
MISSISSIPPI SUCCEEDS STATE STRATEGIC PLAN 

 WHAT IS THE EVERY STUDENT 

SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA)?  

____________________________________________________________ 

The federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed into law in December 2015, the latest 

version of the nation’s main K-12 law that has a longstanding commitment to equal opportunity 

for all students. The law aims to scale back the hands-on federal role in elementary and 

secondary education found in the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation. 

Our state is deeply committed to improving opportunities and outcomes for every Mississippi 

student and ESSA provides a golden opportunity to help us achieve this vision. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Requirements 

 Adoption of statewide standards in core academic subjects aligned with entrance 

requirements for college and universities and relevant career and technical education 

standards 

 Assessment of all students in the same grades and subjects as required under NCLB 

 Reporting on specific metrics, including student and subgroup (race, English learners, 

economic status, etc.) results, at the school and district level to address student equity 

gaps 

 A singular rating system for all schools, including identification and improvement plans 

for schools in need of support and advancement  

 Authorization of federal education funding and competitive grant opportunities 

____________________________________________________________ 

Mississippi’s Plan 

If we are to prepare students successfully for college and the workforce, we need to set higher 

expectations to yield higher achievement. Higher standards that challenge and motivate our 

students are essential. To address this need, education leaders across Mississippi improved our 

academic content standards. In the last four years, Mississippi’s students have proven that they 

are just as capable as any other students in the country to tackle higher learning goals and 

succeed. 

 

 

http://www.ed.gov/essa


 Mississippi's fourth grade reading 

and math scores improved on the 

latest Nation's Report Card, the 

National Assessment of Educational 

Progress. Mississippi was the only 

state to show significant 

improvement since 2013 in both 

reading and math scores among 

fourth graders. 

 

 Mississippi’s graduation rate 

reached an all-time high of 82.3 

percent, up from 80.8 percent the 

previous year. Mississippi is closing 

in on the national graduation rate of 

83.2 percent. 

 Mississippi’s 11th grade students 

earned an overall composite score of 

18.3 on the ACT in 2016, an increase 

from 17.6 in 2015. Students made 

gains in each of the four categories 

of English, Algebra, Social Science, 

and Biology. 

 

 In 3rd grade, 87 percent of students 

passed the 3rd grade reading 

assessment on their first try, which 

is an increase from 85 percent last 

year. Students must pass this test to 

qualify for promotion to the 4th 

grade. 

 

Even with unprecedented progress, challenges to students achieving in college and at work 

remain. Mississippi will address these challenges through new opportunities within the 

Mississippi State Board of Education’s 5-Year Strategic Plan and ESSA. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Visit Mississippi’s ESSA website for up-to-date information on all upcoming 

meetings, feedback opportunities, and resources at www.mdek12.org/essa, or email your ideas 

and feedback to the MDE at MSSucceeds@mdek12.org.  
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