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OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION
33.

Approval to revise the Accreditation Policies in the Mississippi Public School
Accountability Standards, 2010, pending approval of legislative amendments to
Section 37-17-6 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended
(Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with public comments)

On February 2, 2012, the Commission on School Accreditation approved proposed
revisions to the Accreditation Policies in the Mississippi Public School Accountability
Standards, 2010, pending approval of legislative amendments to Section 37-17-6 of
the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.
Recommendation: Approval
Back-up material attached

Revisions to the Accreditation Policies Published in the
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2010
ACCREDITATION POLICIES OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

1.0

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY
1.1

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION ON SCHOOL ACCREDITATION

The Commission is composed of fifteen (15) members, with three representatives from each of the five
Congressional Districts as established at the time the Commission was authorized by MS Code 37-17-3.
The membership consists of two classroom teachers, two principals of schools, two school district
superintendents, two local school board members, and seven individuals who are not actively engaged in
the education profession. All appointments to the Commission shall comply with Section 37-17-3,
Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.
1.2

APPOINTMENT

Each member of the Commission is appointed by the State Board upon recommendation of the State
Superintendent of Education.
1.3

TERMS OF OFFICE

The length of a regular term is four years. Upon acceptance of appointment, each member is eligible to
serve for two consecutive terms. If a member changes employment or accepts a position that is no longer
reflective of the category for which he or she was appointed, or if a member moves out of the
Congressional district he or she was appointed to represent, that member must resign and a new member
will be appointed to fill the unexpired term. A member of the Commission who is appointed to fill an
unexpired term is eligible for appointment to his or her own term of office.
1.4

GENERAL DUTIES OF COMMISSION

The State Board of Education, acting through the Commission on School Accreditation, shall establish and
implement a permanent performance-based accreditation system, and all public elementary and secondary
schools shall be accredited under this system. It shall be the purpose of the Commission on School
Accreditation to continually review and enforce the standards on accreditation and to make
recommendations to the State Board of Education.
1.5

OFFICERS

The Commission annually elects a chairperson and vice-chairperson.
1.6

MEETINGS

The Commission meets on call of the State Superintendent of Education. Any official action taken by the
Commission requires the presence of a quorum, which is defined as a majority of the present membership.
Superintendents of school districts will receive written notice of the place, time, and date of each
Commission meeting. Individuals and/or groups who request a time slot on the agenda are required to
submit such in writing to the executive secretary. All requests for agenda consideration must be received
by the executive secretary no later than seven days prior to the meeting of the Commission. Agenda items
received after this deadline may be added if approved by a majority vote of the Commission.
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1.7

EXPENSES

According to Sections 25-3-41 and 25-3-69, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, each member of the
Commission is reimbursed for per diem, travel, and other allowable expenses that are incurred when
attending meetings of the Commission. The expenses are paid out of any funds available for the operation
of the Mississippi Department of Education.
1.8

STAFF

Staff assigned to the Commission consists of personnel in the Mississippi Department of Education. The
State Superintendent of Education designates one staff member to serve as executive secretary.

2.0

DISTRICT ACCREDITATION POLICY

The State Board of Education, acting through the Commission on School Accreditation, is required to establish
and implement a process for accountability at the public school district level. School districts are held
accountable for Accreditation Policies and Process Standards and receive an annual Accreditation Status.
Standards of the performance-based accreditation system recommended by the Commission and adopted by the
State Board of Education are contained in the current edition of Mississippi Public School Accountability
Standards.
2.1

ASSIGNMENT OF DISTRICT ACCREDITATION STATUSES

The Commission on School Accreditation determines the annual accreditation status of all public school
districts in the fall of each school year based on verified accreditation data from the previous school year.
An annual district accreditation status is assigned based on compliance with Process Standards.
Information concerning district compliance with Process Standards is reported to the Commission on an
annual basis. (See Policy 2.2.)
The district superintendent and school principals are responsible for ensuring that all data reported to the
Mississippi Department of Education are true and accurate as verified by supporting documentation on file
in the school district. Reporting false information is a violation of the accreditation requirements set forth
by the State Board of Education and may result in the downgrading of the district's accreditation status.
After the Commission takes action on accreditation records presented, the district superintendent and
chairperson of the local school board are notified of the status assigned. The decision of the Commission
is final unless appealed by the school board of the school district to the State Board of Education in
accordance with the appeal procedures in Policy 6.4 of this document.
2.2

PROCESS STANDARDS

Process (input) Standards address accepted educational principles and practices that are believed to
promote educational quality. Any verified violation of a process standard is noted on the record of a
school district at the time of discovery within any school year, but does not affect the current accreditation
status of the district. (See Policy 2.5 for exceptions.) If a noted violation of a process standard has not
been corrected by the following school year when accreditation statuses are assigned, the violation is
reported to the Commission for appropriate action.
The State Board of Education, acting through the Commission on School Accreditation, reserves the right
to suspend school district compliance of any accreditation process standard that is not directly mandated
by state or federal law. (See Policy 4.2 for Rewards.)
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2.3

ANNUAL ACCREDITATION STATUSES

In the fall of each year, every public school district will be assigned an annual accreditation status based on
compliance with Process Standards and Accreditation Policies.
ACCREDITED is assigned to a district that complies with Accreditation Policies and 100% of the
Process Standards (See exceptions in Appendices F and H).
PROBATION is assigned to a district that complies with less than 100% of the Accreditation
Policies and Process Standards.
The district will be required to develop and implement a
Corrective Action Plan (CAP) with defined timelines to address the deficiencies. (See Policy 2.8.)
WITHDRAWN is assigned to a district that has previously been assigned a Probation status and
still does not comply with its Corrective Action Plan (CAP). Any school district placed in
conservatorship will have its accreditation withdrawn. The district will be required to develop and
implement a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) with defined timelines to address the deficiencies. (See
Policy 2.8.)
School districts whose accreditation has been withdrawn by the Commission on School
Accreditation are prohibited from participating in all extra-curricular activities that are
sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association (MHSAA) with the exception
of JROTC.
2.4

