OFFICE OF QUALITY PROFESSIONALS AND SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items
March 15-16, 2012

MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL FOR MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE

C. Approval of the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science 2012-2013
Student Handbook

Executive Summary

The Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science 2012-2013 Student
Handbook includes policies and procedures regarding general information,
academic expectations, student services, health services, visitors on campus,
school safety and transportation, technology, and discipline.

Page Numbers Proposed Changes

Page 6 Consolidated the different Class Schedules and
added additional instructional time to Extended
Weekend Schedules.

Page 9 Increased the amounts of “Optional Fees” to more
accurately reflect the cost of electrical usage.

Page 15 Phased in specific units required for admission. These
are units usually taken by academically talented
eighth, ninth, and tenth grade students in the state’s
traditional public schools.

Page 26 Clarified and updated the Dress Code.

Page 62 Updated from one personal computer connected to
the network to three devices.

Page 63 Strengthened the prohibition of computer and
telephone/smart phone “sniffling” and “hacking”

Recommendation: Approval

Back-up material attached



BELL SCHEDULES

MSMS CLASS SCHEDULE
[PERICD | MWF I ][ PeERioD | TTH
1 8:00- 8:55 1 8:00- 9:25
2 9:00- 9:55 2 9:30 - 10:55
3 10:00 - 10:55 3 & Lunch 11:00 - 1:00
4 11:00 - 11:55 4 1:05-2:30
5 12:00 - 12:55 5 2:35-4:00
(1% 1:00 - 1:55 9/Seminar 4:00-5:30
7 2:00 - 2:55
8 3:00 - 3:55
] 9/Seminar 4:00 - 5:30 1st Lunch 11:00 - 11:30/In class 11:35 - 1:00

15T Lunch 11:00 - 11:65/No 4* period class

2 Lunch 11:30 - 12:30/No 3" period

20d Lunch 12:00 - 12:55/No 5" period class

3t Lunch 12:30 - 1.00/In class 11:00 - 12:25

EXTENDED WEEKEND SCHEDULE

MWE T
SEMINAR-SCHEDULE SEMINAR SCHEDULE

I —8:00—845 4 —8:00—9:10

| 2 —8:50—0:35 2 —8:15—10:25

—0:40—10:25 3 —10:30— 1440

| Seminar —10:30—14:25 Luneh —44:45—12:30

| - - 31245 4 B L

| 5 —12:20—1:05 5 —1:50—3.00

I —4:40—1:55 Serminar —3:05—4:00

- —2:00—2:45 9 —4:00—5:30

| s —2:50—3:35

| g —3:40—4:20

Qudonts-who-do-nat-have-a-4® period-class-should-aat lunch-at-H-30- Sludents-whi-do-not-have 3%.period-slass-eat-at-+1:00.

Hrueheriswhe-do-not-have 8 44 pere slass should satluneh-at 1240 Studenis-whe do-nothave-a34" pesd-slass eak-ai-i 200
MWF TTH

EXTENDED WEEKEND SCHEDULE




it 8:00- 8:345 14 8.00- 9:10-8:00—0:00

| 2 8:450 ~ 9:316 22 9:15 — 10:25-8:05—10:05

| 3 9:420- 10.258:55 33 10:30 — 11:40 48404440

| 4 10:300 - 11:150:35 Lunch4 11:45 - 12:30-44:45—42:45
1l & 11:300:40 - 12:1544:48 48 12:35 - 1:4542:20—-20

| 6 124:20 - 1:05+:86 5 1:50 - _3:00

7 1:102:00 - 1:552:35

[ =18 20092:40 - 1:10.2.45

| Students will not be served lunch on Extended Schedule ||| | Students will not be served lunch on Extended Schedule
INTRODUCTION
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

The Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science was created by legislative enactment on July 1, 1987 (MS Code
§37-139-3). The Act provided:

1) There is hereby created the Mississippi School for Math and

Science which shall be a residential school for eleventh and twelfth
grade high school students located on the campus of the Mississippi
University for Women,

2) The school shall be governed by the State Board of Education.
3) The Board shall develop a plan relating to the opening, the

operation, and the funding of the school. Such plan shall be
presented to the Legislature during the 1988 Regular Session and

shall include an equitable and reasonable plan for student recruitment without regard to race,
creed, or color.

4) The purpose of the school shall be to educate the gifted and talented students of the state, and its
curriculum and admissions policies shall reflect such purpose.

In the development of the curriculum, the legislature gave emphatic direction. The Act declared "this school shall be
dedicated to the academic teaching of mathematics and science, but shall not preclude some emphasis being placed
on the arts and humanities" (§37-139-8). During the 1990 legislative session, the name of the school was changed to
the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science.

THE PRIVILEGE OF MSMS

ATTENDANCE AT THE MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL FOR MATHEMATICS
AND SCIENCE IS A "PRIVILEGE" AND NOT A "RIGHT." A STUDENT'S

RIGHT TO ACCESS TO A FREE PUBLIC EDUCATION RESIDES AT
THE HOME SCHOOL.




¢ The Mary Wilson Home was erected in 1928, If houses the Office of Admissions and School Advancement and
the Office of the Executive Director.

