
  

2024 

 

SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for the Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Standards 

Social Studies 
US HISTORY: 
EXPLORATION THROUGH 
RECONSTRUCTION (1877) 



EARLY USH       SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Mississippi Department of Education  |  Social Studies – Early US History IPG  |  2024          4 
 

 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

Raymond C. Morgigno, Ph.D. 
Interim State Superintendent of Education 

Donna Boone, Ph.D. 
Chief Academic Officer 

Wendy Clemons  
Associate State Superintendent, Offices of Secondary  

Education,  
Professional Development, and Career Technical Education 

     Tenette Smith, Ed.D.  
  Executive Director, Office of Elementary Education and Reading 

 

Kristen Wynn 
State Literacy Director (K-12) 

 

                                Daaiyah Heard  
                    K-12 State Social Studies Content Director 

 

            Jill Hoda 
                                                                           Assistant State Literacy Coordinator 

 

         Melissa Beck 
                                                                                  Assessment Coordinator (K-3) 

 

 

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Library of Congress  •  Mississippi Department of Archives and History  •  Mississippi Arts of Commission  

National Park Service  •  Alexandria Drake  •  Lien Beale  •  Caroline Bartlett •  Tammy Crosetti •  Stephanie Peabody 
 

 
 
 



EARLY USH       SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Mississippi Department of Education  |  Social Studies – Early US History IPG  |  2024          5 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) is dedicated to student success, which includes improving student achievement in 
social studies, equipping citizens to solve complex problems, and establishing fluent communication skills while preparing students 
for college, career, and civic life. Instructional Planning Guides for the Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social 
Studies serve as a roadmap for teachers to plan and implement effective instruction that aligns with academic standards in the social 
studies content area. These guides provide a framework for teachers to develop learning objectives, select appropriate instructional 
strategies, and design assessments that measure student understanding and mastery of social studies concepts and skills. The 
Instructional Planning Guides are designed to be robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills students 
need to succeed in college and careers and allowing students to compete in the global economy. 

 
PURPOSE 
This document is designed to provide districts, instructional coaches, and K-12 social studies teachers with a basis for curriculum 
development. The purpose of Instructional Planning Guides for the Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social 
Studies is to ensure that teachers have access to high-quality resources and support to create engaging and relevant social studies 
learning experiences that prepare students to be informed and active citizens. These guides can also help teachers differentiate 
instruction to meet the needs of diverse learners, promote cultural understanding and appreciation, and integrate technology and 
other resources to enhance student learning.  

 
DEVELOPMENT  
Through the adoption of the 2022 Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies, a committee consisting of 
62 members from every congressional district recognized the need to provide educators with a comprehensive resource to develop 
their curriculum. The resulting Instructional Planning Guides were developed to suggest learning activities and real-world 
connections that are accessible and equitable for all educators in the state of Mississippi. These guides are intended to serve as a 
valuable tool to support educators in designing effective instruction that aligns with the standards, fosters student engagement, and 
prepares students for success beyond the classroom. 
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DISCLAIMER   
The purpose of the Social Studies Instructional Planning Guides (IPGs) provided herein, which are developed by the Mississippi 
Department of Education, is to offer instructional support to educators. The IPGs are not intended to serve as a comprehensive 
curriculum for the classroom. 
 
All learning activities, suggested skills, real-world connections, differentiation techniques, and instructional strategies outlined in the 
IPGs are offered as optional resources. They are designed to serve as a guide to assist in the development and enhancement of your 
own curriculum. 
 
 
While the Social Studies IPGs aim to provide valuable insights and recommendations, it is important for educators to exercise their 
professional judgment and expertise when utilizing the provided materials. It is not mandatory to strictly adhere to the suggestions 
outlined in the IPGs, as individual teaching styles, classroom dynamics, and student characteristics may necessitate adaptations and 
modifications. 
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RESOURCES 
 

• National Archives - https://www.archives.gov/ 

• Library of Congress - https://www.loc.gov/ 

• Smithsonian National Museum of American History - https://naturalhistory.si.edu/ 

• Digital Public Library of America - https://dp.la/ 

• Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History - https://www.gilderlehrman.org/ 

• PBS LearningMedia - https://mpb.pbslearningmedia.org/ 

• National Park Service -https://www.nps.gov/subjects/teachingwithhistoricplaces/ 

• Newberry Digital Collections for the Classrooms - https://dcc.newberry.org/ 

  

https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://dp.la/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://mpb.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/teachingwithhistoricplaces/
https://dcc.newberry.org/
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SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 

 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.1: Examine major aspects of the development of the United States from Exploration to 1754. 
 

Objectives Vocabulary 

1. Trace explorers’ routes to the New World.  

2. Explain the development and impact of the Columbian Exchange.   

3. Identify the economic, political, and religious reasons for founding the 

Thirteen Colonies.  

4.  Describe how the English Bill of Rights, Mayflower Compact, and Virginia 

House of Burgesses led to the English Colonial idea of self-government.  

5. Examine the diversity that emerged from the establishment of Colonial 

America.   

6.  Describe the social structures that formed in the various colonies 

including the role of indentured servitude and slavery.  

7.  Describe the relationships between the various Native American and 

colonial groups. 

• Conquistadors 

• Christopher Columbus 

• Vasco da Gama 

• Ferdinand Magellan 

• John Cabot 

• Amerigo Vespucci 

• Henry Hudson 

• James Cook 

• Columbian Exchange 

• Old World 

• New World 

• Thirteen Colonies 

• Mercantilism 
 

• Puritans 

• Pilgrims 

• Royal charters 

• Colonial government 

• English Bill of Rights 

• Mayflower Compact 

• Virginia House of Burgesses 

• Self-government 

• Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 

• Colonial America 

• Colonial society 

• Plantation system 

• French and Indian War 
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Suggested Instructional Practices (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.1) 

1. Use maps and visual aids to trace the routes of explorers to the New World, encouraging students to analyze and discuss the 

significance of these expeditions. 

2. Conduct a class discussion on the development and impact of the Columbian Exchange, encouraging students to research and 

present information on the goods, resources, and diseases that were exchanged between the Old World and the New World. 

3. Engage students in a jigsaw activity where they research and present on the economic, political, and religious reasons for 

founding each of the Thirteen Colonies, promoting critical thinking and understanding of the diverse motivations behind 

colonization. 

4. Analyze primary source documents such as the English Bill of Rights, Mayflower Compact, and Virginia House of Burgesses, and 

facilitate a class debate or discussion on how these documents influenced the English Colonial idea of self-government. 

5. Organize a project where students research and present on different ethnic groups and cultures that emerged from the 

establishment of Colonial America, emphasizing the importance of diversity and its impact on colonial society. 

6. Utilize case studies or primary source analysis to explore the social structures in various colonies, highlighting the role of 

indentured servitude and slavery in shaping colonial societies and economies. 

7. Facilitate a role-playing activity where students take on the roles of Native American tribes and colonial groups, encouraging 

students to negotiate alliances, resolve conflicts, and understand the complex relationships that emerged during colonization. 

8. Incorporate multimedia resources, such as documentaries or virtual tours, to provide visual and experiential learning 

opportunities that deepen students' understanding of the historical context and events related to the objectives. 

9. Engage students in inquiry-based projects where they investigate specific aspects of the objectives, encouraging independent 

research, critical thinking, and presentation skills. 

10. Use graphic organizers, such as concept maps or timelines, to help students visualize. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.1) 

1. Role-Play: Divide students into groups and assign each group an explorer. Have students research the explorer's route to the New 

World and prepare a role-play presentation where they reenact the journey, highlighting key challenges and discoveries. 

2. Trading Simulation: Set up a classroom trading simulation to demonstrate the concept of the Columbian Exchange. Assign students 

different goods or resources and have students negotiate trades with classmates, discussing the impact of the exchange on both 

sides. 

3. Founding the Colonies Gallery Walk: Create stations around the classroom with information and visuals related to the economic, 

political, and religious reasons for founding each of the Thirteen Colonies. Allow students to explore the stations, take notes, and 

engage in discussions about each colony's founding principles. 

4. Analyzing Primary Sources: Provide students with copies of the English Bill of Rights, the Mayflower Compact, and excerpts from the 

Virginia House of Burgesses. In small groups, have students analyze the documents and discuss how they contributed to the English 

Colonial idea of self-government. Then, facilitate a class-wide discussion to share findings and insights. 

5. Social Structures Gallery Walk: Create stations representing different colonies and their social structures. Include information on 

indentured servitude, slavery, and other aspects of colonial society. Have students rotate through the stations, take notes, and 

reflect on the similarities and differences between the colonies' social structures. 

6. Negotiating Treaties: Divide students into groups, with each group representing a different Native American tribe or colonial group. 

Assign students a historical scenario where they need to negotiate a treaty. Encourage students to consider the interests and 

perspectives of both sides while working towards a mutually beneficial agreement. 

7. Debate: Divide the class into teams and assign each team a topic related to the objectives, such as the positive and negative impacts 

of the Columbian Exchange or the justification for founding a specific colony. Have teams prepare arguments and engage in a 

structured debate, allowing students to critically analyze and defend their viewpoints. 

8. Historical Fiction Writing: Challenge students to write short stories or narratives set during the time period of the objectives. 

Encourage students to incorporate historical details, events, and characters while demonstrating their understanding of the historical 

context. 
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9. Document-Based Questions (DBQ): Provide students with a set of primary and secondary sources related to the objectives and ask 

students to analyze and respond to a series of document-based questions. This activity promotes critical thinking, analysis, and the 

ability to draw evidence-based conclusions. 
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Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.1) 

1. Field Trip to a Museum: Visit a local history or exploration museum to view artifacts and exhibits related to the explorers' 
routes to the New World. Students can gain a tangible understanding of the explorers' journeys and their impact on history. 

2. Comparative Study of Immigration: Conduct a comparative study of immigration patterns and experiences, connecting the 
diverse backgrounds of the colonists with contemporary immigration trends. Students can explore the reasons for migration, 
the challenges faced by immigrants, and the impact of diverse cultures on American society. 

3. Debate on Contemporary Self-Government Issues: Engage students in a debate or discussion on current self-government 
issues such as voting rights, civil liberties, or the balance of power between branches of government. This encourages students 
to apply their understanding of self-government principles to real-world situations. 

4. Guest Speaker from Colonial Reenactment Group: Invite a member of a colonial reenactment group to speak to the class, 
sharing insights into the social structures, daily life, and relationships between different groups during the colonial period. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.1) 

Role-Play: 

• For students who enjoy dramatic activities and have strong interpersonal skills, encourage students to take on leadership roles 

within their assigned groups, such as directing the reenactment or organizing the research process. 

• Provide visual aids or maps for students who benefit from visual cues to better understand the explorers' routes. 

Trading Simulation: 

• Offer support and guidance to students who may need additional help with negotiation skills by providing clear instructions and 

examples of trades they can make. 

• Provide written prompts or sentence starters for students who may need assistance in expressing their thoughts and discussing 

the impact of the exchange. 

Founding the Colonies Gallery Walk: 

• Provide structured note-taking templates for students who benefit from visual organizers or guided prompts to help students 

engage with the information at each station. 

• Allow students who prefer to work independently to explore the stations at their own pace and provide opportunities for 

students to share their thoughts and reflections through written responses or small group discussions. 

Analyzing Primary Sources: 

• Provide scaffolding for students who may need additional help with analyzing primary sources by giving students guiding 

questions or sentence frames to help students understand the documents and draw connections. 

• Offer additional support through small group discussions or one-on-one conferences to clarify any confusion and ensure 

comprehension. 

Social Structures Gallery Walk: 
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• Provide graphic organizers or note-taking templates that allow students to compare and contrast the social structures of 

different colonies, helping students organize their thoughts and make connections. 

• Encourage students who prefer hands-on activities to create visual representations, such as concept maps or diagrams, to 

depict the similarities and differences in the social structures. 

Negotiating Treaties: 

• Provide clear guidelines and instructions for the negotiation process, including specific roles and responsibilities within each 

group, to support students who may need additional help with complex scenarios. 

• Offer sentence starters or prompts to help students articulate their thoughts and consider multiple perspectives during the 

negotiation process. 

Debate: 

• Offer clear guidelines and expectations for the debate, including structured argumentation frameworks or graphic organizers to 

assist students in organizing their thoughts and arguments. 

• Provide opportunities for students to work in pairs or small groups to discuss and develop their arguments before engaging in 

the larger class debate. 

Historical Fiction Writing: 

• Offer a variety of writing prompts or story starters to accommodate different learning abilities and interests. 

• Provide research resources and guidance for students who may need additional help with historical accuracy or context. 

Document-Based Questions (DBQ): 

• Provide differentiated levels of complexity for the document-based questions, allowing students to choose the level that aligns 

with their abilities and prior knowledge. 

• Offer sentence stems or graphic organizers to help students structure their responses and cite evidence from the documents. 
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SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 
 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.2 Evaluate the key people, factors, and events which led to the American Revolution and 
the establishment of the United States government. 
 

Objectives Vocabulary 

1. Analyze the causes and consequences of the French and Indian War.   

2. Recognize the major reasons for English taxes after the French and Indian 
War and colonial responses from 1763-1774 (e.g., Proclamation of 1763, 
Sugar Act, Stamp Act, Townshend Acts, Boston Massacre, Tea Act, Boston Tea 
Party, Intolerable Acts, etc.).   

3. Identify key figures in the Revolutionary Era and their influence on the 
movement (e.g., George Washington, Samuel Adams, Crispus Attucks, John 
Adams, John Hancock, Mercy Otis Warren, etc.).  

4.  Compare and contrast the decisions of the first and second Continental 
Congresses.  

5.  Explain the historical and present-day significance of the Declaration of 
Independence.   

6.  Examine the immediate events that led to the first shot of the Revolutionary 
War (e.g., Stamp Act, Townshend Acts, Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, 
etc.).  

• Proclamation of 1763 

• Sugar Act 

• Stamp Act 

• Townshend Acts 

• Boston Massacre 

• Tea Act 

• Boston Tea Party 

• Intolerable Acts 

• French and Indian War  

• Colonial responses 

• Revolutionary Era 

• George Washington 

• Samuel Adams 

• Crispus Attucks 

• First Continental Congress 

• Second Continental Congress 

• Declaration of Independence 

• Revolutionary War 

• Lexington and Concord 

• Bunker Hill 

• Quebec 

• Charleston 

• Valley Forge 

• Cowpens 

• Treaty of Paris, 1783 

• John Adams 

• John Hancock  
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7.  Examine the significance of the major battles in the Revolutionary War (e.g., 
Lexington and Concord, Bunker Hill, Quebec, Charleston, Valley Forge, 
Cowpens, etc.).  

8. Evaluate the terms of the Treaty of Paris, 1783. 
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Suggested Instructional Practices (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.1) 

1. Document Analysis: Provide students with primary and secondary sources related to the French and Indian War and guide 

students in analyzing and interpreting the causes and consequences of the war. Encourage critical thinking and evidence-

based reasoning. 

2. Timeline Creation: Have students create timelines illustrating the major English taxes and colonial responses from 1763-

1774. This visual representation helps students understand the sequence of events and their significance in the lead-up to 

the American Revolution. 

3. Role-Playing Debates: Assign students different roles representing key figures in the Revolutionary Era and organize debates 

or mock trials where they present their perspectives and arguments. This activity promotes research, critical thinking, and 

understanding of different viewpoints. 

4. Socratic Seminars: Conduct Socratic seminars to facilitate in-depth discussions on the decisions and outcomes of the first 

and second Continental Congresses. Encourage students to actively participate, share their interpretations, and challenge 

each other's ideas in a structured and respectful manner. 

5. Declaration of Independence Analysis: Guide students in analyzing the text of the Declaration of Independence. Help 

students understand the historical context, the principles expressed, and the document's impact on shaping American 

history. Encourage students to discuss the relevance of the Declaration in present-day society. 

6. Simulation Activities: Engage students in simulation activities to recreate the immediate events that led to the first shot of 

the Revolutionary War. Assign roles and have students participate in reenactments or decision-making scenarios, fostering 

empathy and understanding of the complexities of the time period. 

7. Battle Analysis: Assign students specific battles from the Revolutionary War and have students research and analyze the 

significance of each battle. Encourage students to consider the military strategies, key figures, and the impact of each battle 

on the overall course of the war. 

8. Treaty of Paris Simulation: Organize a simulation where students negotiate and evaluate the terms of the Treaty of Paris, 

1783. Assign roles representing different parties involved in the negotiations and encourage students to consider the 

implications of the treaty for both the American colonies and Britain. 
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9. Visual Presentations: Allow students to create visual presentations, such as posters or slideshows, to demonstrate their 

understanding of the objectives. Encourage students to incorporate images, maps, and key vocabulary to convey their 

knowledge effectively. 

10. Primary Source Analysis: Provide students with primary sources, such as letters, diaries, or speeches, from key figures in the 

Revolutionary Era. Guide students in analyzing these sources to understand the perspectives and motivations of individuals 

during that time. 

11. Writing Assignments: Assign written responses, essays, or journals where students can reflect on the objectives, analyze 

historical events, and express their ideas. Provide feedback and guidance to support their writing skills and historical 

analysis. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.1) 

1. Create a Timeline: Have students create a timeline of the French and Indian War, highlighting key events, causes, and 

consequences. They can include illustrations and descriptions for each event to demonstrate their understanding. 

2. Revolutionary Era Biography Project: Assign each student a key figure from the Revolutionary Era and have students 

research and present a biography. Students can create posters, PowerPoint presentations, or short videos to showcase the 

individual's influence on the movement. 

