OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items
October 18-19, 2012

OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION

22.

Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to revise the
following State Board Policies

A. Revision of State Board Policy 2902 - Approved Courses for the Secondary
Schools

B. Revision of State Board Policy 2903 - Access to a Substantive and Rigorous
Curriculum Policy

C. Reuvision of State Board Policy 3801 - Graduation Requirements — Policies
for Subject Area Testing

D. Reuvision of State Board Policy 3802 - Graduation Requirements — Policies
for Carnegie Unit Credit

Recommendation: Approval

Back-up material attached



OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items
October 18-19, 2012

OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION

22.A. Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To revise State
Board Policy 2902 - Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools

Recommendation: Approval

Back-up material attached



DESCRIPTOR TERM:
Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools
ADOPTION DATE:

January 15, 1999

CODE:

2902

REVISION:

February 20, 2012

STATE BOARD POLICY

The Mississippi Department of Education will provide a list of the Approved Courses for the
Secondary Schools of Mississippi to each school district. This list contains all approved courses that
can be offered in the Mississippi secondary schools. The list will be updated each year to reflect
revisions to the curriculum frameworks approved by the State Board of Education. Additions,
deletions, and modifications to the course listing will be disseminated to the appropriate individuals
n the educational community. This list will vary for districts implementing innovative programs

withorized by the State Board of Education.




DESCRIPTOR TERM: CODE: B

Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools 2902

ADOPTION DATE: REVISION:

January 15, 1999 February 20, 2012
STATE BOARD POLICY

The Mississippi Department of Education will provide a list of the Approved Courses for the
Secondary Schools of Mississippi to each school district. This list contains all approved courses that
can be offered in the Mississippi secondary schools. The list will be updated each year to reflect
revisions to the curriculum frameworks approved by the State Board of Education. Additions,
deletions, and modifications to the course listing will be disseminated to the appropriate individuals
in the educational community. This list will vary for districts implementing innovative programs
authorized by the State Board of Education.
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22.B. Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To revise State
Board Policy 2903 - Access to a Substantive and Rigorous Curriculum Policy

Recommendation: Approval

Back-up material attached



| DESCRIPTOR TERM: CODE:
Access to a Substantive and Rigorous Curriculum Policy 2903
ADOPTION DATE: _REVISION:
December 15, 2006
STATE BOARD POLICY

I. In compliance with Section 37-15-39 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, the purpose of this policy is
to ensure that each student has a sufficient education for success after high school and that all
students have equal access to a substantive and rigorous curriculum that is designed to challenge their
minds and enhance their knowledge. The intent of this policy is to increase the preparation of all
students for and their participation in substantive and rigorous curriculum experiences and
specifically the in Advanced Placement Courses and innovative programs authorized by the State
Board of Education.

[I. Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, all high schools must offer at least one (1) Advanced
Placement (AP) course in each of the four (4) core areas (mathematics, science, language arts, and
social studies). Distance learning or the Mississippi Department of Education's Mississippi Virtual
Public School may be used as an appropriate alternative for the delivery of AP courses.

Any public high school effering implementing innovative programs authorized by the State Board of
Education the-tnternational-Bacealaureate-Diploma-Program is exempt from Part II of this policy.

III. All school districts may offer Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) courses in each of the four (4)
core areas (mathematics, science, language arts, and social studies). Pre-AP course means a middle,
junior high and/or high school level course that specifically prepares students to enroll and participate
in an AP course. Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, if Pre-AP courses are offered, the school
district must submit a Pre-Advanced Placement Program Proposal to the Mississippi Department of
Education's Office of Curriculum and Instruction. The proposal must indicate the Pre-AP courses that
will be offered and the College Board training that the Pre-AP teachers will obtain in order to teach
the Pre-AP courses. The proposal must also indicate the process for identifying students for Pre-AP
courses. Each teacher planning to teach a Pre-AP course must have completed the College Board's
Pre-AP Summer Institute, Vertical Teams Training, the Pre-AP Workshop, or other training
specifically designed for Pre-AP teachers. The district is responsible for providing documentation
(when requested) of participation in the Pre-AP training. The Pre-AP Program Proposal will be
approved for a period of five years. Whenever a district makes changes to the Pre-AP Program, the
district shall submit a new Pre-AP Program Proposal Form to the Mississippi Department of




Education's Office of Curriculum and Instruction for approval prior to implementing changes.

