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Mississippi Seal of Biliteracy

A Community Effort

Literacy Summit 

August 2019 Sandra C. Elliott, Mississippi Department of Education
Hector Barbereno, Pascagoula-Gautier School District
Edgar Serrano, The University of Mississippi

To create a world-class educational system that gives students 
the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 
workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 
accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 
compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education

2



9/10/19

2

State Board of Education Goals  FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016-2020
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3
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Career 
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Every
School and 
District is 
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Higher 
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Outcomes 
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Mississippi Seal of Biliteracy Policy
The purpose of this policy is to establish minimum criteria for Local Education 
Agencies (LEAs) in awarding Seals of Biliteracy.  
• The Seal of Biliteracy recognizes and awards students who have attained 

proficiency in one or more world languages and English by high school graduation.  
• The Seal of Biliteracy demonstrates attainment of biliteracy for students, 

employers, and postsecondary institutions.  It also signals a student’s readiness 
for college and career and for engagement as a global citizen.  

• Participation in the Mississippi Department of Education’s (MDE) Seal of Biliteracy 
shall be determined by LEAs.  

• Beginning school year 2019-2020 the MDE shall require participating school 
districts to follow the award process as defined in the Mississippi Seal of Biliteracy 
Guidance Document.  LEAs are also required to report Seal of Biliteracy award 
data to the MDE.    
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State Laws Regarding the Seal of Biliteracy
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Our Team
Hector De Jesus Barberena, Co-Chair  Pascagoula-Gautier School District
Edgar Serrano, Co-Chair   University of Mississippi
Dana Bullard, Ph.D. Aberdeen School District
LeighAnne Cheeseman Mississippi Department of Education  
Melissa DeAngelo   Pascagoula-Gautier School District
Stephanie Green   DeSoto County Schools
Cheryl Kaler Mississippi School for the Deaf
Laura Moore   Petal School District
Susan Rushing   Mississippi School for the Deaf
Lucy Solano   Petal School District
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Language is the Key to Our World
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Let’s Lead our State
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What is the Seal of Biliteracy?

An award given by a school, school district, or county office 
of education in recognition of students who have studied 
and attained proficiency in two or more languages by high 
school graduation

• Appears on the transcript of the graduating senior

• Serves as a statement of accomplishment for college 
admissions or for future employers
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What is Language Proficiency?

The ability to function in a language at a high degree of 
competence

• The Seal of Biliteracy will enable districts to utilize 
multiple assessments to measure the degree of 
proficiency 

• The Seal will be awarded in one of two levels: silver or 
gold

11

Purpose of the Seal of Biliteracy

• recognize the value of language learning
• give students a clear goal that can encourage them to attain high 

proficiency levels in one or more languages, in addition to English
• affirm native or heritage languages
• provide employers with a method of identifying individuals with 

language and biliteracy skills
• prepare students with the critical skills necessary to function in a 

global society
• strengthen cross-cultural communication, affirm the value of diversity, 

and honor the multiple cultures & languages in our communities
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Qualifying Students

High school students who 

• Meet the qualifying scores in English and 

• Meet the qualifying scores in a world language

• Provide acceptable original score reports for assessed 
languages
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Mississippi Exports

14https://asiasociety.org/mapping-nation

https://asiasociety.org/mapping-nation


9/10/19

8

Mississippi Exports
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Foreign Investment in Mississippi
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Foreign Investment in Mississippi
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Foreign Investment in Mississippi
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Foreign Investment in Mississippi
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International Companies in Mississippi

20Mississippi FDI International www.ofii.org
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The Need for Language Services

• Private sector

• Federal, state and local 
governments

• US military and intelligence 
communities

• Healthcare providers

• Law enforcement/justice system

• Schools and universities
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Guidelines
Features of the Mississippi
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How It Helps Teachers

• Increases motivation of students and 
teachers working to achieve clear 
goals 

• Increases language course offerings

• Creates more interest in early 
language teaching K-12

• Encourages rigor in language learning
23

Who Awards the Seal?

Awarded by the local board of education 

• Local policy is implemented by districts that opt to adopt 
a seal of biliteracy program

• Local policy should reflect adherence to the Mississippi 
Seal of Biliteracy Guidelines
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Mississippi Seal Basics

Two seal levels available

• Gold Seal of Biliteracy –
Advance-Low

• Silver Seal of Biliteracy –
Intermediate-mid
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Features of the Mississippi Guidelines

• Clear step by step 
guidelines for district 
implementation

• Clear definitions of 
terms 
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Features of the Mississippi Guidelines

• Clear list of acceptable minimum score requirements

• Clear list of acceptable assessments for demonstrating 
proficiency in both English and world languages

• Multiple assessment options for demonstrating 
proficiency
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Silver Seal of Biliteracy
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Gold Seal of Biliteracy
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Student Scenarios

• Examples of student scenarios to help determine level 
of seal to be awarded
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Portfolio-Based Alternative Evidence Method

• For students who may have a 
disability that prevents them from 
taking a computer based 
assessment

• For students who have learned a 
language for which there is not a 
computer-based assessment 
available
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Student Notification Letter
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Student Application
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District Participation Form  
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Pascagoula Gautier 
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District Reporting
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Public Comments

• When submitting comments, please indicate if the comment is for the 
policy or the guidelines. For comments on the guidelines document, 
please note the page number. The approved policy and guidelines will 
be implemented during the 2019-2020 school year.

• Please submit written comments to Limeul Eubanks, Office of 
Secondary Education, via email at el-worldlanguages@mdek12.org or 
regular mail to 359 North West Street, Jackson, MS 39201, on or 
before 5:00 p.m., on September 15, 2019.
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Seal of Biliteracy Contacts
University of Mississippi
Edgar Serrano
Instructor of Spanish
Immediate Past President –MFLA
NNELL State of Mississippi 
Representative
eserrano@olemiss.edu

MS Department of Education
Sandra Elliott 
English Learner Intervention Support 
Specialist
(Pre K – 12)
selliott@mdek12.org

Pascagoula School District
Hector De Jesus Barberena NBCT
Spanish Teacher
Regional Workshop Director  MSFLA
MFLA Teacher of the Year
hector.baberena@yahoo.com

MS Department of Education
Limeul Eubanks
Pre-K -12 Dance, Media Arts, Music, 
Theatre, visual Arts and World 
Languages 
leubanks@mdek12.org
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Sandra Elliott
English Learner Intervention Support Specialist
selliott@mdek12.org
601-359-2586 
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