3. Boston Tea Party Reenactment: Organize a classroom reenactment of the Boston Tea Party. Assign roles to students, 

provide props, and encourage students to understand the motivations and significance of this event in the lead-up to the 

American Revolution. 

4. Create a Declaration of Independence: Divide students into small groups and have students collaborate to create their own 

Declaration of Independence, focusing on issues or injustices they feel passionate about. They should articulate their 

grievances and outline their demands for change. 

5. Battle Analysis Gallery Walk: Set up stations around the classroom with information about major battles of the 

Revolutionary War. Students can rotate through the stations, analyze battle maps, and discuss the significance of each battle 

with their peers. 

6. Founding Fathers Panel Discussion: Divide students into small groups, with each group representing a different founding 

father or influential figure from the Revolutionary Era. Have students prepare for a panel discussion, where they discuss 

their role, beliefs, and impact on the founding of the nation. 

7. Cause and Effect Chain: Provide students with a series of events, such as the Proclamation of 1763, the Stamp Act, and the 

Boston Massacre. Ask students to create a cause-and-effect chain, connecting each event to the next and analyzing the 

cumulative impact on colonial sentiments and the path to revolution. 

8. Primary Source Analysis: Provide students with primary sources, such as letters, speeches, or political cartoons from the 

Revolutionary Era. Guide students in analyzing these sources, considering the author's perspective, and discussing the 

historical context. 

9. Debate: Organize a class debate on a controversial topic from the Revolutionary Era, such as the impact of the Intolerable 

Acts or the decision to declare independence. Assign students different perspectives and encourage students to research 

and defend their assigned positions. 
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10. Create a Revolutionary War Newspaper: Have students work in groups to create a newspaper from the Revolutionary War 

era. They can write articles, create headlines, and design layouts that cover significant events, battles, and the political 

climate of the time. 

11. Gallery Walk of Revolutionary Era Artifacts: Set up a gallery walk in the classroom with replicas or images of artifacts from 

the Revolutionary Era. Students can explore and analyze the artifacts, discussing their historical significance and connections 

to the objectives. 

12. Revolutionary War Mapping: Provide students with maps of the Revolutionary War, and have students analyze and 

annotate the maps with key battles, troop movements, and significant locations. This activity helps students visualize and 

understand the geographic aspects of the war. 

13. Revolutionary Era Research Project: Allow students to choose a topic of interest related to the Revolutionary Era and 

conduct an in-depth research project. They can present their findings through written reports, multimedia presentations, or 

oral presentations. 

14. Historical Role-Play: Assign students different roles from the Revolutionary Era, such as George Washington, a colonial 

soldier, or a loyalist. Engage students in a historical role-play activity where they can act out scenarios, make decisions, and 

understand the perspectives and challenges faced during that time. 
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Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.1) 

1. Current Events Analysis: Assign students the task of researching and analyzing current events or issues that relate to the 
themes and principles of the Revolutionary Era. They can draw connections between historical events and present-day 
circumstances, fostering an understanding of the enduring relevance of the objectives. 

2. Connections to Government and Politics: Help students recognize the connection between the Revolutionary Era and the 
functioning of contemporary government and politics. This can involve discussions on democratic principles, civic participation, 
and the influence of the Revolutionary Era on the formation of the United States government. 

3. Literature Connections: Introduce students to literature or primary sources from the Revolutionary Era, such as speeches, 
letters, or poems. Encourage students to explore the themes and ideas conveyed in these texts and make connections to their 
own lives and experiences. 

4. Reflection on Citizenship: Promote discussions and activities that encourage students to reflect on their roles as citizens in a 
democratic society. Encourage students to consider the rights, responsibilities, and values associated with citizenship, drawing 
parallels to the struggles and ideals of the Revolutionary Era. 

5. Investigating Historical Memorials and Monuments: Have students research and critically analyze historical memorials and 
monuments associated with the Revolutionary Era in their local area or beyond. Encourage students to reflect on the messages 
conveyed by these public symbols and consider the historical context in which they were erected. 

6. Study of Revolutionary Figures: Encourage students to research and analyze the contributions and legacies of Revolutionary 
Era figures in the present day. They can explore how the ideals and actions of individuals like George Washington or Samuel 
Adams continue to shape American society and politics. 

7. Comparative Analysis: Promote comparative analysis between the Revolutionary Era and other significant revolutions or 
independence movements in different parts of the world. Students can explore common themes, strategies, and challenges 
faced by these movements, fostering a global understanding of the objectives. 

8. Economic Connections: Help students understand the economic connections between the Revolutionary Era and the present 
day. This can involve discussions on trade, taxation, and economic systems, drawing parallels between historical events and 
contemporary economic issues. 
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9. Interdisciplinary Connections: Explore interdisciplinary connections by integrating the objectives into other subjects, such as 
language arts, art, or math. For example, students can analyze Revolutionary Era literature, create artwork inspired by historical 
events, or examine data related to population demographics during that time. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.1) 

Create a Timeline: 

• Visual learners: Encourage students to use color-coded illustrations and symbols to represent key events, causes, and 
consequences on the timeline. 

• Verbal learners: Have students write detailed descriptions for each event, explaining the causes and consequences in 
written form. 

• Kinesthetic learners: Allow students to create a physical timeline using tangible materials such as index cards or sticky 
notes, arranging students in chronological order. 

Revolutionary Era Biography Project: 

• Visual learners: Encourage students to create visually appealing posters with images, graphics, and timelines 
representing the life and impact of their assigned figure. 

• Auditory learners: Have students create PowerPoint presentations with narrations or short videos where they verbally 
explain the biography and its significance. 

• Kinesthetic learners: Provide hands-on materials like modeling clay or props for students to create physical 
representations or dioramas of the key figure's life. 

Boston Tea Party Reenactment: 

• Visual learners: Emphasize visual details by providing historical images or videos of the event and encourage students 
to replicate the visuals during the reenactment. 

• Auditory learners: Ask students to research and prepare short speeches or dialogues that reflect the motivations and 
significance of the Boston Tea Party. 

• Kinesthetic learners: Encourage students to physically engage with props and enact the roles, incorporating 
movements and gestures to bring the event to life. 

Create a Declaration of Independence: 

• Visual learners: Provide graphic organizers or templates to help students visually organize their grievances, demands, 
and supporting arguments in a clear and structured manner. 

• Verbal learners: Encourage students to express their ideas through persuasive speeches or oral presentations, 
articulating their grievances and demands effectively. 
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• Logical learners: Guide students to create a logical outline or flowchart that clearly connects their grievances, 
demands, and supporting evidence. 

Battle Analysis Gallery Walk: 

• Visual learners: Include visual aids such as maps, diagrams, and infographics at each station to help students visually 
analyze the battles and their significance. 

• Auditory learners: Encourage students to engage in discussions and group conversations at each station, sharing their 
insights and interpretations of the battles with their peers. 

• Kinesthetic learners: Incorporate hands-on activities at each station, such as manipulating miniatures or models of 
soldiers and battle formations to enhance understanding. 

Founding Fathers Panel Discussion: 

• Verbal learners: Conduct the panel discussion as an interactive dialogue where students engage in oral communication, 
expressing their perspectives, beliefs, and the impact of their assigned founding father or influential figure. 

• Social learners: Encourage students to collaborate and work together within their small groups, fostering discussions 
and cooperative learning during the preparation for the panel discussion. 

• Intrapersonal learners: Allow students to reflect individually on the role, beliefs, and impact of their assigned figure 
through personal journals or self-reflection activities before participating in the panel discussion. 

Cause and Effect Chain: 

• Logical learners: Focus on the cause-and-effect relationships by providing graphic organizers or flowcharts that require 
students to analyze and visually connect the events in a logical sequence. 

• Visual learners: Use visual aids such as diagrams or timelines to illustrate the cause-and-effect relationships, allowing 
students to see the connections between events. 

• Verbal learners: Encourage students to explain the cause-and-effect relationships orally or in written form, 
emphasizing the linkages between events and their consequences. 

Primary Source Analysis: 

• Visual learners: Incorporate visual primary sources, such as political cartoons or paintings, and encourage students to 
analyze the imagery and symbols within the sources. 

• Verbal learners: Engage students in discussions where they can express their interpretations of the primary sources, 
considering the author's perspective and historical context. 



EARLY USH       SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Mississippi Department of Education  |  Social Studies – Early US History IPG  |  2024          26 
 

• Analytical learners: Provide guiding questions or analysis frameworks to help students systematically analyze the 
primary sources, encouraging critical thinking and reflection. 

Debate: 

• Persuasive learners: Encourage students to develop strong arguments and persuasive speaking skills as they research 
and defend their assigned positions during the debate. 

• Research-oriented learners: Provide ample time for students to conduct thorough research on their assigned topics, 
allowing students to gather evidence and supporting information to strengthen their arguments. 

• Collaborative learners: Promote group discussions and collaboration among students as they prepare for the debate, 
fostering the exchange of ideas and constructive criticism. 

Create a Revolutionary War Newspaper: 

• Creative learners: Allow students to express their understanding of the Revolutionary War through creative writing, 
designing visually appealing layouts, and using multimedia elements to engage readers. 

• Linguistic learners: Encourage students to write articles and headlines that showcase their writing skills, allowing 
students to effectively communicate historical events and ideas in a written format. 

• Technologically inclined learners: Provide opportunities for students to utilize digital tools and software to design their 
newspaper layouts, create multimedia elements, and enhance the overall presentation of their work. 

Gallery Walk of Revolutionary Era Artifacts: 

• Observational learners: Encourage students to closely observe and analyze the replicas or images of artifacts, noting 
details, symbols, and other elements that provide insights into the historical significance of the objects. 

• Reflective learners: Provide reflection prompts or questions that students can ponder upon as they explore the 
artifacts, allowing students to connect their observations to the objectives and broader historical context. 

• Collaborative learners: Facilitate group discussions or small-group activities where students can share their 
interpretations and insights gained from the artifacts, promoting collaborative learning and the exchange of 
perspectives. 

Revolutionary War Mapping: 

• Spatial learners: Focus on the visual representation of maps, allowing students to analyze the geographic aspects of the 
war, including key battles, troop movements, and significant locations. 

• Analytical learners: Encourage students to analyze and annotate the maps, identifying patterns, strategic decisions, and 
the impact of geography on the outcomes of the Revolutionary War. 
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• Kinesthetic learners: Incorporate hands-on activities where students can physically manipulate map elements, such as 
moving markers or drawing arrows to depict troop movements, to enhance their understanding of the geographic 
aspects of the war. 

Revolutionary Era Research Project: 

• Independent learners: Provide opportunities for students to choose a topic of personal interest within the 
Revolutionary Era, allowing students to take ownership of their learning and delve deeply into their chosen area of 
research. 

• Presentation-oriented learners: Give students the flexibility to present their research findings through various 
mediums, such as written reports, multimedia presentations, or oral presentations, allowing students to showcase their 
research skills and preferred mode of communication. 

• Self-directed learners: Support students in developing research skills, such as locating credible sources, organizing 
information, and critically evaluating information, fostering their ability to conduct independent research. 

Historical Role-Play: 

• Experiential learners: Engage students in hands-on activities where they can embody the perspectives and challenges 
faced by individuals from the Revolutionary Era, fostering a deeper understanding of the historical context and the 
complexities of decision-making during that time. 

• Interpersonal learners: Promote interaction and collaboration among students as they engage in role-play scenarios, 
encouraging students to negotiate, discuss, and empathize with different viewpoints. 

• Reflective learners: Provide opportunities for students to reflect on their role-playing experiences, discussing the 
lessons learned, insights gained, and connections made between historical events and their present-day implications. 
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SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 

 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.3 Examine the development of the Constitution of the United States of America. 
Objectives Vocabulary 

1. Describe the powers given to the Continental Congress by the 

Articles of Confederation.  

2. Analyze the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation that led 

to a call for a new constitution.  

3. Identify the major compromises at the Constitutional Convention.  

4. Describe the framework of the United States Constitution, 

including powers of the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial 

branches. 

5.  Describe the process of a bill becoming a law.  

6. Describe the compromises between Federalists and Anti-

Federalists that led to the creation of the Bill of Rights. 

• Articles of Confederation 

• Continental Congress 

• Constitutional Powers 

• Constitutional Convention 

• United States Constitution 

• Legislative branch 

• Executive branch 

• Judicial branch 

• Bill 

• Law 

• Compromises 

• Federalists 

• Anti-Federalists 

• Bill of Rights 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.3) 

Interactive Reading: Provide students with excerpts from the Articles of Confederation and engage students in a guided reading activity. 
Encourage students to highlight and discuss the powers given to the Continental Congress. 

Weaknesses Analysis: Divide students into small groups and assign each group a specific weakness of the Articles of Confederation. Have 
students research and create presentations or posters highlighting the implications and consequences of each weakness. 

Role-Play Convention: Organize a simulated Constitutional Convention in the classroom. Assign students different roles, such as 
delegates or key figures from that time period, and have students engage in debates and negotiations to address the weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation. 

Constitution Exploration: Guide students in analyzing the framework of the United States Constitution. Provide students with copies of 
the Constitution and have students identify and discuss the powers of the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial branches. 

Mock Legislative Process: Have students participate in a simulated legislative process to understand how a bill becomes law. Assign roles 
such as lawmakers, committee members, and citizens, and guide students through the steps of introducing, debating, amending, and 
voting on a bill. 

Debates on Compromises: Assign students different perspectives representing Federalists and Anti-Federalists. Organize class debates 
on the major compromises made at the Constitutional Convention, such as the Great Compromise or the Three-Fifths Compromise, 
allowing students to research, prepare arguments, and defend their positions. 

Bill of Rights Discussions: Engage students in discussions about the compromises that led to the creation of the Bill of Rights. Facilitate 
class discussions or small-group discussions to explore the perspectives of Federalists and Anti-Federalists and their influence on the 
inclusion of individual rights in the Constitution. 

Analyzing Primary Sources: Provide students with primary sources from the time period, such as letters, speeches, or newspaper articles, 
related to the debates and compromises during the Constitutional Convention. Guide students in analyzing these sources to gain insights 
into the viewpoints and arguments of the time. 

Constitutional Case Studies: Assign students real or hypothetical constitutional cases that have challenged the interpretation of the 
United States Constitution. Have students research the cases, present arguments, and engage in discussions about the application of 
constitutional principles. 



EARLY USH       SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Mississippi Department of Education  |  Social Studies – Early US History IPG  |  2024          30 
 

Collaborative Constitution Project: Divide students into small groups and assign each group a specific section of the United States 
Constitution. Have students work together to create visual representations or multimedia presentations explaining the meaning, 
importance, and application of their assigned section. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.3) 

1. Articles of Confederation Infographic: Have students create an infographic that visually represents the powers given to the 
Continental Congress by the Articles of Confederation. They can include key points, illustrations, and examples to enhance 
understanding. 

2. Weaknesses Analysis Chart: Provide students with a chart or graphic organizer to analyze the weaknesses of the Articles of 
Confederation. Have students list each weakness and explain its impact on the functioning of the government. Encourage critical 
thinking and reflection. 

3. Constitutional Convention Role-Play: Divide students into groups representing delegates at the Constitutional Convention. Assign 
each group a specific state or delegate and have students engage in a role-play activity where they discuss and negotiate the 
major compromises, emphasizing the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. 

4. Branches of Government Graphic Organizer: Provide students with a graphic organizer or template that illustrates the framework 
of the United States Constitution. Have students label and describe the powers of the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial 
branches, promoting an understanding of the separation of powers. 

5. Bill Becomes a Law Flowchart: Guide students in creating a flowchart or visual representation that depicts the process of a bill 
becoming a law. Include the key steps and decision points, and encourage students to explain each step in their own words. 

6. Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists Debate: Divide students into two groups representing Federalists and Anti-Federalists. Assign 
students specific positions and arguments related to the compromises made during the Constitutional Convention. Organize a 
debate where students present their perspectives, engage in discussions, and defend their positions. 

7. Bill of Rights Skit: Have students work in small groups to create skits or short plays that illustrate the compromises between 
Federalists and Anti-Federalists that led to the creation of the Bill of Rights. Each group can focus on a specific compromise and 
perform their skit for the class. 

8. Primary Source Analysis Stations: Set up stations around the classroom with primary sources related to the Constitutional 
Convention and the debates surrounding the Bill of Rights. Assign small groups of students to each station, and provide guiding 
questions for analyzing the sources and discussing their significance. 

9. Constitutional Scenarios: Present students with hypothetical scenarios that involve constitutional issues or conflicts. In small 
groups or individually, have students analyze the scenarios, identify relevant constitutional principles, and propose solutions or 
arguments based on their understanding of the Constitution. 
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10. Create Your Own Constitution: Divide students into small groups and have students create their own constitution for a fictional 
country or community. Encourage students to consider the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and incorporate elements 
of the United States Constitution and its compromises. 
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Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.3) 

• Comparing Powers: Have students research and compare the powers given to the Continental Congress by the Articles of 

Confederation with the powers held by modern-day legislative bodies, such as the United States Congress or the parliament of 

another country. Discuss similarities and differences to help students understand the evolution of legislative powers. 

• Analyzing Current Governmental Weaknesses: Assign students to research and analyze current governmental systems or 

organizations that exhibit weaknesses similar to those of the Articles of Confederation. This can include studying examples of 

ineffective decision-making, lack of central authority, or challenges in governance. Encourage students to propose potential 

solutions or reforms based on their analysis. 