Any public high school implementing innovative programs authorized by the State Board of
Education effering-the- International Bacealaureate Diploma Program is exempt from Part I1I of this
policy.

IV. Subject to appropriation, funding shall be made available so that all sophomores in Mississippi 's
public schools may take an examination (Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test (PSAT) or ACT
PLAN Assessment) that measures the students' ability to succeed in an AP course. The examination
results should be used to identify students who were not recognized during middle school as students
who would benefit from taking AP courses.

V. Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, each teacher planning to teach any AP course must
have completed the College Board endorsed AP Summer Institute (APSI) for the course and must
have obtained the AP certification through the Mississippi Department of Education's Office of
Educator Licensure. Documentation showing completion of the College Board APSI is required.
Teachers with the AP certification must comply with Licensure renewal guidelines. AP teachers must
complete the AP Summer Institute (APSI) at least every five years, which can be used for licensure
renewal if completed during the validity period. Teachers in districts implementing innovative
programs authorized by the State Board of Education must have completed a district or program-
specific training or other training specifically designed for teachers of innovative programs
authorized by the State Board of Education.

Exception: Teachers who have served with Educational Testing Service as readers for the AP
exam(s) may have the initial training waived and will automatically earn the AP certification if the
appropriate documentation is provided. These teachers should complete the APSI at least every five
years or serve as a reader for the AP exam(s) at least every five years.




DESCRIPTOR TERM: CODE:
Access to a Substantive and Rigorous Curriculum Policy 2903
ADOPTION DATE: REVISION:

December 15, 2006

STATE BOARD POLICY

I. In compliance with Section 37-15-39 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, the purpose of this policy is
to ensure that each student has a sufficient education for success after high school and that all
students have equal access to a substantive and rigorous curriculum that is designed to challenge their
minds and enhance their knowledge. The intent of this policy is to increase the preparation of all
students for and their participation in substantive and rigorous curriculum experiences and
specifically the Advanced Placement Courses and innovative programs authorized by the State Board
of Education.

II. Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, all high schools must offer at least one (1) Advanced
Placement (AP) course in each of the four (4) core areas (mathematics, science, language arts, and
social studies). Distance learning or the Mississippi Department of Education's Mississippi Virtual
Public School may be used as an appropriate alternative for the delivery of AP courses.

Any public high school implementing innovative programs authorized by the State Board of
Education is exempt from Part II of this policy.

III. All school districts may offer Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) courses in each of the four (4)
core areas (mathematics, science, language arts, and social studies). Pre-AP course means a middle,
junior high and/or high school level course that specifically prepares students to enroll and participate
in an AP course. Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, if Pre-AP courses are offered, the school
district must submit a Pre-Advanced Placement Program Proposal to the Mississippi Department of
Education's Office of Curriculum and Instruction. The proposal must indicate the Pre-AP courses that
will be offered and the College Board training that the Pre-AP teachers will obtain in order to teach
the Pre-AP courses. The proposal must also indicate the process for identifying students for Pre-AP
courses. Each teacher planning to teach a Pre-AP course must have completed the College Board's
Pre-AP Summer Institute, Vertical Teams Training, the Pre-AP Workshop, or other training
specifically designed for Pre-AP teachers. The district is responsible for providing documentation
(when requested) of participation in the Pre-AP training. The Pre-AP Program Proposal will be
approved for a period of five years. Whenever a district makes changes to the Pre-AP Program, the
district shall submit a new Pre-AP Program Proposal Form to the Mississippi Department of




Education's Office of Curriculum and Instruction for approval prior to implementing changes.

Any public high school implementing innovative programs authorized by the State Board of
Education is exempt from Part III of this policy.

IV. Subject to appropriation, funding shall be made available so that all sophomores in Mississippi 's
public schools may take an examination (Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test (PSAT) or ACT
PLAN Assessment) that measures the students' ability to succeed in an AP course. The examination
results should be used to identify students who were not recognized during middle school as students
who would benefit from taking AP courses.

V. Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, each teacher planning to teach any AP course must
have completed the College Board endorsed AP Summer Institute (APSI) for the course and must
have obtained the AP certification through the Mississippi Department of Education's Office of
Educator Licensure. Documentation showing completion of the College Board APSI is required.
Teachers with the AP certification must comply with Licensure renewal guidelines. AP teachers must
complete the AP Summer Institute (APSI) at least every five years, which can be used for licensure
renewal if completed during the validity period. Teachers in districts implementing innovative
programs authorized by the State Board of Education must have completed a district or program-
specific training or other training specifically designed for teachers of innovative programs
authorized by the State Board of Education.

Exception: Teachers who have served with Educational Testing Service as readers for the AP
exam(s) may have the initial training waived and will automatically earn the AP certification if the
appropriate documentation is provided. These teachers should complete the APSI at least every five
years or serve as a reader for the AP exam(s) at least every five years.
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22.C. Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To revise State
Board Policy 3801 - Graduation Requirements — Policies for Subject Area

Testing

Recommendation: Approval

Back-up material attached



DESCRIPTOR TERM: CODE:
Graduation Requirements — Policies for Subject Area Testing 3801

ADOPTION DATE: REVISION:
December 13,2002 February 12, 2012

STATE BOARD POLICY

Policies for Subject Area Testing

Enrollment in a non-public school/program (to include, but not limited to: private schools, parochial
schools, home schools, virtual schools, summer schools, independent study / correspondence
programs, etc.) shall not be used to circumvent participation in the Mississippi Statewide Assessment
System or students meeting the graduation requirements outlined in this policy.

1.

Students will not be required to pass any end-of-course Subject Area Test in a course for
which the student earns or receives credit (i.e. course completed as recorded on an official
transcript) in a Mississippi public school prior to the 2001-2002 school year. (MS Code 37-

16-7)

Any student enrolled in a Mississippi public school who concurrently earns a Carnegie unit
for any course which includes a required end-of-course Subject Area Testing Program
(SATP) exam from a non-public school (to include, but not limited to: private school,
parochial school, home school, virtual school, summer school, or independent study /
correspondence program, etc.) must take and pass the SATP exam in order to earn a standard
diploma.

a. Students entering a Mississippi public school will not be required to pass any end-of-course
Subject Area Test in a course for which the school accepts credit earned by the student in a
public school of another state as fulfilling the requirements for a Mississippi high school
diploma.

b. Effective with the 2011-2012 school vear, students entering or enrolled in a Mississippi
public school implementing an innovative program authorized by the State Board of
Education who have earned credits in the Required Subjects for a diploma in the state of
Mississippi and will have completed an end of course assessment or end of domain
assessment, will be exempt from State Board Policy 3803 until the State Board of Education
has adopted standards and cut-scores for the corresponding assessments.




Students entering a Mississippi public school will not be required to pass any end-of-course
Subject Area Test in a course for which the school accepts credit earned by the student in a
private school as fulfilling the requirements for a Mississippi high school diploma, provided
the private school is accredited regionally or by the state of Mississippi.

Students entering a Mississippi public school will be required to pass any end-of-course
Subject Area Test in a course for which the school accepts credit earned by the student in a
private school as fulfilling the requirements for a Mississippi high school diploma if the
private school is not accredited regionally or by the state of Mississippi

Students entering a Mississippi public school will be required to pass any end-of-course
Subject Area Test in a course for which the school accepts credit earned by the student
through home schooling as fulfilling the requirements for a Mississippi high school diploma.

. Any Mississippi public school student who fails to pass a required Subject Area Test will be
offered a chance to retake the test three times each year until a passing score is achieved:

a. At or near the end of the fall semester,
b. At or near the end of the spring semester, and
¢. At or near the end of summer school.

Any course that is required for subject area testing as a requirement for graduation from a
public school in Mississippi is not eligible for dual credit. (MS Code 37-15-38(11)). Refer to
Section 37-15-38 (19) of the MS Code for exemptions.

