
OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

June 14-15, 2012 

OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION 

34. Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to revise 
process standards in the Mississippi Public Schools Accountabilitv 
Standards, 2010 

On June 7, 2012, the Commission on School Accreditation approved 
revisions to process standards 4, 19, 20, and Appendix A and D, of the 
Mississippi Public Schools Accountability Standards, 2010. 

Recommendation: Approval 

Back-up material attached 
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APPENDIX A-1 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2008-2009, 2009-2010 & 2010-2011 
(Entering ninth graders in 2005-2006, 2006-2007, 2007-2008) 

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the 
required Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course 
must include the core objectives identified in the Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks. Course titles and 
identification numbers must appear in the current edition of Approved Courses for Secondary Schools of 
Mississippi. (See SB Policies 2902 and 2903.) Enrollment in on-line and correspondence courses listed 
in this book must have prior approval granted by the principal. No more than one of the minimum 
required number of units may be earned through completion of an approved correspondence course. 
Eleetive emlf5es that ea 1~01 have idetH·ified eoHteffi ia the },1#ssitfsippi Curri£·uh~n Frlffl10werk:; er wR&se 
titles do not appear in the Cl1rrenl edition of ApprfJi·ed C81wse.'Yjor the &eendtwy &hoels £>}'Mississippi 
FRl:lst 00 approved aecordiRg ~o eriteria sl:ateel in AppeAa:i:< D. 

Any student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified below and has achieved a 
passing score on each of the required high school exit examinations is eligible to receive a high school 
diploma. The local school district may establish additional local requirements approved by the local 
school board as authorized under MS Code 37-16-7. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 4I 

MATHEMATICS 42 Algebra I 

SCIENCE 33 Biology I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 1 World History 
4 

3 1 U.S. History 
4 

Yi U.S. Government 
Yi Mississippi Studies 

5 

HEALTH 1h.6&7 Comprehensive Health or 
Family and Individual Health 

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY l !j 1 Computer Discovery 
or Yi Keyboarding and 
Yi Comouter Annlications 

THE ARTS 1 Any approved 500.000 course or 
completion of the 2-course sequence 
for Computer Graphics Technology I 
and II 

ELECTIVES 41h. 9 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 21 



APPENDIX A-1 (Continued) 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD20 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2008-2009, 2009-2010 & 2010-2011 
(Entering ninth graders in 2005-2006, 2006-2007 & 2007-2008) 

1 Compensatory Reading and Compensatory Writing may not be included in the four English courses required 
for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 4Yz general electives required for graduation. MYP­
English I and MYP English II are accepted in lieu of the English I and English II requirements for students enrolled 
in the IB program. 

2 Compensatory Mathematics and any developmental mathematics course may not be included in the four 
mathematics courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 4Yz general electives 
required for graduation. Beginning school year 2004-2005 for all entering eighth graders, at least one of the four 
required mathematics courses must be higher than Algebra I. The allowable mathematics courses that can be taken 
which are higher than Algebra I are: Geometry, Algebra II, Advanced Algebra, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, 
Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, Discrete Mathematics, Statistics, and AP Statistics. One of the four 
required mathematics units may be in Drafting if the student completes the 2-course sequence for Drafting I & II. 
Effective with the eighth graders of 2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, and Algebra I, may be taken in 
the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. MYP Geometry, MYP Algebra II, IB-DP Mathematics I, IB-DP 
Mathematics II, IB-DP Mathematical Studies I, IB-DP Mathematical Studies II are allowable mathematics courses 
higher than Algebra I for IB students. 

3 One unit may be in Introduction to Agriscience, Concepts of Agriscience, Science of Agricultural Plants, 
Science of Agricultural Animals, or Science of Agricultural Environment. Two units may be in the following 
courses ifthe student completes the 2-course sequence: Agriscience I & II; Allied Health I & II; Aquaculture I & II; 
Forestry I & II; Horticulture I & II; Plastics and Polymer Science I & II; and Technology Applications I & II. Two 
units may be earned by completing the following AEST 3-course sequence: one unit in Concepts of Agriscience; 
one unit in Science of Agricultural Animals or Science of Agricultural Plants, or Science of Agricultural 
Environment; and one unit in Agribusiness and Entrepreneurship. IB-DP Physics I, IB-DP Physics II, MYP 
Chemistry, and IB-DP Chemistry may be accepted as allowable lab-based physical science courses for students 
enrolled in the IB program. MYP Biology and IB-DP Biology I may be accepted in lieu of the Biology I requirement 
for students enrolled in an IB program. 

4 Based on the 2004 Mississippi Social Studies framework, AP European History or AP World History can 
be accepted in lieu of World History. Advanced placement U.S. History is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. 
History from 1877 to present. AP Government and Politics: United States can be accepted in lieu of the required 
United States Government course. A.P. Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the 
required Economics course. A.P. Human Geography can be accepted in lieu of the required Geography course. IB­
DP History of the Americas I is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History Course for students enrolled in the IB 
program. IB-DP History of the Americas II is accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, 
and/or U.S. Government courses for students enrolled in the IB program. MYP U. S. Government is accepted in 
lieu of the required Government course for students enrolled in the IB program. 