• Analyzing Compromises in Modern Politics: Have students analyze and discuss major compromises in modern politics, such as 

those related to controversial legislation, bipartisan agreements, or international treaties. Help students understand the 

significance of compromise in reaching a consensus and maintaining stability in government. 

• Understanding the Powers of Branches in Action: Assign students to research and analyze contemporary examples of how the 

legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government exercise their powers. Students can examine real-world cases, 

executive orders, or landmark court decisions to better understand the practical applications of the powers outlined in the United 

States Constitution. 

• Legislative Process in Action: Have students follow and analyze the progress of a specific bill as it moves through the legislative 

process in their local, state, or national government. They can track its journey, including committee hearings, floor debates, and 

final passage, to gain a practical understanding of how a bill becomes law. 

• Examining Amendments and Bill of Rights Issues: Assign students to research and discuss contemporary issues related to 

constitutional amendments and the Bill of Rights. They can explore topics such as freedom of speech, privacy rights, gun control, 

or voting rights and examine the debates and compromises involved in these issues. 

• Comparing Constitutions: Have students compare the United States Constitution with the constitutions of other countries. They 

can analyze the similarities and differences in structure, rights, and powers, and discuss the implications of these variations on 

governance and individual freedoms. 

• Constitutional Rights in the News: Assign students to track and analyze news articles or current events related to constitutional 

rights and protections. They can examine how these rights are interpreted and applied in contemporary society and discuss the 

ongoing debates and challenges surrounding constitutional issues. 
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• Community Engagement: Encourage students to identify and participate in local government activities, such as town hall 

meetings, public hearings, or community forums. This provides firsthand experience in witnessing democratic processes and 

allows students to see the importance of active citizen participation in shaping governance. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.3) 

Article of Confederation Infographic: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with a simplified template or pre-designed infographic elements to fill in with key information about 
the powers granted to the Continental Congress. 

• Break down the task into smaller steps and provide clear instructions on how to organize and present the information. 

• Offer visual aids, such as clip art or icons, that represent the concepts being discussed, to support understanding and 
engagement. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Encourage advanced learners to create their own custom infographic design, using advanced graphic design tools or software, to 
visually represent the powers granted to the Continental Congress. 

• Challenge students to include additional details, examples, or historical context in their infographic to demonstrate a deeper 
understanding of the topic. 

• Encourage creativity and originality in the design and presentation of the infographic, allowing advanced learners to experiment 
with different visual elements and layouts. 

Weaknesses Analysis Chart: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with a partially completed chart or graphic organizer, where some weaknesses of the Articles of 
Confederation are already listed. They can then focus on explaining the impact of each weakness on the functioning of the 
government. 

• Offer sentence starters or prompts to help growing learners organize their thoughts and provide explanations. 

• Provide additional resources, such as simplified explanations or examples, to support their understanding of the weaknesses and 
their impacts. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Challenge advanced learners to create their own comprehensive chart or graphic organizer that includes all the weaknesses of 
the Articles of Confederation and their corresponding impacts on the functioning of the government. 

• Encourage students to go beyond simple explanations and delve into deeper analysis, discussing the long-term consequences and 
implications of each weakness. 
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• Encourage critical thinking by asking advanced learners to evaluate and compare the relative significance of each weakness in 
contributing to the need for a stronger central government. 

 

Constitutional Convention Role-Play: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with a simplified version of the role-play activity, focusing on the major compromises made during the 
Constitutional Convention. 

• Offer clear guidelines and prompts to help students understand the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and the need for 
compromises. 

• Provide additional support materials, such as simplified biographies of delegates or pre-written statements for their assigned 
roles. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Challenge advanced learners to take on more complex roles and engage in a deeper analysis of the issues discussed at the 
Constitutional Convention. 

• Encourage students to research and incorporate historical context into their role-play, exploring the motivations and 
perspectives of the delegates. 

• Encourage critical thinking and debate by assigning conflicting viewpoints and encouraging students to defend their assigned 
positions. 

 

Branches of Government Graphic Organizer: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with a partially completed graphic organizer or template, where the basic framework of the branches of 
government is already laid out. 

• Offer sentence starters or prompts to help growing learners describe the powers of each branch and understand the concept of 
separation of powers. 

• Use visual aids or simplified explanations to reinforce their understanding of the roles and responsibilities of each branch. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Challenge advanced learners to create their own comprehensive graphic organizer that goes beyond the basic framework and 
includes additional details and examples. 
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• Encourage students to explore the checks and balances between the branches and analyze the intended separation of powers in 
the Constitution. 

• Encourage critical thinking by asking advanced learners to consider real-world examples where the branches of government have 
exercised their powers or encountered conflicts. 

 

Bill Becomes a Law Flowchart: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with a partially completed flowchart or template, where some of the key steps and decision points are 
already included. 

• Offer sentence starters or prompts to help growing learners explain each step in their own words and understand the legislative 
process. 

• Use visual cues and simplified explanations to reinforce their understanding of how a bill becomes a law. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Challenge advanced learners to create their own comprehensive flowchart that includes all the key steps and decision points in 
the legislative process. 

• Encourage students to think critically and consider potential obstacles or variations that can occur during the legislative process. 

• Foster deeper analysis by asking advanced learners to evaluate the effectiveness and efficiency of the legislative process based 
on their understanding of the flowchart. 

 

Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists Debate: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with simplified arguments and positions for each group. 

• Offer clear prompts and guiding questions to help students understand the perspectives of Federalists and Anti-Federalists and 
the compromises made. 

• Provide additional support during the debate, such as sentence starters or key points to reference. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Challenge advanced learners to delve deeper into the historical context and philosophical differences between Federalists and 
Anti-Federalists. 
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• Encourage students to research and incorporate primary sources or historical evidence to support their arguments during the 
debate. 

• Foster critical thinking by assigning complex positions or having students consider the long-term impact of the compromises. 

 

Bill of Rights Skit: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with simplified scenarios or prompts for their skits. 

• Offer clear guidelines on the key compromises to be represented and ensure they understand the purpose and significance of the 
Bill of Rights. 

• Provide additional support, such as providing a template or script structure to follow. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Challenge advanced learners to create more complex and nuanced skits that explore the motivations and perspectives of the 
Federalists and Anti-Federalists during the creation of the Bill of Rights. 

• Encourage students to research and incorporate historical context and primary sources into their skits to provide a deeper 
understanding of the compromises. 

• Foster creativity and critical thinking by having students consider the implications and historical significance of the Bill of Rights. 

 

Primary Source Analysis Stations: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with simplified primary sources and focus on specific aspects of the Constitutional Convention and the 
debates surrounding the Bill of Rights. 

• Offer clear guiding questions and prompts to help students analyze the sources and understand their significance. 

• Provide additional support during the analysis, such as sentence starters or visual aids. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Challenge advanced learners to work with more complex primary sources that represent diverse perspectives on the 
Constitutional Convention and the debates over the Bill of Rights. 

• Encourage students to critically analyze the sources, consider biases, and make connections to the broader historical context. 

• Foster independent research and critical thinking by having students generate their own questions and interpretations of the 
sources. 
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Constitutional Scenarios: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with simplified scenarios that focus on basic constitutional principles and issues. 

• Offer clear prompts and guiding questions to help students identify relevant constitutional principles and propose solutions or 
arguments. 

• Provide additional support, such as sentence starters or graphic organizers, to help students structure their analysis and 
responses. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Challenge advanced learners with more complex and nuanced scenarios that involve multiple constitutional principles and 
conflicting perspectives. 

• Encourage students to research and incorporate relevant case law or historical context into their analysis and proposals. 

• Foster critical thinking by having students consider the broader implications and consequences of their proposed solutions or 
arguments. 

 

Create Your Own Constitution: 

Growing Learners: 

• Provide growing learners with clear guidelines and a structured template for creating their own constitution. 

• Offer specific prompts and guiding questions to help students consider the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and 
incorporate elements of the United States Constitution. 

• Provide additional support, such as examples or pre-written clauses, to help students generate ideas and understand the purpose 
of different constitutional provisions. 

Advanced Learners: 

• Challenge advanced learners to think critically and creatively as they create their own constitution. 

• Encourage students to consider the historical context, the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, and the principles of the 
United States Constitution while designing their constitution. 

• Foster independent research and analysis by having students justify their choices and explain how their constitution addresses 
the challenges faced by the Articles of Confederation. 
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SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 
 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.4 Analyze the challenges and central ideas involved in creating the new nation. 
 

Objectives Vocabulary 

1.  Evaluate the differences in political opinions that led to the formation of 

political parties.   

2. Examine the lasting influence of George Washington as the first President of 

the United States.   

3. Analyze the impact of President George Washington’s Farewell Address on the 

presidency of the United States.  

4.  Analyze the significance of early Supreme Court cases and explain their 

impacts on the United States (e.g., Marbury vs. Madison (1803), McCulloch vs. 

Maryland (1819), Dartmouth College vs. Woodward (1819), Worcester vs. 

Georgia (1832), etc.).   

5. Examine the development and impact of early foreign policy decisions on the 

United States (e.g., French Revolution, Neutrality Proclamation, War of 1812, 

etc.).   

6. Examine the development and impact of the Jacksonian Era (e.g., Corrupt 

Bargain, Democratic Party Bank War, Nullification Crisis, etc.). 

• Farewell Address 

• Marbury vs. Madison (1803) 

• McCulloch vs. Maryland (1819) 

• Dartmouth College vs. Woodward (1819) 

• Worcester vs. Georgia (1832) 

• French Revolution 

• Neutrality Proclamation 

• War of 1812 

• Jacksonian Era 

• Corrupt Bargain 

• Democratic Party 

• Bank War 

• Nullification Crisis 
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Suggested Instructional Practices (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.4) 

1. Socratic Seminar: Conduct a Socratic seminar to evaluate the differences in political opinions that led to the formation of 
political parties. Engage students in a structured discussion where they analyze primary and secondary sources, express 
their opinions, and respond to each other's ideas. 

2. Case Study Analysis: Assign students to research and analyze the lasting influence of George Washington as the first 
President of the United States. Have students examine primary sources, biographies, and historical accounts to identify 
key contributions and evaluate Washington's impact on the presidency. 

3. Close Reading: Provide students with President George Washington's Farewell Address and guide students through a close 
reading activity. Encourage students to annotate the text, identify key arguments, and analyze the address's impact on the 
presidency of the United States. 

4. Mock Supreme Court: Organize a mock Supreme Court activity where students explore the significance of early Supreme 
Court cases. Assign students different roles, such as justices, attorneys, and witnesses, and have students engage in 
debates and deliberations to understand the impacts of cases like Marbury vs Madison, McCulloch vs Maryland, 
Dartmouth College vs Woodward, Worcester vs Georgia, and others. 

5. Historical Role-Play: Divide students into groups and assign each group a specific early foreign policy decision, such as the 
French Revolution, Neutrality Proclamation, or War of 1812. Have students research and prepare a role-play activity 
where they act out key events, debates, and consequences, allowing students to examine the development and impact of 
these decisions. 

6. Gallery Walk: Create a gallery walk activity where students explore different stations representing various aspects of the 
Jacksonian Era. Each station can focus on a specific event or concept like the Corrupt Bargain, Democratic Party, Bank War, 
or Nullification Crisis. Provide guiding questions and prompts for students to analyze and discuss the development and 
impact of the era. 

7. Multimedia Presentations: Assign students to create multimedia presentations on specific topics related to the objectives. 
They can use digital tools to showcase their research and understanding of political parties, George Washington's 
influence, President Washington's Farewell Address, Supreme Court cases, early foreign policy decisions, and the 
Jacksonian Era. Encourage students to incorporate visuals, audio, and video elements to enhance their presentations. 
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8. Document Analysis: Provide students with primary sources, such as letters, speeches, and newspaper articles, related to 
the objectives. Guide students in analyzing these documents, and identifying key vocabulary, arguments, and 
perspectives. Engage students in discussions and writing activities that require critical thinking and interpretation of the 
historical context. 

9. Historical Debates: Organize debates or panel discussions where students can explore and debate the different 
perspectives and interpretations of the objectives. Assign students roles representing various historical figures or 
stakeholders, allowing students to research and present arguments based on their assigned positions. 

10. Reflective Writing: Assign reflective writing tasks where students can individually analyze and synthesize their 
understanding of the objectives. Provide guiding prompts that encourage students to connect the historical concepts to 
contemporary issues, evaluate their own opinions, and consider the broader implications of the topics studied. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.4) 

1. Political Parties Timeline: Have students create a timeline illustrating the formation and development of political parties 
in the United States. They can include key events, leaders, and significant political debates that shaped the parties' 
ideologies and platforms. 

2. George Washington Biography Project: Assign each student the task of researching and presenting a biography of 
George Washington. They can create posters, PowerPoint presentations, or short videos highlighting his contributions as 
the first President of the United States and examining his lasting influence on the nation. 

3. Farewell Address Analysis: Provide students with President George Washington's Farewell Address and have students 
analyze the document. In small groups, they can identify key themes, evaluate the impact of Washington's advice on 
future presidencies, and discuss how his principles are relevant today. 

4. Supreme Court Case Study: Assign small groups of students to research and analyze one of the significant Supreme Court 
cases mentioned in the objectives, such as Marbury vs Madison or McCulloch vs Maryland. Each group can create a case 
study presentation exploring the facts, issues, and impacts of the case on the United States. 

5. Foreign Policy Decision Simulation: Divide the class into groups, each representing a specific early foreign policy 
decision, such as the Neutrality Proclamation or the War of 1812. Students will research their assigned decision and 
participate in a simulation activity, debating the merits, consequences, and impacts of their chosen foreign policy. 

6. Jacksonian Era Newspaper: Have students work in small groups to create a newspaper from the Jacksonian Era. They can 
write articles, create headlines, and design layouts that cover significant events, political controversies, and societal 
changes that occurred during this period. 

7. Primary Source Analysis Stations: Set up stations around the classroom with primary sources related to the objectives. 
Assign small groups of students to each station, providing guiding questions to help students analyze and interpret the 
sources. Students can rotate through the stations, discussing their findings and sharing their insights. 

8. Role-Play: Divide students into groups and assign each group a specific event or issue from the Jacksonian Era, such as 
the Corrupt Bargain or the Nullification Crisis. Have students research their assigned topic, prepare scripts, and engage in 
role-play activities to reenact key events and debates, allowing students to better understand the era and its significance. 

9. Visual Infographics: Ask students to create visual infographics representing the key concepts and relationships within the 
objectives. They can use charts, graphs, illustrations, and text to convey information and demonstrate their 
understanding of the topics. 
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10. Primary Source Gallery Walk: Set up a gallery walk in the classroom with replicas or images of primary sources from the 
objectives. Students can explore and analyze the sources, discussing their historical significance and connections to the 
topics studied. 

11. Interactive Timeline: Have students create an interactive timeline using digital tools or multimedia software. They can 
incorporate videos, images, and text to showcase the different events, people, and concepts related to the objectives. 
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Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.4) 

1. Political Opinions: Discuss with students how political opinions and differences still play a significant role in modern politics. 

Explore current events, political campaigns, and debates as examples of how different opinions shape political parties and 

influence decision-making. 

2. Leadership and Influence: Analyze the lasting influence of leaders, such as former presidents or influential figures, on 

contemporary politics. Encourage students to examine how the actions and policies of these leaders continue to impact the 

United States today. 

3. Presidential Farewell Addresses: Compare President George Washington's Farewell Address to modern-day presidential 

speeches or addresses. Discuss how the ideas, values, and advice expressed by past presidents continue to influence the 

presidency and shape national discourse. 

4. Supreme Court Cases: Connect the significance of early Supreme Court cases, such as Marbury vs Madison or McCulloch vs 

Maryland, to recent or ongoing legal cases that have had a profound impact on the United States. Discuss how court decisions 

shape constitutional interpretation and impact the lives of citizens. 

5. Foreign Policy Decisions: Explore the parallels between early foreign policy decisions, such as the Neutrality Proclamation or 

the War of 1812, and contemporary foreign policy challenges. Discuss the importance of diplomatic relations, international 

conflicts, and their impact on the United States in the present day. 

6. Jacksonian Era Legacy: Discuss the lasting legacy of the Jacksonian Era in American politics and society. Help students connect 

the political controversies and reforms of that era to current political movements or issues, such as populism or debates on 

the role of government. 

7. Civic Engagement: Emphasize the importance of civic engagement and active participation in shaping political opinions and 

decisions. Encourage students to connect historical events and concepts to their own lives, promoting an understanding of 

how individuals can make a difference in their communities and in the political landscape. 

8. Constitution and Bill of Rights: Highlight the continued relevance of the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights in 

contemporary legal and political debates. Discuss how these documents shape the rights and responsibilities of citizens, and 

explore current events where constitutional principles are at stake. 



EARLY USH       SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Mississippi Department of Education  |  Social Studies – Early US History IPG  |  2024          46 
 

9. Analyzing Political Campaigns: Engage students in analyzing current or recent political campaigns, focusing on the strategies, 

messaging, and debates involved. Encourage students to connect these campaign dynamics to historical political events and 

developments. 

10. Democratic Processes: Discuss the importance of democratic processes, such as elections, debates, and compromises, in 

shaping political systems. Help students make connections between historical events and current democratic practices, 

fostering an understanding of the foundations of democracy. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.4) 

Political Parties Timeline: 

• Advanced Learners: Provide advanced learners with additional resources, such as scholarly articles or primary sources, 
to deepen their understanding of the formation and development of political parties. Encourage students to include 
more nuanced analysis and connections between events. 

