How many 
correspondence 
courses and 
summer school 
courses can a 
student take under 
this option? 

CAREER PATHWAY OPTION 
SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011- 012 

(Entering eleventh graders in 2010-2011) 

In 2010, Mississippi state policymakers passed legislation to create multiple pathways to a standard 
diploma. The 2010 legislative actions created a career pathway to a standard diploma, with the goal of 
improving Mississippi graduation rates and providing students with career and technical training that 
prepare1 students for postsecondary credential or certification programs and employable workplace skills. 
This legislative change created Section 37-16-17, Mississippi 66de-Code of 1972, as amended to provide 
for high school career option programs and career track curricula for students not wishing to pursue a 
baccalaureate degree. 

CURICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 4• English I 
English II 

MA THEMATICS 3l Algebn1 I or InteKntt!,ld Math I 

SCIENCE 33 Biology I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 34.S 1 U.S. History 
Y. U.S. Government 
Y. Mississiooi Studies 

HEAL TH &IHI-or PHYSICAL ~6 14 ~11111preheasi¥e He11Hlt; er 

EDUCATION 14 ~amil!' 1&11 laliivi1h1al Heitlth.!a. 
ContemJ!O!J!Q'. I!ealt!!; or Y. 
Physical Educationll 

CAREER and TECHNICAL 4' (Selected from Student's Program 
of Study) 

INllGIV .. TED 18 GempuieF l)ise1n•el'!'1Technol21:I 

TE(;HNQl.QG¥BUSINESS Foundations. Information and 

!Dd TECHNQLOGY 
Communic!!tion Tg:hnol!II (ICT} 
II, Science,, Technoloey, 
EnK!neerinK1 and Mathe!!!!tics 
!STEM), or Computer Applications 
and Keyboardin2 

ADDITIQNAI. ELECTIVES 2 YJ' Courses selected from the student's 
anoroved prooram of studv 

TOT AL UNITS REQUIRED 21 

NOTE: Mississippi's Institution of Higher Learning requirements differ from minimum 
graduation requirements for this diploma pathway. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
Standard 20 

Career Pathway Option Are these the only 
English 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011· substitutes? I 
(Entering eleventh graders 20 11) thought any course 

1 d. d . . hall b . listed in English Compensatory English, Compensatory Rea mg~ an pcnsatory Wntmg s not e . 
English courses required for graduation. The two addi al English credits must be from the s would suffice. 
study which includes Technical Writing, Creative Writing, English III, English IV, or any college-level dual credit 
courses. 

So they can still 
2 .co~en~ory Mathematics may not be included in the three mathematics courses required r take Survey of 

69!Bl'lletes Algel:n:a t Math 8 c11nnot be tak~n aller Algebra [or Integrated Math I. Por student ursuin Math Topi?s as 
Pathway Graduation Option, at least one of the required mathematics courses must be above gebra I one of their math 
M!ful and selected from the student's program of study. The allowable mathematics cours that can cred its, but it can't 
which are higher than Algebra I or Integrated Math I are: Geometry, lnte rated Math JI lgebra II, lnt be considered 
m. CCSS Advanced Math Plus. Algebra ill, SREB Math Ready, . . . . b Al b I? 
AlgehRl, lftgeeemetfy, Pn Caleul\ts, Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, a OVe ge ra · 
Statisties, and AP Statistics, or any college-level dual credit courses. Survey of Mathematical Topics. Advanced 
Algebra. Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus. Discrete Malliematics. and Statistics meet this requirement if taken prior to 
the 2015-2016 school year. Effective with the eighth graders of2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, and 
Algebra I, may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. Effective with the eighth graders of 2008-2009, 
Geometry may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. Pre-Algebra and Transition to Algebra are no 
longer available after the 2013-20l4 school year. Carnegie unit may be earned by seventh and. eighth graders 
effective with chool year 2014-2015 for the following courses: CCSS Compacted Math Grade 7. CC S Compacted 
Math Grade 8/lntegrated Math I. and CCSS Math Grade 8/Algebra I Cfraditional). 

3 For students pursuing the Career Pathway Graduation Option, at least one of the required science courses 
must be above Biology I and selected from the student's program of study. If a student's program of study allows, 
one unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience (AEST). A second science unit may be earned by completing a two 
course sequence selected from the following three-Options: Science of Agricultural Animals, Science of Agricultural 
Plants, or Science of Agricultural Environment. Two units may be in the following courses if the student completes 
the 2-course sequence: Agriscience I & II; Allied Health I & II; Health Science I & II, Aquaculture I & II; Forestry 
I & II; Horticulture I & II; Polymer Science I & II; Technology Applications I & II and Engineering I & II. 
Effective with school year 2013-14, up to two (2) of the three (3) required science units (excluding Biology I) may 
be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources I & II. One (l) credit allowed shall be awarded for 
Biology II, and one-half (Yi) credits AP U.S. History done-half (Yi) credit shall be awarded for Field 
Experiences in Science. Effective ith 1g g ar 2013-14, Introduction to Agriscience may be 
taken in the eighth grade for Ca gie unit credit. 

4 Advanced placement U.S. History is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History ~Post-reconstruction 
to Present. The third social studies credit should be selected based on the student's program of study. 

5 The credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer student 
who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other Yi unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student who 
transfers after the junior year may substitute any other Yz unit social studies course. Credit earned for Business 
Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals II may be accepted in lieu of Yi unit in Economics. Effective with eighth 
graders of school year 2013-14, Mississippi Studies, Geography and Introduction to Agriscience may be taken in the 
eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 
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5 Credit earned in Allied Health I/Health Science I may be accepted in lieu of Cempreltensi'le He1dt8 er F&mtly 
&ftd :Eedi·Ji&Yal HeellhContcmporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for Y2 Carnegie unit in Health. 
Interacholastic athletic activities, band, and ROTC if they meet the instructional requirements specified in the 
Fitnea6 through Phy6ical Education Framework may also be accepted. 

7 Cam=r and Technical (CTE) cow-ses must be based on the student's program of study and should include dual 
credit/dual enrollment options as found in Section 37-15-38 of the Mississippi Code of 1972. 

, We were told that 
Eviden~ of proficiency in technology is 

in a technology-rich academic or career teclmica we had another 
year. Please 

9 Electives mwit be selected from rses re change this to 
1 not be c 201 4-2015!!! 

cd courses if the student earns one unit 
mofstudy. 

un of study. Credits earned not approved 

'° Comprehensive~ i or Family and Individual Health meet the l1ealtit requirement if taken prior to lhc 
2013-2014 school year. 
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APPENDIX A-4 

How many 
correspondence 
courses and 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
MISSISSIPPI EARLY EXIT DIPLOMA 

ENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2013-2014 
summer school (Entering ninth graders in 2011-2012) qualification 
courses can a scores? Is it up to 
student take under Mississippi Early Exit Diploma signifies to students t t th the district?? 
this option? work without remediation and opens up a variety of ed catio 

pa ways w1 m and beyond high school. 

