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This information is being provided as part of a Research to Practice 
Workshop administered by the Regional Educational Laboratory 
Southeast. Information and materials mentioned or shown during this 
presentation are provided as resources and examples for the viewer's 
convenience. Their inclusion is not intended as an endorsement by the 
Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast or its funding source, the 
Institute of Education Sciences (Contract ED‐IES‐17‐C‐0011).

In addition, the instructional practices and assessments discussed or 
shown in these presentations are not intended to mandate, direct, or 
control a State’s, local educational agency’s, or school’s specific 
instructional content, academic achievement system and assessments, 
curriculum, or program of instruction. States and local programs are free 
to use any instructional content, achievement system and assessments, 
curriculum, or program instruction they wish, insofar as they support 
the goals and objectives of their state and local education agencies.

REL – SE Research to Practice
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Goals 

• Participants will be able to identify evidence‐based literacy 
practices that support school readiness and discuss ways to 
overcome potential obstacles to school readiness. 

• Participants will become knowledgeable of resources available 
through the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) resources, 
Preparing School‐Ready Child Suite:

• The Ready Child
• The Ready Family
• The Ready Community
• The Ready School

Agenda 
Topic Slides Icon

Introduce Preparing School-Ready Child Suite of Resources 5

The Ready Child: 
Evidence-Based Practices and Overcoming Obstacles

6-12

The Ready Family: 
Evidence-Based Practices and Overcoming Obstacles

13-18

The Ready Community: 
Evidence-Based Practices and Overcoming Obstacles

19-23

The Ready School: 
Evidence-Based Practices and Overcoming Obstacles

24-34

Upcoming IES Resource: Early Literacy PLC 35-41
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The Ready Child

• Displays Skills in General Knowledge, 
Language, Cognition, and Numeracy

• Demonstrates Curiosity and Confidence 
to Learn in School

• Exhibits Physical Health and Emotional 
Well‐Being
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The Office of Early Childhood is 
committed to accelerating the student 
achievement for every child in 
Mississippi. We accomplish this goal by 
helping school districts and families 
improve the readiness and reading 
achievement of Mississippi students 
starting in preschool.
https://www.mdek12.org/EC

Early Learning Guidelines
• Early Learning Guidelines for Classrooms Serving Three- and 

Four-Year Old Children (2018)
• Kindergarten Guidelines (2018)

Early Learning Standards
• Early Learning Standards for Classrooms Serving Infants through 

Four-Year-Old Children (2018)
• Kindergarten Standards
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Transition to Kindergarten
Key Stakeholders in the transition to kindergarten initiative may 
include, but are not limited to:

• Children and their families
• Early learning coalitions 
• School leaders and teachers
• Business owners
• Community leaders
• Public libraries
• Title I and early childhood programs 

Transition to Kindergarten

Transition activities for children and families are associated with:

• gains in kindergarten,

• reduced stress at the beginning of the school year,

• higher ratings of social emotional competence at the beginning 
of the school year,

• improved academic growth, and

• increased family involvement over the year.
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Transition to Kindergarten ‐ Best Practices

Examples of Transition practices
 Preschool and Kindergarten teachers read same book(s)

 Love letters to Kindergarten teachers

 Field trip to a local elementary school to practice routines (bus, 
cafeteria)

 Data sharing agreement form in triplicate copy

 File with child data and information for parent and elementary school

 Library partnerships

Transition to Kindergarten – Resources
Attendance Works
http://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkits/

Ready Freddy   
www.readyfreddy.org/ 

Head Start Transitions 
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/transitions
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Preparing for Kindergarten

The Ready Family

Encourages preliteracy skills including 
speaking, listening, and thinking

Teaches routines to prepare for a smooth 
transition to kindergarten

Reads to child daily

14
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Connecting Home and School

The Ready Family

Provides a positive, literacy‐rich environment

Provides opportunities to practice skills that 
were taught in school

Stays connected to school by volunteering and 
attending meetings and events at school

15

Why Read Together?