Passage of the required Subject Area Test (High School End of Course Assessment or End of
Domain Assessments as appropriate) is a separate requirement for graduation. In accordance
with Section 37-16-5 of the MS Code, innovative programs authorized by the State Board of
Education, shall periodically assess student performance and achievement in each school.
Such assessment programs shall be based upon local goals and objectives which are
compatible with the state’s plan for education and which supplement the minimum
performance standards approved by the State Board of Education. Data from district
assessment programs shall be provided to the State Department of Education when such data
is required in order to evaluate specific instructional programs or processes or when the data
is needed for other research or evaluation projects. Each district may provide acceptable,
compatible district assessment data to substitute for any assessment data needed at the state
level when the State Department of Education certifies that such data is acceptable for the
purposes of Section 37-16-3.




DESCRIPTOR TERM: CODE:

Graduation Requirements — Policies for Subject Area Testing 3801

ADOPTION DATE: REVISION:

December 13, 2002 February 12,2012
STATE BOARD POLICY

Policies for Subject Area Testing

Enrollment in a non-public school/program (to include, but not limited to: private schools, parochial
schools, home schools, virtual schools, summer schools, independent study / correspondence
programs, etc.) shall not be used to circumvent participation in the Mississippi Statewide Assessment
System or students meeting the graduation requirements outlined in this policy.

1.

Students will not be required to pass any end-of-course Subject Area Test in a course for
which the student earns or receives credit (i.e. course completed as recorded on an official
transcript) in a Mississippi public school prior to the 2001-2002 school year. (MS Code 37-

16-7)

Any student enrolled in a Mississippi public school who concurrently earns a Carnegie unit
for any course which includes a required end-of-course Subject Area Testing Program
(SATP) exam from a non-public school (to include, but not limited to: private school,
parochial school, home school, virtual school, summer school, or independent study /
correspondence program, etc.) must take and pass the SATP exam in order to earn a standard
diploma.

a. Students entering a Mississippi public school will not be required to pass any end-of-course
Subject Area Test in a course for which the school accepts credit earned by the student in a
public school of another state as fulfilling the requirements for a Mississippi high school
diploma.

b. Effective with the 2011-2012 school year, students entering or enrolled in a Mississippi
public school implementing an innovative program authorized by the State Board of
Education who have earned credits in the Required Subjects for a diploma in the state of
Mississippi and will have completed an end of course assessment or end of domain
assessment, will be exempt from State Board Policy 3803 until the State Board of Education
has adopted standards and cut-scores for the corresponding assessments.

Students entering a Mississippi public school will not be required to pass any end-of-course
Subject Area Test in a course for which the school accepts credit earned by the student in a
private school as fulfilling the requirements for a Mississippi high school diploma, provided




the private school is accredited regionally or by the state of Mississippi.

. Students entering a Mississippi public school will be required to pass any end-of-course
Subject Area Test in a course for which the school accepts credit earned by the student in a
private school as fulfilling the requirements for a Mississippi high school diploma if the
private school is not accredited regionally or by the state of Mississippi

. Students entering a Mississippi public school will be required to pass any end-of-course
Subject Area Test in a course for which the school accepts credit earned by the student
through home schooling as fulfilling the requirements for a Mississippi high school diploma.

. Any Mississippi public school student who fails to pass a required Subject Area Test will be
offered a chance to retake the test three times each year until a passing score is achieved:

a. At or near the end of the fall semester,
b. At or near the end of the spring semester, and
¢. At or near the end of summer school.

. Any course that is required for subject area testing as a requirement for graduation from a
public school in Mississippi is not eligible for dual credit. (MS Code 37-15-38(11)). Refer to
Section 37-15-38 (19) of the MS Code for exemptions.

. Passage of the required Subject Area Test (High School End of Course Assessment or End of
Domain Assessments as appropriate) is a separate requirement for graduation. In accordance
with Section 37-16-5 of the MS Code, innovative programs authorized by the State Board of
Education, shall periodically assess student performance and achievement in each school.
Such assessment programs shall be based upon local goals and objectives which are
compatible with the state’s plan for education and which supplement the minimum
performance standards approved by the State Board of Education. Data from district
assessment programs shall be provided to the State Department of Education when such data
is required in order to evaluate specific instructional programs or processes or when the data
is needed for other research or evaluation projects. Each district may provide acceptable,
compatible district assessment data to substitute for any assessment data needed at the state
level when the State Department of Education certifies that such data is acceptable for the
purposes of Section 37-16-3.
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22.D. Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To revise State
Board Policy 3802 - Graduation Requirements — Policies for Carnegie Unit Credit