• Growing Learners: Offer simplified timelines or pre-selected key events for growing learners to focus on. Provide clear 
instructions and visual aids to help students organize the information effectively. 

George Washington Biography Project: 

•  Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to explore lesser-known aspects of George Washington's life or to 
compare and contrast his presidency with other presidents. Encourage students to present their findings in a creative 
and thought-provoking manner. 

• Growing Learners: Provide structured templates or guided questions for growing learners to follow when researching 
George Washington. Offer support and clarification as needed during the presentation creation process. 

Farewell Address Analysis: 

• Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to delve deeper into the historical context and significance of 
President Washington's Farewell Address. Have students engage in critical discussions, debate opposing viewpoints, and 
relate the address to contemporary issues. 

• Growing Learners: Break down the Farewell Address into smaller sections and provide simplified versions or summaries. 
Offer guided questions or prompts to help growing learners identify key themes and connections within the document. 

Supreme Court Case Study: 

• Advanced Learners: Assign more complex or lesser-known Supreme Court cases to advanced learners. Encourage 
students to conduct in-depth research, analyze legal arguments, and explore the long-term impacts of the cases on the 
United States. Provide opportunities for advanced learners to engage in mock debates or oral presentations. 

• Growing Learners: Focus on a single significant Supreme Court case, provide simplified explanations of the facts and 
issues involved, and offer visual aids or graphic organizers to help growing learners understand the case more easily. 
Provide additional support during the research and presentation process. 
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Foreign Policy Decisions: 

• Advanced Learners: Assign advanced learners additional research on contemporary foreign policy challenges and have 
students compare and contrast students with the early foreign policy decisions. Encourage students to analyze the 
complexities of current global issues and evaluate the impact on the United States. 

• Growing Learners: Simplify the language and concepts related to foreign policy challenges, providing clear examples and 
visual aids. Focus on one or two specific foreign policy decisions and discuss their relevance to the United States today. 

Jacksonian Era Legacy: 

• Advanced Learners: Assign advanced learners independent research on the connections between the Jacksonian Era 
and current political movements or issues. Encourage students to critically analyze the impact of the Jacksonian Era on 
American politics and society, drawing parallels and identifying patterns. 

• Growing Learners: Provide clear explanations of the key political controversies and reforms of the Jacksonian Era. Use 
visual aids, simplified language, and real-life examples to help growing learners understand the legacy of the era in a 
more accessible way. 

Civic Engagement: 

• Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to explore the concept of civic engagement in-depth, researching and 
analyzing different forms of political participation. Have students critically evaluate the effectiveness and impact of civic 
engagement on shaping political opinions and decisions. 

• Growing Learners: Provide concrete examples and scenarios to help growing learners understand the concept of civic 
engagement. Engage students in hands-on activities, such as mock elections or community service projects, to 
demonstrate the importance of active participation. 

Constitution and Bill of Rights: 

• Advanced Learners: Assign advanced learners more complex scenarios or case studies where constitutional principles 
are at stake in contemporary legal and political debates. Encourage students to critically analyze the interpretations and 
implications of constitutional rights and responsibilities. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations of constitutional principles and their application in everyday life. Use 
concrete examples and visual aids to help growing learners understand the relevance of the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights in current events. 
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Analyzing Political Campaigns: 

• Advanced Learners: Assign advanced learners the task of conducting in-depth research on a specific political campaign, 
analyzing the strategies, messaging, and debates involved. Encourage students to compare and contrast campaign 
dynamics with historical political events and developments. 

• Growing Learners: Provide structured guidelines and resources to help growing learners analyze political campaigns. 
Break down the components of campaigns and use clear examples to illustrate the strategies and messaging employed. 

Democratic Processes: 

• Advanced Learners: Engage advanced learners in critical discussions about the strengths and weaknesses of democratic 
processes, using historical events and current examples. Encourage students to explore alternative democratic models 
and consider the challenges and possibilities of democratic systems. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations of democratic processes, using relatable examples and visual aids. 
Help growing learners understand the basic principles of elections, debates, and compromises through interactive 
activities or simulations. 
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SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.5 Interpret the geographical, social, and political causes, effects, and challenges of 
westward expansion. 
Objectives Vocabulary  

1. Evaluate the reasoning behind the Louisiana Purchase.  

2. Discuss the significance of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  

3. Describe the purpose and challenges of Manifest Destiny.  

4. Analyze the political, religious, and economic incentives of 
Manifest Destiny.  

5. Summarize Andrew Jackson’s role in the expansion of the United 
States (e.g. , Jacksonian Era, “Corrupt Bargain”, Democratic Party, 
Bank War, Nullification Crisis, Indian Removal, etc.).  

6. Examine the motivations and consequences of the Indian 
Removal Act (e.g., Cherokee “Trail of Tears”, etc.). 

• Acquisition 

• Sovereignty 

• Westward 
expansion 

• Frontier 

• Settlers 

• Economic 
opportunities 

• Gold rush 

• Indian Removal Act 

• Manifest Destiny 

 

• Westward migration 

• Jacksonian Era 

• "Corrupt Bargain" 

• Democratic Party 

• Bank War 

• Nullification Crisis 

• Indian Removal Act 

• Cherokee Nation 

• Assimilation  

• Trail of Tears 
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Suggested Instructional Practices (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.5) 

1. Think-Pair-Share: Have students individually think about and evaluate the reasoning behind the Louisiana Purchase. Then, 
pair students up to discuss their thoughts and reasoning. Finally, facilitate a class discussion where pairs share their ideas, 
allowing for a broader understanding of the topic. 

2. Interactive Mapping: Provide students with maps and resources related to the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Have students 
work individually or in small groups to trace the expedition's route, mark important landmarks, and discuss the significance 
of their discoveries. Encourage students to present their findings to the class. 

3. Jigsaw Activity: Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a different aspect of Manifest Destiny (purpose, 
challenges, political incentives, religious incentives, economic incentives). Have each group research their assigned topic and 
become experts in that area. Then, regroup the students so that each new group contains one member from each original 
topic group. In their new groups, students share their findings and collectively create a comprehensive understanding of 
Manifest Destiny. 

4. Debate: Organize a class debate on the political, religious, and economic incentives of Manifest Destiny. Divide the class into 
two groups representing opposing viewpoints. Provide students with resources to support their arguments and guide their 
research. Have students present their arguments and engage in respectful debate, allowing students to analyze the 
incentives from multiple perspectives. 

5. Historical Role-Play: Assign students different roles related to Andrew Jackson's role in the expansion of the United States, 
such as Andrew Jackson himself, a Native American leader, a politician, or a common citizen. Have students research their 
roles and engage in a role-play activity, interacting with one another to understand the perspectives, motivations, and 
consequences of Jackson's actions. 

6. Primary Source Analysis: Provide students with primary sources, such as excerpts from Andrew Jackson's speeches or 
accounts of the Cherokee Trail of Tears. Guide students in analyzing and interpreting these sources, encouraging students to 
consider different perspectives and the motivations and consequences of the Indian Removal Act. Facilitate discussions and 
reflection on the historical context and the impact on Native American tribes. 

7. Project-Based Learning: Assign students to create a multimedia presentation or a research project exploring one of the 
objectives. They can choose topics such as the impact of the Lewis and Clark Expedition on Native American tribes, the 
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political climate during the Jacksonian Era, or the consequences of the Indian Removal Act. Encourage creativity and critical 
thinking, and provide guidance and resources to support their research. 

8. Socratic Seminars: Conduct Socratic seminars where students discuss and critically analyze the objectives, such as the 
reasoning behind the Louisiana Purchase or the motivations of Manifest Destiny. Provide guiding questions to stimulate 
thoughtful discussion and encourage students to support their arguments with evidence from historical sources. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.5) 

1. Louisiana Purchase Debate: Divide the class into groups representing different stakeholders involved in the Louisiana 
Purchase (e.g., President Jefferson, Native American tribes, American farmers, and French officials). Have each group 
research and present arguments supporting their position and engage in a classroom debate discussing the reasoning 
behind the Louisiana Purchase. 

2. Lewis and Clark Expedition Mapping: Provide students with maps of the Lewis and Clark Expedition route and ask students 
to recreate the expedition's journey using modern technology tools (e.g., Google Earth). Students can mark important 
landmarks, document the challenges faced, and discuss the significance of the expedition's discoveries. 

3. Manifest Destiny Discussion: Engage students in a class discussion about the purpose and challenges of Manifest Destiny. 
Encourage students to explore the concept from different perspectives, examining the political, religious, and economic 
incentives behind it. Have students share their opinions and support their arguments with evidence from historical sources. 

4. Economic Incentives of Manifest Destiny: Assign students to research and create presentations or posters that analyze the 
economic incentives of Manifest Destiny. They can explore topics such as the expansion of trade, access to natural 
resources, and opportunities for economic growth. Students should present their findings and discuss the impact of these 
incentives on the nation's development. 

5. Andrew Jackson's Legacy: Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a specific aspect of Andrew Jackson's 
role in the expansion of the United States (e.g., Jacksonian Era, Bank War, Indian Removal Act). Ask students to research 
their assigned topic and create multimedia presentations or short videos summarizing Jackson's contributions and 
evaluating their impact on the nation. 

6. Indian Removal Act Analysis: Provide students with primary and secondary sources related to the Indian Removal Act, such 
as personal accounts, historical documents, and scholarly articles. Ask students to analyze these sources, discuss the 
motivations behind the act, and examine its consequences, particularly focusing on the Cherokee "Trail of Tears." Students 
can present their findings through written reports or oral presentations. 

7. Historical Perspectives on Expansion: Assign students to research different historical figures or groups who had differing 
perspectives on westward expansion, such as Native American leaders, abolitionists, or proponents of Manifest Destiny. 
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Students should present their findings in a role-playing activity or a panel discussion, allowing for a deeper understanding 
of the complexities and diverse viewpoints surrounding expansionism. 

8. Interactive Timeline: Have students create an interactive timeline using digital tools or poster boards, highlighting key 
events related to the objectives. They should include significant moments such as the Louisiana Purchase, the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, passage of the Indian Removal Act, and Andrew Jackson's presidency. Encourage students to incorporate 
visuals, descriptions, and connections between the events. 

9. Multimedia Presentations: Assign each student or small group a specific topic related to the objectives (e.g., Louisiana 
Purchase, Lewis, and Clark Expedition, Indian Removal Act). Students should research their topic and create multimedia 
presentations, such as PowerPoint slideshows, videos, or podcasts, to educate their classmates on the significance and 
impact of their chosen subject. 

10. Historical Inquiry Projects: Allow students to choose a specific aspect related to the objectives that interests students (e.g., 
the impact of Manifest Destiny on Native American tribes, economic consequences of the Louisiana Purchase). Students 
should conduct in-depth research using primary and secondary sources, and then present their findings through written 
reports, presentations, or creative projects such as artwork or dioramas. 
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Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.5) 

1. Economic Impact: Explore the impact of land acquisitions, such as the Louisiana Purchase, on the economic development of 

the United States. Discuss how expanding territory and access to resources can drive economic growth, and draw 

connections to modern-day examples of countries or regions acquiring land for economic purposes. 

2. Environmental Conservation: Discuss the significance of the Lewis and Clark Expedition in documenting and exploring the 

natural resources and biodiversity of the newly acquired western territories. Connect this to modern-day efforts in 

environmental conservation and the importance of preserving natural landscapes and ecosystems. 

3. Manifest Destiny and Global Expansion: Draw connections between Manifest Destiny and contemporary ideas of 

expansionism or imperialism in different parts of the world. Discuss the motives, challenges, and consequences of these 

expansionist ideologies, exploring parallels and differences between historical and modern-day examples. 

4. Political Ideologies: Analyze the political ideologies that fueled Manifest Destiny, such as nationalism and exceptionalism, 

and draw connections to present-day political debates and ideologies. Explore how these ideas shape policies and influence 

international relations in the context of territorial expansion and global influence. 

5. Indigenous Rights: Examine the motivations and consequences of the Indian Removal Act and its impact on Native 

American tribes, particularly the Cherokee "Trail of Tears." Connect this to contemporary issues related to indigenous 

rights, and the ongoing struggles for sovereignty and recognition faced by indigenous communities around the world. 

6. Leadership and Executive Power: Analyze the role of Andrew Jackson in the expansion of the United States during the 

Jacksonian Era. Discuss the exercise of executive power, the implications of strong leadership, and the potential impact of 

individual leaders on shaping the course of a nation. Connect this to current events or historical examples of leadership and 

its influence on national policies. 
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7. Global Exploration and Discovery: Explore the motives and consequences of historical explorations, such as the Lewis and 

Clark Expedition, and connect students to modern-day explorations of space, deep-sea exploration, or scientific research 

expeditions. Discuss the importance of exploration in expanding human knowledge and its impact on society and the 

environment. 

8. Cultural Diversity and Identity: Investigate the impact of westward expansion on the cultural diversity and identity of the 

United States. Discuss how different groups, including Native Americans, immigrants, and enslaved individuals, shaped and 

were affected by the expansionist policies of the time. Connect this to contemporary discussions on multiculturalism, 

diversity, and the complex nature of national identity. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.5) 

Louisiana Purchase Debate: 

• Advanced Learners: Assign advanced learners to take on more complex roles, such as negotiating parties or historians 

analyzing the impact. Expect in-depth research and well-supported arguments backed by a variety of primary and 

secondary sources. Encourage critical thinking, counterarguments, and rebuttals. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations of the stakeholders' positions and arguments. Offer guided research 

materials and scaffolded prompts to support the development of their arguments. Consider providing sentence frames or 

graphic organizers to help structure their ideas. 

Lewis and Clark Expedition Mapping: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to explore additional dimensions of the expedition, such as its scientific 

contributions or interactions with Native American tribes. Encourage students to conduct independent research and 

analyze the expedition's impact on exploration and understanding of the West. 

• Growing Learners: Provide pre-selected resources and simplified maps that highlight the key landmarks and challenges. 

Offer step-by-step instructions or a guided worksheet to help students trace the journey accurately. Provide additional 

visual aids, such as images or videos, to enhance their understanding. 

Manifest Destiny Discussion: 

• Advanced Learners: Foster in-depth analysis and critical thinking by assigning advanced learners specific perspectives to 

argue, such as a religious leader, a politician, or an economist. Encourage students to explore primary sources and 

scholarly articles to support their arguments. Facilitate a structured debate or Socratic seminar format. 

• Growing Learners: Simplify the concept of Manifest Destiny and provide clear explanations of its political, religious, and 

economic aspects. Use visuals, graphic organizers, or simplified readings to support their understanding. Break down the 

discussion into smaller group or partner activities to allow for more focused participation. 
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Economic Incentives of Manifest Destiny: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to conduct extensive research on the economic incentives of Manifest 

Destiny, exploring topics such as trade expansion, access to natural resources, and economic growth opportunities. 

Encourage students to analyze primary sources, economic data, and scholarly articles. Have students create 

comprehensive presentations, research papers, or even economic models to demonstrate their understanding of the 

topic. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations of the economic incentives behind Manifest Destiny, using relatable 

examples and visual aids. Break down the topic into smaller components and provide guided prompts or graphic 

organizers to help structure their research. Offer support and scaffolding when collecting and presenting information. 

Consider using interactive activities or simulations to help students grasp the economic concepts. 

Andrew Jackson's Legacy: 

• Advanced Learners: Engage advanced learners in in-depth research on Andrew Jackson's role in the expansion of the 

United States, assigning students specific aspects like the Jacksonian Era, Bank War, or the Indian Removal Act. Encourage 

students to analyze primary and secondary sources, including historical documents, biographies, and scholarly articles. 

Challenge students to critically evaluate Jackson's contributions and their impact on the nation. Have students create 

multimedia presentations, short films, or analytical essays that demonstrate their understanding and evaluation. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations of Andrew Jackson's role in the expansion of the United States, using 

concise and accessible language. Use visual aids, simplified readings, and storytelling techniques to engage students and 

help students grasp the key concepts. Break down the assigned aspects into smaller components and provide structured 

prompts or graphic organizers to guide their research. Offer support and guidance when creating multimedia 

presentations or summarizing Jackson's contributions. 

Indian Removal Act Analysis: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to conduct comprehensive research on the Indian Removal Act, using 

primary and secondary sources such as personal accounts, historical documents, and scholarly articles. Encourage students 
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to critically analyze the motivations behind the act, examine its consequences, and provide a nuanced understanding of 

the Cherokee "Trail of Tears." Have students present their findings through detailed written reports, oral presentations, or 

even debates that demonstrate their deep understanding of the topic. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations of the Indian Removal Act and its consequences, using visual aids, 

simplified readings, and storytelling techniques. Focus on key events and the impact on Native American tribes, 

particularly the Cherokee "Trail of Tears." Provide structured prompts or graphic organizers to help students analyze 

primary and secondary sources. Offer support and guidance when discussing motivations and consequences, and when 

presenting their findings through written reports or oral presentations. 

Interactive Timeline: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to create an interactive timeline using advanced digital tools or 

platforms. Encourage students to incorporate multimedia elements such as videos, audio clips, and interactive maps to 

enhance the timeline's interactivity. Have students include additional events, beyond the given objectives, that they 

believe are relevant to the overall historical context. Encourage critical thinking by asking students to analyze the 

connections between the events and consider the broader implications of each event on the expansion of the United 

States. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified instructions and templates for creating an interactive timeline using user-friendly 

digital tools or poster boards. Offer pre-selected events and help students organize the timeline in a chronological 

sequence. Provide visual aids and concise descriptions of each event to assist students in understanding the significance of 

the events and their connections. Offer guidance and support as needed during the creation process. 

