
OFFICE OF QUALITY PROFESSIONALS AND SPECIAL SCHOOLS 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

March 15-16, 2012 
 

 
MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL FOR MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE 
 
C. Approval of the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science 2012-2013 

Student Handbook 
 

Executive Summary 
 

The Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science 2012-2013 Student 
Handbook includes policies and procedures regarding general information, 
academic expectations, student services, health services, visitors on campus, 
school safety and transportation, technology, and discipline.   
 
Page Numbers  Proposed Changes 
 
Page 6 Consolidated the different Class Schedules and 

added additional instructional time to Extended 
Weekend Schedules. 

 
Page 9 Increased the amounts of “Optional Fees” to more 

accurately reflect the cost of electrical usage. 
 
Page 15 Phased in specific units required for admission. These 

are units usually taken by academically talented 
eighth, ninth, and tenth grade students in the state’s 
traditional public schools. 

 
Page 26   Clarified and updated the Dress Code. 
 
Page 62 Updated from one personal computer connected to 

the network to three devices.   
 
                                            
Page 63 Strengthened the prohibition of computer and 

telephone/smart phone “sniffling” and “hacking”  
 
 Recommendation:  Approval 
 
 Back-up material attached 
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BELL SCHEDULES 

MSMS CLASS SCHEDULE 

I PERIOD I MWF 1- 1 PERIOD I TTH I 
1 8:00- 8:55 1 8:00- 9:25 

2 9:00- 9:55 2 9:30 - 10:55 

3 10:00 - 10:55 3 & Lunch 11:00-1:00 

4 11 :00-11:55 4 1:05-2:30 

5 12:00 -12:55 5 2:35-4:00 

I 6 1:00 - 1:55 9/Seminar 4:00 - 5:30 

7 2:00 - 2:55 

8 3:00-3:55 

I 9/Seminar 4:00 - 5:30 1" Lunch 11 :00 -11 :30/ln class 11:35 -1:00 

11 sr Lunch 11 :00 - 11 :55/No 4" period class 2nc1 Lunch 11 :30 - 12:30/No 3rd period 

I 2nd Lunch 12:00-12:55/No 5" oeriod class .___ Jrd Lunch 12:30 -1 :00/ln class 11:00 - 12:25 
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I i 8:5Q 9:35 i 9:15 1Q:25 

I J 9:4Q 1Q:25 3 1Q:3Q 11:4Q 

I Semif!af 1Q:3Q 11:25 bllR6ll 11:45 12:3Q 

I 4 11:3Q 12:15 4 12:35 1:45 

I 5 12:2Q 1:Q5 5 1:50 3:QQ 

I & trn 1:55 Semif!af 3:Q5 4:00 

I + 2:00 2:45 9 4:QQ 5:3Q 

I g 2:50 3:35 

I 9 3:4Q 4:2Q 
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MWF 
EXTENDED WEEKEND SCHEDULE IOI TTH 

EXTENDED WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
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I 1 8:00- 8:d45 1-i 8:00 9:10 8:QQ Q:QQ 

I 2 8:450 - 9:3+5 n 9:15 10:25 Q:Q5 10:05 

I 3 9:420- 10:25~ 3a 10:30 11:40 ~Q:1Q 1UQ 

I 4 10:3Q0 -1 1 :1~ Lunch4 11:45 12:3011:15 1~·15 

I 5 11:30~- 12:15~ 45 12:35 - 1:45 1ng no 
I 6 12i:20 - 1 :05-145 5 1:50 - 3:00 

I 7 1 :102;00 - 1:55~ 

I 8 2:00.iMQ - ++0-2:45 

J Students will not be served lunch on Extended Schedule I ~ Students will not be served lunch on Extended Schedule 

INTRODUCTION 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

The Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science was created by legislative enactment on July 1, 1987 (MS Code 
§37-139-3). The Act provided: 

1) There is hereby created the Mississippi School for Math and 
Science which shall be a residential school for eleventh and twelfth 
grade high school students located on the campus of the Mississippi 
University for Women. 

