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ALL Students Proficient 

and Showing Growth in All 

Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates 

from High School and is Ready 

for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access 

to a High-Quality Early 

Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective 

Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively 

Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is 

Rated “C” or Higher
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2State Board of Education  S T R AT E GIC  P L A N  GOA L S



To create a world-class 

educational system that gives 

students the knowledge and 

skills to be successful in 

college and the workforce, 

and to flourish as parents 

and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership 

through the development of 

policy and accountability 

systems so that all students 

are prepared to compete in 

the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education 3
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Provide At-Home Resources to Improve Students’ Reading Skills

Discuss Mississippi's Approach to Teaching Reading 

Explore the Mississippi Grade 3 Reading Assessment

Discuss Families as Partners and the Literacy-Based Promotion Act(LBPA)

Session Goals



Families 
as 
Partners:



6Reading is an Education and Economic Issue

Annie E. Casey Foundation, Double Jeopardy: How Third-Grade Reading Skills and Poverty Influence High School Graduation, 2011.  Begin to Read, Literacy Statistics, 2014
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High School Dropouts

• Are not eligible for 90% of the jobs in the economy.

• Have yearly earnings that are less than 50% of someone who earns a Bachelor’s Degree.

• Make-up nearly 50% of all heads-of-households on welfare.

If African American or Hispanic, are six times 

more likely to drop out or fail to graduate from 

high school.

Students who are not reading proficiently in third 

grade:

Are four times more likely to not to graduate high 

school.  
4 x

6 x

8 x
If low-income minority, are eight times more likely 

to drop out or fail to graduate from high school.

of students who failed to earn 

a diploma were struggling 

readers in third grade.

88%

http://www.aecf.org/resources/double-jeopardy/
http://www.begintoread.com/research/literacystatistics.html
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8Mississippi Public Education Progress 2013 to 2022

Key strategies for improved outcomes:

✓ Effective State Board Strategic Plan

✓ High expectations for students and 

educators

✓ Higher academic standards

✓ Strong accountability system for 

schools and districts

✓ Professional development for educators



The 
Literacy 
Based 
Promotion 
Act
(LBPA)



10Improving Reading Outcomes

• The purpose of the Literacy-Based Promotion Act is to improve the 
reading skills of Kindergarten through 3rd grade public school 
students so that every student completing 3rd grade reads at or 
above grade level (SB 2157).

• It is required that ALL Kindergarten students be assessed 

(Kindergarten Readiness Assessment) at the beginning and end 

of the school year to determine readiness and growth (SB 2572).

• All K-3 students take a Universal Screener at the beginning, 
middle, and end of the year to determine progress in reading.
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The intensive reading 

instruction and 

intervention must be 

documented for each 

student in an 

individual reading 

plan (IRP).

Diagnostic 

assessments 

provide in-depth 

information about an 

individual student’s 

particular strengths 

and needs for Tier 2 

supplemental 

instruction and/or Tier 

3 intensive 

intervention.

K-3 students 

identified through the 

BOY Universal 

Screener whose 

results are below 

grade level should be 

assessed with a 

diagnostic to 

determine targeted 

instruction and 

interventions.

Universal Screener and Diagnostic Assessment 



12Parental Notification 

• Per the law, if a K-3 student has been identified with a 

substantial deficit in reading, parents MUST receive written 

notification within 10 business days of EACH screener.

• A 3rd grade student who fails to meet the academic 

requirements for promotion to 4th Grade may be promoted 

for good cause.



13Parental Notification 

What should be included in the written Parent Notification Letter:
• The student has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in 

reading;
• A description of the services that the school district currently is providing 

to the student;
• A description of the proposed supplemental instructional services and 

supports that are designed to remediate the identified area of reading 
deficiency which the school district plans to provide the student, as 
outlined in the student's Individual Reading Plan 

• That if the student's reading deficiency is not remediated before the end 
of the student's Third-Grade year, the student will not be promoted to 
Fourth Grade unless a good cause exemption specified under Section 37-
177-11 is met.



Mississippi 
Academic
Assessment 
Program 
(MAAP)

3rd Grade ELA Assessment



153rd Grade MAAP Assessment 

The MAAP-

ELA 

Assessment

will determine 

promotion/ 

retention.

Students must 

score a level 3 

or above to be 

promoted to 

4th grade.

During 2023-

2024, the 

assessment will 

be administered 

to 3rd grade 

public school 

students during 

the window of 

April 8 - April 19, 

2024.