NOTIFICATION OF DEFICIENCIES AFTER ASSIGNMENT OF STATUS

After the annual assignment of a district's accreditation status, the process of determining statuses for the
following school year begins. When information on file in the Mississippi Department of Education
indicates that a school district may be in violation of a standard, the superintendent and the school board of
the district are informed in writing by appropriate staff in the Department responsible for monitoring
compliance with the standard. School district officials are given thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of
notification to provide a written response verifying accuracy or inaccuracy of the notice of possible
noncompliance with the standard.
If the written response includes appropriate evidence to correct or refute the alleged violation, the
superintendent of the district is notified by appropriate staff in the Department responsible for monitoring
compliance with the standard. Any verified violation of a standard is reported in writing to the Office of
Accreditation, where it is noted on the current Accreditation Record Summary of the district. (See
Glossary for definition of Accreditation Record Summary.) The appropriate staff member in the Office of
Accreditation notifies the superintendent of the district in writing of the verified violation.
2.5

FACTORS THAT MAY AFFECT AN IMMEDIATE CHANGE IN ACCREDITATION STATUS

An assigned accreditation status may remain unchanged during that school year except in those cases
where verified noncompliance of accreditation standards may downgrade an accreditation status
immediately.
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2.5.1 Recommended Accreditation Status - PROBATION
Districts in violation of any of the following standards will be presented to the Commission on School
Accreditation for action. That action may include downgrading the district’s accreditation status to
Probation.
• Accreditation Policy 2.1, reporting false information, Process Standards 1 & 3, failure to
implement appropriate standards of governance
• Standard 2, failure to comply with school board policies that meet state and federal statutes, rules
and regulations,
• Standards 10 and 11, failure to comply with financial accountability requirements,
• Standard 20, failure to comply with graduation requirements,
• Standard 22, failure to comply with test security procedures required by the Mississippi Statewide
Assessment System,
• Standards 23.1-23.8, failure to comply with state/federal regulations, or
• Standards 35, 36, and 37.1, failure to comply with standards that sustain a safe school climate.
2.5.2 Recommended Accreditation Status - WITHDRAWN
Districts in violation of any of the following standards will be presented to the Commission on School
Accreditation for action. That action may include downgrading the district’s accreditation status to
Withdrawn.
• Standards 1 & 3, failure to implement appropriate standards of governance,
• Standard 2, failure to comply with school board policies that meet state and federal statutes, rules
and regulations,
• Standards 10 and 11, failure to comply with financial accountability requirements of a serious
nature,
• Standard 20, failure to comply with graduation requirements specified in Standards 20.1, 20.2, &
20.4,
• Standard 22, failure to comply with test security procedures required by the Mississippi Statewide
Assessment System in Appendix F, numbers 8 & 9,
• Standards 23.3-23.5, federal programs whose regulations call for strong sanctions for continued
patterns of noncompliance, or
• Standards 35, 36, and 37.1, failure to comply with standards that pose life-threatening conditions
for students and staff.
2.6

CONSOLIDATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS OR TRANSFER OF GRADES

When two or more school districts consolidate or when two or more school boards approve the transfer of
a grade or grades, the affected school district(s) may be allowed to maintain its accreditation status for a
period of time to be determined upon application to the Commission on School Accreditation. The
Commission on School Accreditation shall review the application of any such affected school district(s)
and submit a recommendation to the State Board of Education for approval.
2.7

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN (CAP) AND WITHDRAWAL OF ACCREDITATION

2.7.1

Corrective Action Plan (CAP) with Definitive Timelines
When a school district has been assigned a, PROBATION, or WITHDRAWN accreditation status,
the Mississippi Department of Education, in conjunction with the school district, shall develop a
Corrective Action Plan (CAP) with defined timelines in which to correct the district’s deficiencies.
The State Board of Education implements the program of development in each district assigned a
PROBATION or WITHDRAWN status in accordance with Section 37-17-6(10), Mississippi Code of
1972, as amended.
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The school district is required to submit a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) within sixty (60) days. The
plan must stipulate what will be done to remove the deficiencies and the time line required. The
plan must be approved by the local school board as documented by official minutes and bear the
signatures of the school board chairperson and district superintendent. When corrective action has
been implemented to remove a citation, the school district must submit documentary evidence
confirming such to the Office of Accreditation. Assigned MDE staff may conduct follow-up visits
as necessary to verify corrective action and compliance.
2.7.2

Withdrawal of Accreditation
If the district’s deficiencies are not removed during the time specified in the Corrective Action Plan
(CAP), the school district is subject to having its accredited status withdrawn by the Commission on
School Accreditation in accordance with MS Code 37-17-6. The status of the district will be listed
as WITHDRAWN NOT ACCREDITED, and the record of that district will continue to be
maintained.
School districts whose accreditation has been withdrawn by the Commission on School
Accreditation are prohibited from participating in all extra-curricular activities that are
sanctioned by the Mississippi High School Activities Association (MHSAA) with the exception
of JROTC.

2.7.2.1

Hearings

Before requesting approval from the State Board of Education to withdraw the accredited
status of a district, the Commission on School Accreditation conducts a hearing (See Policy
2.9 for exception.) to allow the officials of the affected district to present evidence or other
reasons as to why its accreditation should not be withdrawn. {MS Code 37-17-6(11) (a)}
2.7.2.2

Results of Hearings

Within forty-five (45) calendar days of the conclusion of the hearing and after consideration
of the results of the hearing, the Commission on School Accreditation shall be authorized,
with the approval of the State Board of Education, to withdraw the accreditation of the
district and may issue a request to the Governor that a state of emergency be declared in that
district in accordance with Section 37-17-6(11)(a), Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended. If
the decision is made not to withdraw the accredited status of the district, a new timeline is
established in the district’s Corrective Action Plan (CAP).
2.7.2.3

Public Notice

After a state of emergency has been declared, the Commission files a public notice at least
once a week for at least three consecutive weeks in a newspaper published within the
immediate or general vicinity of the affected school district in accordance with Section 3717-6(12), Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.
2.8.2.4

Access to School District Records

School districts are required to produce necessary reports, correspondence, financial
statements, and any other documents necessary for the Commission to implement this section
on withdrawal of accreditation and conservatorship.