In order to qualify for a Mississippi Early Exit Diploma, in addition to ing the Carnegie 
Units listed below students must meet college and career qualification scores in all core 
content areas on a series of end-of-course exams and/or the required benchmarks for college 
readiness on the ACT or Institution of Higher Leaming (IHL) approved college entrance 
exam. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 2 English II (equivalent Course) 

MATHEMATICS 3 Algebra I (Eqnivalent Course) 

SCIENCE 2 Biology I (Equivalent Course) 

SOCIAL STUDIES 1 World Hilitory 

2.5 1 U.S. History (Equivalent Courses) 
Y. Mississippi Studies 

HEALTH AND-and PHYSICAL 1 Any combination of lteak&-Health and 

EDUCATION Physical Education 

BUSINESS &-and 1 Ti;chnolo~ Foundations; Information and 

TECHNOLOGY Communication Technol!!il:: (IC]) II; or 
Science, Technologr, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM)«;+ 
TT IC'..-.-...-.-.. .-w.-. ...... 

. .. 
THE ARTS 1 Any approved 500.000 course or 

completion of the 2-course sequence for 
Computer Graphics Technolot!v I and II 

ELECTIVES 5 (Should focus on college admission or 
national certification requirements) 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 17.5 
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EQUIVALENCY CHART FOR INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS AUTHORIZED BY 

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Equivalency Curriculum Chart for MS Tested Areas 

MS 
Curriculum 

Algebra I or 
Integrated 
Math! 

Cambridge 

Cambridge !GCSE 
Mathematics 1 

Or 
Cambridge IGSE Extended 

Sequence 

Biology I Coordinated Science I 
Or 

Cambridge !GCSE Biology 

English I Cambridge IGCSE English 
Language 

US History Cambridge IGCSE 
American History 

Inn.ovative High School 

Integrated Mathematics 
II 

Integrated Science II 

Integrated English 
Language II 

Integrated History III 

Quality Core ACT 

ACT Quality Core 
Algebra I 

ACT Quality Core 
Biology I 

ACT Quality Core 
English II 

ACT Quality Core 
American History 

Equivalency Test Chart for MS Tested Areas 

MS Cambridge Innovative High School 
Curriculum 

Algebra I Cambridge Mathematics PLAN or ACT 
End of Sequence Test 

Biology I Coordinated Science I or PLAN or ACT 
Cambridge IGCSE Biology 
End of Course (EOC) Test 

English I Cambridge IGCSE English PLAN or ACT 
Language EOC Test 

US History Cambridge IGCSE PLAN or ACT 
American History EOC 

Test 

14 

Quality Core ACT 

ACT Quality Core 
Algebra I EOC Test 

ACT Quality Core 
Biology I EOC Test 

ACT Quality Core 
English II EOC Test 

ACT Quality Core 
American History EOC 

Test 
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APPENDIXB 

REQUIRED COURSES IN THE CURRICULUM OF EACH SECONDARY SCHOOL 
STANDARD32 

Effective Beginning School Year 2997 29982014-2015 

CURRICULUM AREA COURSES UNITS TOTAL 
UNITS 

English I 1 

ENGLISH English Il 1 
English III 1 

4 En1dishlV 1 
Algebra I or Intei:rated Math 1 

MA THEMATICS ! 1 
AlgehH II 1 

'~ Geometry or Integrated 1 
Math II 1 

Ali:;ebra II or Intg:;rated +1 
Math III 

l!Fe !.lgehFll 
TNesitiea &11 .\.lgehFR 
Elective Mathematics 
Courses 
Biology I 1 

SCIENCE Chemistry 1 
Physics1 1 

6 Elective Science Courses2 3Z 
U.S. History 1 

SOCIAL STUDIES U.S. Government Y. 
Mississippi Studies Y. 4 World History 1 
Economics ~ This is confusing -
Intro to Geo11:raohv / h what courses are 
Gemp11&eF QiseeH~' v BUSINESS& Technolo!Q'. Foundations or 1 we required to 

TECHNOLOGY 
lnformation and Communication / offer? Is it - Tech 
Technolo&:;l:'. (ICT} Il ~ y,J 

Foundations, ICT II, Science, Technol~, 
Engineerini:;, and Mathematics OR STEM? AND 
CSTEMl&P Keybding, Comp 

Y. Keyboarding and Y. 
App, OR Personal Computer 

Applications Finance? 
Personal Financel 
GempFeheasi~•e lle1tHll--

HEALTH l<amil,, aali lalliwli11al Health Y. 1 
Pltysiatl Yz 

l';li11eatie11Contemnorarv Health 

THE ARTS Any approved 500.00 course 1 1 
FAMILY & CONSUMER Family Dynamics Yz Yz 
SCIENCE 
voc.• .. TIONAL Any combination of courses4 44 4 
EDlltAJ:IONCAREER & 
TECHNICAL 

At least one (1) advanced 
placement course in each of the 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT four (4) core are.s. 1:i. 0 .. , 1' 6 
' AP course in Mathematics t' 6 

AP course in Science ' t' 6 AP course in Lauguage Arts ' 
AP coune in Social Studies 

Foreign Language (ffiL) or 

ELECTIVES Advanced World Geography 1 
(ffiL) Y. 
An:v other Elective 

TOT AL UNITS REQUIRED 

APPENDIX B (Continued) 

4 

1Ys 

i.l-32 Yz 

REQUIRED COURSES IN THE CURRICULUM OF EACH SECONDARY SCHOOL 
STANDARD32 

Effective Beginning School Year 2007-2008 

1 Includes Physics, AP Physics B, AP Physics C-Electricity and Magnetism, and AP Physics C
Mechanics. 

2 Two of the three elective science units may be offered through the following courses: Introduction 
to Agriscience, Concepts of Agriscience, Science of Agricultural Plants, Science of Agricultural Animals, 
or Science of Agricultural Environment, Agriscience I & II, Allied Health I & II, Aquaculture I & II, 
Forestry I IL II, Horticulture I & II, Plastics and Polymer Science I & II, aaa Teslmalagy A-ppHsakees I 1£ 
H: AgricuJture and Natural Resources I & Il. and Robotics/Engineering I & IL 

J Oee 1:1rut ie: AgrieH5iaess e:aQ BalfepreeetH'S&ip Teehoology or Y2 unit in Financial Technology, Y2 
unit in Resource Management, or Y2 unit in National Endowment for Personal Finance may be offered in 
lieu of Y2 unit in Personal Finance. 

4 Includes Agriculture; Business Technology; Cooperative and Marketing Education; Family and 
Consumer Sciences; Health Education; Home Economics, Lodging and Hospitality; Technology 
Education; and Trade and Industrial. 

A school offering the International Baccalaureate program is exempted. 