Alternate forms 

(Forms B&C) of 

the 3rd Grade 

MAAP-ELA 

Assessment will 

serve as the 

retest. Students 

will have 2 

retest 

opportunities.



16LPBA Flowchart 





18Interventions for Students With a GCE 

A student who is promoted to 4th grade with a good cause 

exemption shall be provided an individual reading plan as 

described in Section 37-177-1(2), which outlines intensive 

reading instruction and intervention informed by specialized 

diagnostic information and delivered through specific reading 

strategies to meet the needs of each student so promoted.



MAAP Practice Tests



20Sample Test Item #1



21Sample Test Item #2



22Literacy-Based Promotion Act Testing Timeline



Mississippi’s 

Approach to 

Teaching 

Reading



24The Simple View of Reading 

• Phonemic Awareness 
     (working with sounds)
• Phonics
   (working with letters and sounds)

• Listening
• Comprehension
• Vocabulary

Fluency



25Structured Literacy



Strong Readers Strong 

Leaders Mississippi 

Strongreadersms.com 

website was developed to 

help families assist children 

with building their reading 

skills. The site provides 

activities, resources, and 

information for children 

from birth through 5th 

grade to become strong 

readers.

26Strong Reader Activities

https://strongreadersms.com/


Advocating for 
your Child’s 
Literacy Needs
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• How do you partner with your child’s teacher?

• What help or resources do you need to strengthen the relationship?

• What help or resources do you need to support your child in reading 

at home?

Families as Partners



29Check for Potholes

Questions to ask your child’s school:

• Are phonological awareness, phonics, 

and spelling taught explicitly and 

systematically?

• Does phonics instruction focus on 

blending and segmenting sounds to read 

and spell words?

• Are there opportunities for my child to 

read books that have the phonics skills 

he or she has learned in them?

• When my child reads aloud, is she or he 

encouraged to look carefully at printed 

words and use decoding skills to read 

unknown words?

https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-check-potholes
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Refer: Ask the school about opportunities to provide input 
on literacy approaches and practices and help make decisions.

Request: Talk with other parents and families who have similar 
experiences. Find out about your district’s literacy initiatives and supports.

Record: Keep a notebook and folder of information and communications 
about your child’s reading and writing.

Review: Learn about the school’s system of support for literacy and learn 
where your child fits within that system.

Becoming a Literacy Advocate



31Communicating With The School

• At-home reading strategies 

will be shared with you to 

help increase reading 

proficiency.

• Address any concerns as 

early as possible.

• Communicate regularly 

with teachers to know your 

child’s reading level.

• You must be notified 

immediately if a reading 

deficiency is identified.



Literacy 
Partners



33Literacy Partners
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Paper Tutoring for Mississippi
Paper, in partnership with the Mississippi Department 
of Education, now provides free access to 24/7 online 

tutoring for students. Up to 350,000 students in 
grades 3-12 can receive English language arts and 

math tutoring.
https://paper.co/states/mississippi

MPB Education Services

MPB Classroom TV is a growing resource that 

includes lessons aligned to Mississippi state 

standards and taught by our local literacy coaches 

and teachers.
https://education.mpbonline.org/mpb-classroom-tv/

https://paper.co/states/mississippi
https://education.mpbonline.org/mpb-classroom-tv/


34Key Take-Aways 

• As a parent, you will always be your child’s first teacher.

• Always maintain open communication with your child’s teacher(s).

• Try the activities and suggestions on the strongreadersms.com website.

• Ask questions, become involved, and attend school functions when 
possible.

http://www.strongreadersms.com


35Resources and Publications for Families

• PBS Kids: https://pbskids.org

• Scholastic: http://teacher.scholastic.com/commclub/index.htm

• ABCya: https://www.abcya.com/  

• Read Theory: https://readtheory.org/

• Khan Academy: https://www.khanacademy.org/

• Education.com: https://www.education.com

https://pbskids.org
http://teacher.scholastic.com/commclub/index.htm
https://www.abcya.com/
https://readtheory.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.education.com


mdek12.org
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Division of Literacy: Contact Information

Kristen Wynn, State Literacy Director Kwells@mdek12.org

Melissa Beck, K-3 Assessment Coordinator Mbeck@mdek12.org

Kelli Crain, Assistant State Literacy Coordinator Kcrain@mdek12.org

Jill Hoda, Assistant State Literacy Coordinator Jhoda@mdek12.org

mailto:Kwells@mdek12.org
mailto:Mbeck@mdek12.org
mailto:Kcrain@mdek12.org
mailto:Jhoda@mdek12.org
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