11

Revisions to the Accreditation Policies Published in the
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2010
2.7.2.5

Reinstatement of an Accredited Status

Based on the recommendation from the Office of Accreditation or the State Superintendent
of Education, the superintendent and school board president of a school district whose
accreditation has been withdrawn may file a petition with the Commission on School
Accreditation for reinstatement of accreditation to be effective on January 1 or July 1. The
Commission on School Accreditation shall require all school districts that petition for
reinstatement of accreditation to appear before the Commission on School Accreditation to
furnish evidence satisfactory to the Commission that the school district is in compliance with
all accreditation standards prior to the reinstatement of accreditation.
2.8

CONDITIONS OF EMERGENCY STATUS AND WITHDRAWAL OF ACCREDITATION

2.8.1 Declaration of State of Emergency
The State Board of Education may request the Governor to declare a state of emergency in any school
district when any of the following emergency situations occur. Upon the declaration of the state of
emergency by the Governor, the State Board of Education may take all such action for dealing with the
school district as is authorized under subsection (11) or (14) of Section 37-17-6, Mississippi Code of
1972, as amended, including the withdrawal of the district’s accreditation.
2.8.1.1 Emergency Situation

The State Board of Education and the Commission on School Accreditation determine that an
extreme emergency situation exists in a school district which jeopardizes the safety, security or
educational interests of the children enrolled in the schools in that district and such emergency
situation is believed to be related to a serious violation or violations of accreditation standards or
state or federal law. For purposes of this paragraph, the declarations of a state of emergency shall not
be limited to those instances when a school district's impairments are related to a lack of financial
resources, but also shall include serious failure to meet minimum academic standards, as evidenced
by a continued pattern of poor student performance. (Section 37-17-6(11)(b), Mississippi Code of
1972, as amended)
2.8.1.2 Failing School District

A school district meets the State Board of Education’s definition of a failing school district for two
(2) consecutive full school years. (Section 37-17-6(11)(b), Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended)
2.8.1.3 Schools AtRisk

A school continues to be designated a School At-Risk after three (3) years of implementing a school
improvement plan, or in the event that more than fifty percent (50%) of the schools within the school
district are designated as Schools At-Risk in any one (1) year. (Section 37-18-7(2), Mississippi
Code of 1972, as amended) (See Policy 3.4.1 for Schools At-Risk designation.)
2.8.2 Penalty for the Withdrawal of Accreditation
As a result of the withdrawal of accreditation by the Commission on School Accreditation, a school or
schools within a school district shall be limited to participation in no more than fifty percent (50%) of
the regular season of any interscholastic activity as determined by the Office of Accreditation. All
schedule requests must be submitted in writing to the Mississippi Department of Education at least
thirty (30) days prior to the beginning of the season. The Office of Accreditation shall pre‐approve all
schedules and participation in interscholastic activities. The interscholastic regular season schedule
12

Revisions to the Accreditation Policies Published in the
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2010
shall include division/district/regional games, but may not include the opening day or post season
participation. In addition to the suspension of all post season activities, the school district shall not be
allowed to participate in jamborees, special games, parades, tournaments, holiday tournaments, or
competitions of any nature.
Cheerleading, drill/dance squads, speech and debate, choral music and band may participate in district
or state contest, but shall not be eligible to receive ratings.
Failure to comply with section 2.8.2 will result in the suspension of ALL interscholastic activities.
Note: Interscholastic activities include, but are not limited to, football, basketball, baseball, track
and field, cross country, tennis, golf, volleyball, softball (fast pitch and slow pitch), soccer, wrestling,
swimming, powerlifting, bowling, archery, cheerleading, drill/dance squads, speech and debate,
choral music, and band.
2.8.23.

Public Notice
After a state of emergency has been declared, the Commission files a public notice at least
once a week for at least three consecutive weeks in a newspaper published within the
immediate or general vicinity of the affected school district in accordance with Section 3717-6(12), Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.

2.8.3.4

Access to School District Records
School districts are required to produce necessary reports, correspondence, financial
statements, and any other documents necessary for the Commission to implement this section
on withdrawal of accreditation and conservatorship.

2.8.45

Reinstatement of an Accredited Status
Based on the recommendation from the Office of Accreditation or the State Superintendent
of Education, the superintendent and school board president of a school district whose
accreditation has been withdrawn may file a petition with the Commission on School
Accreditation for reinstatement of accreditation to be effective on January 1 or July 1. The
Commission on School Accreditation shall require all school districts that petition for
reinstatement of accreditation to appear before the Commission on School Accreditation to
furnish evidence satisfactory to the Commission that the school district is in compliance with
all accreditation standards prior to the reinstatement of accreditation.

3.0

PERFORMANCE CLASSIFICATION POLICY

The State Board of Education, acting through the Commission on School Accreditation, is required to establish
and implement a process for accountability at the individual public school level and district level. Individual
schools and districts are held accountable for student growth and performance and receive an annual School
Performance Classification and District Performance Classification. (See Glossary for definitions of an
attendance center and school.)
When the district establishes a new school and/or the district reconfigures the specific grades or students
assigned to an existing school(s) within the district, the student achievement data used to assign school
performance classifications will follow the guidelines established in the School Performance Standards and
School Performance Model.
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3.1

ASSIGNMENT OF PERFORMANCE CLASSIFICATIONS

3.1.1

School Performance Classification
Information concerning school performance is reported to the Commission on an annual basis, and
annual performance classifications will be assigned in the fall of each school year. Each public
school that has both achievement and growth data will be assigned an annual performance
classification. In addition, the Graduation Rate and the High School Completion Index (HSCI) will
be included in determining the performance classification of schools with any grade configuration of
9-12. Available assessment data will be reported for those schools that do not have both
achievement and growth data, but a school performance classification will not be assigned. An
alternative school will not be assigned a school performance classification. (See State Board Policy
901 and 902 and the Glossary for definition of alternative school.)