' Distance learning or approved MS Virtual Public School courses may be used as an appropriate 
alternative for the delivery of these required Advanced Placement (AP) courses. 
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APPENDIX C-1 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION TO 
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING (IllL) PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN MISSISSIPPI 

STANDARD 32 

APPENDIX C-1 

C1iRRICVLUM AREA COURSES UNITS 

ENGLISH 4f 

MA THEMATICS' Algebra 1~ 
Geometry 
Algebra II 

3 

SCIENCE SELECT 3 UNITS FROM THE 
FOLLOWING LIST: 

Physical Science4 

3 
Biology 

(2 lab-based) Advanced Biology 
Chemistry 
Advanced Chemistry 
Physics 
Advanced Physics 
Or any other science course with 
companble content and rigor as approved 
bvMDE 

SOCIAL STUDIES U.S. History 
World History 
U.S. Government (Yi) 

3 Economics (Y.) or 
Geojfraphy (\!,) 

COMPUTER Technolol:J! Foundation.s or Information Yz 
EDUCATION and Communication TechnologI (ICT} II 

Science, Tec!JnologI, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) 

Computer Applicationss 

ADVANCED ELECTIVES SELECT 2 UNITS6 FROM THE 2 
FOLLOWING LIST: 

Foreign Language3 

World Geography 
4111 year lab-based Science 
4111 year Mathematics 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 15Yz7 

1 Courses must require substantial communication skills. 
1 A fourth class in higher-level mathematics is highly recommended. 
3 Pre-high school units: Algebra I or first-year Foreign Language taken prior to high school will be 

accepted for admission., provided course content is the same as the high school course. 
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4 One Carnegie unit from a Physical Science course with content at a level that may serve as an introduction 
to Physics and Chemistry may be used. 

s This course should include use of application packages such as word processing and spread sheets. The 
course should also include basic computer terminology and hardware operation. 

' One of the two units must be in Foreign Language or World Geography. 
1 Limited exceptions to high school unit requirements may be available. For more information contact the 

Office of Admissions. Admission requirements are subject to change without notice at the direction of 
the Board of Trustees of the Mississippi Institutions of Higher Leaming. 

• A econdary math equivalency chart is provided below. 

Eguivalency Curriculum Chart for Secondary Mathematics 

IomdiY• lnt~!J!ted Model CUl)>ridg Oylitv ~!I ACT 
Model 

Alge:Qra I Integrated Mathematics I Cambridge IGCSE ACT Q,Wllity Core 
Mathematics I or Algebra I 

Cambridge Mathem~tics I 
Extended Sequence 

Geometry Integrated Math II Cambridge !GCSE ACT Qimlity Cor~ 
Mathematics I or Geometry 

Cambridge Mathematics I 
Extended Sequence 

Algebra II Integrated Math III Cambridge IGCSE ACT Quality Core 
Mathematics II or Algebra II 

Cambridge Mathematics II 
Extended Sequence 
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APPENDIX C-2 

COLLEGE PREP ARA TORY RECOMMENDED CURRICULUM FOR ADMISSION 
TO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING (IHL) 

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN MISSISSIPPI 
STANDARD32 

''.f CURRICULUM AREA COURSES 
-

UNITS ,,. 
ENGLISH 41 

MATHEMATICS Algebra 1~, Geometry, Algebra II, and 
any one Carnegie Unit of comparable rigor 4 
and content (e.g., Advanced Algebra, 
Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, AP 
Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, Discrete 
Mathematics, Probability and Statistics, or 
AP Stafutics) 

SCIENCE Biology I, Chemistry I, and any two 
Carnegie Units of e&IRfHtFllhle rigeF Hll 
eeetee& comnarable content and r!J:;or as 
apnroved by MDE (e.g., Physics, Physical 
Science, Biology II, Chemistry II, AP 

4 

Chemistry, Physics II, AP Physics B, AP 
Physics C - Electricity and Magnetism, AP 
Physics C - Mechanics, Botany, Microbiology, 
or Human Anatomy and Phvsiolo!N) 

SOCIAL STUDIES World History, U.S. History, 
Introduction to World Geography, U.S. 
Government, Economics, and/or Mississippi 4 
Studies2 

(Credit earned for a state/local 
government course in any other state may 
stand in lieu of Mississinni Studies.) 

ARTS Any visual and/or performing arts 
course(s), meeting the requirements for high 1 
school 2raduation. 

ADVANCED ELECTIVES Foreign Language IL and II, Advanced 
World Geography and a Foreign Language I 
or any combination of English, mathematics, 2 
or lab-based science courses of comparable 
ril!or and content to those required above. 

COMPUTER Technol!!i! Foundations or Information and Yz 
APPLICATIONS Communication Technolo~ (J.CT} II 

Scienc!;, Technoloi:I, Eni:jneering, and 
Mathematics (STEM} 

Comnuter Annlications3 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 19Yz4 

1 Courses must require substantial communication skills. Compensatory English. Compensatory Reading. and 
Compensatory Writing may not be included. 

2 Pre-high school units: Algebra I, first year Foreign Language. or Mississippi Studies taken prior to high 
school will be accepted for admission provided the course content is the same as the high school course. 
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1 Course should emphasize the computer as a productivity tool. Instruction should include the use of application 
packages, such as word processing and spreadsheets. The course should also include basic computer 
terminology and hardware operation. 

4 Limited exceptions to high school unit requirements may be available. For more information contact the Office 
of Admissions. Admission requirements are subject to change without notice at the direction of the Board of 
Trustees of the Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning. 

~ A secondary math eguivalcncy chart is provided below. 

Tpdjtjgyl 
Moclsl 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

Algebra II 

Eg uivalency Curriculum Chart for Secondary Mathematics 

lntegcated Mo4el 

Integrated Mathematics I 

Integrated Math II 

Integrated Math III 

Cambridge 

Cambridge !GCSE 
Mathematics I or 

Cambridge Mathematics I 
Extended 

SequenceCambridge 
IGGSB Mateematies 
Extended SeEJaenoe 
Cambridge IGCSE 
Mathematics I or 

Cambridge Mathematics I 
Extended Sequence 
Cambridge !GCSE 
Mathematics II or 

Cambridge Mathematics II 
Extended Sequence 

20 

Qpallty Core ACT 

ACT Ouality Core 
Algebra I 

ACT Quality Core 
Geometry 

ACT Ouality Core 
Algebra II 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

DISTRICT OPTION 

NOTE: This option may be offered by districts, but it is not required. 

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the 
required Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course 
must include the core objectives identified in the Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks. Course titles and 
identification numbers must appear in the current edition of Approved Courses for Secondary Schools of 
Mississippi. (See SB Policies 2902 and 2903.) Enrollment in online and correspondence courses listed in 
this book must have prior approval granted by the principal. No more than one (1) of the minimum 
required number of units may be earned through completion of an approved correspondence course. 