Multimedia Presentations: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to conduct extensive research on their assigned topic, exploring various 

perspectives and analyzing primary and secondary sources. Encourage students to think critically and creatively while 

developing their multimedia presentations. They can incorporate advanced multimedia elements, use professional 

software for editing videos or creating interactive presentations, and include citations for their sources. Encourage 

students to go beyond the basic information and provide deeper insights or alternative interpretations of the topic. 
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• Growing Learners: Provide clear instructions and guidelines for researching the assigned topic. Offer simplified readings, 

pre-selected sources, or guided research questions to help growing learners gather relevant information. Allow students to 

use user-friendly tools such as PowerPoint, simple video editing software, or online presentation platforms with ready-

made templates. Encourage students to focus on presenting the essential information in a clear and visually appealing 

manner. Offer support and guidance during the creation process. 

Historical Inquiry Projects: 

• Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to select a specific aspect related to the objectives that interests 

students and conduct in-depth research using a wide range of primary and secondary sources. Encourage students to 

critically analyze the sources, synthesize information, and present their findings in a comprehensive and well-structured 

written report, oral presentation, or a combination of both. Encourage students to explore alternative perspectives, 

consider the broader historical context, and incorporate critical thinking and analysis in their final project. 

• Growing Learners: Provide a list of suggested research topics related to the objectives and offer simplified readings and 

accessible sources for gathering information. Provide clear guidelines for conducting research and creating the final 

project, such as written reports, presentations, or creative projects. Offer support in organizing and structuring their 

findings, including providing templates, graphic organizers, or step-by-step instructions. Encourage creativity and provide 

options for visual representations, such as artwork or dioramas, as an alternative to traditional written reports. 
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SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.6: Interpret the causes, effects, and challenges of the Industrial Revolution. 
 

Objectives Vocabulary 

 
1. Summarize the beginning of the Industrial Revolution in 

the United States.  
2. Identify key people and their contributions to the 

Industrial Revolution.  
3. Trace the development of transportation and 

communication systems during the Industrial 
Revolution.  

4. Compare and contrast the cultural, religious, and social 
impact of the Industrial Revolution on America.  

5. Assess how geography influenced the location of 
factories.  

 

• Industrial 
Revolution 

• Industrialization 

• Urbanization 

• Mechanization 

• Factory System 

• Textile Industry 

• Steam Engine 

• Transportation 
Revolution 

 

• Communication 
Revolution 

• Labor Union 

• Laissez-faire 

• Social Stratification 

• Child Labor 

• Interchangeable 
Parts 

• Urbanization 
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Suggested Instructional Practices (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.6) 

1. Industrial Revolution Timeline: Have students create a timeline showcasing the key events and developments of the 

Industrial Revolution in the United States. They can include important inventions, significant milestones, and changes in 

industries. Encourage students to provide brief descriptions and visuals for each item on the timeline. 

2. Biographical Research: Assign each student or small group a notable figure from the Industrial Revolution era. Have students 

conduct research on the individual's contributions, innovations, and impact. Students can create biographical posters, 

presentations, or short videos to share their findings with the class. 

3. Transportation and Communication Systems Mapping: Provide maps or digital tools to students and ask students to trace 

the development of transportation and communication systems during the Industrial Revolution. Students can mark the 

locations of key transportation routes, canals, railroads, and telegraph lines. They should discuss how these advancements 

impacted trade, communication, and the growth of industries. 

4. Cultural, Religious, and Social Impact Analysis: Divide students into small groups and assign each group a specific aspect of 

the Industrial Revolution's impact on America's culture, religion, or society. Students should conduct research to compare 

and contrast the changes brought about by the revolution. They can create presentations, debates, or written reports to 

showcase their analysis. 

5. Geography and Industrialization Investigation: Engage students in a geography-focused activity where they explore how 

geography influenced the location of factories during the Industrial Revolution. Provide maps, data, and resources for 

students to analyze. They can identify regions rich in natural resources, access to waterways, or proximity to markets, and 

discuss how these factors influenced industrialization. 

6. Industrial Revolution Gallery Walk: Set up a gallery walk in the classroom or school hallways with displays of visuals, 

artifacts, and information related to the Industrial Revolution. Assign different topics to students or groups, such as 

inventions, working conditions, or social reforms. Students can create posters or displays to educate their peers about their 

assigned topic. 

7. Primary Source Analysis: Provide students with primary sources from the Industrial Revolution era, such as letters, 

photographs, or newspaper articles. Guide students through analyzing the sources to gain insights into the experiences of 
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individuals, working conditions, or social changes. Students can discuss their findings in small groups or present their analysis 

to the class. 

8. Industrial Revolution Simulation: Create a classroom simulation where students experience aspects of the Industrial 

Revolution. Assign roles such as factory owners, workers, inventors, or reformers. Students can engage in negotiations, make 

decisions, and experience the challenges and opportunities of the era. After the simulation, hold a debriefing discussion to 

reflect on the experiences and lessons learned. 

9. Industrial Revolution Inquiry Projects: Allow students to choose a specific topic or question related to the objectives that 

interests students. They should conduct in-depth research using primary and secondary sources, and then present their 

findings through written reports, presentations, or creative projects such as artwork or dioramas. 

10. Industrial Revolution Debate: Organize a classroom debate where students take on different perspectives related to the 

Industrial Revolution. Topics can include the impact of industrialization on workers, the role of government in regulating 

industries, or the balance between progress and social responsibility. Students can research and prepare arguments to 

support their assigned position and engage in a structured debate. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.6) 

1. Timeline Creation: Have students create a timeline that summarizes the key events and developments at the beginning of 

the Industrial Revolution in the United States. They can include significant dates, inventions, and their impact on society. 

2. Biographical Research: Assign students to research and create biographical profiles of key figures from the Industrial 

Revolution, such as Eli Whitney, Samuel Slater, and Samuel Morse. They should highlight their contributions to the 

industrialization of America. 

3. Invention Showcase: Organize a class "Invention Showcase" where each student selects a significant invention from the 

Industrial Revolution era. They should prepare a presentation explaining the invention's purpose, inventor, and impact on 

society. This can be done individually or in small groups. 

4. Transportation and Communication Evolution: Have students create a visual timeline or infographic that traces the 

development of transportation and communication systems during the Industrial Revolution. They can include inventions 

like the steam engine, the telegraph, and the railroad. 

5. Cultural Impact Debate: Divide the class into two groups and hold a debate. One group should argue the positive cultural 

impacts of the Industrial Revolution on America, while the other group should argue the negative impacts. This activity 

encourages critical thinking and research skills. 

6. Primary Source Analysis: Provide students with primary source documents, such as letters, newspaper articles, or excerpts 

from diaries, written during the Industrial Revolution. Ask students to analyze these sources to gain insights into the social 

and cultural aspects of the time. 

7. Geography and Factory Location Simulation: Create a simulation activity where students consider factors like proximity to 

resources, transportation routes, and markets to decide the optimal locations for factories during the Industrial Revolution. 

This helps students understand the influence of geography on industrial development. 

8. Industrial Revolution Museum: Have students work in groups to create a mini "Industrial Revolution Museum" exhibit. 

Each group can focus on a different aspect, such as inventions, transportation, or social impact, and present their exhibits 

to the class. 
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9. Guest Speaker or Virtual Field Trip: Invite a guest speaker or organize a virtual field trip to a local industrial heritage site or 

museum. This gives students the opportunity to see artifacts and hear firsthand accounts related to the Industrial 

Revolution. 

10. Research Paper: Assign each student a specific topic related to the Industrial Revolution objectives, such as the impact on 

immigration patterns or the role of women in factories. They should conduct research and write a research paper 

summarizing their findings. 
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Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.6) 

1. Field Trip to Industrial Sites: Organize a field trip to local industrial sites or museums that showcase the history of the 
Industrial Revolution. Students can observe and learn about the machinery, tools, and processes used during that time. They 
can also interact with experts or guides who can provide insights into the impact of industrialization on the local community. 

2. Guest Speaker: Invite a guest speaker who has expertise in the field of industrialization, engineering, or technological 
advancements. The speaker can share their experiences, knowledge, and insights on the Industrial Revolution and its 
connections to the modern world. Students can engage in a Q&A session to deepen their understanding and make 
connections to real-world applications. 

3. Research Modern Industries: Assign students to research and analyze modern industries that have been influenced by the 
Industrial Revolution. They can explore sectors such as manufacturing, transportation, communication, or energy 
production. Students should examine how advancements in technology, machinery, and organizational systems have 
transformed these industries and shaped the modern economy. 

4. Impact on Global Economies: Discuss with students the global impact of the Industrial Revolution on various economies. 
Encourage students to research and present case studies on countries or regions that experienced significant 
industrialization and examine the long-term effects on their economic development. Students can also explore how the shift 
in manufacturing and trade patterns has shaped the global economy today. 

5. Environmental Impacts: Explore the environmental consequences of the Industrial Revolution and its relevance to 
contemporary environmental issues. Students can investigate the pollution, resource extraction, and deforestation 
associated with early industrialization. They can then draw connections to modern-day concerns about climate change, 
sustainability, and the need for green technologies. 

6. Labor Movements and Workers' Rights: Engage students in discussions and research on the labor movements that emerged 
during the Industrial Revolution and their impact on workers' rights. Students can examine the struggles faced by workers, 
including poor working conditions, low wages, and lack of legal protections. They can then explore connections to present-
day labor issues and movements advocating for workers' rights. 

7. Technological Innovations: Explore the technological innovations of the Industrial Revolution and their influence on modern 
technology. Students can research and present on inventions such as the steam engine, telegraph, or mechanized 
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production methods. They should discuss how these innovations laid the foundation for subsequent advancements and their 
impact on industries and daily life today. 

8. Social and Economic Inequalities: Investigate the social and economic inequalities that emerged during the Industrial 
Revolution and analyze their parallels in contemporary society. Students can explore income disparities, urbanization 
challenges, and the impact on social classes.  

9. Industrialization in Developing Countries: Study the ongoing industrialization processes in developing countries and draw 
comparisons to the Industrial Revolution. Students can research how these countries are experiencing similar challenges and 
opportunities related to urbanization, labor rights, and economic growth. They can analyze case studies and examine the 
implications for these countries and the global economy. 

10. Ethical Considerations: Engage students in discussions about the ethical considerations associated with industrialization. 
Students can explore topics such as responsible manufacturing practices, fair trade, and sustainable development. They can 
examine how ethical decision-making in business and industry has evolved since the Industrial Revolution and analyze 
contemporary examples of companies that prioritize ethical practices. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.6) 

Industrial Revolution Timeline:  

• For Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to create a detailed and comprehensive timeline that includes 
not only key events and developments but also analyzes the causes and effects of each event. Encourage students 
to research primary sources and scholarly articles to provide in-depth descriptions and analysis of the timeline 
items. Additionally, ask students to make connections between the events on the timeline and the broader 
historical context of the Industrial Revolution.  

• For Growing Learners: Provide a pre-made timeline template with key events and developments already listed. 
Students can focus on understanding the sequence of events and their basic descriptions. Support growing learners 
by providing visuals, simplified explanations, and additional resources such as videos or simplified readings that 
explain the events and their significance. 

Biographical Research:  

• For Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to delve deeper into the biographical research by exploring 
not only the contributions of the notable figures but also the social, economic, and political context in which they 
operated. Ask students to analyze the impact of these individuals on specific industries or societal changes during 
the Industrial Revolution. Challenge students to compare and contrast the contributions of multiple figures and 
evaluate their significance.  

• For Growing Learners: Provide a list of notable figures from the Industrial Revolution and assign each student or 
small group a specific figure to research. Offer simplified biographical resources, such as biographical sketches or 
short videos, that highlight the key contributions and impact of each figure. Support growing learners with guiding 
questions or graphic organizers to help students organize their research and create their presentations. 

Transportation and Communication Systems Mapping:  

• For Advanced Learners: Provide advanced learners with additional resources, such as primary source documents or 
scholarly articles, to deepen their understanding of the development of transportation and communication systems. 
Encourage students to analyze the social, economic, and political implications of these advancements and make 
connections to the broader changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution. Challenge students to critically 
evaluate the significance of specific routes or technologies in transforming industries and society.  
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• For Growing Learners: Simplify the mapping activity by providing pre-made maps or digital tools with the key 
transportation and communication routes already marked. Offer visual aids, such as diagrams or images, to help 
growing learners understand the connections between the routes and the development of industries. Provide 
simplified explanations and support students in identifying the basic significance of the transportation and 
communication advancements. 

Impact on Global Economies:  

• For Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to conduct in-depth research on specific case studies of 
countries or regions that experienced significant industrialization during the Industrial Revolution. Encourage 
students to analyze the economic factors that contributed to industrial growth, such as access to resources, trade 
networks, and technological advancements. Ask students to explore the long-term effects of industrialization on 
these economies, considering factors such as economic inequality, globalization, and the integration of global supply 
chains. Encourage students to make connections to present-day economic issues and trends.  

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations and examples of the global impact of the Industrial 
Revolution on economies. Focus on key concepts such as increased production, trade expansion, and changes in the 
division of labor. Offer visual aids, such as maps or diagrams, to help growing learners understand the 
interconnectedness of global economies. Support students in identifying and discussing a few significant examples 
of countries or regions that were impacted by the Industrial Revolution. 

Environmental Impacts:  

• For Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to explore the environmental consequences of the Industrial 
Revolution in-depth. Encourage students to research and analyze factors such as pollution, resource depletion, 
urbanization, and changes in land use. Ask students to consider the long-term effects of these environmental 
impacts and draw connections to contemporary environmental issues, such as climate change, sustainable 
development, and the need for renewable energy sources. Encourage students to critically evaluate the role of 
technology and industrialization in shaping the current environmental challenges.  

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations of the environmental consequences of the Industrial 
Revolution, focusing on key aspects such as pollution and deforestation. Offer visual aids, such as photographs or 
illustrations, to help growing learners understand the environmental changes that occurred during this time. Engage 
students in discussions about the importance of environmental conservation and how past environmental issues can 
inform present-day concerns. 
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Labor Movements and Workers' Rights:  

• For Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to engage in extensive research on the labor movements that 
emerged during the Industrial Revolution and their impact on workers' rights. Ask students to explore the social, 
economic, and political factors that contributed to the rise of labor movements, such as poor working conditions, 
child labor, and the growth of industrial capitalism. Challenge students to analyze the strategies employed by labor 
activists and the outcomes of these movements in terms of workers' rights and labor legislation. Encourage students 
to make connections to present-day labor issues and debates. 

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations and examples of the labor movements that emerged during 
the Industrial Revolution. Focus on key concepts such as poor working conditions, the formation of unions, and the 
fight for workers' rights. Use relatable examples and stories to help growing learners understand the struggles faced 
by workers during this time. Engage students in discussions about the importance of fair treatment and workers' 
rights in the workplace. 

Technological Innovations:  

• For Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to conduct in-depth research on specific technological 
innovations of the Industrial Revolution and their influence on modern technology. Encourage students to explore 
the scientific principles behind these innovations and the impact they had on industries and society. Ask students to 
analyze the long-term effects of these inventions, considering subsequent technological advancements and their 
societal implications. Encourage students to make connections between historical technological innovations and 
present-day technological developments.  

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations and examples of key technological innovations of the 
Industrial Revolution, such as the steam engine or telegraph. Focus on the basic principles behind these inventions 
and their impact on industries and daily life. Use visual aids, such as images or demonstrations, to help growing 
learners understand the function and significance of these inventions. Engage students in discussions about how 
technological advancements have changed society.  

Social and Economic Inequalities:  

• For Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to conduct in-depth research on the social and economic 
inequalities that emerged during the Industrial Revolution. Encourage students to analyze the causes and 
consequences of these inequalities, considering factors such as class divisions, urbanization, and access to 
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resources. Ask students to draw parallels between historical inequalities and contemporary issues, such as income 
inequality, wealth gaps, and social mobility.  

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations of social and economic inequalities during the Industrial 
Revolution. Focus on key aspects such as the gap between the rich and the poor, working conditions, and the 
challenges faced by different social classes. Use relatable examples and stories to help growing learners understand 
the impact of these inequalities. Engage students in discussions about the importance of fairness and equality in 
society. 

Industrialization in Developing Countries:  

• For Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to research and analyze the ongoing industrialization 
processes in developing countries. Ask students to explore the challenges and opportunities associated with 
industrialization, such as urbanization, labor rights, and economic growth. Challenge students to draw comparisons 
to the Industrial Revolution, examining similarities and differences. Encourage students to analyze case studies of 
specific countries and the implications of their industrialization for both the local economies and the global 
economy.  

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations and examples of the ongoing industrialization processes in 
developing countries. Focus on key concepts such as urbanization, job creation, and economic growth. Use visual 
aids, such as images or maps, to help growing learners understand the impact of industrialization in these countries. 
Engage students in discussions about the benefits and challenges of industrialization for developing nations. 

Ethical Considerations:  

• For Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to explore the ethical considerations associated with 
industrialization in-depth. Encourage students to research and analyze topics such as responsible manufacturing 
practices, fair trade, and sustainable development. Ask students to examine how ethical decision-making in business 
and industry has evolved since the Industrial Revolution and discuss the implications for workers, communities, and 
the environment. Encourage students to analyze contemporary examples of companies that prioritize ethical 
practices and critically evaluate their impact.  