Based on the 2011 Mississippi Social Studies framework, A.P. World History can be accepted in lieu of the 
required World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be 
accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History from Post-reconstruction to Present course. A.P. Government and 
Politics: United Sates can be accepted in lieu of the required United States Government course, A.P. 
Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the required Economics course, A.P. Human 
Geography can be accepted in lieu of the required Geography course. IB-DP History of the Americas I is accepted 
in lieu of the required U.S. History course for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas 
II is accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Government courses for students 
enrolled in the IB program. MYP U.S. Government is accepted in lieu of the required Government course for 
students enrolled in the IB program. 



5 The credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer student 
who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other Yz unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student who 
transfers after the junior year may substitute any other Yz unit social studies course. 

6 Credit earned in Allied Health I/Health Science I may be accepted in lieu of Comprehensive Health or Family 
and Individual Health to meet the graduation requirement for Yz Carnegie unit in Health. 

7 Successful completion of JROTC I and JROTC II may be accepted in lieu of Comprehensive Health or 
Family and Individual Health to meet the graduation requirement for Yz Carnegie unit in Health beginning in the 
2010-2011 school year and thereafter, when instruction includes all health components in the JROTC curriculum. 

8 Evidence of proficiency in Keyboarding and Computer Applications is accepted in lieu of the required 
courses if the student earns one unit in any of the courses listed in the Business and Technology Framework 
(academic and vocationaJ). lnformation & Computer Technology (ICT) II may be accepted in lieu of Computer 
Discovery. A Carnegie unit earned for cience, Technolog , Engineering & Mathemalics ( TEM) in lhe 81

1o or 9111 

e:rade meets this graduation requirement. Technology Foundations replaces Computer Discoverv. Kevboardinl! and 
omputer Applications and meet th is graduation requ irement when aken in grades 8- 12. MYP Computer Discovery 

may be accepted in lieu of Computer Discovery for students enrolled in an IB program. 

Elective units in physical education include participation in interscholastic athletic activities, band, 
performance choral, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through 
Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association. 



APPENDIX A-2 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 
(Entering ninth graders in 2008-2009, and thereafter) 

Each student graduating from a secondary school in an accredited school district will have earned the required 
Carnegie units as specified in the following table. Contents of each required and elective course must include the 
core objectives identified in the Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks. Course titles and identification numbers must 
appear in the current edition of Approved Courses for Secondary Schools of Mississippi. (See SB Policies 2902 and 
2903) Enrollment in on-line and correspondence courses listed in this book must have prior approval granted by the 
principal. No more than one of the minimum required number of units may be earned through completion of 
approved correspondence course. ~e so1:1rses that Ela R0t l:iave ideAtified eeAteAt iR tl:ie .~f.i8Sissi-ppi Cfa7·ic11hoH 
HmHewo."*5 or '.VRASe titles de-Ret-af}f>l*!r iR tloie Sl:H1'0Rl eel itioR of .4ppte1•ed Ceursesfor .'he SeeemJa~:Y &heel-5-ef 
+~ppi-+Ttust be ap~~.rEl:iAg to a=iteria s&ueel iR AppeFldix D. 

Any student who completes the minimum graduation requirements as specified below and has achieved a passing 
score on each of the required high school exit examinations is eligible to receive a high school diploma. The local 
school district may establish additional local requirements approved by the local school board as authorized under 
MS Code 37-16-7. 

Beginning school year 2008-2009 and thereafter, all entering ninth graders (seniors of school year 2011-2012 and 
later) will be required to have a minimum of 24 Carnegie units as specified below, unless their parent/guardian 
requests to opt the student out of Appendix A-2 requirements in accordance with locaJ chool board policy. Any 
student who is taken out of these requirements of Appendix A-2 will be required to complete the graduation 
requirements as specified in Appendix A-1. The local school district may establish additional local requirements 
approved by the local school board as authorized under MS Code 3 7-16-7. 

CURRICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 4I English I 
En2lish II 

MATHEMATICS 4z Algebra I 

SCIENCE 4;; Biology I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 4 1 World History 
4 

1 U.S. History 
4 

Yi Geography 
4 

Yi U.S. Government 
Yi Economics 

5 

Yi Mississippi Studies 6 

HEALTH and PHYSICAL 1'"'" Yi Comprehensive Health or 

EDUCATION Yi Family & Individual Health and 

Yi Physical Education 
9&11 

BUSINESS & 110 1 Computer Discovery or Yi Keyboarding 

TECHNOLOGY and Yi Computer Applications 

THE ARTS 1 Any approved 500.000 course or 
completion of the 2-course sequence for 
Computer Graphics Technology I and II 

ELECTIVES 511 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 24 



APPENDIX A-2 (Continued) 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

STANDARD20 
SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 

(Entering ninth graders in 2008-2009, and thereafter) 

1Compensatory Reading and Compensatory Writing may not be included in the four English courses required 
for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 5 general electives required for graduation. 
Accelerated English 9 can be accepted in lieu of English L Accelerated English 10 and AP English Language 
Composition can be accepted in lieu of English IL Beginning school year 2010-2011 for all entering ninth graders, 
English I is a required prerequisite course for English IL English I may not be taken after a student completes 
English IL 

