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To create a world-class 

educational system that gives 

students the knowledge and 

skills to be successful in 

college and the workforce, 

and to flourish as parents 

and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership 

through the development of 

policy and accountability 

systems so that all students 

are prepared to compete in 

the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education 2



ALL Students Proficient 

and Showing Growth in All 

Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates 

from High School and is Ready 

for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access 

to a High-Quality Early 

Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective 

Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively 

Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is 

Rated “C” or Higher
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"Teaching is tough, but when teachers are 

provided high-quality, standards-aligned 

materials and training,

teachers can focus on bringing their lessons to 

life instead of spending extra time searching for 

materials or creating materials."

https://msinstructionalmaterials.org/ 

https://msinstructionalmaterials.org/


5Wonders Workshop Goals

• Take a Resource Dive

• Examine Effective Lesson 

Preparation

• Look at Routine Practice Review

• Understand Assessment Guidance

• View Standard-Aligned Instruction



Determine which materials you have.

Resource Dive



7Resource Dive: What does Wonders Provide?

7

• Minilesson Resources
o Reading/Writing Companion

o Interactive Read-Aloud Cards

o Visual Vocabulary Cards

• Authentic Literature

• Teacher Resources

• Small Group Resources

• Assessments

• Data Dashboard

• Integrated Support for English 

Language Learners



8Resource Dive: Wonders Resources

• Include a robust set of connected resources

• Are available in print and digital form and for 

download in the online component



9Resource Dive: Grade One
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• Explain

• Model

• Practice

• Reading

• Language 

Arts

• Small Group

Resource Dive: Teacher’s Edition

10

Color-Coded 
Lessons

Sequence of 
Lessons

• Whole 

group

• Small group

• Both

Small Group 
Options

Lesson Type

• Flags

• Phases in 

close 

reading

• Genre focus



11Resource Dive: Grade One



12MDE Guidance for Leveled Readers

The MDE does not support the use of leveled 

readers when teaching students to read.

• Decodable Readers should be used in K, 1st, and 2nd grade (and 

3rd for below level readers with foundational skill deficits) to 

support learning to read.

• Leveled readers may be used as optional readers for students 

who have strong decoding skills and are reading at or above 

grade level.

• Districts are strongly encouraged to review all components of 

their adopted HQIM to ensure alignment with the SOR 

(structured literacy).



13Resource Dive: Grade One



14Resource Dive: Grade One



15Resource Dive: Grade One



16Resource Dive: Grade One



17Resource Dive: Grade One



18Resource Dive: Grade One



Lesson Preparation

The plan is complete. Let’s prepare!



20Annotations

Annotation styles may vary 

from educator to educator; 

however, the overall goal is 

for all educators teaching 

the lessons to be prepared.



21Lesson Preparation:  Annotating vs. Adapting

Annotating

• Involves making notes 

(marking up the lesson 

pages) in preparation for 

instruction

• Part of pre-planning that 

helps teachers better 

understand the flow of 

the lesson

Adapting

• Adjusting or scaffolding 

instruction to allow 

students equal access to 

the curriculum

• Allows all students the 

opportunity to process 

and demonstrate what 

has been taught



22Lesson Preparation: Annotating

When teaching Wonders, the focus shifts 

from planning to preparing.

• The format is readily available in the Instructional Routines 

Handbook for each component.

• Teachers should focus on being prepared to present the material 

to the students by following the sequence in the teacher's guide.

• It is suggested that educators prepare by annotating the 

teacher's guide instead of re-writing plans.



23Annotating the Teacher’s Edition

Color-code 

by highlighting: by

Use abbreviations 

for quicker, 

easier annotations:

Write in blue ink 

for:

• Pink for student 

actions

• Yellow for 

teacher actions

• V for volunteer

• NV for non-volunteer

• S for student(s)

• T for teacher

• TPS is for Think-Pair-Share

• Use student initials 

for specific notations 

for specific students.