16

• Improves vocabulary 
and oral language skills

• Promotes a love of 
books
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When I Read To You

17

When I Read To You

18
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The Ready Community

• Ensures Access to Health Care

• Provides Access to Quality 
Childcare and Early Education

• Invests in Resources for 
Families

20
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Ensure Access to Health Care

A ready community helps ensure that children have access to 
health care, immunizations, and nutrition. Meeting these basic 
needs enhances engagement in learning and fosters better 
attendance at school.

21

Provide Access to Quality Childcare and Early Education

A ready community invests in resources and activities 
that support families and promote school readiness. It 
is critical that communities support schools so they are 
ready to meet the needs of children. It is important for 
communities to support families so that children enter 
school with a firm foundation for learning.

22
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Invests in Resources for Families

A ready community helps ensure 
that families have access to 
quality childcare and early 
education. A quality early 
education program supports a 
child’s development physically, 
socially, emotionally, in language 
and literacy, and in thinking skills.

23

ZooTampa at Lowery Park (2018)

24
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The Ready School

• Well‐Trained Teachers and 
Leaders

• Evidence‐Based Instruction

• Culturally Responsive Staff

25

Vocabulary and Language

26
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Why Language?
• Strong evidence connecting language skills in 
early childhood with success in reading, math, 
and social skills throughout schooling. 

• Enormous diversity in children’s language skill 
when they arrive in preschool. 

• Increasing evidence that the relative strength of 
these skills become “locked in” after first or 
second grade. 

• Thus, there is clear urgency to support and 
accelerate language as early as possible. 

How Language Connects to Reading

Language is connected to reading in three ways:

1. Better language is associated with better decoding skills. 

2. Better language is associated with better phonological 
awareness skills, which are necessary for developing 
decoding. 

3. Better language is associated with better reading 
comprehension. 
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Our Focus for Children: Language
• Increase understanding of complex 
language experienced in conversation 
and when listening to text read aloud

• Build capacity to communicate ideas 
and preferences effectively via growth 
in:
• syntax

• sentence structure

• broader expressive language

Keys to Success in Oral Language Instruction

• For many, implicit exposure to rich and varied language 
helps, but is not sufficient.

• High quality instruction includes:

• a focus on more than just individual words

• modeling complex sentence structures

• explicit teaching of complex sentence structures

• intentionality

• a possible change in how teachers interact with children
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Effective Language Supports Are Intentional

• Vary in how structured or open‐ended.

• Vary in whether pre‐planned or incidental: 
designed to “seize the moment.”

• Vary in how uniform or differentiated. 

Four Strategic Practices 
for High‐Quality Incidental Language Support

1. Modeling

2. Joining Play

3. Conversation

4. Elaborating
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Our Focus for Children: Vocabulary

• Build knowledge of 
diverse parts of 
speech.

• Accelerate growth 
in vocabulary 
networks.

• Grow background 
knowledge.

Word knowledge IS world knowledge.

How would you describe this picture?
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Event Network: Taking a Trip

Taking 
a Trip

packing

suitcase

airplane

traintraveling

tickets

destination

Upcoming: Early Literacy PLC

36
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Professional Learning Community Materials: 
EARLY LITERACY

37

To provide a collaborative learning 
experience for early childhood 
educators to expand their knowledge of 

evidence‐based emergent literacy key ideas and 
strategies. In turn, early childhood educators will 
provide 3−5‐year‐old children with evidence‐
based emergent literacy instruction.

38

Facilitator Guide

Classroom Videos

Participant Guide
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Our Facilitator Guide includes:
• A 5‐step process Framework 
• Discussion questions
• Small‐group activity directions
• Whole‐group activity directions
• Key points about the videos
• What to do/prepare, what to say

40
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Participant Engagement

• Evidence‐based content to read
• A Look at Pre‐K Literacy Standards 
• Collaborative and hands‐on activities
• Video‐viewing guides 
• Experience‐sharing opportunities
• Lesson plan examples and templates
• Reflection questions for discussion
• Reproducible Materials 
• Glossary & Resources for further study

Our Participant Guide includes:

41

Capstone Train‐the‐Trainer Event

To Train Teachers

The Trainer
SE School Readiness Partners  & Lead Trainers

Train
REL Southeast staff

To Train Facilitators
Many Facilitators in Your State

42
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Thank You!

sturner@rmcres.com

45


