


3rd Grade Reading Summative Assessment Results Overview 
and Scale Score (SS) Explanation 

Spring 2015 Results Summary: Combined Results from Initial Assessment 
Window, First Retest Window, and Second Retest Window

Minimum Passing Score 926 
State Scale Score Average (* initial window only) *980
Students Scoring at or Above 926 35,022 Students (92.34%)
Students Scoring Below 926  2,907 Students (7.66%)

926 Cut Score Explanation 
The 3rd Reading Summative Assessment scale score of 926 is the minimum score associated with 
readiness for 4th grade based on the requirements of the Literacy-Based Promotion Act. In 
accordance with Mississippi Code § 37-177-9, students must be above the “lowest achievement level in 
reading” to be promoted to 4th grade. This score was derived as a result of a standard setting process 
which included expert judgments by a panel of educators, parents, and community members from 
across the state and subsequent review by the Mississippi Department of Education and Mississippi’s 
National Technical Advisory Committee as well as other nationally known experts. 

Performance Level Descriptors 

PASS (926-1200 Scale Score): 
A student who scores a 926 or above has acquired the minimum reading skills needed to learn 
4th grade standards. Students who score within a close range of the cut score, however, still 
need additional intervention and supports in the following areas: 

• Answer questions, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answer
• Determine the central message, lesson, moral in literary text
• Determine the main idea and recount key details in informational text
• Identify character traits as they relate to the story
• Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza
• Locate information relevant to a given topic using key words, headings, bold print, etc.
• Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words:

– Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and suffixes
– Decode multi-syllable words

• Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple- meaning words and phrases
based on grade 3 reading and content

FAIL (600-925 Scale Score): 
A student who scores at this level or below will need additional interventions and supports. Students 
who score below the cut score may have a minimal understanding of the following skills: 

 Answer questions about the text

 Determine the central message in literary text
 Determine the main idea-in information text

 Describe a character in a story
 Refer to parts of a book

 Use headings to locate information

 Know and apply phonics to decode words
 Determine the meaning of unknown third grade words using context clues or appropriate

resources
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