Any student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified below and has achieved a 
passing score on each of the required high school exit examinations is eligible to receive a high school 
diploma. The local school district may establish additional local requirements approved by the local 
school board as authorized under MS Code 37-16-7. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 41 English I 
English II 

MATHEMATICS 42 Algebra I or Integrated Math I 

SCIENCE 33 Biology I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 1 World History4 

3 1 U.S. History4 

Y:z U.S. Government 
Y:z Mississippi Studies5 

HEALTH Yz6&7 Contemporary Health10 

BUSINESS and TECHNOLOGY 18 1 Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) II or 1 Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Mathematics 
(STEM) or 1 Technology Foundations 

or Y:z Keyboarding and 
Y:z Computer Applications11 

THE ARTS 1 Any approved 500.000 course or 
completion of the 2-course sequence for 
Computer Graphics Technologv I and II 

ELECTIVES 4Yz 9 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 21 
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APPENDIX A-1 (Continued) 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD20 

District Option 

1 Compensatory English, Compensatory Reading, and Compensatory Writing may not be included in the four 
English courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 4Yz general electives 
required for graduation. Beginning school year 2014-2015, Compensatory English may only be taken if a credit
bearing English course is taken in the same school year. MYP-English I and MYP English II are accepted in lieu of 
the English I and English II requirements for students enrolled in the IB program. 

2 Compensatory Mathematics and any developmental mathematics course may not be included in the four 
mathematics courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 4Yz general electives 
required for graduation. Beginning school year 2014-2015, Compensatory Mathematics may only be taken if a 
credit-bearing Math course is taken in the same school year. Beginning school year 2004-2005 for all entering 
eighth graders, at least one of the four required mathematics courses must be higher than Algebra I or Integrated 
Math I. The allowable mathematics courses that can be taken which are higher than Algebra I are: Geometry, 
Integrated Math II, Algebra II, Integrated Math III, CCSS Advanced Math Plus, Algebra III, SREB Math Ready, 
Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, and AP Statistics. Advanced Algebra, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, 
Discrete Mathematics, and Statistics meet this requirement if taken prior to the 2015-2016 school year. One of the 
four required mathematics units may be in Drafting if the student completes the 2-course sequence for Drafting I & 
IL Effective with the eighth graders of 2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, and Algebra I, may be taken 
in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. Pre-Algebra and Transition to Algebra are no longer available after the 
2013-2014 school year. Carnegie units may be earned by seventh and eighth graders effective with school year 
2014-2015 for the following courses: CCSS Compacted Math Grade 7, CCSS Math Grade 8, CCSS Compacted 
Math Grade 8,1 (with Integrated Math I}, and CCSS Math Grade 8,I (with Algebra HLTraditional). MYP Geometry, 
MYP Algebra II, IB-DP Mathematics I, IB-DP Mathematics II, IB-DP Mathematical Studies I, IB-DP Mathematical 
Studies II are allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra I for IB students. 

3 One unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience or Introduction to Agriscience, and a second unit may be earned 
by completing 2 of the following 3 courses: Science of Agricultural Plants, Science of Agricultural Animals, or 
Science of Agricultural Environment. Two units may be in the following courses if the student completes the 
required course sequence ending with Agriscience II, Allied Health II, Aquaculture II, Forestry II, Plastics and 
Polymer Science II, Technology Applications II, Robotics/Engineering II, Polymer Science II or Careers in Polymer 
Science, Horticulture II or Horticulture Landscape and Turfgrass, Engineering II or Applied Engineering Concepts, 
Health Sciences II or Workplace and Employment Skills in Health Sciences. Beginning school year 2008-2009 for 
all entering eighth graders, one unit must be a lab-based physical science. The allowable lab-based physical science 
courses are Physical Science, Chemistry, AP Chemistry, Physics, AP Physics B, AP Physics C - Electricity and 
Magnetism, AP Physics C - Mechanics, Polymer Science II, and Robotics/Engineering IL IB-DP Physics I, IB-DP 
Physics II, MYP Chemistry, and IB-DP Chemistry may be accepted as allowable lab-based physical science courses 
for students enrolled in the IB program. MYP Biology and IB-DP Biology I may be accepted in lieu of the Biology I 
requirement for students enrolled in an IB program. Effective with school year 2013-14, up to two (2) of the four 
(4) required science units (excluding Biology I) may be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources I 
& IL One (1) credit allowed shall be awarded for Biology II, and one-half (Yz) credit shall be awarded for Botany, 
and one-half (Yz) credit shall be awarded for Field Experiences in Science. Effective with eighth graders of school 
year 2013-14, Introduction to Agriscience may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 

4 

Based on the 2011 Mississippi Social Studies framework, A.P. World History can be accepted in lieu of the 
required World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be 
accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History from Post-reconstruction to Present course. A.P. Government and 
Politics: United States can be accepted in lieu of the required United States Government course,..-A.-R-
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Macreeeol'IOffliGS or A.P. Microeconomics Gafl ae ta-keJH.a l i e~ of the reqllireel EeoROFBies eom=se A.P. Hemae 
Geogi:af>hy eaa be aeee13tea Hi lieu of the reEIUired Geogra13hy eourse. IB-DP History of the Americas I is accepted 
in lieu of the required U.S. History course for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas 
II is accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students 
enrolled in the IB program. MYP U.S. Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for 
students enrolled in the IB program. 

5 The credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer student 
who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other Yi unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student who 
transfers after the junior year may substitute any other 1h unit social studies course. Effective with eighth graders of 
school year 2013-14, Mississippi Studies and Geography may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 

6 Credit earned in Allied Health I/Health Science I may be accepted in lieu of Contemporary Health to meet the 
graduation requirement for 1h Carnegie unit in Health. 

7 Successful completion of JROTC I and JROTC II may be accepted in lieu of Contemporary Health to meet 
the graduation requirement for Yz Carnegie unit in Health beginning in the 2010-2011 school year and thereafter, 
when instruction includes all health components in the JROTC curriculum. 

8 Evidence of proficiency in Keyboarding and Computer Applications is accepted in lieu of the required 
courses if the student earns one unit in any of the courses listed in the Business and Technology Framework 
(academic and vocational). Information & Computer Technology (ICT) II may be accepted in lieu of Computer 
Discovery. A Carnegie unit earned for Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) in the 8th or 9th 
grade meets this graduation requirement. Technology Foundations replaces Computer Discovery, Keyboarding and 
Computer Applications and meets this graduation requirement when taken in grades 8-12. MYP Computer Discovery 
may be accepted in lieu of Computer Discovery for students enrolled in an IB program. 

Elective units in physical education include participation in interscholastic athletic act1V1tles, band, 
performance choral, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through 
Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association. 

10 Comprehensive Health or Family and Individual Health meet this requirement if taken prior to the 
~2014-Wl-4-2015 school year. 

11 Computer Discovery meets this requirement if taken prior to the 2012-2013 school year. 
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APPENDIX A-2 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 (and thereafter) 
(Entering ninth graders in 2008-2009 and thereafter) 

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the required 
Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course must include the 
core objectives identified in the Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks. Course titles and identification numbers must 
appear in the current edition of Approved Courses for Secondary Schools of Mississippi. (See SB Policies 2902 and 
2903) Emollment in online and correspondence courses listed in this book must have prior approval granted by the 
principal. No more than one (1) of the minimum required number of units may be earned through completion of an 
approved correspondence course. 

