LifeTracks: MississIppl’s State
Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)

Michael Taquino
National Strategic Planning and Analysis Research Center
Mississippi State University

July 18, 2019



ABOUT

MISSISSIPPIS

SLDS

Q W
Q@QQ
O




Is a data system that provides linkages between early childhood, K-
12, postsecondary education, and the workforce

Successfully moved the state beyond patchwork data-sharing across
state agencies

Includes more than 15 years of data from all state agencies involved
in education, workforce, and public assistance

Securely and efficiently facilitates research and analysis

Supported by a state appropriation



Statutory authority: Mississippi Code Annotated § 37-154-1 and
37-154-3

Rules and regulations: Govern the use of data and process of
conducting research and analysis

Oversight: An 11-member governing board comprised of agency
leaders

State Data Clearinghouse: Mississippi State University’s NSPARC

Research review committee: Comprised of faculty from
Mississippi’s four major research universities, MDE, and MCCB
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