3.1.2

District Performance Classification
Information concerning district performance is reported to the Commission on an annual basis, and
annual performance classifications will be assigned in the fall of each school year. Each public
school district will be assigned an annual performance classification based on achievement, growth,
and graduation rate or High School Completion Index. A district performance level is assigned
based on the performance of all students in the district i.e., the district will be treated as one K-12
school.

3.2

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Performance (output or product) standards address selected components of the statewide testing program
and other outcome measures related to the performance of a school. (See Performance Standards) The
State Board of Education may also take into account such factors as graduation rates, dropout rates,
completion rates, the extent to which the school or district employs qualified teachers in every classroom,
and any other factors deemed appropriate by the State Board of Education.
3.3

PERFORMANCE CLASSIFICATIONS

The performance classification assigned to a school or district will be determined by (a) the percentage of
students who are performing at criterion levels (minimum, basic, proficient, and advanced) and (b) the
degree to which student performance has improved over time (based on an expected growth value for the
school). The results from the Achievement Model and the Growth Model are combined to assign
performance classification as follows:
Star School
High Performing
Successful
Academic Watch
Low Performing School
At-Risk of Failing
Failing
(See State Accountability Rating System and Performance Classification Model)
A school will not receive a school performance classification if the test data have been invalidated, and the
school performance classification will be noted as Test Data Invalidated. (See Appendix F.)
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3.4

SCHOOLS ATRISK

Following an analysis of school data each year, the Mississippi Department of Education shall
identify those schools that are deficient in educating students and are in need of improvement in
accordance with Section 37-18-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended. This analysis shall
indicate individual school performance in two areas: (a) meeting its assigned yearly growth
expectation and (b) percentage of the students in the school that are proficient.

3.4.1

Designation
A school shall be identified as a School At-Risk and in need of assistance if the school:
(a) does not meet its growth expectation and has a percentage of students functioning below
grade level, as designated by the State Board of Education;
(b) is designated as a Failing School; or
(c) is designated as Low Performing or At-Risk of Failing for two (2) consecutive years.

3.4.2

Notification
Within fifteen (15) days after a School At-Risk has been identified, written notice shall be sent by
the State Board of Education by certified mail to the school principal, the superintendent, and the
chairperson of the local board of education.

3.4.3

Evaluation Teams and Evaluation Report
Within fifteen (15) days after notification, the State Board of Education shall assign an evaluation
team to the school, subject to the availability of funding. The evaluation team shall be independent
of the school being evaluated and may include employees of the State Department of Education. The
team may include retired educators who have met certain standards and have completed all
necessary training.
The evaluation team shall analyze the School At-Risk’s data to determine probable areas of
weakness before conducting an on-site audit. After completing the evaluation of the School At-Risk,
the team shall prepare and adopt its school evaluation report, which shall be submitted to the State
Superintendent of Education for approval within ninety (90) calendar days. The evaluation report
shall identify any personnel who were found by the evaluation team to be in need of improvement
and need to participate in a professional development plan. Evaluation instruments used to evaluate
teachers, principals, superintendents or any other certified or classified personnel will be instruments
that have been validated for such purposes.

Following the State Superintendent's approval of the report, a representative of the State
Superintendent and the evaluation team leader shall present the report to the principal of the School AtRisk, the school district superintendent, and school board members of the local school district.
Following this presentation, the evaluation report shall be presented to the community served by the
School At-Risk at an advertised public meeting.
3.4.4

School Improvement Plan
Based on the findings of the evaluation report and the results of the public meeting, the Mississippi
Department of Education and evaluation team leader shall assist the school principal and other local
school officials in the development of a school improvement plan.
The school improvement plan shall be developed and approved by the principal of the School AtRisk, the superintendent of the local school district, the local school board, and a majority of the
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teachers of the school. If the plan is not approved, the State Board of Education may approve and
implement the plan in the school.
The State Department of Education shall provide technical assistance and shall assist in identifying
funding to the School At-Risk in the implementation of the school improvement plan, including the
implementation of any recommended professional development plan, and the department may
contract with the institutions of higher learning to provide such technical assistance. The assistance
team shall collaborate with school and school district employees in the implementation and
monitoring of the school improvement plan and the State Department of Education shall ensure that
a report is issued monthly to the local school board and the local community-based advisory council.
A school district that has been designated as failing as defined by the State Board of Education or a
district and/or a school designated below the successful level shall establish a community-based
prekindergarten through higher education (P-16) council comprised of a broad spectrum of the
community, including economic developers, elected officials, civic leaders, business leaders, faithbased leaders, social services, nonprofit organizations, school attendance officers, law enforcement
officials, health department officials, day care providers, librarians, parents and others with the
knowledge and resources that can be leveraged to build strong communities. The State Board of
Education shall develop procedures for appointments to the council, which shall not be appointed
solely by the school board. The council will serve as a community-led group that is inclusive,
accountable and required to publicly report progress to the community as a whole.
3.4.5

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR EDUCATORS
As part of the school improvement plan for a School At-Risk, a professional development plan shall
be prepared for those school administrators, teachers, or other employees who are identified by the
evaluation team as needing improvement.