Any student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified below and has achieved a passing 
score on each of the required high school exit examinations is eligible to receive a high school diploma. The local 
school district may establish additional local requirements approved by the local school board as authorized under 
MS Code 37-16-7. 

Beginning school year 2008-2009 and thereafter, all entering ninth graders (seniors of school year 2011-2012 and 
later) will be required to have a minimum of 24 Carnegie units as specified below, unless their parent/guardian 
requests to opt the student out of Appendix A-2 requirements in accordance with local school board policy. Any 
student who is taken out of these requirements of Appendix A-2 will be required to complete the graduation 
requirements as specified in Appendix A-1. The local school district may establish additional local requirements 
approved by the local school board as authorized under MS Code 37-16-7. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 41 English I 
En2lish II 

MATHEMATICS 42 Algebra I or Integrated Math I 

SCIENCE 43 Biology I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 4 1 World History4 

1 U.S. History4 

Yi Geography4 

Yi U.S. Government 
Yi Economics5 

Yi MississiJ!pi Studies4 

HEAL TH and PHYSICAL 11&8 112 Contemporary Health and 

EDUCATION 'h Physical Education9
&

11 

BUSINESS and 110 1 Information and Communication 

TECHNOLOGY Technology (ICT) II or 1 Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Mathematics 
(STEM) or 1 Technology Foundations or 
'h Keyboarding and 'h Computer 
Applications10 

THE ARTS 1 Any approved 500.000 course or 
completion of the 2-course sequence for 
Computer Graphics Technolo2y I and II 
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ELECTIVES I 
TOTAL UNITS REQUJRED 

511 

24 
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APPENDIX A-2 (Continued) 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 
(Entering ninth graders in 2008-2009 and thereafter) 

1Compensatory English, Compensatory Reading, and Compensatory Writing may not be included in the four 
English courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 5 general electives required 
for graduation. Beginning school year 2014-2015, Compensatory English may only be taken if a credit-bearing 
English course is taken in the same school year. Accelerated English 9 can be accepted in lieu of English L 
Accelerated English 10 and AP English Language Composition can be accepted in lieu of English II. Beginning 
school year 2010-2011 for all entering ninth graders, English I is a required prerequisite course for English II. 
English I may not be taken after a student completes English IL 

2 Compensatory Mathematics, Introduction to Engineering, and any developmental mathematics course may i:ot 
be included in the four mathematics courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 
5 general electives required for graduation. Beginning school year 2014-2015, Compensatory Mathematics may only 
be taken if a credit-bearing Math course is taken in the same school year. Math 8 cannot be taken after Algebra I or 
Integrated Math I. Beginning school year 2007-2008 for all entering eighth graders, at least two of the four required 
mathematics courses must be higher than Algebra I or Integrated Math I. Effective with ninth graders of2010-2011, 
Survey of Mathematical Topics may not be included in the two math courses higher than Algebra I. The allowable 
mathematics courses that can be taken which are high~r than Algebra I or Integrated Math I are: Geometry, 
Integrated Math II, Algebra TI, Integrated Math III, CCSS Advanced Math Plus, Algebra III, SREB Math Ready, 
Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, and AP Statistics. Advanced Algebra, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, 
Discrete Mathematics, ahd Statistics meet this requirement if taken prior to the 2015-2016 school year. MYP 
Geometry, MYP Algebra II, IB-DP Mathematics I, IB-DP Mathematics II, IB-DP Mathematical Studies I, IB-DP 
Mathematical Studies II are allowable mathematics courses higher than Algebra I for IB students. One of the four 
required mathematics units may be in Drafting if the student completes the 2-course sequence for Drafting I & II. 
One of the four required mathematics units may be in Survey of Mathematical Topics; however this course does not 
meet the mathematics requirement for admission to institutions of higher learning. Effective with the eighth graders 
of 2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, and Algebra I, may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit 
credit. Pre-Algebra-aOO, Transition to Algebra, and Survey of Mathematical Topics are no longer available after the 
2013-2014 school year. Carnegie units may be earned by seventh and eighth graders effective with school year 
2014-2015 for the following courses: CCSS Compacted Math Grade 7, CCSS Math Grade 8, CCSS Compacted 
Math Grade 8,I (with Integrated Math I}, and CCSS Math Grade 8,i(with Algebra U-fTraditional). Effective with the 
eighth graders of2008-2009, Geometry may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 

Effective with 7th graders of 2012-13, Pre-Algebra, Algebra I, Biology I, ICT II (Information & Communication 
Technology) and first year Foreign Language may be taken in the 7th grade for Carnegie unit credit provided the 
course content is the same as the high school course. Effective with 8th graders of 2012-2013, STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) and second year Foreign Language may be taken in the 8th grade for 
Carnegie unit credit provided the course content is the same as the high school course. Effective with 8th graders of 
2013-2014, Introduction to Agriscience may be taken for Carnegie unit credit provided the course content is the 
same as the high school course. 

3 One unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience or Introduction to Agriscience, and a second unit may be earned 
by completing 2 of the following 3 courses: Science of Agriculture Plants, Science of Agriculture Animals, Science 
of Agricultural Environment. Two units may be in the following courses if the student completes the required 
course sequence ending with Agriscience II, Allied Health II, Aquaculture II, Forestry II, Plastics and Polymer 
Science II, Technology Applications II, Robotics/Engineering II, Polymer Science II or Careers in Polymer Science, 
Horticulture II or Horticulture Landscape and Turfgrass, Engineering II or Applied Engineering Concepts, Health 
Sciences II or Workplace and Employment Skills in Health Sciences. Beginning school year 2008-2009 for all 
entering eighth graders, one unit must be a lab-based physical science. The allowable lab-based physical science 
courses are Physical Science, Chemistry, AP Chemistry, Physics, AP Physics B, AP Physics C - Electricity and 
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Magnetism, AP Physics C - Mechanics, Polymer Science II, and Robotics/Engineering II. IB-DP Physics I, IB-DP 
Physics II, MYP Chemistry, and IB-DP Chemistry may be accepted as allowable lab-based physical science courses 
for students enrolled in the IB program. MYP Biology and IB-DP Biology I may be accepted in lieu of the Biology I 
requirement for students enrolled in an IB program. Effective with school year 2013-14, up to two (2) of the four 
(4) required science units (excluding Biology I) may be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources I 
& IL One (1) credit allowed shall be awarded for Biology II, and one-half (Yz) credit shall be awarded for Botany, 
and one-half (Yz) credit shall be awarded for Field Experiences in Science. Effective with eighth graders of school 
year 2013-14, Introduction to Agriscience may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 

4 Based on the 2011 Mississippi Social Studies framework, A.P. World History can be accepted in lieu of 
the required World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be 
accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History from Post-reconstruction to Present course. A.P Government and 
Politics: United States can be accepted in lieu of the required United States Government course. A.P. 
Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the required Economics course. A.P. Human 
Geography can be accepted in lieu of the required Geography course. MYP World Geography is accepted in lieu of 
the required Geography course for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas I is accepted 
in lieu of the required U.S. History course for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas 
II is accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students 
enroHed in the IB program. MYP U.S. Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for 
students enrolled in the IB program. Effective with eighth graders of school year 2013-14, Mississippi Studies and 
Geography may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 

5 Credit earned for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals II may be accepted in lieu of Yz unit in 
Economics. 

