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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 
the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 
workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 
accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 
compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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Every 
Child Has 
Access

to a High-
Quality Early 

Childhood 
Program 
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Every 
School Has 

Effective 
Teachers and 

Leaders 

4
Every 

Student 
Graduates
from High 

School and 
is Ready for 
College and 

Career 
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Every
School and 
District is 

Rated “C” or 
Higher 
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Every 

Community 
Effectively 

Uses a 
World-Class 
Data System 
to Improve 

Student 
Outcomes 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS

All 
Students 
Proficient 

and Showing 
Growth in All 

Assessed
Areas 

1



Background
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What is NAEP?
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• The National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) is the largest continuing and nationally 
representative assessment of what our nation’s students 
know and can do in various subjects.

• A survey designed to produce national, state, and select 
urban district level results

– NAEP results are for populations of students, not for individual      
students nor schools.

– Measures student performance nationally and reports change 
over time.

– Allows for comparisons between states and the nation.



NAEP Subjects

• Civics

• Geography

• Mathematics*

• Music

• Reading*

• Science

• U.S. History

• Visual Arts

• Vocabulary

• Writing
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*Reading and Mathematics are tested every NAEP administration.



NAEP School Selection

• Identify Schools

• Classify Schools

• Arrange Schools

• List Schools

• Select Schools

• Confirm Schools
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NAEP Student Selection

• The MDE uploads a list of ALL students in grades 4, 8, 
and 12 that are enrolled in the selected schools. 

• NCES selects a random student sample that best reflects 
the student population of the school.

• School Coordinators review and verify the student list 
and add newly enrolled students.

• Students are not selected by the MDE.
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NAEP Administration
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• Assessments are administered by a team of 3-4 NAEP 
representatives.

• NAEP is administered digitally on NCES owned 
equipment including a tablet with an attached keyboard, 
stylus, and earbuds.

• Two sequential sessions are administered with 
approximately 25 students each.



Student Workstation
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NAEP Results
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NAEP Results

12

• NAEP results are presented in two ways:

– Achievement Level (Basic, Proficient, Advanced)
– Scale Score (0-500)

• Results are reported for students overall and for selected 
demographic groups such as race/ethnicity, gender, 
disability, EL status, and eligibility for the National School 
Lunch Program (NSLP).



Average Scale Score
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At or Above Proficient - Mathematics
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At or Above Proficient - Reading 
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Successes from NAEP 2017

• Students in MS outpaced the nation in growth from 2007-
2017.

• MS was 1st in the nation (tied with Washington state) for 
the highest growth in 8th grade reading from 2015-2017.

• Percentage of students scoring Proficient or above in 8th

grade reading significantly higher than in 2015.
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Similarities with MAAP

17



English Language Arts
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• Percentages of passages by text type and grade

• Passage length for grades 4, 8, and 12

Grade Literary Informational
4 50 50

8 45 55

12 30 70

Grade Range of Passage Lengths
(Number of Words)

4 200-800

8 400-1,000

12 500-1,500

Taken from NAEP 2017 Framework

Taken from NAEP 2017 Framework 



English Language Arts
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• Cognitive Targets for Reading
Grade Locate/Recall Integrate/Interpret Critique/Evaluate

4 30 50 20

8 20 50 30

12 20 45 35
Taken from NAEP 2017 Framework



Mathematics
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• Content Areas

– Number Properties and Operations
– Measurement
– Geometry
– Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability
– Algebra

• Complexity of Math Items
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NAEP Tools on the Web
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Tools on the Web
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NAEP Questions Tool Home
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https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/nqt/



NAEP Questions Tool - Search
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NAEP Questions Tool - Search
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Show Question
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Key/Scoring Guide
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Performance Data
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Show Question
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Key/Scoring Guide
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Sample Responses
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Performance Data
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NAEP Questions Tool - Home
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NAEP Questions Tool - Create
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NAEP Questions Tool - Create
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NAEP Questions Tool - Create
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NAEP Questions Tool - Create
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NAEP Questions Tool - Create
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NAEP Questions Tool - Take a Test
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NAEP Questions Tool – Take a Test
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NAEP Questions Tool – Take a Test
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Reading Quiz
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NAEP Questions Tool – Test Results
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How can this help teachers?
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• The MAAP assessments are similar to the NAEP 
assessments in content, design, and delivery.

– The NAEP Questions Tool gives teachers access to high 
quality assessment items.

– Users can analyze student performance over time on a    
common assessment.

– Performance Data and state comparisons allow teachers to    
see how MS students are doing compared to the nation and   
other states. What are we doing well and where can we make      
improvements?



Additional Resources
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Jennifer Robinson
NAEP State Coordinator
Jennifer.Robinson@mdek12.org
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