4.0

RECOGNITION AND REWARDS
The State Board of Education shall provide special recognition and/or rewards to individual schools or
school districts meeting the highest levels of accreditation standards as defined by the State Board of
Education. A school or district with a QDI in the top two ranges will be identified as meeting the highest
level of accreditation standards.
4.1

RECOGNITION

Special recognition will be provided to all schools meeting the highest levels of accreditation
standards. Examples of recognition include, but are not limited to the following:
• Public announcements and events;
• Special recognition of student progress and effort;
• Certificates of recognition and plaques for teachers, principals, superintendents, support and
classified personnel and parents; and
• Media announcements utilizing the services of the Mississippi Educational Television.
4.2

REWARDS

Rewards may be provided for schools and school districts assigned the highest levels of performance
as defined by the State Board of Education as follows:
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4.2.1 Exemptions for Schools Meeting the Highest Levels of Performance.
Schools Meeting the Highest Levels of Performance may be exempted from citations of
noncompliance with the Process Standards listed below. For specific details, refer to each
process standard referenced below.
• Library Media/Organized Collection (Standard 24.1)
• Library Media Program of Service (Standard 24.2)
• High School Science Laboratory (Standard 25)
• Limit on Course Preparations (Standard 31)
• Student Teacher Ratios in Grades 1-4 (Standard 34.2)
• Limit of 150 Students Per Teacher in Academic Core Subjects (Standard 34.5)
4.2.2 Exemptions for Districts Meeting the Highest Levels of Performance.
School districts assigned the Highest Levels of Performance may be exempted from citations
of noncompliance with the Process Standards listed below. For specific details, refer to each
process standard referenced below.
• Community Involvement, Parental Communication, and Business Partnerships
(Standard 18)
• Senior Preparation for Graduation Ceremonies (Standard 19.5)
• Summer School Program Requirements (Standard 19.6)
• Professional Development Plan/Program (Standard 21)
• Early Childhood Programs (kindergarten and teacher assistant) (Standard 23.1)
• Instructional Management System (Standard 27.1)
• Suggested Teaching Strategies, Resources, and Assessment Strategies (Standard 27.2)
4.2.3 Financial Rewards
If funds are appropriated by the legislature, Schools Meeting the Highest Levels of
Performance may apply to the State Board of Education for monetary incentives to be used
for selected school needs, as identified by a vote of all licensed and instructional personnel
employed at the school. These incentive funds may be used for specific needs, including, but
not limited to the following:
• Funding for professional development activities; staff participating in such activities
will report to the school and school district about the benefits and lessons learned from
such training;
• Technology needs;
• Sabbaticals for teachers or administrators, or both, to pursue additional professional
development or educational enrichment;
• Paid professional leave; and
• Training for parents, including, but not limited to, curriculum, Title I, special need
students, student rights and responsibility, school and community relations, and
effective parenting.
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5.0

ACCREDITATION MONITORING PROCEDURES

Staff in the Mississippi Department of Education continuously monitor school districts to verify compliance with
applicable accreditation requirements and state and federal laws.
5.1

ONSITE EVALUATIONS

The State Board of Education, the State Superintendent of Education, or the Commission on School
Accreditation have the authority to call for an on-site evaluation or investigation of a school district at any
time. If deficiencies are found in meeting accreditation standards or state and federal laws, the
superintendent is notified in writing and given thirty (30) days from the receipt of notification to provide a
written response. The report of findings is filed in the current accreditation records in the Office of
Accreditation.
5.2

INVESTIGATIVE EVALUATIONS (COMPLAINTS AGAINST DISTRICTS)

All formal complaints made against schools or districts must be submitted to the Office of Accreditation in
writing and bear the signature of the individual(s) filing the complaint. The written complaint shall
contain specific details concerning alleged violations. When the complaint is received, the superintendent
is notified in writing of the nature of the complaint and informed that the district is subject to an
unannounced audit to investigate the allegations.
5.2.1

Areas Over Which the Commission Has No Authority
If the complaint addresses an area over which the Commission has no authority, the individual
filing the complaint is acknowledged and the complaint is filed in the Office of Accreditation.

5.2.2

Areas Over Which the Commission Does Have Authority
If the complaint addresses an area over which the Commision does have authority, the
superintendent may be notified in writing of the nature of the complaint and given 30 days to
provide a written response to the allegations and to present documentation of compliance. The
superintendent may also be notified that the district is subject to an unannounced audit to
investigate the allegations.
5.2.1.1 If deficiencies are found in meeting accreditation standards or state and federal laws, a
report of findings is filed in the current accreditation records in the Office of
Accreditation and the complainant will be notified of the findings.
5.2.1.2 If no deficiencies are found in meeting accreditation standards or state and federal
laws, the district and the complainant will be notified.

5.2.3 Unannounced On-Site Investigative Evaluations
The State Board of Education, the State Superintendent of Education, or the Commission
on School Accreditation have the authority to call for an on-site evaluation or investigation
of a school district at any time. Procedures for conducting investigative audits are as
follows:
5.2.3.1 The auditors may arrive in the district without prior notification.
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5.2.3.2 The auditor(s) inform the superintendent of the purpose of the audit and of the
procedures to be followed.
5.2.3.3

5.3

The auditor(s) discuss procedures with the principal of the school if appropriate.

5.2.3.4

The auditor(s) use various methods to collect the data needed to verify or discredit the
complaint, including examination of official records, interviews with school personnel,
and observations.

5.2.3.5

Upon completion of the audit, the auditor(s) compile a written report that is sent to the
superintendent, the chairman of the school board, and the Commission on School
Accreditation.