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations and examples of ethical considerations associated with 
industrialization. Focus on key aspects such as fair treatment of workers, environmental sustainability, and 
responsible business practices. Use relatable examples and stories to help growing learners understand the 
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importance of ethical decision-making. Engage students in discussions about the impact of ethical practices on 
workers, communities, and the environment.  
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SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.7: Evaluate the impact of social and political reforms on the development of American society. 
 
 

 

Suggested Instructional Practices (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.7) 

Objectives Vocabulary  

1. Examine abolitionists’ role in bringing attention to the impact of slavery on the nation 

(e.g., Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison, Harriet Beecher Stowe, etc.).   

2. Examine the actions of enslaved people to resist the institution of slavery (e.g., Negro 

Spirituals, Harriet Tubman, Nat Turner rebellion, etc.).  

3. Compare and contrast the philosophies of natural rights expressed in the Declaration 

of Independence and the Declaration of Sentiments (e.g., “all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights”, etc.).   

4.  Examine leaders of the Women’s Suffrage Movement and their goals and strategies 

(e.g., Dorothea Dix, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, Susan B. Anthony, etc.). 

    
 

•    Abolitionists 

•    Frederick Douglass 

•    William Lloyd Garrison 

•    Harriet Beecher Stowe 

•    Enslaved Africans 

•    Negro Spirituals 

• Harriet Tubman 

• Nat Turner 

• Susan B. Anthony 
 

 

 
 

• Natural rights 

• Declaration of Independence 

• Declaration of Sentiments 

• Creator 

• Unalienable Rights 

• Women's Suffrage Movement 

• Dorothea Dix 

• Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

• Lucretia Mott 
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1. Primary Source Analysis: Provide students with primary sources such as speeches, writings, or photographs from abolitionists, 
enslaved individuals, suffragettes, and other relevant historical figures. Guide students in analyzing and interpreting these sources 
to understand the perspectives and experiences of those involved in the movements. 

2. Research Projects: Assign students research projects on specific abolitionists, enslaved individuals, or suffragettes. Encourage 
students to delve into the lives, contributions, and impact of these historical figures. Students can present their findings through 
written reports, presentations, or multimedia projects. 

3. Debates and Discussions: Organize debates or class discussions on the different strategies and philosophies employed by 
abolitionists and suffragettes. Encourage students to articulate their opinions, support their arguments with evidence, and engage 
in respectful dialogue about the effectiveness and challenges of these approaches. 

4. Biographical Presentations: Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a leader from the abolitionist or suffrage 
movements. Have students research the assigned leader and create multimedia presentations highlighting their goals, strategies, 
and impact on the respective movements. Encourage students to present their findings to the class. 

5. Document Analysis: Provide students with excerpts from the Declaration of Independence and the Declaration of Sentiments. 
Guide students in comparing and contrasting the philosophies of natural rights expressed in these documents. Discuss the 
significance of these ideas in shaping American history and the progression of civil rights movements. 

6. Role-playing Activities: Assign students roles of historical figures such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, or suffragettes in 
mock scenarios or simulations. Students can engage in role-playing activities to better understand the perspectives and challenges 
faced by these individuals, fostering empathy and critical thinking skills. 

7. Multimedia Presentations: Encourage students to create multimedia presentations, such as slideshows, videos, or podcasts, that 
showcase the impact of abolitionists, enslaved individuals, and suffragettes. Students can use various digital tools to present their 
research, share historical narratives, and raise awareness about these important historical figures and their causes. 

8. Field Trips and Guest Speakers: Arrange field trips to local historical sites, museums, or invite guest speakers who can provide 
firsthand accounts or expert knowledge on abolitionists, enslaved individuals, or suffragettes. These experiences can deepen 
students' understanding of the historical context and the significance of these movements. 

9. Inquiry-based Projects: Provide students with open-ended inquiry projects that allow students to explore topics related to the 
objectives. For example, students can investigate lesser-known figures in the abolitionist or suffrage movements, analyze the impact 
of regional differences on these movements, or research the intersectionality of race and gender in the fight for civil rights. 
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10. Reflective Writing: Integrate reflective writing activities where students can express their thoughts, insights, and questions related 
to the objectives. Prompt students to connect the historical struggles and achievements of these movements to contemporary 
issues of civil rights. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.7) 

1. Abolitionist Character Profiles: Assign each student or small group an abolitionist figure such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, or William Lloyd Garrison. Have students research and create character profiles that highlight the 
individual's background, contributions, and impact on the abolitionist movement. Students can present their profiles to the 
class or create a gallery walk where classmates can learn about different abolitionists. 

2. Underground Railroad Simulation: Organize an interactive simulation of the Underground Railroad, where students 
assume the roles of escaped slaves, conductors, and station masters. They can navigate through various stations, learn 
about the challenges faced by escaping slaves, and experience the network of support that assisted students on their 
journey to freedom. 

3. Debate: Divide the class into two groups, one representing the perspective of abolitionists and the other representing the 
perspective of pro-slavery advocates. Engage in a debate where students articulate their arguments, drawing upon 
historical evidence and primary sources to support their positions. This activity encourages critical thinking, research, and 
public speaking skills. 

4. Document Analysis: Provide students with excerpts from influential documents such as Frederick Douglass's speeches, 
writings by Harriet Beecher Stowe, or the Nat Turner rebellion confessions. Guide students in analyzing and interpreting 
these documents, discussing their significance in advancing the abolitionist cause or highlighting resistance to slavery. 

5. Women's Suffrage Timeline: Have students create a timeline showcasing key events and milestones in the Women's 
Suffrage Movement. They can include important figures, significant protests or conventions, and the eventual ratification of 
the 19th Amendment. Encourage students to provide brief descriptions and visuals for each event on the timeline. 

6. Mock Suffrage Convention: Organize a mock suffrage convention where students take on the roles of prominent 
suffragettes, such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, or Lucretia Mott. Students can research their assigned 
suffragette, prepare speeches advocating for women's rights, and engage in a convention-style discussion about suffrage 
issues and strategies. 

7. Multimedia Presentations: Assign students or small groups specific topics related to the objectives, such as the impact of 
Harriet Tubman's efforts or the role of Dorothea Dix in advocating for mental health reforms. Students can conduct 
research, create multimedia presentations (e.g., PowerPoint slideshows, videos, podcasts), and share their findings with 
the class. 
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8. Declaration of Independence vs. Declaration of Sentiments Comparison: Provide students with copies of the Declaration 
of Independence and the Declaration of Sentiments. Ask students to compare and contrast the philosophies of natural 
rights expressed in these documents. Students can identify similarities, differences, and discuss the implications of these 
ideas for different marginalized groups throughout history. 

9. Primary Source Analysis: Distribute primary sources such as newspaper articles, speeches, or letters related to the 
abolitionist movement or suffrage movement. Students can analyze these sources to gain insight into the perspectives, 
strategies, and challenges faced by abolitionists and suffragettes. They can discuss the historical context and significance of 
the sources in small groups or as a class. 

10. Gallery Walk: Create a gallery walk where students display their research findings, projects, or visual representations 
related to abolitionists, resistance to slavery, philosophies of natural rights, and the Women's Suffrage Movement. 
Classmates can move around the gallery, view each other's work, and engage in discussions about the different aspects of 
these historical movements. 
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Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.7) 

1. Guest Speaker: Invite a local historian, scholar, or activist specializing in the abolitionist movement, the Underground Railroad, 

or women's suffrage to speak to the class. The guest speaker can provide insights into the historical context, share personal 

stories or research, and answer students' questions. 

2. Field Trip: Organize a field trip to a local museum, historical site, or exhibition that focuses on the abolitionist movement or 

women's suffrage. This firsthand experience allows students to see artifacts, documents, and interactive displays that bring the 

history to life. 

3. Community Engagement: Encourage students to engage with local organizations. 

4. Literature Circle: Assign students to read and discuss relevant literature such as memoirs, biographies, or historical fiction books 

related to abolitionists, resistance to slavery, or women's suffrage. Students can form literature circles, read assigned books, and 

participate in discussions to deepen their understanding of the historical figures and their impact. 

5. Current Events Analysis: Have students analyze and discuss current events or news articles that highlight ongoing struggles for 

civil rights. Students can make connections between historical movements and contemporary issues, fostering critical thinking 

and encouraging students to become informed global citizens. 

6. Community Oral History Project: Task students with conducting interviews with community members who have lived 

experiences related to civil rights. Students can create oral history projects, documenting personal narratives and insights into 

the ongoing fight for justice and equality. 

7. Digital Media Project: Assign students to create short videos, podcasts, or social media campaigns that raise awareness about 

historical figures, events, or ongoing movements. Students can research, script, and produce multimedia content to share with a 

broader audience, using technology to amplify voices and spark conversations. 

8. Civic Engagement: Encourage students to participate in civic activities, such as attending city council meetings, writing letters to 

elected officials, or organizing awareness campaigns within the school or local community. This empowers students to take 

action and make a difference on issues they care about. 
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9. Service Learning Project: Collaborate with local organizations and design a service learning project. Students can volunteer, 

support initiatives, or raise funds to contribute to the ongoing efforts to address inequalities in their community. 

10. Reflective Journals: Assign students to keep reflective journals throughout the unit, where they can express their thoughts, 

emotions, and connections to the historical figures and movements studied. These journals provide an opportunity for self-

reflection and personal growth, allowing students to process their learning and develop empathy and understanding. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.7) 

Abolitionist Character Profiles: 

• For Advanced Learners: In addition to researching and creating character profiles, challenge advanced learners to analyze 
the broader impact of their assigned abolitionist figure on the abolitionist movement. Encourage students to explore the 
influence of their figure's writings, speeches, or activism on public opinion and the progress of the movement. 

• For Growing Learners: Provide structured templates or guided research materials to help growing learners gather 
information about their assigned abolitionist figure. Offer support in organizing the information and emphasize the key 
contributions and impact of the figure on the abolitionist movement. 

Underground Railroad Simulation: 

• For Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to conduct additional research on specific aspects of the Underground 
Railroad, such as prominent routes or influential conductors. Challenge students to incorporate historical accuracy into the 
simulation and lead discussions on the strategies used by escaped slaves and conductors. 

• For Growing Learners: Provide clear instructions and guidance throughout the simulation. Offer simplified narratives and 
resources to help growing learners understand the challenges faced by escaped slaves and the role of conductors and station 
masters in facilitating their journey to freedom. 

Debate: 

• For Advanced Learners: Assign advanced learners specific research topics related to the perspectives of abolitionists and pro-
slavery advocates. Challenge students to delve into primary sources, scholarly articles, and historical documents to develop 
nuanced arguments that go beyond surface-level understanding. Encourage students to consider the political, economic, and 
social factors that influenced these perspectives. 

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified summaries of the arguments made by abolitionists and pro-slavery advocates. 
Offer guiding questions and prompts to help growing learners structure their arguments and support students with basic 
historical evidence. Provide scaffolding during the debate to ensure all students have opportunities to contribute and 
express their thoughts. 

Document Analysis: 

• For Advanced Learners: Provide advanced learners with longer or more complex excerpts from the influential documents. 
Encourage students to conduct in-depth analysis, examining the rhetorical devices, persuasive techniques, and underlying 
themes present in the texts. Challenge students to make connections between the documents and broader historical 
contexts. 
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• For Growing Learners: Offer simplified versions of the excerpts, providing annotations or explanations to help growing 
learners understand the main ideas and key arguments. Provide guided questions to focus their analysis and facilitate 
discussion about the significance of the documents in the abolitionist movement or women's rights advocacy. 

Women's Suffrage Timeline: 

• For Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to go beyond the basic timeline by incorporating additional events, 
such as international suffrage movements or the contributions of lesser-known suffragettes. Challenge students to include 
primary sources or quotes from key figures to provide deeper insights into each event. 

• For Growing Learners: Provide a pre-made timeline with the key events and milestones already included. Offer structured 
templates or graphic organizers to help growing learners summarize the significance of each event, including the individuals 
involved and the impact on the women's suffrage movement. 

Mock Suffrage Convention: 

• For Advanced Learners: Assign advanced learners specific roles of prominent suffragettes and ask students to prepare in-depth 
speeches and arguments based on historical evidence and primary sources. Encourage students to critically analyze the 
strategies and challenges faced by suffragettes during the time. Facilitate in-depth discussions and debates during the mock 
convention. 

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified summaries or key points for each suffragette's role. Offer structured prompts or guided 
questions to help growing learners prepare their speeches. Provide support and scaffolding during the mock convention to 
ensure all students can participate and contribute. 

Multimedia Presentations: 

• For Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to delve into more complex aspects of their assigned topics, such as 
analyzing the long-term impact of Harriet Tubman's efforts on the Underground Railroad or exploring the broader reforms 
advocated by Dorothea Dix. Encourage students to incorporate multimedia elements creatively and critically analyze the 
significance of their chosen topic. 

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified summaries or key points related to their assigned topics. Offer templates or guided 
outlines for the multimedia presentations to help growing learners organize their information. Provide support in selecting 
appropriate visuals or multimedia elements to enhance their presentations. 

Industrial Revolution Simulation: 
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• For Advanced Learners: Provide advanced learners with more complex scenarios and challenges during the simulation. 
Encourage students to critically analyze the economic, social, and environmental impacts of the Industrial Revolution. Prompt 
students to propose innovative solutions or reforms to address the challenges faced by different stakeholders. 

• For Growing Learners: Simplify the simulation and provide clear guidelines and instructions for each role. Offer support and 
scaffolding to help growing learners understand the historical context and implications of their decisions. Conduct a guided 
reflection after the simulation to help students make connections between the simulation and real-world events. 

Industrial Revolution Inquiry Projects: 

• For Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to choose more complex and nuanced topics or questions related to the 
Industrial Revolution. Encourage students to conduct extensive research using a wide range of primary and secondary sources, 
including historical documents, economic data, and scholarly articles. Guide students in critically analyzing the information and 
synthesizing their findings into comprehensive reports or presentations. 

• For Growing Learners: Provide a list of suggested topics or questions related to the objectives to help growing learners get 
started. Offer guidance and support in finding appropriate resources and conducting research. Provide simplified templates or 
graphic organizers to help students organize their findings and present students in a clear and structured manner. 

Industrial Revolution Debate: 

• For Advanced Learners: Assign advanced learners more complex and nuanced debate topics related to the Industrial Revolution. 
Encourage students to conduct in-depth research to develop well-rounded arguments and counterarguments. Facilitate in-depth 
discussions and encourage critical thinking, evidence-based reasoning, and effective communication skills. 

• For Growing Learners: Provide simplified debate topics and clear guidelines for each assigned perspective. Offer structured 
prompts or graphic organizers to help growing learners gather key points and evidence to support their arguments. Provide 
support during the debate by allowing students to work in pairs or small groups and offering guidance in formulating their 
arguments. 
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SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.8: Assess the social and economic conflicts between the North and South that led to the American 
Civil War. 

Objectives Vocabulary 

1. Trace the origins and development of slavery in the United States.  

2. Describe the impact of the Industrial Revolution in northern states.  

3. Evaluate the importance of agriculture in southern states. 

4. Analyze the impact of the cotton gin on all social classes.  

5. Examine impact of slavery on the nation’s political, social, religious, 

economic, and cultural development.   

6. Identify major legislation and Supreme Court decisions that strived 

to both overturn and preserve slavery resulting in sectional strife 

(e.g., Missouri, Compromise, Compromise of 1850, Fugitive Slave 

Acts, Kansas-Nebraska Act, Underground Railroad, Dred Scott, etc.). 

• Slavery 

• Industrial 
Revolution 

• Agriculture 

• Cotton Gin 

• Social Classes 
 

• Missouri Compromise 

• Compromise of 1850 

• Fugitive Slave Acts 

• Kansas-Nebraska Act 

• Underground Railroad 

• Dred Scott 
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Suggested Instructional Practices (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.8) 

1. Primary Source Analysis: Provide students with primary source documents such as historical texts, diaries, or images related 

to the origins and development of slavery. Guide students in analyzing and interpreting these sources to gain a deeper 

understanding of the topic. 

2. Timeline Creation: Have students create a timeline that traces the origins and development of slavery in the United States. 

They can include key events, legislation, and significant historical figures to visualize the chronological progression of slavery. 

3. Case Studies: Assign students specific regions or states to research and present case studies on the impact of the Industrial 

Revolution. They can explore how industrialization transformed the northern states economically, socially, and culturally, and 

present their findings to the class. 

4. Debates and Discussions: Organize class debates or discussions focusing on the impact of the cotton gin on different social 

classes. Encourage students to research and present arguments from the perspectives of various groups affected by this 

invention, such as plantation owners, enslaved individuals, or textile workers. 

5. Multidisciplinary Projects: Engage students in interdisciplinary projects that explore the impact of slavery on the nation's 

political, social, religious, economic, and cultural development. For example, students can create multimedia presentations, 

posters, or essays that analyze these different aspects and their interconnectedness. 

6. Legislative Analysis: Assign students the task of researching and analyzing major legislation and Supreme Court decisions 

related to slavery. They can create visual representations, such as concept maps or infographics, that illustrate the impact 

and implications of these laws on the sectional strife in the United States. 

7. Field Trips and Guest Speakers: Organize field trips to historical sites, museums, or exhibitions that provide a deeper 

understanding of the objectives. Alternatively, invite guest speakers, such as historians or experts in the field, to share their 

knowledge and insights with the students. 

8. Inquiry-Based Research Projects: Encourage students to pursue inquiry-based research projects related to the objectives. 

Provide them with guiding questions or prompts to explore specific aspects of slavery, the Industrial Revolution, or legislative 

actions. Students can then present their findings through reports, presentations, or creative projects. 
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9. Literature Study: Incorporate literature that explores the themes of slavery, industrialization, and related legislation into the 

curriculum. Assign novels, memoirs, or historical fiction books that provide insights into the experiences and perspectives of 

individuals affected by these historical events. 