• Analysis of 

each section

• Extra scaffolds, 

such as an 

anchor chart, 

that may be 

needed



24Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Follow the Core Pathway



25Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Pacing



26Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Foundational Skills



27Phonemic Awareness Activity Example



28Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Foundational Skills



29Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Foundational Skills



30Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Foundational Skills



31Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Foundational Skills



32Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Introduce the Concept



33Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Introduce the Concept



34Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Genre Study



35Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Genre Study



36Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Genre Study

Literature 

Anthology

• Each genre study includes an anchor text and a 

paired selection.

• Teachers follow the close reading routine to read and 

reread the anchor text and paired selection.

• As students read and reread, they complete the pages 

in the Reading/Writing Companion.

Reading/Writing 

Companion



37Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Reading/Writing Companion



38Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Reading/Writing Companion



39Preparing Lessons with Wonders: Unit Wrap Up

• Students show what they learned by 

completing spiral review activities.

• Extend your learning follows spiral 

review activities with opportunities for 

students to track their own progress.



40You Do Activity

1. Using the Word Work lesson provided, add annotations that 

would be useful for an educator as he or she prepares to 

teach the content. 

2. Refer to slide 24 for recommended annotations. 

3. You may use the pink and yellow highlighters, sticky notes, 

and pens provided.

4. Compare annotations with a partner and discuss the 

difference between lesson “planning” and lesson “preparing.”



41Current Planning Analysis

• How do your teachers 
currently plan?

• Does your current planning 
give each teacher in the grade level 
the time to prepare materials and 
review routines needed for the 
lesson?

• Could it benefit your school to allow 
teachers to prepare by annotating 
lesson plans that are already 
available?

  Plan

           Prepare



Routines make everything easier!

Routine Review



43Routine Review: Gradual Release of Responsibility

• I Do: The teacher explains and models to the students what 

they are learning to do.

• We Do: The teacher and students work together and share the 

instruction. Students practice while the teacher guides and 

teaches.

• You Do, I Watch: Students practice while the teacher observes 

and offers immediate corrective feedback.

• You Do It Alone: Students work independently.

43



44Routine Review

44

"We do it"

"You do it 

together"

"You do 

it alone"

Collaborative

Independent

Focus Lesson

Guided 

Instruction

"I do it"

Teacher Responsibility

Student Responsibility

A structure for successful instruction



45Routine Review: Instructional Routines

• Effectively organize instruction

• Help set clear expectations for students

• Help teachers scaffold instruction

• Minimize instructional time and teacher talk

• Maximize student participation

Instructional routines are important because they…

45



46Foundational Skills: Phonemic Awareness

• Phoneme Categorization

• Phoneme Blending

• Phoneme Segmentation

• Phoneme Deletion

• Phoneme Substitution

• Phoneme Addition

• Phoneme Reversal

46

• Sentence Segmentation

• Identify and Generate Rhyme

• Syllable Segmentation

• Onset and Rhyme Blending

• Onset and Rime

 Segmentation



47Activity: Table Talk

• What does phonological and phonemic 

awareness instruction look like at your school?

• Are the skills integrated throughout 

phonological and phonemic awareness, 

phonics, spelling, and reading instruction?



48Foundational Skills: Phonics

48

• Sound-by-Sound Blending

• Sound-Spelling Cards

• Building Words

• Reading Decodables

• Multisyllabic Words

• Reading Big Words



49Foundational Skills: High Frequency Words

49

• Read/Spell/Write

• Reading Pre-decodable 

Text



50Foundational Skills: Spelling

50

• Dictation

• Close Sort

• Open Sort

• Look-Say-Cover-

Write-Check



51Foundational Skills: Vocabulary

51

• Vocabulary

• Define/Explain/Ask

• Word Square



52Comprehension Skills: Close Reading

• Responding to the text

• Retelling

52

• Close Reading

• Finding Text Evidence

• Minilesson



53Comprehension Skills: Interactive Read Alouds

• Retelling

53

• Interactive Read Aloud Cards



54Routine Review for Comprehension Skills: Shared Reads

54

• Shared Read Routine

• Leveled Reader

• Online and Differentiated 

Genre Passage



55MDE Guidance for Leveled Readers

The MDE does not support the use of leveled 

readers when teaching students to read.

• Decodable Readers should be used in K, 1st, and 2nd grade (and 

3rd for below level readers with foundational skill deficits) to 

support learning to read.

