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Data-Driven Decisions for Parents
LaToya Blackshear
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Who Am I… By Numbers
• 20 years in Education
• 3 years as an Administrator
• 2 ½ years as an Assistant Principal
• 1 Husband
• 2 Boys 
• 50 clipped coupons
• 0 Pets
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AGENDA
• Icebreaker 
• Kindergarten Readiness Assessment and Reports

– Evaluate several At-Home Activities that are aligned to the data

• Mississippi Academic Assessment Program (MAAP) Reports
– 3rd – 5th grade reports
– STAR reports 

• Progress Monitoring

• MDE Resources aligned to data
– Evaluate several At-Home Activities that are aligned to the data
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How do the pictures relate?
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What is the Kindergarten Readiness 
Assessment and where did it come from?

• Birth from The Literacy Based Promotion Act
• Common state-wide data on entering Pre-

Kindergarten and Kindergarten students.
• Based on the 2014 MCT2 results
– 17.5% of 3rd grade students scored at the 

minimal level in Language Arts
– Equates to over 6,500 students who 

without meeting a good cause exemption 
would have been retained
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Why is the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment 
Important?
• Teachers are aware of the skills and abilities that the 

entering kindergarten child has mastered 
⁻ Design a course of study that is similar to 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears
• Improve the reading skills of Kindergarten and First 

through Third Grade students enrolled in the public 
schools so that every student completing the Third 
Grade is able to read at or above grade level 
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Kindergarten Readiness Benchmark Score
• What score do we want Kindergarteners entering school with?

– Scale Score of 530
• Scale Score associated with 70 percent mastery of the assessed 

early literacy skills

• Longitudinal study, 84% of students at the beginning of 
Kindergarten with a scale score of 530 or above on STAR Early 
Literacy meet or exceed the criterion for proficient reading at 
the end of third grade
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Kindergarten Readiness Assessment
• Online assessment take no more than 30 minutes
– Includes pre-test instructions and the practice 

tutorial.
• Computer-based adaptive assessment. 
• STAR Early Literacy  Scaled Score (SS)

300 SS 530 SS 900 SS498 SS
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MKAS
Kindergarten Readiness 

498 vs 530
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What does a 498 for Pre-Kindergarten Students?
• At the end of Pre-K, students should have a scale score of 

498.
⁻ Students with a score of 498 at the end of Pre-K have 

mastered 70% of the early literacy skills 

• All other scores are derived from the scale score.

• The scale score is the most important score on the report 
along with skill sets within each sub-domain.
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MKAS
STAR Early Literacy

Categories 
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STAR Early Literacy
• Emergent Reader (300 – 674)

Early Emergent Reader (300 – 487): Student is beginning to understand that
printed text has meaning. The student is learning that reading involves
printed words and sentences, and that print flows from left to right and
from the top to the bottom of the page. The student is also beginning to
identify colors, shapes, numbers, and letters.

Late Emergent Reader (488 – 674): Student can identify most of the letters
of the alphabet and can catch most of the letters to their sounds. The
student is also beginning to “read” picture books and familiar words around
the home. Through repeated reading of favorite books with an adult,
students at this stage are building their vocabularies, listening skills, and
understandings of print.
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STAR Early Literacy
• Transitional Reader (675 – 774): Student has mastered alphabet skills and

letter-sound relationships. The student can identify many beginning and
ending consonant sounds and long and short vowel sounds, and is probably
able to blend sounds and word parts to read simple words. The student is
also likely using a variety of strategies to figure out words, such as pictures,
story patterns, and phonics.

• Probable Reader (775 – 900): Student is becoming proficient at recognizing
many words, both in and out of context. The student spends less time
identifying and sounding out words, and more time understanding what was
read. Probable readers can blend sounds and word parts to read words and
sentences more quickly, smoothly, and independently than students in the
other stages of development.
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MKAS
STAR Early Literacy

Reports
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Parent
Report
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Instructional 
Planning 
Report
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• Diagnostic 
Report
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• Below 40—Frustration

• 40 – 55—Intervention

• 56 – 75—Instruction 

• Above 75—Mastery   
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Early Literacy Sub-domains
• Alphabetic Principle (AP)—Knowledge of letter names, alphabetic letter 

sequence, and the sounds associated with letters.
• Concept of Word (CW)—Understanding of print concepts regarding written word 

length and word borders and the difference between words and letters.
• Visual Discrimination (VS)—Differentiating both upper- and lowercase letters, 

identifying words that are different and matching words that are the same.
• Phonemic Awareness (PA)—Understanding of rhyming words, ability to blend 

and segment word parts and phonemes, isolating and manipulating initial, final, 
and medial phonemes, and identifying the sounds in consonant blend.