Recommendation: Approval

Back-up material attached



DESCRIPTOR TERM: s
Graduation Requirements —Policies for Carnegie Unit Credit 3802
ADOPTION DATE: REVISION:
February 23, 2001 February 12, 2012

STATE BOARD POLICY

Policies for Carnegie Unit Credit

Enrollment in a non-public school/program (to include, but not limited to: private schools, parochial
schools, home schools, virtual schools, summer schools, independent study / correspondence
programs, etc.) shall not be used to circumvent participation in the Mississippi Statewide Assessment
System or students meeting the graduation requirements outlined in this policy.

1.

Any Mississippi public school student shall not be awarded Carnegie unit credit unless the
core objectives identified in the Mississippi Curriculum Framework and innovative programs
authorized by the State Board of Education have been mastered.

For students entering a Mississippi public school from a public school in another state for
which the school did not award a credit for the successful completion of a course, the district
may accept the course as meeting the requirement for the Required Subjects for a diploma in
the state of Mississippi provided the district determines that the content of the course taken is
comparable. However, the total Carnegie Unit requirement for the Curriculum Area remains
the same.

For students entering a Mississippi public school from a regionally accredited private school
for which the school did not award credit for the successful completion of a course, the
district may accept the course as meeting the requirement for the Required Subjects for a
diploma in the state of Mississippi provided the district determines that the content of the
course taken is comparable. However, the total Carnegie Unit requirement for the Curriculum
Area remains the same.

Students entering a public school in Mississippi from any regionally accredited public or
private school that awarded a Carnegie Unit for the successful completion of a course, the
district may accept the course as meeting the requirement for the “Required Subject” in
Appendix A of the Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards.

Any student previously enrolled in a Mississippi public school who failed a SATP exam and
later transfers credit for the same SATP course from either a private school that is accredited
regionally or by the state of Mississippi or an out-of-state public school must take and pass
the exam in order to earn a standard diploma.

Any course that is required for subject area testing as a requirement for graduation from a

Section 35-15-38(19) of the MS Code for exemptions.




DESCRIPTOR TERM: CODE:
Graduation Requirements —Policies for Carnegie Unit Credit 3802
ADOPTION DA'-fé: REVISION:
February 23, 2001 February 12, 2012

STATE BOARD POLICY

Policies for Carnegie Unit Credit

Enrollment in a non-public school/program (to include, but not limited to: private schools, parochial
schools, home schools, virtual schools, summer schools, independent study / correspondence
programs, etc.) shall not be used to circumvent participation in the Mississippi Statewide Assessment
System or students meeting the graduation requirements outlined in this policy.

1.

Any Mississippi public school student shall not be awarded Carnegie unit credit unless the
core objectives identified in the Mississippi Curriculum Framework and innovative programs
authorized by the State Board of Education have been mastered.

For students entering a Mississippi public school from a public school in another state for
which the school did not award a credit for the successful completion of a course, the district
may accept the course as meeting the requirement for the Required Subjects for a diploma in
the state of Mississippi provided the district determines that the content of the course taken is
comparable. However, the total Carnegie Unit requirement for the Curriculum Area remains
the same.

For students entering a Mississippi public school from a regionally accredited private school
for which the school did not award credit for the successful completion of a course, the
district may accept the course as meeting the requirement for the Required Subjects for a
diploma in the state of Mississippi provided the district determines that the content of the
course taken is comparable. However, the total Carnegie Unit requirement for the Curriculum
Area remains the same.

Students entering a public school in Mississippi from any regionally accredited public or
private school that awarded a Carnegie Unit for the successful completion of a course, the
district may accept the course as meeting the requirement for the “Required Subject” in
Appendix A of the Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards.

Any student previously enrolled in a Mississippi public school who failed a SATP exam and
later transfers credit for the same SATP course from either a private school that is accredited
regionally or by the state of Mississippi or an out-of-state public school must take and pass
the exam in order to earn a standard diploma.

Any course that is required for subject area testing as a requirement for graduation from a
public school in Mississippi is not eligible for dual credit. (MS Code 37-15-38(11)) Refer to
Section 35-15-38(19) of the MS Code for exemptions.