6 The credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer student 
who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other Yz unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student who 
transfers after the junior year may substitute any other Yz unit social studies course. 

7 Credit earned in Allied Health I, Health Sciences I, or Theory and Application of Health Sciences I, may be 
accepted in lieu Contemporary Health to meet the graduation requirement for Yz Carnegie unit in Health. 

8 Successful completion of JROTC I and JROTC II may be accepted in lieu of Contemporary Health to meet 
the graduation requirement for Yz Carnegie unit in Health beginning in the 2010-2011 school year and thereafter. 

Comprehensive Health or Family and Individual Health meet the health requirement if taken prior to the 
;w.tt2014-WM-2015 school year. The graduation requirement for Yz unit in physical education may include 
participation in interscholastic athletic activities, band, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements 
specified in the Fitness through Physical Education Framf!Work and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High 
School Activities Association. 

10 Evidence of proficiency in technology is accepted in lieu of the required courses if the student earns one unit 
in a technology-rich academic or career technical course related to their program of study. Effective with school 
year 2012-2013, a Carnegie unit credit for JCT II (Information & Communication Technology) may be awarded to 
7th grade students. Effective with school year 2012-2013, a Carnegie unit credit for STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Mathematics) may be awarded to 8th grade students. ICT II may be accepted in lieu of Computer 
Discovery. A Carnegie unit earned for STEM in the gth or 9t1i grade meets this graduation requirement. Technology 
Foundations replaces Computer Discovery, Keyboarding and Computer Applications and meets this graduation 
requirement when taken in grades 8-12. MYP Computer Discovery may be accepted in lieu of Computer Discovery 
for students enrolled in an IB program. Computer Discovery meets this requirement if taken prior to the 2012-2013 
school year. 
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11 Only one elective unit in physical education including participation in interscholastic athletic activities, band, 
performance choral, dance or JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through 
Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association may 
be applied each year to the minimum 24 required state units. If a local district has graduation requirements above 
the state requirements they may award additional credits as outlined in the local Board policy. 
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APPENDIX A-3 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

CAREER PATHWAY OPTION 
SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012(and thereafter) 

(Entering eleventh graders in 2010-2011 and thereafter) 

In 2010, Mississippi state policymakers passed legislation to create multiple pathways to a standard 
diploma. The 2010 legislative actions created a career pathway to a standard diploma, with the goal of 
improving Mississippi graduation rates and providing students with career and technical training that 
prepares students for postsecondary credential or certification programs and employable workplace skills. 
This legislative change created Section 37-16-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended to provide for 
high school career option programs and career track curricula for students not wishing to pursue a 
baccalaureate degree. 

Emollment in online and c.orrespondence courses listed in th is b ok mu t ave prior approval granted by the 
principal. No more than one D.l_Qf.the min imum required number of mits may be earned through completion of an 
approved correspondence cour~ 

CURICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 41 English I 
English II 

MATHEMATICS 32 Algebra I or Integrated Math I 

SCIENCE 33 Biology I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 34, s 1 U.S. History 
Y, U.S. Government 
Y, Mississinni Studies 

HEALTH or PHYSICAL Yi6 112 Contemporary Health or Y, 

EDUCATION Physical Education10 

CAREER and TECHNICAL 41 (Selected from Student's Program 
of Studv) 

BUSINESS and 18 Technology Foundations, 

TECHNOLOGY Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) II, Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM), or Computer 
Annlications and Keyboarding 

ELECTIVES 2 Yi9 Courses selected from the student's 
aooroved orogram of study 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 21 

NOTE: Mississippi's Institution of Higher Learning requirements differ from minimum 
graduation requirements for this diploma pathway. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
Standard 20 

Career Pathway Option 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 (and thereafter) 
(Entering eleventh graders 2010-2011 and thereafter) 

1 Compensatory English, Compensatory Reading, and Compensatory Writing shall not be included in the four 
English courses required for graduation. Beginning school year 2014-2015, Compensatory English may only be 
taken if a credit-bearing English course is taken in the same school year. The two additional English credits must be 
from the student's program of study which includes Technical Writing, Creative Writing, English III, English IV, or 
any college-level dual credit courses. 

2 Compensatory Mathematics may not be included in the three mathematics courses required for graduation. 
Beginning school year 2014-2015, Compensatory Mathematics may only be taken if a credit-bearing Math course is 
taken in the same school year. Math 8 cannot be taken after Algebra I or Integrated Math I. For students pursuing 
the Career Pathway Graduation Option, at least one of the required mathematics courses must be above Algebra I or 
Integrated Math I and selected from the student's program of study. The allowable mathematics courses that can be 
taken which are higher than Algebra I or Integrated Math I are: Geometry, Integrated Math II, Algebra II, Integrated 
Math III, CCSS Advanced Math Plus, Algebra III, SREB Math Ready, Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, 
and AP Statistics, or any college-level dual credit courses. Survey of Mathematical Topics, Advanced Algebra, 
Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, Discrete Mathematics, and Statistics meet this requirement iftaken prior to the 2015-
2016 school year. Effective with the eighth graders of2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, and Algebra 
I may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. Effective with the eighth graders of2008-2009, 
Geometry may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. Pre-Algebra and Transition to Algebra are no 
longer available after the 2013-2014 school year. Carnegie units may be earned by seventh and eighth graders 
effective with school year 2014-2015 for the following courses: CCSS Compacted Math Grade 7, CCSS Math Grade 
~CCSS Compacted Math Grade 8Kwith Integrated Math I}, and CCSS Math Grade 8,L{with Algebra 1-fLTraditional). 

3 For students pursuing the Career Pathway Graduation Option, at least one of the required science courses 
must be above Biology I and selected from the student's program of study. If a student's program of study allows, 
one unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience (AEST). A second science unit may be earned by completing a two 
course sequence selected from the following options: Science of Agricultural Animals, Science of Agricultural 
Plants, or Science of Agricultural Environment. Two units may be in the following courses if the student completes 
the 2-course sequence: Agriscience I & II; Allied Health I & II; Health Science I & II, Aquaculture I & II; Forestry 
I & II; Horticulture I & II; Polymer Science I & II; Technology Applications I & II and Engineering I & II. 
Effective with school year 2013-14, up to two (2) of the three (3) required science units (excluding Biology I) may 
be earned by completing Agriculture and Natural Resources I & II. One (1) credit allowed shall be awarded for 
Biology II, and one-half (\12) credit shall be awarded for Botany, and one-half (\12) credit shall be awarded for Field 
Experiences in Science. Effective with eighth graders of school year 2013-14, Introduction to Agriscience may be 
taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 

4 Advanced placementAP U.S. History is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History Post-reconstruction to 
Present. The third social studies credit should be selected based on the student's program of study. 