• Phonics (PH)—Understanding of short, long, variant vowels, and other vowel 
sounds, initial and final consonants, consonant blends and digraphs, consonant 
and vowel substitution, and identification of rhyming words and sounds in word 
families.
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Early Literacy Sub-domains
• Structural Analysis (SA)—Understanding affixes and syllable patterns in decoding, 

and identification of compound words.
• Vocabulary (VO)—Knowledge of high-frequency words, regular and irregular 

sight words, multi-meaning words, and words used to describe categorical 
relationships, position words, synonyms, and antonyms.

• Sentence-Level Comprehension (SC)—Identification of words in context.
• Paragraph-Level Comprehension (PC)—Identification of the main topic of text 

and ability to answer literal and inferential questions after listening to or reading 
text.

• Early Numeracy (EN) — Number naming, number identification, and number 
object correspondence. 
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STAR Early Literacy
At- Home Activities

21

Pre –Kindergarten/Kindergarten Activities
• Letter-Sound Correspondence 
– Brown Bag It
– Letter-Sound Dominoes 

• One – to – One Naming Correspondence 
– Ice Cube Tray Game

• Consonant digraph sounds to letters
– Digraph Bingo
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STAR Correlation
Star Reading and Star 

Math Reports 
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• Parent 
Notification

• Student 
Diagnostic 
Report

354 – 494 – Passing
495 – 706 – Proficient

> 707 – At/Above - Advance

BOOKS

• 4th

– 441 – 574 - Passing
– 575 – 906 - Proficient
– 907 – At/Above - Advance

• 5th

– 480 – 643 - Passing
– 644 – 968 - Proficient
– 969 – At/Above - Advance
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• STAR Math
• Student 

Diagnostic 
Report

586 – 655 – Passing
656 – 726 – Proficient

> 727 – At/Above - Advance

• 4th
– 649 – 724 - Passing
– 725 – 803 - Proficient
– 804 – At/Above - Advance

• 5th

– 654 – 775 - Passing
– 776 – 828 - Proficient
– 829 – At/Above - Advance
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What do we 
look for as a 

parent? 
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Instructional 
Planning 
Report
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MAAP Assessments
MAAP Score Report
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Mississippi Academic Assessment Program (MAAP)
• MAAP

• Goal - evaluate and monitor student learning to ensure students 
develop the knowledge and skills they need to graduate prepared 
for college or careers

• Assessed in grades 3 through 8 (ELA and Math), high school 
(Algebra I and English II)

• Designed to let parents know how their child is progressing, and to 
give teachers more information to guide instruction
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5 Levels and Score Range 
• Level 1 – Minimal
• Level 2 – Basic
• Level 3 – Passing 
• Level 4 – Proficient
• Level 5 – Advanced

• All scores begin with the grade level followed by the number 1 –
99

• Example – 301 – 399
» 401 – 499
» 501 - 599
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Reading Literature (RL), Reading 
Informational (RI), Writing (W), 

and Language (L) Standards
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Literature (Fiction) 
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Comprehension Questions for Literature (Fictional) Text 

• Who are the characters in the story?  
• Where does the story take place? 
• What is the problem in the story? 
• What do you think will happen next? 
• What is the main idea of what you just read? 
• Are any of the characters in the story like you or 

someone you know? How so? 
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Informational Text (Non-fiction)
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Comprehension Questions for Informational Text 

• Who/what is this text mainly about? 
• Give me five important facts that you learned from the 

text. 
• Compare what you just read with something else you 

have read on the same subject.
• What conclusions can you make about what you just 

read? 
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Language
• Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 

and phrases based on grade level reading
• Understanding of figurative language

– Figurative language, literal, similes, metaphors, compares, 
personification, attributes, allusion, associations 
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Writing
• 4 Types of Writing

– Informative
• Respond to the main question through explaining the topic in details

– Explanatory 
• Author presents some point of view on a certain topic, event or 

situation.
– Argumentative

• Presents arguments about both sides of an issue.
– Narrative texts

• write about what happened to you and how it influenced you
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Mississippi Department of Education 
Resources
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https://www.mdek12.org/OSA/MAAP#
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Additional Resources
• MAAP Parent Resource
• MAAP Communication Toolkit
• Family's Guide to the MAAP Results
• 2018-19 District- and school-level MAAP results
• Parent Guides for Student Success
• Reading Resources
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https://www.mdek12.org/OSA/MAAP
https://www.mdek12.org/OSA/MAAP/parent-resources
https://www.mdek12.org/OCGR/mapct
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OCGR/family_guide_to_maap-2019.docx
https://www.mdek12.org/OPR/Reporting/Assessment/2018-19
https://mdek12.org/OAE/OEER/FamilyGuidesEnglish
https://mdek12.org/OAE/OEER/ResourceParents
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