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introduction:
“Words are not just words. They are the nexus‑the interface‑between communication and 
thought. When we read, it is through words that we build, refine, and modify our knowledge” 
Marilyn Jager Adams (2009, p. 180).   

Mississippi strives to develop college‑ and career‑ready students by building their capacity 
to make meaning of the world around them through reading. For students to become well‑
rounded readers and citizens, they need to engage with high‑quality, rigorous texts that 
represent varying cultures, genres, and facets of the human experience.   

This resource intends to equip educators to make purposeful instructional decisions around the 
Mississippi College‑ and Career‑Readiness Standards while promoting literacy that purposefully 
builds on a reader’s knowledge. This resource also provides students with texts that will serve 
as “mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors.” Mirrors reflect texts where students can see 
themselves in the characters and events, while windows apply to texts that allow students 
to look out into the larger world and experience cultures, life experiences, and communities 
different from their own. Sliding glass doors refer to texts that not only introduce students to 
stories different from their own but encourage them to walk through and move forward, acting 
in an attempt to change the narrative.   

Through a collaborative process, Mississippi teachers, administrators, parents, counselors, 
and librarians contributed to the creation of this list; consideration of individual texts and their 
potential for intertextuality through pairing was a factor in title selection.   

The opportunities and applications for this resource are varied; therefore, teacher guidance and 
review are essential to providing students with appropriate and balanced reading choices that 
will ultimately foster increased independent reading and stamina. This resource is best utilized 
in conjunction with an MDE adopted High‑Quality Instructional Materials.   

While appropriate within the context of the text, titles may contain content or topics that may 
require additional conversations. Administrators, teachers, counselors, librarians, and families 
should make informed decisions regarding text selections, and if a text for consideration is 
not familiar, please review the book prior to use. Teachers and librarians can use the Reading 
Assignment Approval Form if necessary, but it is not required for reading assignments or 
assessments. 

RESOURCE   Adams, M. J. (2009). The challenge of advanced texts: The interdependence of reading and 
learning. In E. H. Hiebert (Ed.), Reading more, reading better: Are American students reading enough of the right 
stuff? (pp. 163–189). New York, NY: Guilford.
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methodology:
The books identified in this list were not chosen at random; to appear on this list, a title had 
to meet specific criteria as outlined by a rubric developed by a team composed of a librarian, 
literacy personnel, a college professor, and a high school English teacher. The specific 
components of the rubric helped the team identify whether a chosen text contained:   
 
          •  ability to help students build knowledge, 
 •  appropriate grade‑level complexity,

 •   a balance of diverse characters, cultures, perspectives, orientations, races, and ages, and

 •  content specific topics addressed by the Mississippi College‑  

   and Career‑Readiness Standards.

The formal rubric used in the book‑identification process can 
be found in the appendices of this document.

In addition, the team made the decision to focus on identifying 
newer texts in the hope that the themes and characters would 
be more relatable to students. While newer texts were a 
priority, the team also recognized the importance of classic 
texts and made attempts to present traditional titles in newer 
formats, such as graphic novels, to make these texts appealing 
to the modern student. The team used resources such as 
the Magnolia book list, Novelist, We Need Diverse Books,  
Common Sense Media, and Teaching Books to help identify 
potential titles. 

Selected texts were then presented to a panel composed of 
Mississippi educators and parents, including public school 
teachers, librarians, administrators, counselors, and literacy 
coaches. This panel reviewed each text thoroughly, using 
a second rubric to rate and/or categorize each title on the 
following criteria:   
 
          •  Publication date,

 •  Bilingual or graphic formats,

 •  Award winner,

 •   Diversity or Social Emotional considerations,

 •   Grade‑level appropriateness, and 

 • Connection to established booklist themes.

Once reviewed by the panel, additional considerations were 
made for a text’s potential to promote culturally responsive 
learning, build content knowledge, and social and emotional 
development.  