2) The school shall be governed by the State Board of Education. 

3) The Board shall develop a plan relating to the opening, the 
operation, and the funding of the school. Such plan shall be 
presented to the Legislature during the 1988 Regular Session and 
shall include an equitable and reasonable plan for student recruitment without regard to race, 
creed, or color. 

4) The purpose of the school shall be to educate the gifted and talented students of the state, and its 
curriculum and admissions policies shall reflect such purpose. 

In the development of the curriculum, the legislature gave emphatic direction. The Act declared 'this school shall be 
dedicated to the academic teaching of mathematics and science, but shall not preclude some emphasis being placed 
on the arts and humanities' (§37-139-9). During the 1990 legislative session, the name of the school was changed to 
the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science. 

THE PRIVILEGE OF MSMS 

ATIENDANCE AT THE MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL FOR MATHEMATICS 
AND SCIENCE IS A "PRIVILEGE" AND NOT A "RIGHT." A STUDENT'S 
RIGHT TO ACCESS TO A FREE PUBLIC EDUCATION RESIDES AT 
THE HOME SCHOOL. 
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• The Mary Wilson Home was erected in 1928. It houses the Office of Admissions and School Advancement and 
the Office of the Executive Director. 

• Stark Recreation Center opened in 2007, serving MUW, MSMS and the community. The Recreation Center 
houses basketball courts, racquetball courts, a walking track, pool, and weight room and is open to MSMS 
students according to an established schedule and guidelines for use. 

INTRODUCTION 

COST 

Students selected to attend MSMS do so al little cost to their families. Support is provided by a legislative 
appropriation. Minimal fees are assessed to support student activities, and seniors are assessed a graduation fee. 
Incidental costs consist of items such as a parking decal (tt a student has a vehicle on campus), a laboratory jacket, 
laundry, club dues and "pocket money." Students and their families are encouraged to express both written and 
verbal appreciation to their legislators and state elected officials. 

Required Fees 
Room & Board Fee *$500/semester 

(This must be paid in one check 0< payment to the 
Executive Directo(s Office) 
"The amount of the room and board fee may change by 
act of the State Legislature. 

Activity Fee $125 
Dorm Copier/printer Fee $ 20 
Technology Fee $ 40 
Post Office Box Fee l..!Q 

Total $195 
(These fees may be paid in one check 0< payment to 
Department of Student Affairs) 

Graduation Fee $140 (estimated) 
(This fee must be paid to the Director of Academic Affairs). 

Optional Fees 
Parking Decal $ 25 

(This must be paid to the MUW Comptroller} 

Refrigerator Fee $-W 
Upto29cu ft $100 
30 to35cuft $200 

Personal Computer Fee $ 5.lQ 
Window NC Fee $400250 

Window units are prohibited in Frazier Hall and 
may be used in Goen Hall only. MSMS reserves 
the right to request that a unit be turned off or 
removed. 
(These fees of any combination can 
be paid by check to the Department of Student 
Affairs) 

The fee schedule above was current at the time of printing of this handbook but is subject to change with prior 
notification. The charges listed do not include fines for loss or damage to school property; fee to replace a lost or 
damaged ID; expenses for standardized tests that are optional; club memberships; or school yearbooks, class rings, 
entertainment, dances, field trips, etc. 

Room and Board Fee Per House Bill 513, passed by the 2008 Mississippi Legislature, each student is assessed a fee of 
$500 per semester to partially offset the cost of room and board. The amount of the room and board fee may change by act of 
the State Legislature. Applications for financial hardship waivers are available from the school. Applications for assistance in 
paying this fee are available through the MSMS Foundation. 

Graduation Fee 
This fee covers the cost of the diploma, rental of cap and gown, facility rental, and other costs associated with graduation. The 
exact amount of the fee is dependent upon the activities of graduation and the number of students who participate in graduation. 

Technology Fee 
This fee is used for purchases and repairs to the school's instructional computer systems. 
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