2 Compensatory Mathematics, Introduction to Engineering, and any developmental mathematics course may not 
be included in the four mathematics courses required for graduation; however, these courses may be included in the 
5 general electives required for graduation. Effective with the eighth graders of 2008-2009, Pre-Algebra and 
Transition to Algebra may not be taken after a student completes Algebra L Beginning school year 2007-2008 for all 
entering eighth graders, at least two of the four required mathematics courses must be higher than Algebra L 
Effective with ninth graders of 2010-2011, Survey of Mathematical Topics may not be included in the two math 
courses higher than Algebra L The allowable mathematics courses that can be taken which are higher than Algebra 
I are: Geometry, Algebra II, Advanced Algebra, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP 
Calculus BC, Discrete Mathematics, Statistics, and AP Statistics. MYP Geometry, MYP Algebra II, IB-DP 
Mathematics I, IB-DP Mathematics II, IB-DP Mathematical Studies I, IB-DP Mathematical Studies II are allowable 
mathematics courses higher than Algebra I for IB students. One of the four required mathematics units may be in 
Drafting if the student completes the 2-course sequence for Drafting I & IL One of the four required mathematics 
units may be in Survey of Mathematical Topics; however this course does not meet the mathematics requirement for 
admission to institutions of higher learning. Effective with the eighth graders of2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, Transition 
to Algebra, and Algebra I, may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. Effective with the eighth 
graders of 2008-2009, Geometry may be taken in the eighth grade for Carnegie unit credit. Effective with the 
seventh graders of 20 12- 13, Pre Algebra, Algebra l. Biology I. IC II (Information and Communication 
Technology) and fi rst year Foreign Language ma be taken in the s yenth e:rade for Carnegie un il credit orovided 
the cours content is the ame as the high school cour e. Effective with the gth grader of 2012-13. second year 
Foreign Language and T ·M ( cience. Te hnol gy, Engineering & lathematics). may be taken in the s"· !rrade for 
Carnegie unit credit provided the course content is the same as the high school course. 

3 One unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience, and a second unit may be in completing 2 of the following 3 
courses: Science of Agriculture Plants, Science of Agriculture Animals, geieBeeand Science of Agricultural 
Environment. Two units may be in the following courses if the student completes the required course sequence 
ending with Agriscience II, Allied Health II, Aquaculture II, Forestry II, Plastics and Polymer Science II, 
Technology Applications II, Polymer Science II or Careers in Polymer Science, Horticulture II or Horticulture 
Landscape and Turf grass, Engineering II or Applied Engineering Concepts, Health Sciences Ii or Workplace and 
Employment Skills in Health Sciences. 

Beginning school year 2008-2009 for all entering eight graders, one unit must be a lab-based physical science. 
The allowable lab-based physical science courses are Physical Science, Chemistry, AP Chemistry, Physics, AP 
Physics B, AP Physics C - Electricity and Magnetism, and AP Physics C - Mechanics. IB-DP Physics I, IB-DP 
Physics II, MYP Chemistry, and IB-DP Chemistry may be accepted as allowable lab-based physical science courses 
for students enrolled in the IB program. MYP Biology and IB-DP Biology I may be accepted in lieu of the Biology I 
requirement for students enrolled in an IB program. 

4 Based on the 2004 Mississippi Social Studies framework, Advanced Placement Human Geography is 
accepted in lieu of the required Geography course. A.P. United States History can be accepted in lieu of the 
required U.S. History from 1877 to Present course. A.P. World History can be accepted in lieu of the required 
World History from 1795 to Present course. A.P. Government and Politics: United States can be accepted in lieu of 
the required United States Government course. A.P. Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu 
of the required Economics course. MYP World Geography is accepted in lieu of the required Geography course for 



students enrolled in the IB program. Advanced placement U.S. History is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. 
History from 1877 to Present. IB-DP History of the Americas I is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History 
Course for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas II is accepted in lieu of the required 
Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Governrnent courses for students enrolled in the IB program. MYP U. 
S. Governrnent is accepted in lieu of the required Governrnent course for students enrolled in the IB program. AP 
European History or AP World History can be accepted in lieu of World History. 

Based on the 2011 Mississippi Social Studies framework, A.P. World History can be accepted in lieu of the 
required World History from the Age of Enlightenment to Present course. A.P. United States History can be 
accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History from Post-reconstruction to Present course. A.P Governrnent and 
Politics: United States can be accepted in lieu of the required United States Governrnent course. A.P. 
Macroeconomics or A.P. Microeconomics can be taken in lieu of the required Economics course. A.P. Human 
Geography can be accepted in lieu of the required Geography course. MYP World Geography is accepted in lieu of 
the required Geography course for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas I is accepted 
in lieu of the required U.S. History course for students enrolled in the IB program. IB-DP History of the Americas 
II is accepted in lieu of the required Mississippi Studies, Economics, and/or U.S. Governrnent courses for students 
enrolled in the IB program. MYP U.S. Governrnent is accepted in lieu of the required Governrnent course for 
students enrolled in the IB program. 

5 Credit earned for Business Fundamentals or Business Fundamentals II may be accepted in lieu of Yz unit in 
Economics. 

6 The credit earned for a State/Local Governrnent course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer student 
who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Governrnent. If the transfer student took a State/Local Governrnent course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other Yz unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student who 
transfers after the junior year may substitute any other Yz unit social studies course. 

7 Credit earned in Allied Health I, Health Sciences I, or Theory and Application of Health Sciences I, may be 
accepted in lieu of Comprehensive Health or Family and Individual Health to meet the graduation requirement for Yz 
Carnegie unit in Health. 