10. Reflective Writing and Journaling: Integrate reflective writing activities or journaling prompts throughout the learning 

process. Encourage students to express their thoughts, reflections, and connections to the objectives, allowing for personal 

engagement and metacognitive development. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.8) 

Origins and Development of Slavery: 

• Research Project: Assign students the task of researching the origins and development of slavery in the United States. They 
can investigate the Atlantic slave trade, slavery in colonial America, and the expansion of slavery in the Southern states. 
Students can create written reports, presentations, or multimedia projects to share their findings. 

• Timeline Creation: Have students create a timeline showcasing key events and milestones in the history of slavery. They 
should include important dates, legislation, significant individuals, and major turning points. This activity helps students 
visualize the chronological progression of slavery in the United States. 

Impact of the Industrial Revolution in Northern States: 

• Documentary Viewing: Show students documentaries or video clips that highlight the impact of the Industrial Revolution in 
northern states. This can include topics such as urbanization, factory systems, labor conditions, and technological 
advancements. Afterward, engage in class discussions to analyze and reflect on the effects of industrialization on society 
and the economy. 

• Primary Source Analysis: Provide students with primary sources, such as firsthand accounts or newspaper articles, that 
describe the experiences of individuals living in northern industrial cities during the Industrial Revolution. Students can 
analyze the sources and discuss the social, economic, and cultural changes brought about by industrialization. 

Importance of Agriculture in Southern States: 

• Virtual Farm Tour: Take students on a virtual tour of a modern-day agricultural operation in a southern state. They can 
learn about different types of farming, the cultivation of cash crops, and the role of agriculture in the local economy. 
Students can engage in discussions and reflection activities to understand the importance of agriculture in the region. 

• Case Study Analysis: Assign students case studies of specific crops or agricultural practices that were significant in the 
southern states, such as cotton or tobacco. Students should research the cultivation methods, economic impact, and labor 
systems associated with these crops. They can then present their findings to the class and discuss the significance of 
agriculture in the southern economy. 

Impact of the Cotton Gin on All Social Classes: 
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• Simulation Activity: Organize a classroom simulation where students take on different roles representing various social 
classes affected by the cotton gin. They can experience firsthand the changes brought about by the invention and discuss 
the economic, social, and cultural consequences. 

• Writing Prompts: Provide writing prompts that encourage students to reflect on the impact of the cotton gin on different 
social classes. Prompts can include questions about the effects on enslaved individuals, plantation owners, small farmers, 
and textile workers. Students can write journal entries, essays, or short stories to express their understanding and 
perspective. 

Examination of Slavery's Impact on the Nation: 

• Group Discussions: Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a specific aspect (political, social, religious, 
economic, or cultural) to examine. Students should discuss and analyze how slavery influenced each aspect and present 
their findings to the class. 

• Gallery Walk: Set up a gallery walk where students create visual displays or posters showcasing the impact of slavery on 
different aspects of the nation's development. Each display should include key information, images, and quotes to support 
their analysis. 

Major Legislation and Supreme Court Decisions: 

• Supreme Court Analysis: Assign students Supreme Court cases related to slavery and have students analyze the decisions 
and their impact. Students can present their findings, discuss the legal reasoning, and evaluate the effects of these 
decisions on the nation's sectional strife. 

• Legislative Debates: Divide the class into small groups, assigning each group a major legislative act related to slavery. 
Students should research the act, its purpose, and its impact. They can then engage in a structured debate where they 
defend or critique the act and discuss the sectional tensions it contributed to. 

 

 

 

 



EARLY USH       SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Mississippi Department of Education  |  Social Studies – Early US History IPG  |  2024          88 
 

Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.8) 
1. Visit Historical Sites: Take students on field trips to historical sites related to slavery, such as plantations, Underground 

Railroad stations, or museums dedicated to the history of slavery. This allows students to see firsthand the physical 

locations and artifacts connected to the origins and development of slavery. 

2. Guest Speakers: Invite guest speakers, such as historians, authors, or activists, who can provide insights into the impact of 

the Industrial Revolution or the legacy of slavery. These experts can share their knowledge, personal experiences, and 

perspectives, helping students make real-world connections to the topics. 

3. Community Engagement: Encourage students to engage with their local community and organizations that address issues 

related to agriculture. This could involve volunteering at community gardens, participating in food drives, or partnering 

with local advocacy groups to raise awareness about the importance of agriculture or the history of slavery. 

4. Research Projects: Assign students research projects that involve investigating contemporary issues connected to the 

objectives. For example, students can research and present on modern-day labor practices in industries affected by the 

Industrial Revolution or examine the ongoing impact of slavery on present-day economic, social, or cultural systems. 

5. Multimedia Presentations: Ask students to create multimedia presentations that explore real-world examples or case 

studies related to the objectives. They can use current news articles, videos, or online resources to demonstrate how the 

impact of slavery or the Industrial Revolution continues to shape society today. 

6. Service-Learning Projects: Engage students in service-learning projects that address inequality, or agricultural 

sustainability. This could involve partnering with local organizations that support marginalized communities, working on 

initiatives to promote fair trade, or participating in environmental conservation projects that connect to the importance of 

agriculture. 

7. Interdisciplinary Connections: Encourage students to make connections between the objectives and other subject areas, 

such as literature, art, or economics. For example, they can analyze literary works or artworks that depict the experiences 

of enslaved individuals or explore economic concepts related to the impact of the Industrial Revolution on different 

regions. 

8. Community Dialogues: Facilitate community dialogues or panel discussions where students can engage in conversations 

with community members, experts, and peers about the historical and contemporary implications of slavery and the 
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Industrial Revolution. This provides opportunities for students to listen to diverse perspectives and develop critical thinking 

and communication skills. 

9. Current Events Analysis: Assign students to research and analyze current events or news articles that highlight issues 

related to slavery, agricultural practices, or the industrial sector. They can present their findings and lead class discussions 

on how these events connect to the historical context and ongoing impact of the objectives. 

10. Reflective Journals: Ask students to maintain reflective journals throughout the unit, where they can write about their 

personal thoughts, connections, and realizations related to the objectives. This helps students develop a deeper 

understanding of the historical and contemporary relevance of the topics and encourages self-reflection. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.8) 

Research Project: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to delve deeper into specific aspects of the origins and development of 

slavery. Encourage students to explore primary sources, scholarly articles, and historical archives to gather 

comprehensive and nuanced information. Additionally, provide opportunities for advanced learners to present their 

findings in more sophisticated formats such as academic essays, multimedia presentations, or debates. 

• Growing Learners: Provide additional guidance and scaffolding for growing learners to ensure their research is focused 

and manageable. Offer a curated list of resources and materials to help students gather information effectively. Provide 

templates or graphic organizers to support the organization and structure of their written reports or presentations. Offer 

frequent check-ins and support during the research process. 

Timeline Creation: 

• Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to create comprehensive and detailed timelines that include lesser-

known events and perspectives related to the history of slavery. Challenge students to incorporate primary sources, 

images, and multimedia elements to enhance the timeline's richness. Provide opportunities for advanced learners to 

analyze and interpret the significance of each event on the timeline, fostering critical thinking and historical 

understanding. 

• Growing Learners: Simplify the task by providing a pre-made template or outline for the timeline creation. Offer a list of 

key events and their descriptions to support growing learners in completing the timeline accurately. Provide visual aids or 

graphics that can be used as reference materials. Offer additional support and guidance during the creation process, 

ensuring that growing learners understand the significance of each event on the timeline. 

Documentary Viewing: 

• Advanced Learners: Assign advanced learners to critically analyze and evaluate multiple documentaries or video clips that 

explore different perspectives on the impact of the Industrial Revolution in northern states. Encourage students to 

compare and contrast the information presented, identify biases or limitations in the documentaries, and conduct 

additional research to deepen their understanding. Engage students in thoughtful discussions or debates to examine the 

complexities of industrialization's impact. 
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• Growing Learners: Select a documentary or video clip that provides a clear and accessible overview of the impact of the 

Industrial Revolution in northern states. Provide guided viewing questions to help growing learners focus on key concepts 

and main ideas. Offer support during class discussions, ensuring that growing learners have opportunities to share their 

thoughts and ask clarifying questions. 

Primary Source Analysis: 

• Advanced Learners: Provide advanced learners with a range of primary sources from diverse perspectives, including 

accounts from workers, factory owners, reformers, and journalists. Encourage students to analyze the sources critically, 

considering the biases, motivations, and reliability of the authors. Challenge students to make connections between the 

primary sources and broader historical themes or concepts. Facilitate in-depth discussions that explore the complexities 

and contradictions of industrialization. 

• Growing Learners: Select primary sources that are more accessible and provide clear context for growing learners. Offer 

simplified versions or excerpts of primary sources, focusing on key passages that highlight the experiences of individuals 

living in northern industrial cities. Provide guided questions to help growing learners analyze the sources and identify 

important details. Offer additional support during class discussions, ensuring that growing learners feel comfortable 

sharing their insights and perspectives. 

 

Case Analysis 

•  Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to delve deeper into the case studies by exploring the historical, 

economic, and social contexts surrounding the cultivation of specific crops in the southern states. Encourage students to 

examine the role of slave labor, the impact on international trade, and the connections between agricultural practices 

and the growth of the southern economy. Prompt students to critically analyze the long-term effects of these crops on 

the region. Encourage advanced learners to present their findings in a comprehensive and well-supported manner, 

incorporating additional research and engaging in meaningful discussions. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified case studies that focus on key aspects of specific crops or agricultural practices in 

the southern states. Break down the research into manageable steps, providing clear guidance on how to investigate 

cultivation methods, economic impact, and labor systems. Offer support materials, such as simplified articles or visual 

aids, to help growing learners comprehend the information. Create opportunities for small group discussions or 
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collaborative presentations where growing learners can work together and support each other in understanding the 

significance of agriculture in the southern economy. 

Group Discussions: 

• Advanced Learners: Provide advanced learners with thought-provoking questions and prompts to guide their discussions. 

Encourage students to delve into nuanced aspects of slavery's impact on the nation, such as analyzing the long-term 

effects or exploring the intersectionality of various aspects. Encourage students to critically evaluate different 

perspectives and engage in meaningful dialogue. 

• Growing Learners: Offer additional support by providing structured discussion questions and scaffolding the discussion 

process. Break down the topic into smaller subtopics or guiding questions to help growing learners focus their 

discussions. Provide visual aids or graphic organizers to assist in organizing their thoughts and ideas. 

Gallery Walk: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to go beyond surface-level analysis and create visually compelling 

displays that incorporate in-depth research, connections, and interpretations. Encourage students to include diverse 

perspectives and present their findings in a creative and engaging manner. Consider incorporating technology or 

multimedia elements to enhance the visual displays. 

• Growing Learners: Provide clear guidelines and templates to support growing learners in creating their displays. Offer 

prompts and guiding questions to help students organize their thoughts and gather relevant information. Consider 

providing additional resources, such as simplified texts or visual aids, to assist growing learners in understanding and 

representing the impact of slavery on different aspects of the nation's development. 

Supreme Court Analysis: 

• Advanced Learners: Assign complex Supreme Court cases related to slavery that require advanced analysis and critical 

thinking. Encourage advanced learners to delve into the legal reasoning, precedents, and constitutional interpretations 

involved in each case. Ask students to evaluate the long-term implications of the decisions on the nation's sectional strife, 

considering both immediate effects and broader historical context. Encourage students to present their findings in a 

comprehensive and well-supported manner, incorporating primary and secondary sources. 
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• Growing Learners: Provide simplified versions of Supreme Court cases related to slavery, focusing on key concepts, 

arguments, and outcomes. Offer guidance and support in analyzing the decisions and their impact. Break down complex 

legal language into more accessible terms and provide graphic organizers or templates to help growing learners organize 

their analysis. Encourage students to present their findings in a clear and concise manner, highlighting the main points 

and connections. 

Legislative Debates: 

• Advanced Learners: Assign major legislative acts related to slavery that were subject to intense debate and controversy. 

Challenge advanced learners to conduct in-depth research on the act, its historical context, and the arguments put forth 

by its supporters and critics. Encourage students to analyze the act's purpose, its impact on sectional tensions, and its role 

in shaping the nation's history. Facilitate structured debates where advanced learners can present their arguments, 

engage in critical discussions, and respond to counterarguments. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified explanations and summaries of major legislative acts related to slavery. Focus on 

key aspects, such as the purpose of the act, the viewpoints of its supporters and opponents, and its impact on sectional 

tensions. Offer support and scaffolding in conducting research and gathering relevant information. Facilitate small group 

discussions where growing learners can express their understanding, share their perspectives, and participate in guided 

debates with clear guidelines and prompts. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



EARLY USH       SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Mississippi Department of Education  |  Social Studies – Early US History IPG  |  2024          94 
 

SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 

 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.9: Identify key people and evaluate the significant events of the American Civil War. 

Objectives Vocabulary 

1.  Analyze the reasons for the Civil War (e.g., slavery, states’ rights, etc.). 

2. Examine key battles and plans which shaped decisions for the North and the 
South (e.g., Fort Hood, First Bull Run, Shiloh, Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, 
Sherman March, Anaconda Plan, etc.).   

3. Identify significant political and military leaders from the North and the South 
and examine their contributions.   

4. Evaluate the contributions of women, African Americans, and other minority 
groups to the war effort (e.g., Clara Barton, 54th Massachusetts Regiment, 
Native Americans, etc.).   

5. Analyze the factors that led to the Northern victory of the Civil War (e.g., total 
war, industrial, population, resources, technological advantages, etc.).   

6.  Analyze key government documents and actions of the Civil War (e.g., 
Emancipation Proclamation, Gettysburg Address, draft laws, etc.). 

 

• Civil War 

• Fort Hood 

• First Bull Run 

• Shiloh 

• Antietam 

• Vicksburg 

• Gettysburg 

• Sherman's March 

• Anaconda Plan 
 

 

• Clara Barton 

• 54th Massachusetts Regiment 

• Total war 

• Emancipation Proclamation 

• Gettysburg Address 

• Draft laws 

• States' rights 
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Suggested Instructional Practices (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.9) 

1. Jigsaw Activity: Divide students into small groups and assign each group a specific reason for the Civil War, such as slavery 
or states' rights. Have each group research and analyze their assigned reason, and then regroup with members from other 
groups who researched different reasons. Students can share their findings and engage in a discussion to develop a 
comprehensive understanding of the causes of the Civil War. 

2. Battle Analysis: Assign each student or small group a key battle from the Civil War, such as Gettysburg or Vicksburg. Have 
students research and analyze the battle, including the strategies employed, key decisions made, and the impact on the 
outcome of the war. Students can present their findings to the class, emphasizing the significance of these battles in shaping 
the course of the war. 

3. Biographical Research: Assign students to research and present significant political and military leaders from both the North 
and the South during the Civil War. Each student or group can focus on one leader, examining their background, 
contributions, and impact on the war. Encourage students to compare and contrast the leadership styles and strategies of 
the different leaders. 

4. Group Projects: Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a specific contribution of women, African Americans, 
or other minority groups to the war effort. Students can research and create presentations, posters, or multimedia projects 
that highlight the important roles played by these individuals or groups. Encourage students to explore the challenges they 
faced and the significance of their contributions. 

5. Factors Analysis: Engage students in a discussion or debate about the factors that led to the Northern victory in the Civil 
War. Provide students with a list of factors such as total war, industrial advantages, population advantages, resources, and 
technological advancements. Encourage students to analyze and prioritize these factors, supporting their arguments with 
evidence from the time period. 

6. Document Analysis: Introduce students to key government documents and actions from the Civil War, such as the 
Emancipation Proclamation or the Gettysburg Address. Provide copies or excerpts of these documents for students to 
analyze and discuss. Encourage students to examine the purpose, impact, and historical significance of these documents, 
and facilitate a class discussion to deepen their understanding. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.9) 

1. Civil War Timeline: Have students create a timeline of the events leading up to the Civil War and the major battles that 
occurred during the war. They should include key dates, locations, and significant developments. This activity helps students 
visualize the chronological progression of the war and understand its impact. 

2. Debate: Divide the class into two groups, with one group representing the North and the other representing the South. 
Assign each group a specific topic related to the Civil War, such as the role of slavery, states' rights, or the effectiveness of 
key military strategies. Students research and prepare arguments to support their assigned position and engage in a 
structured debate. This activity promotes critical thinking, research skills, and public speaking abilities. 

3. Biographical Sketches: Assign each student or small group a significant political or military leader from the North or the 
South during the Civil War. Students should research and create biographical sketches that highlight the leader's 
background, contributions, and impact on the war. They can present their sketches to the class, fostering a deeper 
understanding of the key figures involved. 

4. Primary Source Analysis: Provide students with excerpts from primary sources related to the Civil War, such as letters, 
speeches, or diary entries from soldiers, political leaders, or civilians. Students analyze and interpret the sources, discussing 
the perspectives, experiences, and emotions of individuals during the war. This activity develops critical thinking, historical 
analysis, and empathy. 

5. Interactive Mapping: Using maps, have students identify and locate key battles and strategic locations during the Civil War. 
They can mark the positions of the North and the South, trace the movements of armies, and analyze the significance of 
geographical features. This activity enhances spatial awareness, critical thinking, and understanding of the war's 
geographical context. 

