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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 

the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 

workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 

accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 

compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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State Board of Education Goals  FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016-2020

3

1. All Students Proficient and Showing Growth in All Assessed Areas

2. Every Student Graduates from High School and is Ready for 

College and Career

3. Every Child Has Access to a High-Quality Early Childhood Program

4. Every School Has Effective Teachers and Leaders

5. Every Community Effectively Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

6. Every School and District is Rated “C” or Higher 
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Goal
• Provides teachers with an understanding of the essential aspects of the Mississippi College- and Career-

Readiness Arts Learning Standards for Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts.

Objectives
• Imagine the connections between the essential elements of the arts disciplines and their relationship to 

other content areas
• Investigate and Construct ways to use the Arts Learning Standards in lesson planning, instructional strategies 

and assessment methods that foster best practices in arts integration.

Mississippi College and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards

for Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts



Mississippi College and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards

for Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts
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Purpose:
The Mississippi CCR Arts Learning Standards for Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre, and Visual 
Arts. The Standards describes what students should know and be able to do in dance, media arts, 
music, theatre, and visual arts.

These standards provide guidance in:

• Defining artistic literacy through a set of overarching Philosophical Foundations and Lifelong 
Goals that clarify long-term expectations for arts learning.

• Placing Artistic Processes and Anchor Standards at the focus of the instruction.

• Identifying Creative Practices as the application of the Artistic Processes across all learning.

• Specifying Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions that provide conceptual 
connections and articulate value and meaning within and across the arts discipline.



Arts Integration
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• Instruction that combines essential concepts of the arts (performing, 
creating, responding) with instruction in other subject disciplines.

• Students learn essential concepts of the art forms and other disciplines 
simultaneously.

• It is designed to promote transfer of learning between the arts and other 
subjects, between the arts and the capacities students need to become 
successful adults.



Artistic Literacy
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• Artistic literacy is the knowledge and understanding required to participate authentically 
in the arts. Authentic participation in the arts call for an understanding of the processes 
that lead to fluency in an art form.

• Fluency in the language(s) of the arts and the ability to create, perform/produce/present, 
respond, and connect through symbolic and metaphoric forms that are unique to the arts.

• It is embodied in specific Philosophical Foundations and Lifelong Goals that enable an 
artistically literate person to transfer arts knowledge, skills, and capacities to other 
subjects, settings, and contexts.

• For authentic practice to occur in classrooms, teachers and students must participate fully 
and jointly in arts activities where they can exercise the creative practices of Imagine, 
Investigate, Construct, and Reflect as unique beings committed to giving meaning to their 
experiences.



Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 
Philosophical Foundations and Lifelong Goals for Artistic Literacy
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 

Creative Practices

Through arts experiences, the creative practices will help students understand what it means to be 
artistically literate, and how that literacy can enrich their education and their lives through the use of 
21st century skills which they develop through the arts.
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 

Structure and Format

Artistic 

Processes

11 Anchor 
Standards

Discipline 
Specific 

Performance 
Standards

Discipline-based Instructional Resources

• Process Components

• Enduring Understandings & Essential Questions
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 

Artistic Processes and Anchor Standards
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 

for Visual Arts
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 
Artistic Processes and Anchor Standards

Artistic Process

Anchor Standard

Anchor Standard
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Performance Standards are discipline-specific, grade-by-grade articulations of student 
achievement toward developing the enduring understandings in Pre-Kindergarten to 
8th grade and at three proficiency levels in high school (proficient, accomplished and 
advanced). 
• The Performance Standards translate the enduring understandings into specific, 

measurable learning goals.

Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 
Performance Standards

Performance Standards
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 
Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions

Enduring Understanding
Enduring 
understandings 
establish important 
understandings and 
ideas that 
accompany a 
sequence of 
standards.

Essential Questions
Essential questions 
provoke inquiry and 
provide a jumping 
off point or hook for 
instruction.

Process Components

Process components 
are verbs that 
describe the actions 
artist-learners must do 
to complete a task in a 
set of standards.
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 
Performance Standards, Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions

Enduring understandings establish important understandings and ideas that accompany a 
sequence of standards.
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 
Performance Standards, Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions

Process components are verbs that describe the actions artist-learners must do to complete a task in 
a set of standards.
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 
Process Components for Visual Arts

Artistic Processes Process Components for Visual Arts

CREATING INVESTIGATE, PLAN, MAKE, REFLECT, REFINE, COMPLETE

PRESENTING SELECT, ANALYZE, SHARE

RESPONDING PERCEIVE, ANALYZE, INTERPRET

CONNECTING SYNTHESIZE, RELATE

Process Components are the subsets of actions that support and illuminate each artistic 
process relative to the arts, as expressed by individual arts disciplines.
• Process Component verbs describe the actions artist leaners do to complete a task in 

each disciple specific grade-by-grade sequence of the Standards.
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 
Process Components for Each Arts Disciplines

Process Components are the 
subsets of actions that support 
and illuminate each artistic 
process relative to the arts, as 
expressed by individual arts 
disciplines. Process Component 
verbs describe the actions artist 
leaners do to complete a task in 
each disciple specific grade-by-
grade sequence of the 
Standards.
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 

Standards Notation for Visual Arts
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 

Visual Arts Standards Example

Words defined in the Glossary:

Collaboration - Joint effort of working together to formulate and solve creative problems.

Creativity - Ability to conceive and develop rich, original ideas, discover unexpected connections, and invent or make new things.

Innovative Thinking - Imagining or and conceiving something new and unexpected, including fresh ideas and ways of looking at things and new approaches to old 

problems as well as formulating new problems.

Materials - Substances out of which art is made or composed, ranging from the traditional to “non-art” material and virtual, cybernetic, and simulated materials.

Play - Spontaneous engaged activity through which children learn to experience, experiment, discover, and create.
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Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Arts Learning Standards 

Visual Arts Standards Example
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