
OFFICE OF QUALITY PROFESSIONALS AND SPECIAL SCHOOLS 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

October 18-19, 2012  
 
 

OFFICE OF EDUCATOR LICENSURE 
 
A.  Approval of  New Praxis II Test, Passing Score and License Code for Chinese 

(Mandarin) as Recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator 
Education, Certification and Licensure and Development  

 (Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comment) 
 
 

Background Information: 
 
Several Mississippi school districts have requested a license endorsement in 
Chinese. Oxford High School has been teaching Chinese for several years; 
however, the school cannot license its teachers. Therefore, Oxford High School 
partners with the Chinese program at the University of Mississippi to teach 
Chinese in the district. Mississippi, along with other states, made a request to 
Educational Testing Service (ETS) to develop a Praxis II test in Mandarin 
Chinese to ensure that Mississippi teachers would have the means to become 
certified in that language.  
 
ETS conducted a national standard setting study for the new Praxis test in 
Mandarin Chinese that they have developed this year. Mississippi sent four 
representatives to participate in these panels in development of this new test, 
more than any other state. One of the participants was present at the July 
Commission meeting to report on that process.  
 
The State Board is asked to approve the new Praxis test in Chinese (5665) with 
a passing score of 164 as recommended by the standard setting study panels, 
and new license code 132. This new license can be issued as an initial license 
(through traditional or alternate route) or as a supplemental endorsement by 
passing the new Praxis test.  
 
This item was approved by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator 
Education, Certification and Licensure and Development on July 6, 2012. 
 
Recommendation: Approval 
 
Back-up material attached 
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