8 Successful completion of JROTC I and JROTC II may be accepted in lieu of Comprehensive Health or 
Family and Individual Health to meet the graduation requirement for Yz Carnegie unit in Health beginning in the 
2010-2011 school year and thereafter. 

The graduation requirement for Yi unit in physical education may include participation in interscholastic 
athletic activities, band, dance and JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through 
Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association. 

10 Evidence of proficiency in Keyboarding and Computer Applications is accepted in lieu of the required 
courses if the student earns one unit in any of the courses listed in the Business and Technology Framework 
(academk and vocational). TCT Tl may be accepted in lieu of Computer Discove1y. A Carnegie unil arned for 

cience, Technology, Engine rjng & Malhematic { TE ) in the g'h or 91h grad me ts Lhis graduation reguiremem. 
Techn logy Foundation replaces Computer Di coverv. Keyboarding and Computer Applications and meets ihi 
graduation reguir ment when taken in grades 8-12. MYP Computer Discovery may be accepted in lieu of Computer 
Discovery for students enrolled in an IB program. 

11 Only one elective unit in physical education including participation in interscholastic athletic activities, band, 
performance choral, dance or JROTC that meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through 
Physical Education Framework and that are sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association may 
be applied each year to the minimum 24 required state units. If a local district has graduation requirements above 
the state requirements they may award additional credits as outlined in the local Board policy. 



APPENDIX A-3 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
STANDARD20 

CAREER PATHWAY OPTION 
SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 

(Entering eleventh graders in 2010-2011) 

In 2010, Mississippi state policymakers passed legislation to create multiple pathways to a standard 
diploma. The 2010 legislative actions created a career pathway to a standard diploma, with the goal of 
improving Mississippi graduation rates and providing students with career and technical training that 
prepare students for postsecondary credential or certification programs and employable workplace skills. 
This legislative change created Section 37-16-17, Mississippi code of 1972, as amended to provide for 
high school career option programs and career track curricula for students not wishing to pursue a 
baccalaureate degree. 

CURICULUM AREA CARNEGIE REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
UNITS 

ENGLISH 41 English I 
English II 

MATHEMATICS 3z Algebra I 

SCIENCE 33 Biology I 

SOCIAL STUDIES 34,5 1 U.S. History 
Yi U.S. Government 
Yi Mississippi Studies 

HEALTH and PHYSICAL y;(J Yi Comprehensive Health, or 

EDUCATION Yi Family and Individual Health, or 
Yi Physical Education 

CAREER and TECHNICAL 47 (Selected from Student's Program 
of Study) 

INTEGRATED 1~ Computer Discovery, ICT II, 91
" 

TECHNOLOGY STEM, or Computer Applications 
and Keyboarding 

ADDITIONAL ELECTIVES 2 y;9 Courses selected from the student's 
approved program of study 

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED 21 10 

NOTE: Mississippi's Institution of Higher Learning requirements differ from minimum 
graduation requirements for this diploma pathway. 



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
Standard 20 

Career Pathway Option 

SENIORS OF SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012 
(Entering eleventh graders 2010-2011) 

1 Compensatory Reading and Compensatory Writing shall not be included in the four English courses required 
for graduation. The two additional English credits must be from the student's program of study which includes 
Technical Writing, Creative Writing, English III, English IV, or any college-level dual credit courses. 

2 Compensatory Mathematics may not be included in the three mathematics courses required for graduation. 
Effective with eighth graders of2008-2009, Pre-Algebra and Transition to Algebra may not be taken after a student 
completes Algebra I. For students pursuing the Career Pathway Graduation Option, at least one of the required 
mathematics courses must be above Algebra I and selected from the student's program of study. The allowable 
mathematics courses that can be taken which are higher than Algebra I are: Geometry, Algebra II, Survey of 
Mathematical Topics, Advanced Algebra, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, 
Discrete Mathematics, Statistics, and AP Statistics, or any college-level dual credit courses. Effective with the 
eighth graders of2004-2005, Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, and Algebra I, may be taken in the eighth grade 
for Carnegie unit credit. Effective with the eighth graders of2008-2009, Geometry may be taken in the eighth grade 
for Carnegie unit credit. 

3 For students pursuing the Career Pathway Graduation Option, at least one of the required science courses 
must be above Biology I and selected from the student's program of study. If a student's program of study allows, 
one unit may be in Concepts of Agriscience (AEST). A second science unit may be earned by completing a two 
course sequence selected from the following three options: Science of Agricultural Animals, Science of Agricultural 
Plants, or Science of Agricultural Environment. Two units may be in the following courses if the student completes 
the 2-course sequence: Agriscience I & II; Allied Health I & 11; Health Science I & II, Aquaculture I & II; Forestry 
I & II; Horticulture I & II; Polymer Science I & II; Technology Applications I & II and Engineering I & II. 

4 Advanced placement U.S. History is accepted in lieu of the required U.S. History 1877 to Present. The third 
social studies credit should be selected based on the student's program of study. 