6. Research Project: Assign students individual or group research projects on specific topics related to the Civil War, such as 
the Emancipation Proclamation, the Anaconda Plan, or the contributions of minority groups. Students conduct in-depth 
research using primary and secondary sources, and then present their findings through written reports, presentations, or 
multimedia projects. This activity promotes independent research, critical analysis, and communication skills. 

7. Role-Playing: Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a specific role or perspective, such as a soldier, a 
nurse, a plantation owner, or a freed slave. Students research their assigned roles and engage in role-playing activities or 
simulations that simulate the experiences and challenges faced by individuals during the Civil War. This activity promotes 
empathy, historical understanding, and perspective-taking. 
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8. Visual Presentations: Assign students or small groups specific topics related to the Civil War, such as the impact of women 
in the war or the significance of key battles. Students can create visual presentations, such as posters, infographics, or 
PowerPoint slideshows, to illustrate and convey their research findings. This activity enhances creativity, visual literacy, and 
communication skills. 
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Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.9) 
1. Field Trip: Organize a field trip to a local Civil War battlefield or historical site. Students can explore the site, learn from 

tour guides or experts, and gain a firsthand understanding of the historical events and their impact. 

2. Guest Speakers: Invite guest speakers, such as historians, authors, or Civil War reenactors, to share their knowledge and 

expertise with the students. They can provide insights into the reasons for the Civil War, the experiences of soldiers, or the 

contributions of specific individuals or groups. 

3. Community Connections: Encourage students to explore local connections to the Civil War. They can interview community 

members who have family stories or artifacts related to the war, visit local museums or historical societies, or participate in 

commemorative events or reenactments. 

4. Literature Connections: Integrate literature into the study of the Civil War by having students read historical fiction or non-

fiction books related to the time period. This can deepen their understanding of the human experiences and perspectives 

during the war. 

5. Current Events Analysis: Engage students in discussions and analysis of current events or issues that have connections to 

the Civil War. For example, they can examine debates over Confederate monuments, discussions about race and equality, 

or ongoing debates about states' rights versus federal power. 

6. Online Resources: Encourage students to explore online resources, such as virtual exhibits, digital archives, or interactive 

websites related to the Civil War. They can access primary sources, engage in virtual tours, and discover multimedia 

resources that provide real-world connections to the objectives. 

7. Civil War Memorials: Explore local Civil War memorials or monuments in the community. Students can analyze the 

symbolism, design, and historical context of these memorials, fostering discussions about the ways in which the war is 

remembered and commemorated. 

8. Connections to National History: Help students understand the broader context of the Civil War by exploring its 

connections to other periods of U.S. history, such as the struggle for civil rights or the ongoing debates about federalism 

and the balance of power between the states and the federal government. 
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9. Multimedia Presentations: Encourage students to create multimedia presentations that draw connections between the 

Civil War and contemporary issues. They can use current news articles, photographs, videos, or interviews to highlight the 

relevance of the Civil War in today's world. 

10. Service Learning: Explore service learning opportunities that relate to the themes of the Civil War, such as volunteering at 

a local historical society, participating in preservation efforts, or engaging in community projects that promote equality and 

understanding. This allows students to connect their learning to real-world actions and make a positive impact. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.9) 

Civil War Timeline: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to go beyond basic events and incorporate additional details, such as 

political developments, social changes, or technological advancements during the Civil War. Encourage students to 

analyze the causes and consequences of each event on the timeline and explore the broader context. 

• Growing Learners: Provide a pre-made timeline template with key events already listed. Focus on helping growing 

learners understand the chronological order of the events and their significance. Provide visual aids or graphic organizers 

to support their comprehension and reinforce the connections between events. 

Debate: 

• Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to delve deep into their assigned topics by researching primary sources, 

scholarly articles, and contrasting viewpoints. Have students analyze the complexities and nuances of the chosen topic 

and develop well-reasoned arguments supported by evidence. Encourage students to engage in respectful and thoughtful 

discussions that consider opposing perspectives. 

• Growing Learners: Simplify the debate format by providing clear guidelines and structured arguments for each side. Offer 

scaffolding tools, such as graphic organizers or sentence frames, to help growing learners organize their thoughts and 

express their ideas. Provide ample opportunities for discussion and collaboration to build their confidence in expressing 

their opinions. 

Biographical Sketches: 

• Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to go beyond basic biographical details and explore the motivations, 

strategies, and impact of their assigned leaders. Have students analyze primary and secondary sources to gain a deeper 

understanding of the leader's contributions to the war. Encourage critical thinking and the exploration of contrasting 

viewpoints about their assigned leader's actions and legacy. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified biographical templates or graphic organizers to help growing learners organize their 

research and present the essential information about their assigned leader. Offer additional resources, such as 
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biographical videos or simplified readings, to support their understanding. Provide guidance and feedback to ensure 

accuracy and clarity in their presentations. 

Primary Source Analysis: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to analyze the primary sources in a broader historical context. 

Encourage students to consider the biases, motivations, and reliability of the sources and how they contribute to our 

understanding of the Civil War. Prompt students to compare multiple sources to gain a more comprehensive perspective 

and engage in discussions about historical interpretation and the limitations of primary sources. 

• Growing Learners: Provide guided questions or prompts to help growing learners analyze the primary sources effectively. 

Break down the analysis process into smaller steps and provide support in understanding the vocabulary, context, and 

main ideas of the sources. Offer visual aids or simplified versions of the primary sources to facilitate comprehension and 

encourage peer collaboration during the analysis. 

Interactive Mapping: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to analyze the strategic importance of the identified locations and 

battles on the outcome of the war. Have students consider how geography, terrain, and supply lines influenced military 

decisions and outcomes. Encourage students to explore the interplay between geography and military strategy through 

discussions and written reflections. 

• Growing Learners: Provide pre-made maps with key locations and battles labeled to support growing learners in 

understanding and identifying the geographic aspects of the war. Offer additional visual aids, such as videos or interactive 

websites, to help students visualize the movements and engagements. Provide opportunities for hands-on activities, such 

as using physical maps or digital tools, to reinforce spatial understanding. 

Research Project: 

• Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to delve deep into their chosen topics, exploring multiple perspectives 

and analyzing primary and secondary sources critically. Encourage students to synthesize their findings, identify patterns 

or connections, and develop well-supported arguments or conclusions. Provide opportunities for advanced learners to 

share their research with their peers and engage in scholarly discussions. 
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• Growing Learners: Break down the research process into smaller, manageable steps and provide clear guidelines and 

checkpoints to support growing learners. Offer a variety of resource options, such as simplified readings, videos, or audio 

recordings, to accommodate different learning styles. Provide scaffolding tools, such as research templates or guided 

questions, to help growing learners organize their thoughts and findings. Offer additional support and guidance during 

the research process, emphasizing the importance of credible sources and accurate information. 

Role-Playing: 

• Advanced Learners: Encourage advanced learners to engage in in-depth character analysis by considering the historical 

context, motivations, and challenges faced by their assigned roles. Prompt students to conduct additional research 

beyond the given role to gain a deeper understanding of the historical period. Encourage advanced learners to engage in 

reflective discussions or journaling to analyze the complexities and ethical dilemmas faced by their characters. 

• Growing Learners: Provide simplified role descriptions and additional background information to support growing 

learners in understanding their assigned roles. Offer structured prompts or guiding questions to help students explore the 

experiences and challenges faced by individuals during the Civil War. Provide opportunities for collaborative role-playing 

with peers to facilitate understanding and encourage peer support and feedback. 

 

Visual Presentations: 

• Advanced Learners: Challenge advanced learners to go beyond surface-level information and encourage students to 

analyze the visual components of their presentations, such as layout, design elements, and use of imagery. Prompt 

students to consider the effectiveness of their visual choices in conveying information and engaging the audience. 

Encourage students to explore advanced multimedia tools or techniques to enhance their presentations. 

• Growing Learners: Provide templates or guidelines to support growing learners in organizing their visual presentations 

effectively. Offer simplified research materials or summaries to help students gather information for their presentations. 

Provide opportunities for peer collaboration, where growing learners can work with peers who have stronger visual or 

technological skills. Offer support and guidance in the use of presentation tools and encourage creativity within their 

abilities. 
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SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PLANNING GUIDE 
for Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for Social Studies 

US History: Exploration through Reconstruction (1877) 
Standard 8.10: Analyze the Reconstruction efforts in the post-Civil War United States. 

Objectives Vocabulary  

1. Compare congressional and presidential 

Reconstruction plans. 

2.  Analyze southern resistance to Reconstruction 

reforms (e.g., Black Codes, Jim Crow Laws, Ku 

Klux Klan, etc.).  

3. Trace the economic changes in the post- Civil 

War South (e.g., Lincoln’s Plan, Wade-Davis Bill, 

Johnson’s Plan, Radical Reconstruction, etc.).   

4. Examine the roles of the Thirteenth, 

Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments in 

expanding liberty for more Americans.  

5. Identify the significance of the impact of the 

Compromise of 1877. 

• Congressional Reconstruction 

• Presidential Reconstruction 

• Black Codes 

• Jim Crow Laws 

• Ku Klux Klan 

• Economic changes 

• Post-Civil War South 

• Lincoln's Plan 

• Wade-Davis Bill 

• Johnson's Plan 
 

 
 
 

• Radical Reconstruction 

• Thirteenth Amendment 

• Fourteenth Amendment 

• Fifteenth Amendment 

• Liberty 

• Compromise of 1877 

• 40 Acres and a Mule 

• Freedman’s Bureau  

• Reconstruction reforms 
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Suggested Instructional Practices (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.10) 

1. Comparative Analysis: Engage students in a comparative analysis of congressional and presidential Reconstruction plans. 
Provide students with primary and secondary sources that outline the key features of each plan. Students can analyze and 
compare the goals, approaches, and outcomes of both plans, and then discuss their findings in class. 

2. Case Study: Assign students case studies on specific instances of southern resistance to Reconstruction reforms, such as the 
implementation of Black Codes, the rise of the Ku Klux Klan, or the enactment of Jim Crow Laws. Students should research 
and analyze the motivations, methods, and impact of these resistance efforts, and present their findings to the class through 
presentations or written reports. 

3. Economic Changes Gallery Walk: Create a gallery walk activity where students explore the economic changes in the post-
Civil War South. Divide the class into groups and assign each group a specific economic aspect, such as agriculture, industry, 
or labor. Students can research and create visual displays showcasing the economic changes and their impact on the region. 
They can then rotate and view the displays created by other groups, engaging in discussions about the economic 
transformations. 

4. Amendment Analysis: Divide the class into small groups and assign each group one of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, or 
Fifteenth Amendments. Students should conduct research on their assigned amendment, analyzing its significance in 
expanding liberty for more Americans. They can present their findings through presentations, debates, or multimedia 
projects, and discuss the historical and contemporary implications of the amendments. 

5. Simulation Activity: Organize a simulation or role-playing activity that explores the impact of the Compromise of 1877. 
Assign students different roles representing key stakeholders involved in the compromise, such as political leaders, 
representatives of the North and the South, and advocates for civil rights. Students can research their assigned roles, engage 
in negotiations, and reflect on the consequences and significance of the compromise. A debriefing discussion can follow the 
simulation to analyze the outcomes and facilitate further understanding. 
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Learning Activities (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.10) 

1. Reconstruction Plan Comparison: Provide students with information about congressional and presidential Reconstruction 
plans. Divide the class into small groups and assign each group one plan to analyze. Students should create a comparison 
chart or graphic organizer highlighting the similarities and differences between the plans. They can present their findings 
to the class and engage in a discussion about the implications of these different approaches to Reconstruction. 

2. Resistance to Reconstruction Gallery Walk: Set up a gallery walk activity where students explore different forms of 
Southern resistance to Reconstruction reforms. Create stations or displays focusing on topics such as Black Codes, Jim 
Crow Laws, the Ku Klux Klan, and other acts of resistance. Assign each group a specific station to analyze and gather 
information. Students can rotate through the stations, take notes, and discuss the motivations and impact of these 
resistance efforts. 

3. Economic Changes in the Post-Civil War South: Assign students individual or group research projects on the economic 
changes in the post-Civil War South. Each student or group can focus on a specific aspect, such as agriculture, industry, or 
labor. Students should investigate the impact of Lincoln's Plan, the Wade-Davis Bill, Johnson's Plan, and Radical 
Reconstruction on the economy. They can present their findings through written reports, presentations, or multimedia 
projects. 

4. Amendment Analysis Stations: Create stations representing the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments. 
Provide students with primary and secondary sources related to each amendment, such as excerpts from the 
amendments themselves, historical documents, and scholarly articles. Divide the class into small groups and assign each 
group a station to analyze. Students should read and discuss the sources, identify the key provisions and implications of 
each amendment, and present their findings to the class. 

5. Impact of the Compromise of 1877 Debate: Divide the class into two groups, with one group representing supporters of 
the Compromise of 1877 and the other group representing opponents. Assign each group specific research tasks to 
explore the impact of the compromise on various aspects, such as politics, race relations, and civil rights. Students should 
gather evidence and prepare arguments to defend their positions in a structured debate. After the debate, facilitate a 
class discussion to evaluate the significance of the compromise and its long-term consequences. 
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Real World Connections (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.10) 

Current Civil Rights Movement:  

Advanced Learners: 

• In-Depth Analysis: Advanced learners can conduct in-depth research on current civil rights movements and their 
connections to historical objectives. They can explore various sources, such as scholarly articles, interviews, and 
documentaries, to gain a comprehensive understanding. Advanced learners can also participate in group discussions 
or debates to critically analyze the impact and strategies of current movements. 

Growing Learners: 

• News Analysis: Growing learners can engage with current news articles or videos that highlight ongoing civil rights 
movements. They can focus on understanding the basic objectives, key events, and influential figures involved. 
Guided discussions or graphic organizers can help growing learners make connections between the current 
movements and historical struggles for civil rights. 

 

Voter Suppression:  

Advanced Learners: 

• Case Studies: Advanced learners can examine historical and contemporary examples of voter suppression tactics in-
depth. They can analyze legal cases, policy documents, and scholarly articles to understand the complexities of voter 
suppression and its impact on democracy. Advanced learners can also engage in debates or simulations to explore 
strategies for combating voter suppression. 

Growing Learners: 

• Visual Representation: Growing learners can benefit from visual aids to understand the concept of voter 
suppression. Teachers can use infographics, diagrams, or charts to illustrate different types of voter suppression 
tactics and their effects. Collaborative activities, such as creating posters or timelines, can help growing learners 
grasp the significance of protecting voting rights and understand the historical context of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, 
and Fifteenth Amendments. 
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Constitutional Amendments:  

Advanced Learners: 

• Comparative Analysis: Advanced learners can engage in a comparative analysis of various constitutional 
amendments beyond the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth. They can explore the historical context, societal 
impact, and legal interpretations of amendments such as the Nineteenth Amendment or the Twenty-Sixth 
Amendment. Advanced learners can delve into primary sources, scholarly articles, and case studies to gain a 
deeper understanding of how these amendments expanded individual liberties and shaped the democratic 
landscape. 

Growing Learners:  

• Visual Timeline: Growing learners can benefit from a visual representation of constitutional amendments. 
Teachers can provide a timeline activity where students arrange key amendments in chronological order and 
create visual cues or symbols to represent their significance. This hands-on approach helps growing learners grasp 
the sequence of amendments and their impact on expanding rights and freedoms. 

 

Current Events Analysis:  

 Advanced Learners: 

• Critical Analysis: Advanced learners can engage in critical analysis of current events that relate to the objectives. 
They can examine news articles, opinion pieces, or research studies to evaluate the complexities and implications of 
issues such as racial inequality, discrimination, voting rights, or political compromises. Advanced learners can 
participate in structured debates, research projects, or essay writing to demonstrate their ability to analyze current 
events through the lens of historical context and constitutional principles. 

Growing Learners:  

• Guided Discussions: Growing learners can participate in guided discussions focused on current events. Teachers can 
provide specific questions or prompts to facilitate conversations around relevant news articles or media clips. These 
discussions can help growing learners develop their understanding of the connections between historical events and 
contemporary issues, as well as encourage students to express their opinions and ask questions in a supportive 
environment. 
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Differentiation (US History: Exploration to Reconstruction (1877) Standard 8.10) 

1. Current Civil Rights Movements: Draw connections between the objectives and ongoing civil rights movements in the 
present day, such as the fight against racial discrimination and the pursuit of equal rights. Discuss how the struggles and 
achievements of the past continue to shape and influence contemporary social and political issues. 

2. Voter Suppression: Explore real-world examples of voter suppression tactics and policies, both historically and in the 
present. Discuss how these tactics relate to the efforts to expand liberty and protect voting rights, as addressed by the 
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments. 

3. Constitutional Amendments: Help students understand the ongoing relevance and impact of constitutional amendments 
by examining other significant amendments beyond the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth. For example, discuss the 
Nineteenth Amendment (women's suffrage) or the Twenty-Sixth Amendment (lowering the voting age), and how these 
amendments expanded liberty and participation in the democratic process. 

4. Current Events Analysis: Encourage students to analyze current events or recent news articles that relate to the topics 
covered in the objectives. This can include discussions on issues of racial inequality, discrimination, voting rights, or the 
impact of political compromises. Connecting historical events to present-day situations helps students see the relevance 
and continued importance of these topics. 

5. Local History and Community Engagement: Encourage students to explore local history and the impact of 
Reconstruction-era policies in their own communities. This can involve visiting local historical sites, conducting interviews 
with community members, or researching local figures who played a role in Reconstruction. By connecting the objectives 
to their immediate surroundings, students can develop a deeper understanding of the broader historical context and its 
local implications. 

 