• Leveled readers may be used as optional readers for students 

who have strong decoding skills and are reading at or above 

grade level.

• Districts are strongly encouraged to review all components of 

their adopted HQIM to ensure alignment with the Science of 

Reading (structured literacy).



56Comprehension Skills: Independent Reading

56

• Independent Reading

• Teacher-Student Conference

• Book Talk



Let’s see how we have done as practitioners!

Assessment Guidance



58Assessment Guidance: Types of Assessments

• Screener

• Diagnostic

• Progress Monitoring

• Unit Assessments

• Benchmark Assessments

58

There is no need to create or locate tests. The Wonders curriculum 

includes baseline, formative, and summative assessments aligned 

with texts, standards, and curriculum pacing.



59Assessment Guidance

Assessment Purpose
When to 

Administer
Content Formats

Universal 

Screener 

Assessment

To serve as 

an initial 

screening 

instrument

At the start of a 

new year, or 

when a student 

enters the class

Items that assist 

in identifying 

students who 

may be at risk

Online 

Assessment 

Center

Placement 

and 

Diagnostic 

Assessment

To monitor 

students’ 

progress 

and make 

leveling 

decisions

Beginning of 

the year and 

throughout as 

needed

Student 

placement 

decision trees

• Printable PDF

• Print

• Online



60Assessment Guidance

Assessment Purpose
When to 

Administer
Content Formats

Fluency

To assess ability 

to read 

accurately, 

fluently, and with 

understanding

During each unit 

beginning in 

Grade 2

During unit 3-6 
in Grade 1

Suite of reading passages

• Grade 1: 24

• Grades 2 and up: 30

Printable 

PDF

Progress 

Monitoring

Assessments

To assess the 

key weekly skill 

(1) and genre 

study (2-6) 

comprehension 

skills and 

vocabulary 

strategies

At the end of 

each week in 

Grade 1

At the end of 

each Genre 

Study in 

Grades 2-6

• Fresh read texts

• Foundational skills (1)

• Vocabulary

• Comprehension

• Answer Key

Printable 

PDF



61Assessment Guidance



62Assessment Guidance



63Assessment Guidance

Assessment Purpose
When to 

Administer
Content Formats

ELA Interactive 

Observation 

Rubrics

To informally 

assess key 

skills at any 

time during a 

week of 
instruction

Weekly on days 1-3

• Four-point 

criteria for 

scoring key 

skills related to 

reading, 
phonics, and 

vocabulary

• Written record

Online in Assessment 

& Data > Rubrics

Unit 

Assessments

To assess 

progress and 

mastery of 

skills and 

strategies for 
the unit

At the completion of 

each unit

• Literary and 

informational 

text fresh reads

• Foundational 

Skills
• Vocabulary 

Strategies

Online Assessment 

Center

Printable PDF

Print



64Assessment Guidance

Assessment Purpose
When to 

Administer
Content Formats

Benchmark 

Assessment

To determine 

progress toward 

year-end goals 

and to signal 

readiness for 

high stakes 

testing

• Grade K: Twice 

a year after 

units 5 and 10

• Grade 1: Twice 

a year after 

units 3 and 6

• Grades 2-6: 

Scheduled 

throughout the 

year

• Phonics (K-1)

• Structural 

Analysis

• Comprehension

• Vocabulary

• Mirrors the 

approach of 

high stakes 

testing

Online 

Assessment 

Center

Printable PDF

Print



65Assessment Guidance



66Assessment Guidance

Assessment Purpose
When to 

Administer
Content Formats

Assessment 

Handbook

To assist 

teachers in 

administering 

and scoring 

assessments

Throughout the 

year

Guidelines for 

using assessment 

data and 

interpreting scores

Printable PDF

Selection Tests

To assess 

knowledge of 

selection and 

concept 

vocabulary and 

comprehension 

of the Anchor 

Text

After reading 

each Anchor 

Text selection

• Vocabulary 

from the 

Anchor Text

• Comprehensio

n questions 

from the 

Anchor Text

Online Assessment 

Center

Printable PDF

Assignable PDF



67Activity: Table Talk

• Think about the assessments you currently use in 

your building.

• Are there any assessment components that you think could 

benefit your teachers as they assess students?