5 The credit earned for a State/Local Government course in any other state by an out-of-state transfer student 
who enters after the sophomore year can stand in lieu of Mississippi Studies or Mississippi State and Local 
Government. If the transfer student took a State/Local Government course in a grade level that did not award 
Carnegie unit credit, then any other Y2 unit social studies course may be accepted. An out-of-state student who 
transfers after the junior year may substitute any other Y2 unit social studies course. Credit earned for the first year 
of Marketing and Economics (Vocational) may be accepted in lieu of Y2 unit in Economics. 

6 Credit earned in Allied Health I/Health Science I may be accepted in lieu of Comprehensive Health or Family 
and Individual Health to meet the graduation requirement for Y2 Carnegie unit in Health. Interscholastic athletic 
activities, band, and ROTC if they meet the instructional requirements specified in the Fitness through Physical 
Education Framework may also be accepted. 

7 Career and Technical (CTE) courses must be based on the student's program of study and should include dual 
credit/dual enrollment options as found in Section 37-15-38 of the Mississippi Code of 1972. 

8 Evidence of proficiency in technology is accepted in lieu of the required courses if the student earns one unit 
in a technology-rich academic or career technical course related to their program of study. 

9 Electives must be selected from courses related to the student's program of study. Credits earned not approved 
for that student's program of study will not be counted toward graduation requirements. 

10See the following web site for information concerning equivalency course allowances for all career and 
technical education and how to record information on a student's transcript. (TBA) 



APPENDIXD 

COURSE DEVELOPMENT 

Courses that are ta be offered aeeve the m~1:1ired Camegie w:iit5 ami that are Rat listed iR the 6l-.lrreRt 
eaffieR of Af)Jilre•,.ed Ce1,;wsesfeF-1he SeeFJl'lilary Sehee!s efMi8«>'i~w;i-ppi, as preY-iE!eel for iR State Board of Ed1:1e~iefl 
Polieies 2902 aflel 2903, mt+St R1eet t.Ae sriter~ in 1.0 tlira1:1gh 5.Q l:ielow iR on:ler to 1:1ualif'y for eredit teward 
graEkiatieR. H~r. iR the eYeRt tliat tJ:ie loeal !id~ool Elistriet wishes ta iR1plerReRt a eo~m;e that is RatiaHally er 
regiaRally reeagRiz:eel, theR the Offiee of G1:1rrie1:1l1:1R1 aRd IRsw1:1ctioR may approve tl'tat e:o1:1F5e for 1:1se iR tllat diswiet 
for oRe year by n1eetiRg the followiRg eonditions: 

• khe ee1:1rse has a well di*+R~d the loeal sahool dfstFiet wi hes to iRlp l e1~eRI th(Kl&HfSe-el-l 
a pilot basis; 

• the leeal f.ioard of eE11:1eatioR has approved that iffiplemeAtat:ioR for oRe-y&aF,-AAEl 
• "1e appropriate Mississippi DeparlrA&m-ef-~1:1ea+ieR offiee agrees with· the dis1ricl req1:1esf, 

f>1:1riag tJ:ial--y@ar,appr~e MDE staff will visil the dislriet aREi re¥iew the sot1FS0-i~10Atal-km. u: ~he 
ee1:1i:so elearly meets the intent of-ffie--€&1:1fse deveiepmell~(U) throog:A 5.Q), then i1 may be 
F&ommended fer eonlim1ed use in the dislrie!. Tf it does not meet the requireme11ts. it will nol be approved a seeond 
year. I lowever, ii may be s1c1bmilled by the district 1c1nder the crileria Rir course approYal (l .Q through 5.Q). 

~1 m1:1st !:le attached to the api:iJiealieR. Each reei11:ired attad-1111ent should be marked-wit-A 
the appropriate reference numl:ler. OmissioR of a.A}' af lltis iRfeFffl:ation will ca1:1se tl:iis a~f!lication to be r~1:1rned to 
lfle district for re'lisioRs aRd res1:1bmitted prior to t~ber deaeiline date in order fer the cow·s& 10 be oonsid~ 

1.0 Definitions 

1.1 Ce1u:se an. organized set of compefeAcies a11d s1:1ggesceel objecli·,res withiR as academic aiscipline 
offered fer a period of rime (semes£er or sol'tool year) for which a stt:tdenf receives academic credit. 

l.2 De>1elQf)mefttal Go1:1rse a eol:lf&He&igAer:i to be taugi:tE--ij1 aRy graEle 7 12 (or any coml:liRatlon of 
srades 7 13 ser,,.er:i within a sehool) t:J:iat Eiees Hot appear as an appro¥eH&1.me iR the c1:1ffent ediliElfl-&f 
,ffJ1n·Mefl Ceursesfor fJw Seeendtit)' Seheels ef1\liii.~i.w.;ippi pul71t&flecl 0y !:he Offi~fCun-io1:1l1:1m af!El 
frtstruciiofl bH~A-lfle.-ai=.~keekiRg proeess as ini~y-saffkeff&&kltsl-ffcl to be taught in saia 
school district. 

2.0 PFeliminaFy AflfUO'llll CFiteFill 

::. 1 A distfiGt-m.ttst ha\'e th~~ehool boanl--aef-0Fe su0mitting a coHJ'Se-te--tlle 
Commissioa for approval. 