» Stark Recreation Center opened in 2007, serving MUW, MSMS and the community. The Recreation Center
houses basketball courts, racquetball courts, a walking track, pool, and weight room and is open to MSMS
students according to an established schedule and guidelines for use,

INTRODUCTION

CosT

Students selected to attend MSMS do so at little cost to their families. Support is provided by a legislative
appropriation. Minimal fees are assessed to support student activities, and seniors are assessed a graduation fee.
Incidental costs consist of items such as a parking decal (if a student has a vehicle on campus), a laboratory jacket,
laundry, club dues and "pocket money.” Students and their families are encouraged to express both written and
verbal appreciation to their legislators and state elected officials.

Required Fees Optional Fees
Room & Board Fee *$500/semester Parking Decal $25
(This must be paid in one check or payment to the (This must be paid to the MUW Comptroller)
Executive Director's Office) .
“The amount of the room and board fee may change by Refrigerator Fee $-50
act of the State Legislature. Upto2.9cu. fi $100
. 30t635cutt $200
Activity Fee $125
Gt rsonal Col 1
Dorm Copier/printer Fee ~ $ 20 FeSRdnR Lok ree 3 ol
Technoloav Fi 20 Window A/C Fee §$480250
ecnnology ree $ Window units are prohibited in Frazier Hall and
Post Office Box Fee $10 may be used in Goen Hall only. MSMS reserves
Total $195 the right to requesi that a unit be turned off or
(These fees may be paid in cne check or payment to removed.
Department of Student Affairs) (These feas of any combination can
be paid by check lo the Department of Student
Graduation Fee $140 (estimated) Affairs)

(This fee must be paid to the Director of Academic Affairs).

The fee schedule above was current at the time of printing of this handbook but is subject to change with prior
nelification. The charges listed do not include fines for loss or damage to school property; fee to replace a lost or
damaged D; expenses for standardized tests that are optional; club memberships; or school yearbooks, class rings,
entertainment, dances, field trips, etc.

Room and Board Fee Per House Bill 513, passed by the 2008 Mississippi Legislature, each student is assessed a fee of
$500 per semester to partially offset the cost of room and board. The amount of the room and board fee may change by act of
the State Legislature. Applications for financial hardship waivers are available from the school, Applications for agsistance in
paying this fee are available through the MSMS Foundation.

Graduation Fee
This fee covers the cost of the diploma, rental of cap and gown, facility rental, and other costs associated with graduation. The
exact amount of the fee is dependent upon the activities of graduation and the number of students who participate in graduation.

Technology Fee
This fee is used for purchases and repairs to the school's instructional computer systems.






Keyboarding and Computer Applications; and 2 if the 4 Social Studies units required for Graduation
from Mississippi Public Schools.

o Other courses that are strongly recommended before attending MSMS include: ¥z credit in Comprehensive
Health, Family and Individual Health, or Allied Health; and %2 credit in Physical Education. Recommended
courses include 1 credit in Computer Discovery, or ¥z credit in Keyboarding and ¥: credit in Computer
Applications; Mississippi Studies; Geography; and World History.

These courses are required for graduation from Mississippi Public Schools, but are not included in the 13
required MSMS credits.

¢ Have arecord of school performance that is above average in all subjects (preferably all As, few Bs).

* Have a record of school performance that is excellent in mathematics and science courses {mostly all As)

+ Demonstrate clear evidence of a strong interest in mathematics, science, and related areas such as
electronics, research, computers, independent projects, etc.

e Have a strong desire to attend MSMS.

e Submit a ACT score.

(All applicants must take the ACT ne later than the December testing date).

e Undergo a personal interview if the applicant's packet receives a 9 or above (of a possible 15) by the
Application Review Committee.

e Show proof of legal residency in Mississippi.

¢ Complete and sign a Declaration of Legal Residence form.

GENERAL POLICIES

Upon being selected to attend MSMS, the student and his/her parents must sign and retum the Intent to Enroll Form
to the MSMS Admissions Office by the designated date indicated on the form. This reserves his/her place as a
student at MSMS. If for any reason the student should not be able to attend MSMS at the start of the fall semester,
he/she must contact the Office of Admissions immediately and state in writing that he/she will not be attending
MSMS. Once a student declines the offer to attend, his/her invitation is void; and the space is offered to an alternate

Students are expected to complete both their junior and senior year consecutively at MSMS. Since a student must
earn a minimum of 13 units while at MSMS only rising juniors are eligible to attend. No provisions exist for
allowing seniors to enter.

Students are not allowed to withdraw from MSMS, attend another high school, and then return to MSMS fo continue
their junior year or re-enroll for their senior year unless special permission is granted by the Executive Director for
extenuating circumstances.

Admission to MSMS is for one academic school year during which time a student must remain in good standing (in
academics, attendance and behavior). Students deemed unwilling to accept the responsibility and commitment
necessary to be successful at MSMS will be dismissed. Upon completion of a student's junior year at MSMS, he/she
must be extended an invitation by the MSMS administration in order to return for his/her senior year.

For additional information regarding the admissions process, interested individuals may contact the Office of
Admissions toll-free at 1-800-553-6459 or visit the website at hitp://www.themsms.org.

AHERA ASSURANCE

The 1988 Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) requirements pertaining to asbestos have been
reviewed. The records of this review, the results of which show compliance with federal regulations, are on file in the
administrative offices.
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