• Choose a Wonders assessment resource and share with a 

partner how that assessment could be beneficial in your 

school’s data collection. How and when would you have your 

teachers use it?



Standard-Aligned
Instruction K-5



69Standard-Aligned Instruction

• Follows the scope and sequence of the given curriculum

• Increases in text complexity and systematic, explicit 

phonics instruction

• Explicitly teaches, aligns, and spirals standards to 

achieve mastery by the end of the school year

• Teaches the entire text by addressing the standards authentically



70Standard-Aligned Instruction

• Wonders provides a standard-aligned document that offers a 

focus for instruction each year and helps ensure that students 

gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. 

• Rigor is also infused through the requirement that students read 

increasingly complex texts through the grades. 

• Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet 

each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further 

develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding 

grades.



71Standard-Aligned Instruction 

STANDARDS PAGE REFERENCES 

 The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate 
exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also infused through the requirement that students read 
increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet 
each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in 
preceding grades. 

 Reading Literature 

 Key Ideas and Details 

RL.K.1 

With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text. 

Teacher's Edition: 
Unit 1: T22-T26, T38-T39, T47, T119-T122, T133, T143, T251 
Unit 2: T345, T362, T436-T437, T446-T447, T458, T512-T516, 
T527 
Unit 3: T23-T26, T36-T37, T38-T39, T47, T52-T53, T72-T73, 
T119-T122, T133, T230-T231, T268 
Unit 4: T345, T392-T393, T413-T416, T426-T427, T428-T429, 
T432-T433, T448-T449, T450-T451, T524-T525, T529 
Unit 5: T23-T26, T74-T75, T81, T82-T83, T87, T91, T96-T97, 
T139 
Unit 6: T309-T312, T323, T346, T401-T404, T425, T493-T496, 
T506-T507, T508-T509, T517 
Unit 7: T60-T61, T117-T118, T151, T220, T222-T223, T231, 
T265, T271, T275, T276-T277 
Unit 8: T322, T324-T325, T333, T360-T361 
Unit 9: T22-T26, T38-T39, T43, T52-T53, T59, T128-T129, 
T130-T131, T139, T145, T278-T279 
Unit 10: T324-T325, T335, T402-T406, T416-T417, T418-T419, 
T432-T433, T454-T455, T461 
Leveled Readers: Unit 1: Hop! (A), We Hop! (O), We Can 
Move! (B) Unit 2: We Like Bugs! (A), The Bugs Run (O), I See a 
Bug! (B) Unit 3: We Run (A), Go, Nat! (O); A Noisy Night (B) 
Unit 4: My Neighbors (A), Neighborhood Party (O), Parade Day 
(B) Unit 5: My Garden (A), My Garden Grows (O) Unit 6: The 
Rain (A), Weather Is Fun (O), Kate and Tuck (B) Unit 7: We 
Want Water (A), A New Home (O), Bird’s New Home (B) Unit 8: 
Going Up (A), In the Clouds (O), How Sun and Moon Found 
Home (B) Unit 9: Let Me Help You (A), How Can Jane Help? 
(O), I Used to Help Too (B) Unit 10: Animal Band (A), We Want 
Honey (O), A Good Idea (B) 
Reading Workstation Activity Cards: 1, 2 
Reading/Writing Companion:  
Unit 1: 30, 90, 130 
Unit 2: 20, 24, 46 
Unit 3: 40, 66, 67 
Unit 4: 37, 38, 60 
Unit 5: 24 
Unit 6: 24, 25 
Unit 7: 36 
Unit 8: 54 
Unit 9: 20, 22 
Unit 10: 32, 44 



72

Administrator 
Resources



73Administrative Implementation Checklist



74Administrative Implementation Checklist



75Administrative Implementation Checklist



76Administrator Walk-Through



77Administrator Walk-Through



78Classroom Observation Tool



79Classroom Observation Tool



80Classroom Observation Tool



81Instructional Videos: Resources Within the Curriculum

• The QR code accesses a list of 
linked “How To” instructional videos.

• The videos demonstrate how to 

locate specific resources within the 
curriculum.

• Scan to access and share with 
teachers.



82Questions/Comments/Concerns
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