2.2 Ce1:1rses A1\f5t ROt be altematiYes er replaeetl10Rts fer any State Beare ef ge11:1eatioR aasie COl:lf56 

req11ireR1en~ EAppeREii;i; B) er grackiat:~1:1irerHents (ApfJeRrfo; A) or Mississippi !R:Stitl:ltioRs af 
Migtier bearHiRg st1:1deRt admissioR req1:1iremeRlS (AppeR~ 

2.3 Col:tfses subniitted fur apprcwal-m-1:1sf meet duriflg the teachiRg elay. 

3.0 Ap~He-~prnval ~opt-too 
3.1. I App#eatieA--foF-&ppreval-e-f loeal deyelopmental eourses 1oost--OO-made. by tile lcffird MeAEley 

of October. 
3.1.2 Af)!)k-€atiens--wi+l be reviewed acwffi•1~1:eltmffiary eriteria listed -ifl 2.Q aREI ceR1em 

criteria listed in 4 .0. 
3. 1.3 The Office of C111~tHfrafl&-ffisff'Het:io11 wit I nofify--Oistricts of the-status of the eourse. 
3.1.4 Approval for le£al de•1elop111ental cm1rses will be--a-ooe-~ss, commeAGing with the 

begiooffig--Of'.-t.he ne>et-sel'teol year follewffig-a~J*<Wah 
;J..,..h-5 Al the ce:AdHs-ien efll:ie-s£.ffoo4ear, a smnmalive eval1:1alion is requii:ed-tdeaElline J1me 30). 



4.0 Ap13lieation Content 

4. I Apptit.at-ion-fei:-lecaf...Elevel&pmeAtal-GeHr-se-awro'+'al wi 11 0e-mafle-en-feFms-prev-iEleEl-0y--the-Gf.fiee-ef 
C1:1rrie1:1l1:1FR aREI Inst=n1ction. Ti:'le a19fJl ieatio11 will ineh1Ele tRe fellowing: 
4 . I . I Cow-se title 
4 . I .2 Aeademie diseipliee(s) 
4. I .3 Required teaeher liceesure 
4 .1.4 Pre requisite cow-ses for enrellmeet 
4.1.5 Carnegie unit credit for cow-se 
4.1.6 Grade levels to be served 
4.1.7 Num9er of minutes per day1week i1tsrr1:1ctioa is to bo gi,·en 
4 .1. 8 Budget 

112 The inst-ruclional management plan fer tee deve lopmen~rse will be subn:i:itted a1uJ ffll:ISl eonlain 
the followieg: 
4.2.1 Co1:1rse design The course design ·,r:ill indieate the eontent efti:'le ee1:1rse. 
4 .2.2 Course description The course descri fHieR wi II aahere to the fermat of the c1;1rrent discipline 

+mmework for which IAe eo1:1rse is being s1:1bmilled. failure to do so will res1:1ll in the 
a19plieatioA being reL1:111leEI to lh.e El istr!e1 for revisieAs, anEI !:Re apf1Jleatian mHst ee resubn1iUeel 
~ lhe cleaEIJine sate. The de5Gri~i+-e&asist oflhe full~ 

• Competeecies/8trand obj ectiYes 
--Suggested obj eeti'i•es.'Content objeotives 
• 8uggested studeet and teaeher aefr1ities 
• 8uggested assessmeet strategies 
• R-esow-ees 

4.2.J Go1:1rse eval1:1atien plaA The evalua~aR will iMl\lde R.ew th~et will determiRe the 
SUCileSs-ef'...aHd-neeG-faHl'IS-O&HFSO chiring the ptlm-~f--Ofle}. 

4 .J A wri:fteA narFatWe-EietailiAg Ule-:lhllewing will ee s1:1amit£ed : 
4 .3. I Why the eow-se is beieg ieitiated 
4 .3 .2 How the Reeds assessmeet was coedueted 
11.3 .2 I lew Fflany people respeAEleEl: te 11=le Reeds assessff'l&fll 

4.4 Prejeeteel eKpeRelitl:lre budget fer tl~is ceHFse for eR~I }'ear. (Detailea eosts should include 
eqttipmeet, supplies, ete.) 

S.O Currieulum StFuetuFe Validation 

5 .1 Al th~G--ef.th~~l~1" the schoeklistrtet-w~final su1l'tmative e~·alua1i0A r~on 10 1he 
Mi-ss+ssiwi-G~ar-~-ment e f EEllleatten, 0 ffiee of C un~G*!-lum--aAEl-tnstru-etioo.Ro-laler--lhan-Jl:ffie40: 

5.2 
:::> 

Ce1:1rse inforn1ati011 aJili;iears oe1:nplete aml aeetifate.:. 
5.2. I. I Major p1:1Ff10Se ef eo11rse is clearly stateel aRd iif,lj:JF~ 
5.2. I " CempeteReies are indicated aRd a1313r0priat=e. 
5.2. l J Objecti·1es that were-aElded er deleted as a res1:1lt of eval1:1atioR data are iRdieated. 