SPECIAL TEST AUDITS

Reports regarding potential testing irregularities or test security violations are referred to the Office of
Student Assessment. Such reports include statistical analyses of test data conducted after each test
administration, self-reported incidents, third-party allegations regarding violations of testing requirements,
and irregularities noted during test security audits. Regular test security audits may be conducted prior to,
during, and following each test administration in order to promote the integrity and security of the
Mississippi Assessment System. The Office of Student Assessment will report to the Office of
Accreditation each testing irregularity that has been verified as a violation of a testing requirement.
5.3.1 Self-reports or third-party allegations regarding testing irregularities may be either formal written
reports (signed or unsigned) or verbal reports or complaints that may be made officially or
anonymously and with or without documentary evidence.
5.3.2 If a third-party allegation addresses an area over which the State Board of Education has no
authority, the individual filing the allegation will be notified.
5.3.3 A self-report or allegation must identify specific details concerning alleged violations of test security
and/or testing irregularities in order to warrant an investigative audit.
5.3.4 Any statistical analysis that indicates a potential testing irregularity or test security violation will be
reviewed and evaluated by staff in the Office of Student Assessment. If the review and evaluation of
the statistical analysis indicate that further information is required in order to resolve or confirm the
testing irregularity, the Office of Student Assessment may require that a school district investigate
the potential irregularity and report its findings to the Office of Student Assessment. Any verified
testing irregularity is reported to the Office of Accreditation for appropriate action.
5.3.5 Procedures for test security audits are as follows:
5.3.5.1 The auditor may arrive at the school without prior notification.
5.3.5.2 The auditor informs the school administrator of the purpose of the audit and of the
procedures to be followed.
5.3.5.3 The auditor requests that the superintendent be notified that a test audit is in progress.
5.3.5.4 The auditor uses the same methods to collect data as described in policy.
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5.3.5.5 The auditor reports the audit findings to the Office of Student Assessment. If the audit
findings indicate that a testing irregularity has occurred, the Office of Student Assessment
will notify the district superintendent. If the response from the superintendent does not
resolve the irregularity, the irregularity is reported to the Office of Accreditation for
appropriate action.
5.4

SUMMER PROGRAM AUDITS

Each school district providing educational programs during the summer is required to report summer
program data, including types of instructional programs provided, staffing, and enrollment. School
districts offering summer programs may be audited to verify information contained in the annual Summer
School/Extended Year Report.
5.5

OTHER STATE/FEDERAL PROGRAM AUDITS/EVALUATIONS

When audits or evaluations of other state or federal programs reveal verified noncompliance with state or
federal program regulations, the incidents of noncompliance are filed with the Office of Accreditation.
5.6

ANALYSIS AND VERIFICATION OF ACCREDITATION INFORMATION

Accreditation staff in the Mississippi Department of Education review annual personnel/accreditation
information and other annual reports submitted by school districts. Staff will analyze and compare this
information with any other accreditation data on record and notify responsible officials of any
inconsistency in reporting or any apparent deficiency in meeting standards. Any information submitted by
a school district may be verified through on-site visits. Upon request the school district must provide
documentation necessary to validate compliance with accreditation requirements.

6.0

HEARING AND APPEAL PROCEDURES

All controversies involving the accreditation of schools or school districts are initially heard by a duly authorized
representative of the Commission on School Accreditation before whom a complete record is made.
6.1

REQUEST FOR HEARING

The school board of a school district may request a hearing by filing written notice with the executive
secretary of the Commission on School Accreditation within ten (10) calendar days of the written
notification of the recommended Commission action.
6.2

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COMMISSION

Upon receipt of the written request for hearing, the chairman of the Commission assigns, in writing, a duly
authorized representative previously appointed by the Commission to hear the controversy.
6.3

HEARING PROCEDURES

6.3.1
The Commission's representative sets the time, place, and date for a hearing and notifies
all parties of the time, place, and date of the hearing by registered or certified mail, return receipt
requested. All parties may be represented by counsel at the expense of the party. The hearing is
conducted in such a manner as to afford all parties a fair and reasonable opportunity to present
witnesses and other evidence pertinent to the issues and to cross-examine witnesses presented by
the opposing party. The Commission's representative may permit any portion of the evidence to be
submitted in the form of depositions or affidavits; and in case affidavits are received, an
opportunity to present counter-affidavits is provided.
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6.3.2
It is the responsibility of each party at the hearing to secure the attendance of such
witness or witnesses as the party deems necessary or appropriate, and any expense connected with
the attendance of such witnesses is borne by the party responsible for the attendance of the witness.
6.3.3
In conducting the hearing, the Commission's representative is not bound by common law
or by statutory rules of evidence or by technical or formal rules of procedure, provided, however,
hearsay evidence, if admitted, is not the sole basis for the determination of facts by the
Commission's representative.
6.3.4
After presentation by the executive secretary of the Commission regarding
recommended action and policy in support thereof, the party filing the written notice of hearing has
the burden of going forward with the evidence, and at the conclusion of the hearing, the
Commission's representative grants any party the opportunity to present a statement in such party's
own behalf, either in person or by such party's attorney.
6.3.5
All hearings held before the Commission’s representative are recorded and transcribed
by a court reporter whose fees and costs of transcription are paid by the school district involved
within forty-five (45) days after having been notified of such costs and fees by the Commission.
Within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of the transcribed record of the hearing, the
Commission’s representative files a written recommendation to the Commission as to the resolution
of the controversies. Upon consideration of the transcribed record and recommendation of its
representative, the Commission makes its decision and notifies all parties in writing by certified or
registered mail, return receipt requested. The decision of the Commission is final unless the school
board of the school district involved elects to appeal to the State Board of Education. The school
board of the school district may appeal to the State Board of Education by filing a written notice of
appeal with the State Superintendent of Education within fifteen (15) calendar days of receipt of the
decision of the Commission on School Accreditation.
6.4

APPEAL PROCEDURES

6.4.1
An appeal to the State Board of Education is on the record previously made before the
Commission's representative or the Commission. Upon written application, the State Board of
Education may consider new factual evidence.
6.4.2
Upon receipt of the transcript, the State Board of Education, through the State
Superintendent of Education, notifies the parties involved that the transcript has been filed and that
the appealing party has fifteen (15) calendar days to file any written argument not to exceed twentyfive (25) pages in length. The Commission is allowed thirty (30) calendar days from the filing of
the transcript with the State Board of Education to file a responsive written argument not to exceed
twenty-five (25) pages in length. Any written argument in rebuttal by the appealing party must be
filed within forty (40) calendar days of the filing of the transcript. The appealing party may not
exceed twenty-five (25) pages as the combined total for its original and rebuttal arguments. An
original and nine (9) copies of the written argument must be provided. The State Board of
Education considers all appeals within thirty (30) calendar days of the last written argument filed.
The written decision of the State Board of Education is transmitted to the parties involved within
fifteen (15) calendar days of its decision.