5 The credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer student 
who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other Yz unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student who 
transfers after the junior year may substitute any other \12 unit social studies course. Credit earned for Business 
Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals II may be accepted in lieu of Yz unit in Economics. Effective with eighth 
graders of school year 2013-14, Mississippi Studies, Geography and Introduction to Agriscience may be taken in the 
eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. 
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6 Credit earned in Allied Health I/Health Science I may be accepted in lieu of Contemporary Health to meet the 
graduation requirement for Yi Carnegie unit in Health. Interscholastic athletic activities, band, and ROTC if they 
meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through Physical Education Framework may also be 
accepted. 

7 Career and Technical (CTE) courses must be based on the student's program of study and should include dual 
credit/dual enrollment options as found in Section 37-15-38 of the Mississippi Code of 1972. 

8 Evidence of proficiency in technology is accepted in lieu of the required courses if the student earns one unit 
in a technology-rich academic or career technical course related to their program of study. 

9 Electives must be selected from courses related to the student's program of study. Credits earned not approved 
for that student's program of study will not be counted toward graduation requirements. 

1° Comprehensive Health or Family and Individual Health meet the health requirement if taken prior to the 
~2014-:w.14-2015 school year. 
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APPENDIX A-4 ----- - - - - --- -- - - - - ------
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

MISSISSIPPI EARLY EXIT DIPLOMA 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2013-2014 (and thereafter) 
(Entering ninth graders in 2011-2012 and thereafter) 

Qualification for a Mississippi Early Exit Diploma signifies to students that they are ready to do 
college-level work without remediation and opens up a variety of education and career pathways 
within and beyond high school. 

In order to qualify for a Mississippi Early Exit Diploma, in addition to earning the Carnegie Units 
listed below students must meet college and career qualification scores in all core content areas on a 
series of end-of-course exams and/or the required benchmarks for college readiness on the ACT ill 
in English Composition; 22 in Mathematics; 22 in Reading; 23 in Science) or Institution of Higher 
Learning (JHL) approved college entrance exam. 

Enrollment in online and correspoJ)dence courses listed in this book must have prior approval 
granted by the principal. o more than one Cl) of the minimum reguircd number of units may be 
earned through completion of an approved correspondence course. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 2 English II (equivalent Course) 

MATHEMATICS 3 Algebra I (Equivalent Course) 

SCIENCE 2 Biology I (Equivalent Course) 

SOCIAL STUDIES 1 World History 

2.5 1 U.S. History (Equivalent Courses) 
Yz Mississippi Studies 

HEALTH and PHYSICAL 1 Any combination of Health and Physical 

EDUCATION Education 

BUSINESS and TECHNOLOGY 1 Technology Foundations; Information and 
Communication Technology (JCT) II; or 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) 

THE ARTS 1 Any approved 500.000 course or 
completion of the 2-course sequence for 
Com outer Graphics Technolo2v I and II 

ELECTIVES 5 (Should focus on college admission or 
national certification requirements) 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 17.5 
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EQUIVALENCY CHART FOR INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS AUTHORIZED BY 

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ------------------ -

Equivalency Curriculum Chart for MS Tested Areas 

MS 
Curriculum 

Algebra I or 
Integrated 
Math I 

Cambridge 

Cambridge !GCSE 
Mathematics I 

Or 
Cambridge IGSE Extended 

Sequence 

Biology I Coordinated Science I 
Or 

Cambridge !GCSE Biology 

English I Cambridge IGCSE English 
Language 

US History Cambridge !GCSE 
American History 

Innovative High School 

Integrated Mathematics I 

Integrated Science II 

Integrated English 
Language II 

Integrated History II 

Quality Core ACT 

ACT Quality Core 
Algebra I 

ACT Quality Core 
Biology I 

ACT Quality Core 
English II 

ACT Quality Core 
American History 

Equivalency Test Chart for MS Tested Areas 

MS 
Curriculum 

Cambridge 

Algebra I Cambridge Mathematics 
End of Sequence Test 

Biology I Coordinated Science I or 
Cambridge !GCSE Biology 
End of Course (EOC) Test 

English I Cambridge IGCSE English 
Language EOC Test 

US History Cambridge IGCSE 
American History EOC 

Test 

Innovative High School 

PLAN or ACT 

PLAN or ACT 

PLAN or ACT 

PLAN or ACT 

Quality Core ACT 

ACT Quality Core 
Algebra I EOC Test 

ACT Quality Core 
Biology I EOC Test 

ACT Quality Core 
English II EOC Test 

ACT Quality Core 
American History EOC 

Test 
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APPENDIX B 

REQUIRED COURSES IN THE CURRICULUM OF EACH SECONDARY SCHOOL 
STANDARD32 

Effective Beginning School Year 2014-2015 

CURRICULUM AREA COURSES UNITS TOTAL UNITS 

English I 1 

ENGLISH English II 1 
English III 1 

4 En!!lish IV 1 
Algebra I or Integrated Math I l 

MATHEMATICS Geometry or Integrated Math II 1 
Algebra II or Integrated Math III 1 

5 Elective Mathematics Courses 2 
Biology I 1 

SCIENCE Chemistry 1 
Physics1 1 

6 Elective Science Courses2 32 
U.S. History 1 

SOCIAL STUDIES U.S. Government Yz 
Mississippi Studies Yz 

4 World History 1 
Economics Yz 
Intro to Geo!!raohy Yz 
Technology Foundations,;.~ 

BUSINESS & Information and Communication 1 lYz 
TECHNOLOGY 

Technology (JCT) II,;. 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics (STEM).i.J!! 
Yz Keyboarding and Yz Computer 
Applications 
Personal Finance3 Y,3 

Contemporary Health 

HEALTH Yz 
Yz 

1 

THE ARTS Any approved 500.00 course 1 1 
FAMILY & CONSUMER Family Dynamics Yz Yz 
SCIENCE 
CAREER & TECHNICAL Any combination of courses4 44 4 

At least one (1) advanced placement 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT course in each of the four (4) core 4 
5,6 areas. 1s, 6 

1s 6 , 
AP course in Mathematics 1s 6 

AP course in Science 
, 

1s 6 
AP course in Language Arts , 
AP course in Social Studies 

Foreign Language (IHL) or 

ELECTIVES Advanced World Geography 1 rn 
(IHL) Yz 
Anv other Elective 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 32 Yz 

APPENDIX B (Continued) 
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REQUIRED COURSES IN THE CURRICULUM OF EACH SECONDARY SCHOOL 
STANDARD32 

Effective Beginning School Year 2014-2015 

1 Includes Physics, AP Physics B, AP Physics C-Electricity and Magnetism, and AP Physics C
Mechanics. 

2 Two of the three elective science units may be offered through the following courses: Introduction 
to Agriscience, Concepts of Agriscience, Science of Agricultural Plants, Science of Agricultural Animals, 
or Science of Agricultural Environment, Agriscience I & II, Allied Health I & II, Aquaculture I & II, 
Forestry I & II, Horticulture I & II, Plastics and Polymer Science I & II, Agriculture and Natural 
Resources I & II, and Robotics/Engineering I & II. 