5.2.2 Cow-se activities are complete 
5.2.2. l CempeteRcies/StraF!d ohjecti•1es are El~ 
5.2.2.2 81:1ggested ebjeotives/CoRlent ebjecrives are defi11ed. 
5.2.2.3 S1:1ggested st1:1dent aREI ~aeher strategies are a13i;ire19riate . 
5.2.2.4 81:1ggested assessR1ent strat&gies are appreririate. 
5.2.2.5 Appropriate resow-ces are givea. 
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* • MISSISSIPPI 

DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION 
Ensuring a bright farure for every child 

PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILTY STANDARDS, 2010 

Proposed Process Standard Revisions 
Issues/Proposed Resolutions 

Approved by the Commission on School Accreditation June 7, 2012 

Standard 4 

Presented to the State Board of Education 
Instructional Enhancement Sub-Committee 

April 20, 2012 and May 18, 2012 

The school district employs an appropriately licensed full-time 
principal at each school. {MS Code 37-9-7, 37-9-15, and 37-151-
5(g)} 

Proposed Language: 

The school district employs an appropriately licensed full-time 
principal at each school. {MS Code 3 7-9-7, 3 7-9-15, and 3 7-151-
5 (g)} 

NOTE: The principal may not have any other job duties assigned 
in areas that require a specific work area code. This standard does 
not apply to assistant principals. 

Rationale: 

The original intent of this standard was for principals to be employed 
full-time (100%) with no additional job duties. Other job duties such as 
district/school test coordinator, athletic director, coach, bus driver, etc. 
do not allow the principal to focus full-time on instructional practices. 

MDE: Process Standards Discussion, Revised, June 7, 2012 DRAFT 1 
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Standard 19 

The academic year provides a minimum of 180 teaching days in which 
both teachers and pupils are in regular attendance for scheduled 
classroom instruction for not less than sixty percent ( 60%) of the 
normal school day. {MS Code 37-3-49, 37-13-61through69, 37-151-
5G), and 37-151-7(3)(c)} 

Mississippi code of 1972 
As Amended 

SEC. 37-13-61. Date of opening of school term; annual school calendar; 
length of school term. 

The State Board of Education shall have the power and authority to fix the date for the 
opening of the school term in all schools in the state, and shall promulgate guidelines for 
an annual school calendar to be observed by all public school districts. Provided, 
however, that local school boards are authorized to keep school in session in excess of 
the minimum number of days prescribed herein. 

SOURCES: Codes, 1942, Sec. 6274-09, 6411-12; Laws, 1953, Ex Sess, ch. 16, 
Sec. 9; ch. 23, Sec.12; 1981, ch. 499, Sec 9; 1986, ch. 492, Sec. 85, efffrom and 
after July 1, 1987. 

SEC.37-13-63. Minimum length of school term. 

( 1) All public schools in the state shall be kept in session for at least one hundred eighty 
(180) days in each scholastic year. 

(2) If the school board of any school district shall determine that is not economically 
feasible or practicable to operate any school within the district for the full one hundred 
eighty (180) days required for a scholastic year as contemplated due to an enemy attack, 
a manmade, technological or national disaster in which the Governor has declared a 
disaster emergency under the laws of this state or the President of the United States has 
declared an emergency or major disaster to exist in this state, said school board may 
notify the State Department of Education of such disaster and submit a plan for altering 
the school term. If the State Department of Education finds such disaster to be the cause 
of the school not operating for the contemplated school term and that such school was in 
a school district covered by the Governor's or President's disaster declaration, it may 
permit said school board to operate the schools in its district for less than one hundred 
either (180) days. 
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Proposed Language: 

The academic year provides a minimum of 180 teaching days in which 
both teachers and pupils are in regular attendance for scheduled 
classroom instruction. {MS Code 37-3-49, 37-13-61through69, 37-
151-5()), and 37-151-7(3)(c)} 

Rationale: 

Many districts with only 180 days in the school calendar release school 
as early as 10:00 a.m. on the day before Christmas holidays and the last 
day of school. This is a violation of37-13-67 because to be considered 
a school day, there must be a minimum of 5 hours of instruction 
provided. 

MDE: Process Standards Discussion, Revised, June 7, 2012 DRAFT 3 



DRAFT 
Standard 19.3 

The school district must ensure that during the academic school year a 
minimum of 140 hours of instruction is provided for each Carnegie 
unit of credit offered and 70 hours for each Yi unit offered, except for 
accelerated learning programs and remedial instructional programs 
that are proficiency based. A traditional 7-period day schedule must 
provide at least 48 minutes per period, and A/B and 4 x 4 block 
schedules must provide at least 94 minutes. 

Proposed Language: 

The school district must ensure that during the academic school year a 
minimum of 140 hours of instruction is provided for each Carnegie 
unit of credit offered and 70 hours for each !0 unit offered, except for 
remedial instructional programs, dual enrollment/dual credit, 
correspondence courses, MS Virtual Public School courses, and 
innovative programs authorized by the State Board of Education. 

Add the definition for remedial instructional programs to the glossary 
of the MS Public School Accountability Standards. 

Definition: 
Remedial instructional programs: Programs designed to provide 
interventions and supports for students who have been unsuccessful in 
mastering content/skills. 

Rationale: 

Change the language of the standard to provide additional clarity. 

MDE: Process Standards Discussion, Revised, June 7, 2012 DRAFT 4 
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Standard 19.4 

No more than two of the required 180 days may be 60% days, unless the 
district is utilizing an Early Release schedule that provides at least 27.5 
hours per five-day week provided that there are at least 198 minutes of 
actual instruction/ or testing and the remainder of each 60% day is used 
for professional development or other activities related to instruction. 
{MS Code 37-151-5G)} 

SEC. 37-151-5. Definitions. 