21

Revisions to the Accreditation Policies Published in the
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2010

7.0

ANNUAL REPORT
By November 1 of each year, each local school district shall be required to develop and publish an annual
report as prescribed by the State Board of Education (SBE). The report shall be published in a newspaper
having general circulation in the county and posted on the school district’s web site in a printable format.
The public notice shall include information on the report’s availability on the district’s web site, with the
web site address, and the location(s) in the school district where a copy of the report can be obtained. SBE
Policy 2051
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CANTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
Dwight J . Luckett, Sr., Ed. S ., Superintendent

March 9, 2012
Dr. Paula Vanderford
PO Box 771
Jackson, MSA 39205

OFFICE OF ACCREDllATION

Dear Dr. Vanderford:

The purpose of this letter is to provide a written response to the proposed revisions to the
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 2010. Below, please find a list of the
standards and proposed changes about which I have concerns:
2.3: The Advised status should remain as an annual accreditation status. This status will allow
districts a sufficient amount of time to correct deficiencies. Districts should be given, at a
minimum, one semester to correct noted deficiencies. Once corrective measures have been
completed, the district's designation should be removed immediately rather than waiting an
entire year.
3-4·4: Revisio ns to this standard include the stipulation that once a school and/or district has
been designated as failing, a P-16 council must be formed. Schools/districts should be
designated as failing for at least t wo years before being required to form a P-16 council. This
will give schools/districts an opportunity to correct their deficiencies within the school/district
before seeking input from stakeholders. Additionally, the groups identified to serve on the P16 council (economic developers, elected officials, faith-based leaders, etc.) are often
contributing factors to the failure of schools and districts. Involving these individuals could
prove t o be detrimental to the administration of a school or district and impede student
achievement rather than increase it.
5.2: This standard outlines the process by w hich individuals can file accreditation complaints
against school districts. The standard indicates that "the superintendent will be notified in
writing of the nature of the complaint and informed that the district is subject to an
unannounced visit to investigate the allegations" (p.15). Districts should be privy to the
name(s) of the individual(s) filing a complaint. In some instances, individuals purposefully
make complaints to hinder district s. If complainants are aware that their name(s) will be
revealed, they may be less likely to make false reports.
I hope that the Office of Accreditation will take these recommendations into account before
making revisions to the above mentioned standards.

t, Sr.,
Superintendent of Education

"Working Together Works"
403 East Lincoln Street • Canton, MS 39046
Phone: 601-859-4110 • Fax: 601-859-4023
www.cantonschools.net
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From: sarah campbell [mailto:campbell@sarahccampbell.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 4:20 PM
To: Paula Vanderford
Subject: formal comments regarding the Proposed Revisions to the Accreditation Policies

Paula Vanderford, Director
Office of Accreditation
Mississippi Department of Education
Dear Ms. Vanderford,
Please accept these as my formal comments regarding the Proposed Revisions to the
Accreditation Policies Published in the Mississippi Public School Accountability
Standards, 2010. Approved by the State Board of Education February 17, 2012.
I write to oppose your revision to District Accreditation Policy 2.3, specifically this
language:
Schools within in a school district whose
accreditation has been withdrawn by the
Commission on School Accreditation are
prohibited from participating in any and all
interscholastic competitions and/or
competitive extra-curricular activities.
I am a 1984 graduate of Port Gibson High School, a public school in Claiborne County.
At the time of my graduation, the Claiborne County public school district was not
accredited. Accreditation was withdrawn during the 1982-83 academic year, and, except
for a brief period when it was reinstated on a provisional basis, remained withdrawn
through the 1983-84 academic year. The most obvious consequence to students was that
we who were student athletes and musicians were barred from competing in sports and
band competitions for the duration of our unaccredited status. As students, we had a
difficult time understanding the reasons for our loss of accreditation, but what we did
know was that the elected board of education and the elected superintendent were at
odds. This led to dysfunction in managing the district's affairs.
During my sophomore year at PGHS, our girls' and boys' track teams won the state, and
our girls' basketball team lost in the semi-finals to Lafayette County, the eventual winner.
So, my basketball team was 30-3 my sophomore year, 15-3 my junior year (because we
had to stop playing), and we had no season my senior year. We were not just a “sports”
school; we had two National Merit Scholars and an Achievement Scholar in the same
three years. Our student council president was named the Most Outstanding Student
Council President in the state. Despite these academic "successes," for many of us being
"punished" for the school's loss of accreditation had a negative impact on our state of
mind, our academic performance, and our sense of college options.
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The impact on students during my junior and senior year was terrible, and had lasting
consequences. Opportunities for athletic and music scholarships were lost. Some parents
undertook the financial hardship of maintaining two households so their children could
continue to compete. My own parents exhausted their small savings to fund a failed
lawsuit against the Mississippi High School Activities Association.
I was elected student council president during my senior year, and we did what we could
to bring the warring political factions together. We invited the board members and
superintendent to address the student body. We also did what we could to maintain a
sense of school community, scheduling intramural sports during activity periods and
student council dances on Friday nights (in regular times, these dances followed football
games). Ultimately, though, students and parents do not have the authority to make the
changes that are needed to bring a district back into compliance with state accreditation
policies. We were punished for something over which we had no control.
We know that school districts offer interscholastic competitions and competitive extracurricular activities because they are an integral part of the educating the whole child. It
would seem arbitrary to prohibit continuation of this particular aspect of educating
students, when we would never consider curtailing science or reading classes.
In 1983, as you may know, the rule that kept us from playing was not a rule of the state
Board of Education, it was a rule of the Mississippi High School Activities Association. I
have been told by state education leaders that the Claiborne County situation in 1982-84
helped spur the changes to the accreditation system that we operate under today. In the
80s, the state had no authority to “take over” a failing or dysfunctional district; there were
no teams with technical expertise sent to Claiborne County to assist. As you consider
how to fine-tune those changes, please do not implement a policy that will punish
students.
The lack of accreditation did not prevent me from gaining admission to Northwestern
University, and succeeding in college, including becoming the state of Mississippi's first
woman Rhodes Scholar. But being punished for the lack of accreditation is something
that I still feel deeply. The consequences for some of my classmates, who had fewer
resources and who were virtually assured athletic scholarships, were truly devastating.
Now, I am the parent of three children who attend public schools in the Jackson Public
School District. During the past calendar year, my sons have participated in varsity
soccer, middle school soccer, varsity quiz bowl, middle school science quiz bowl, middle
school chess club (and tournament), middle school mathcounts, science fair, science
olympiad, and junior science and humanities forum. It would be a horrible consequence
for my sons to lose these opportunities to participate in “interscholastic competitions
and/or competitive extra-curricular activities” because of a loss of accreditation. These
experiences enhance their education and make them better students in the classroom.
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I know you have an important role to play in ensuring that school districts meet the needs
of students. I urge you to reconsider this policy change. I cannot see how this proposed
change advances your stated vision: “To create a world-class education system that gives
students the knowledge and skills that will allow them to be successful in college and the
workforce and flourish as parents and citizens.”
Would you want a child or grandchild of yours to be punished in this way for the failures
of education leaders? Please strike this language from the Accreditation Policies of the
State Board of Education. I would welcome the opportunity to speak to you, to members
of the Commission on School Accreditation, and members of the Board of Education.
Sincerely yours,
Sarah Crosby Campbell
--

