
www.its.ms.gov

Express Products Lists (EPLs) 
and other Multi Use ITS Awards



• Multi-vendor, catalog-type awards for “routine” 
technology items 

• EPLs meet state requirements for legal public 
purchases (advertised & awarded)

What are Express Products Lists 
(EPLs)?



Can Local Governments and 
School Districts Use the EPL?

Regarding use of ITS EPLs and other published ITS awards, all 
government entities in Mississippi can continue to use these 
purchasing vehicles following the then-current published 
Instructions for Use memos. 

Local governmental entities are able to use the EPLs in lieu of 
conducting their own procurements, based on MS Code 31-7-
13(m)(xi) that allows ‘governing authorities’ to do so as an 
exception to the bidding requirements found in Public Purchasing 
Code.



Can Local Governments and 
School Districts Use the EPL?

It's important to note that the ITS EPLs are the result of competitive 
procurements (i.e., RFPs) and when used in accordance to the 
Instructions for Use memos, meet all Mississippi purchasing laws 
and requirements. 

Said another way, local governmental entities are able to use EPLs, 
rather than conduct their own reverse auction or electronic bid, if 
they choose to do so. 

As always, EPLs are an option for use by local governmental entities; 
not a requirement.



EPL Interactives



How do the EPL Interactives Work?



Manufacturer Reseller Groups

• Manufacturers provide "not-to-exceed" pricing 
and model numbers on behalf of their resellers

• Manufacturers are required to maintain an EPL 
Website that shows the approved products





Manufacturer Details



Reseller Listing



Reseller Details





Category Search





Search Results Link to Mfr/Reseller 
Details



How Do I Check Pricing?



Manufacturer Sites



Non-Interactive EPLs



NASPO Software VAR Cooperative





Instructions for Use

• Every EPL has associated Instructions for Use
• Linked on Mfr and Reseller Pages
• Linked on “Instructions and Archive” Pages
• Contain Best Practices and Documentation 

Requirements
• Must be followed in order for a purchase to 

be considered a valid EPL purchase



Selecting the Seller

• Award Must be Based on Open and Competitive 
Specifications Unless a Manufacturer’s Standard 
has Been Set

• If Quoted Equipment is from one Manufacturer
• 2 or More Identical Quotes
• Must Select Lowest Cost

• If Different Manufacturer Equipment is 
Compared, Justify Lowest and Best Selection 
Between Two or More Quotes



Best Practices and Documentation

• Quotes Must be for the Quantity Purchased 
to ensure quantity discounts are considered

• Proposed Manufacturer Pricing is Not to 
Exceed Pricing for a Quantity of One 
• Verify Manufacturer Price 
• Ask for Discounts from Sellers

• Your final price will almost always be less 
than the EPL price.  That’s the Plan!



Best Practices and Documentation

• Only EPL Items on the Quotes
• Use Other Legal Procurement Vehicles for 

Non-EPL Items
• Quotes must Reference the EPL or Co-Operative 

you are Using for your Purchase
• Stay Within the Dollar Limits for Use for Each EPL
• Can Use the Planned Purchase Process to Exceed 

the Dollar Limits With ITS Involvement



Other Multi Use RFPs

• Assetworks
• Networking – RFP 4000/5000
• Security Assessment Services
• Managed Service Provider
• Electronic Payment and Online Services
• Hybrid Cloud (coming soon)



Renée Murray
Renee.Murray@its.ms.gov
(601) 432-8146


	Express Products Lists (EPLs) �and other Multi Use ITS Awards
	Slide Number 2
	Can Local Governments and School Districts Use the EPL?
	Can Local Governments and School Districts Use the EPL?
	EPL Interactives
	How do the EPL Interactives Work?
	Manufacturer Reseller Groups
	Slide Number 8
	Manufacturer Details
	Reseller Listing
	Reseller Details
	Slide Number 12
	Category Search
	Slide Number 14
	Search Results Link to Mfr/Reseller Details
	How Do I Check Pricing?
	Manufacturer Sites
	Non-Interactive EPLs
	NASPO Software VAR Cooperative
	Slide Number 20
	Instructions for Use
	Selecting the Seller
	Best Practices and Documentation
	Best Practices and Documentation
	Other Multi Use RFPs
	Slide Number 26