Mississippi code of 1972 
As Amended 

G) "Minimum school term" shall mean a term of at least one 
hundred eighty (180) days of school in which both teachers and pupils 
are in regular attendance for scheduled classroom instruction for not 
less than sixty percent (60%) of the normal school day. It is the intent 
of the Legislature that any tax levies generated to produce additional 
local funds required by any school district to operate school terms in 
excess of one hundred seventy-five (175) days shall not be construed to 
constitute a new program for the purposes of exemption from the 
limitation on tax revenues as allowed under Sections 37-39-321 and 37-
57-107 for new programs mandated by the Legislature. 

Proposed Language: 

No more than two of the required 180 days may be 60% days. Both 
teachers and pupils must be in attendance for not less than 60% of the 
normal school day. 

Many districts utilizing early release schedules do not use the 
remaining portion of the early release day for professional development 
or other alternatives related to instruction, but rather as an early release 
day for everyone. 
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Standard 20 

20. The school district requires each student, in order to receive a high 
school diploma, to have met the requirements established by its local 
board of education and by the State Board of Education. {MS Code 
37-16-7} (SB Policy 3800) 
20.lEach student receiving a standard high school diploma has earned 

the minimum number of Carnegie units as specified in Appendix 
A. (See Appendix A.) (SB Policies 2902 and 2903) 

• Seniors of school year 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007, 
and 2007-2008 are required to have a minimum of 20 
Carnegie units. 

• Entering ninth graders in 2005-2006 and thereafter (seniors 
of school year 2008-2009 and later) are required to have a 
minimum of 21 Carnegie units. 

• Entering ninth graders in 2008-2009 and thereafter (seniors 
of school year 2011-2012 and later) are required to have a 
minimum of 24 Carnegie units as specified in Appendix A-
2, unless their parent/ guardian requests to opt the student out 
of Appendix A-2 requirements. 

20.2 Each student receiving a standard diploma has achieved a passing 
score on each of the required high school exit examinations. {MS 
Code-37-16-7} (SB Policy 3800) 

20.3 Each student who has completed the secondary curriculum for 
special education may be issued a special diploma or certificate of 
completion, which states: "This student has successfully 
completed an Individualized Education Program." {MS Code 3 7-
16-11 (1)} 

20.4 The student who fails to meet the graduation requirements is not 
permitted to participate in the graduation exercises. 

20.5 Each student with disabilities rece1v1ng a Mississippi 
Occupational Diploma has successfully completed all minimum 
requirements established by the State Board of Education. {MS 
Code 37-16-11(2)} (See Appendix G.) 

Note: Carnegie units will be awarded in the eighth grade for the following 
courses: Algebra I, Pre-algebra, Transition to Algebra, Computer 
Discovery, Geometry, ICT II (Information & Communication Technology), 
First Year Foreign Language, and Second Year Foreign Language provided 
course content is the same as the high school course. 
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Proposed Language: 

20. The school district requires each student, in order to receive a high 
school diploma, to have met the requirements established by its local 
board of education and by the State Board of Education. {MS Code 
37-16-7} 
20.1 Each student receiving a standard high school diploma has 

earned the minimum number of Carnegie units as specified in 
Appendix A. (See Appendix A.) (SB Policies 2902 and 2903) 

• Seniors of school year 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007, 
and 2007-2008 are required to have a minimum of 20 
Carnegie units. 

• Entering ninth graders in 2005-2006 and thereafter (seniors 
of school year 2008-2009 and later) are required to have a 
minimum of 21 Carnegie units. 

• Entering ninth graders in 2008-2009 and thereafter (seniors 
of school year 2011-2012 and later) are required to have a 
minimum of 24 Carnegie units as specified in Appendix A-2, 
unless their parent/guardian requests to opt the student out 
of Appendix A-2 requirements. 

20.2 Each student receiving a standard diploma has achieved a 
passing score on each of the required high school exit 
examinations. {MS Code-3 7-16- 7} 

20. 3 Each student who has completed the secondary curriculum for 
special education may be issued a special diploma or certificate 
of completion, which states: "This student has successfully 
completed an Individualized Education Program. " {MS Code 
37-16-11 (1)) 

20. 4 The student who fails to meet the graduation requirements is not 
permitted to participate in the graduation exercises. 

20. 5 Each student with disabilities receiving a Mississippi 
Occupational Diploma has successfully completed all minimum 
requirements established by the State Board of Education. {MS 
Code 3 7-16-11 (2)} (See Appendix G.) 
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Proposed Language: (cont.) DRAFT 
Note: Carnegie units may be awarded in the seventh grade for the 
following courses: Pre-Algebra, Algebra I, Biology I, JCT II 
(Information and Communication Technology) and first year Foreign 
Language provided course content is the same as the high school 
course. 

Note: Carnegie units may be awarded in the eighth grade for the 
following courses: Pre-Algebra, Transition to Algebra, Algebra I, 
Geometry, Biology I, JCT II (Information and Communication 
Technology), STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Science), 
first year Foreign Language, and second year Foreign Language 
provided the course content is the same as the high school course. 

Rationale: 

Carnegie units are awarded to students only in eighth grade. The 
MDE is receiving numerous requests to issue Carnegie unit credit to 
seventh grade students so that students may be introduced to more 
rigorous curriculum in earlier grades. 
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