Sarah C Campbell

Author

Photographer

www.sarahccampbell.com
601-353-3107
Wolfsnail: A Backyard Predator - 2009 Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor Book
Growing Patterns: Fibonacci Numbers in Nature - 2011 Outstanding
Science Trade Book for Students K-12
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From: Nancy Kent [mailto:aftms14u@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 29, 2012 9:36 AM
To: Accountability
Subject: AFT Mississippi Comment on Accountability Reform

To whom it may concern,
The AFT Mississippi would like to comment on the removal of extra‐curricular
activities for those school districts that lose accreditation. On February 16, 2012, the
media reported from the Department of Education’s monthly board meeting a “game
changer” was in the works that would “prohibit districts that lose accreditation from
participating in competitive extra‐curricular activities such as football, cheerleading and
speech and debate.” We believe it to be unfair to penalize all students in low performing
school districts. Many children look forward to attending school because they can
participate in competitive athletics and activities. Additionally, if competitive athletics
are cut, would we not see an adverse effect on obesity rates?
At AFT Mississippi, we believe every child in public education should be given all
opportunities to succeed. We are not condoning misconduct or underperformance in
the classroom; however, we can see the impact that these drastic measures would have
on students. A student needs an outlet to enjoy coming to school. These activities
promote teamwork, equality, and many life building skills which will encourage students
to stay out of trouble. Even Mississippi state colleges and universities encourage well‐
rounded students entering their institutions; therefore would we not be handicapping
our students by cutting out the very competitive activities that our higher institutions
use in accepting applicants?
Have the Mississippi Board of Education and Superintendent considered
lobbying the legislature for full education funding which would reach out to schools and
help them to academically move forward? Perhaps the legislature should be aware of
the drastic measures in which the Department of Education is willing to go to ensure
students perform academically on standardized testing. The economic impact on
teachers who teach these extra‐curricular subjects will be crippling especially in already
economically depressed areas. These teachers will have to move their families and
homes to other states that care whether their students achieve a high quality, well‐
rounded education.
We ask that you consider these comments before moving forward with these
measures. There are more consequences at stake here than just athletics and extra‐
curricular activities.
Sincerely,
American Federation of Teachers Mississippi
228-604-4033
11975 Seaway Road, Suite B140, Gulfport, MS 39503
AFT MS "A Union of Professionals"
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Dr. Paula Vanderford
Mississippi.Department of Educa_tion
P. 0. Box 771
Jackson, Ms ·39205
.·Dear Dr. Vanderfoi·d,
Re: Co.mment Reg·arding Sti.Jdent Participation in Extracurricular Activities.
The Miss\ssippi Ass~ciation. ~f.School Superi..t1tendent~ is totally supportive of.the effo1ts oithe State
Boi;ird ~f Ed~1cation to improv~_:academlc perfor~ance it:i low performing school_s a~d scho~f distric~s.
We haye in the past and w}ll CO\ltinue in the futµr~ with.our efforts to adva.nce student'ach.ievement statewide.
Currently, the SBE has ilhder·consideration a policy change that would preclude students enioll~d in
. clistri.cts where accreditatloil ·is witl1dra\~n -from patt.icipatin·g in any competitive extra-~ufricular .and
interschoiastic activiti~s. :we support ~he i1.ltent .of th.is policy. H{>wevel', we ·would request that·the SBE
se~k a level of moderatiorf that would allow schools fo participate in _di~tric~ games a nd district ~ctiyities.
This actio1.1 would allow a tevel of stt1dent pa1ticipation '-whi.le ahhe sanie time·not allo"v participation in
· an·y·pJ~y-ofr ganies, bolid.~y tournaine·nts, jambo.re~s and ·other events beyond di~triyt games. In addition,
.·this limited level of par~icipati01~ would enact the·S_BE policy in a rnam~er that wou ld not negatively
. impact other s.chools within the divisimi.
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1hank y_ou for your consideration of this req\1est.
Sincerely,

Sam Bounds, Ed.D.
Executive Director ·

President

cc: Dr. Tom Burnham
Charles McClelland

555 Tombigbee Street • S_uite 107 •Jackson, MS 39201
Phone: 601-352-8868 • Fax: 601-487-6491
www.sup;rint~ndents.ms • mass@superincendents.~s
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