3 1h unit in Financial Technology, 1h unit in Resource Management, or 1h unit in National 
Endowment for Personal Finance may be offered in lieu of 1h unit in Personal Finance. 

4 Includes Agriculture; Business Technology; Cooperative and Marketing Education; Family and 
Consumer Sciences; Health Education; Home Economics, Lodging and Hospitality; Technology 
Education; and Trade and Industrial. 

5 A school offering the International Baccalaureate program is exempted. 

6 Distance learning or approved MS Virtual Public School courses may be used as an appropriate 
alternative for the delivery of these required Advanced Placement (AP) courses. 
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APPENDIX C-1 

l 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION TO 
INSTITUTIONS OF IDGHER LEARNING (IHL) PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN MISSISSIPPI 

STANDARD32 

APPENDIX C-1 

CURRICULUM AREA COURSES UNITS 
·' 

ENGLISH 41 

MATHEMATICS2 Algebra 13&s 
Geometry 
Algebra II 

.3 

SCIENCE SELECT 3 UNITS FROM THE 
FOLLOWING LIST: 

Physical Science4 
3 

Biology 
(2 lab-based) Advanced Biology 

Chemistry 
Advanced Chemistry 
Physics 
Advanced Physics 
Or any other science course with 
comparable content and rigor as approved 
bvMDE 

SOCIAL STUDIES U.S. History 
World History 
U.S. Government ('h) 

3 Economics ('h) or 
Geographv ('h) 

COMPUTER Technology Foundations or Information Yz 
EDUCATION and Communication Technology (ICT) II 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) 

Computer Applications5 

ADV AN CED ELECTIVES SELECT 2 UNITS6 FROM THE 2 
FOLLOWING LIST: 

Foreign Language3 

World Geography 
4th year lab-based Science 
4th year Mathematics 

TOT AL UNITS REQUIRED 
I 

15Yz7 

I 

Courses must require substantial communication skills. Compensatory English, Compensatory Reading, 
and Compensatory Writing may not be included. 

2 A fourth class in higher-level mathematics is highly recommended. 
3 Pre-high school units: Algebra I or first-year Foreign Language taken prior to high school will be 

accepted for admission, provided course content is the same as the high school course. 4 One Carnegie 
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Wlit from a Physical Science course with content at a level that may serve as an introduction to Physics 
and Chemistry may be used. 

5 This course should include use of application packages such as word processing and spreadsheets. The 
course should also include basic computer terminology and hardware operation. 

6 One of the two units must be in Foreign Language or World Geography. 
7 Limited exceptions to high school unit requirements may be available. For more information contact the 

Office of Admissions. Admission requirements are subject to change without notice at the direction of 
the Board of Trustees of the Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning. 

8 A secondary math equivalency chart is provided below. 

Traditional 
Model 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

Algebra II 

Equivalency Curriculum Chart for Secondary Mathematics 

Integrated Model 

Integrated Mathematics I 

Integrated Math II 

Integrated Math III 

Cambridge 

Cambridge IGCSE 
Mathematics I or 

Cambridge Mathematics I 
Extended Sequence 
Cambridge IGCSE 
Mathematics I or 

Cambridge Mathematics I 
Extended Sequence 
Cambridge !GCSE 
Mathematics II or 

Cambridge Mathematics II 
Extended Sequence 

Quality Core ACT 

ACT Quality Core 
Algebra I 

ACT Quality Core 
Geometry 

ACT Quality Core 
Algebra II 
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APPENDIX C-2 

COLLEGE PREP ARA TORY RECOMMENDED CURRICULUM FOR ADMISSION 
TO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING (ffiL) 

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN MISSISSIPPI 
STANDARD32 

CURRICULUM ,.\REA COURSES UNITS 
r' . 

ENGLISH 41 

MATHEMATICS Algebra 12&5, Geometry, Algebra II, and 
any one Carnegie Unit of comparable rigor 4 
and content (e.g., Advanced Algebra, 
Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, AP 
Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, Discrete 
Mathematics, Probability and Statistics, or 
AP Statistics) 

SCIENCE Biology I, Chemistry I, and any two 
Carnegie Units of comparable content and 
rigor as approved by MDE (e.g., Physics, 
Physical Science, Biology II, Chemistry II, AP 4 
Chemistry, Physics II, AP Physics B, AP 
Physics C - Electricity and Magnetism, AP 
Physics C- Mechanics, Botany, Microbiology, 
or Human Anatomy and Physiology) 

SOCIAL STUDIES World History, U.S. History, 
Introduction to World Geography, U.S. 
Government, Economics, and/or Mississippi 
Studies2 

4 

(Credit earned for a state/local 
government course in any other state may 
stand in lieu of Mississinni Studies.) 

ARTS Any visual and/or performing arts 
course(s), meeting the requirements for high 1 
school graduation. 

ADV AN CED ELECTIVES Foreign Language 12 and II, Advanced 
World Geography and a Foreign Language I 
or any combination of English, mathematics, 2 
or lab-based science courses of comparable 
rigor and content to those required above. 

COMPUTER Technology Foundations or Information and Yz 
APPLICATIONS Communication Technology (ICT) II 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) 

Computer Applications3 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED I 19Yz4 

I 
1 Courses must require substantial communication skills. Compensatory English, Compensatory Reading, and 

Compensatory Writing may not be included. 
2 Pre-high school units: Algebra I, first year Foreign Language, or Mississippi Studies taken prior to high 

school will be accepted for admission provided the course content is the same as the high school course. 
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3 Course should emphasize the computer as a productivity tool. Instruction should include the use of application 
packages, such as word processing and spreadsheets. The course should also include basic computer 
terminology and hardware operation. 

4 Limited exceptions to high school unit requirements may be available. For more information contact the Office 
of Admissions. Admission requirements are subject to change without notice at the direction of the Board of 
Trustees of the Mississippi Institutions of Higher Leaming. 

5 A secondary math equivalency chart is provided below. 

Traditional 
Model 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

Algebra II 

Equivalency Curriculum Chart for Secondary Mathematics 

Integrated Model 

Integrated Mathematics I 

Integrated Math II 

Integrated Math III 

Cambridge 

Cambridge IGCSE 
Mathematics I or 

Cambridge Mathematics I 
Extended Sequence 
Cambridge !GCSE 
Mathematics I or 

Cambridge Mathematics I 
Extended Sequence 
Cambridge IGCSE 
Mathematics II or 

Cambridge Mathematics II 
Extended Sequence 

Quality Core ACT 

ACT Quality Core 
Algebra I 

ACT Quality Core 
Geometry 

ACT Quality Core 
Algebra II 
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