CULTURAL  
RESPONSIVE 
TEACHING  

an approach that 

emphasizes “using the 

cultural knowledge, 

prior experiences, 

frames of reference, 

and performance styles 

of ethnically diverse 

students to make 

learning encounters more 

relevant to and effective 

for them. ‑ Geneva Gay

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL 
LEARNING 

is the process through 

which children manage 

emotions, show empathy 

for others, maintain 

positive relationships, 

and make responsible 

decisions.
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The Mississippi College‑ and Career‑ Readiness Standards were designed to be robust and 
relevant to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills students need for success in college 
and careers and to compete in the global economy. In order for these standards to be truly met, 
they must be addressed under the umbrella of the three instructional shifts: text complexity, 
finding evidence, and building knowledge. These shifts serve as a framework for cultivating 
language comprehension in the classroom. 

Through regular practice with complex texts and their academic language, students are able 
to meet the steady demands of the standards as they increase through the grade bands. This 
focus on grade‑level (and above) complex text equips students to master not only the reading 
standards, but to grow in their language, speaking, and listening skills. This booklist allows 
students to experience new and exciting worlds through interactive read alouds and book studies 
of high‑interest and high complexity text. 

Reading, writing, and speaking must be grounded in evidence from texts. This emphasis on 
locating evidence, from both literary and informational text, require students to read carefully 
and grasp information, arguments, ideas and details based on evidence directly from the text. 
The complex texts included in this booklist allow countless opportunities for teachers to develop 
both text‑dependent and text‑specific questions that require students to locate evidence from 
the materials.  

Building knowledge through content‑rich nonfiction allows students to be immersed in information 
about the world and develop strong general knowledge and vocabulary. In K‑5, meeting this shift 
requires a 50/50 balance between informational and literary reading with a heavy emphasis on 
content‑rich nonfiction in history/social studies, sciences, technical studies, and the arts. For 
grades 6‑12, this is the core of the work as the standards for literacy are embedded throughout 
other subject areas. The Equipped Booklist has a strong pairing of fiction and nonfiction, along 
with examples on creating knowledge‑building text sets that allow for deep understanding of 
important information about the world.

the shifts:
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text complexity:
Within the considerations for text complexity, a key shift of the standards, there are three 
important elements to consider: quantitative elements, qualitative elements, and the reader and 
task. Each element is of equal importance during text selection for students. Below are details 
for how each element connects to the Equipped Booklist.  

Through quantitative measures, a text is analyzed typically through a computer software based 
on items such as word length or frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. For this booklist, 
Lexile measures were provided for each text when available. More information on Lexile levels 
can be found on the following page. 

Qualitative features address four separate dimensions of text complexity. These include the 
meaning/purpose of the text, how the text is structured, the language used within the text, 
and the knowledge demands placed on students. Educators should carefully read through each 
text before presenting it to students to ensure appropriateness for the grade level and planned 
scaffolds to provide access for all. 

The final element of text complexity considers the reader 
and task. This piece includes considerations of motivation, 
prior knowledge and experiences, and the overall purpose 
of interacting with the text. 

For more information on identifying text complexity, visit 
https://achievethecore.org/page/2725/text‑complexity.
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RESOURCE   strongreadersms.com/wp‑content/uploads/2020/05/Find‑A‑Book.pdf

lexile consideration:
Recently, Lexile levels have shifted, increasing in complexity at the lower grades. However, what 
has not shifted is the expectation that elementary students should be exposed to high‑quality, 
rigorous text. Students need the opportunity to experience complex language and themes 
in authentic settings, both read independently and as part of a read‑aloud experience. It is 
recommended that adults choose texts 1‑3 grade levels higher than the child’s independent 
reading level when selecting texts for read‑aloud experiences.  

Implementation Help:
 •  Focus all students on the same rich, read‑aloud anchor texts (as defined by the chart   
   below) multiple times a week. 

 •  Organize units around conceptually‑related topics (and content‑rich themes for literary   
   texts) that build knowledge through anchor texts and volume of reading.

 •  Provide and adjust instructional scaffolds so every student can engage with the anchor   
     texts, rather than restrict students to texts at their prescribed independent reading level.  
   Scaffolds could include building knowledge about the topic of the text under study,   
   providing access to texts read aloud, etc.

RESOURCE   achievethecore.org/content/upload/Supporting%20All%20Learners%20with%20Complex%20Text.pdf  
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Wordless Picture Books and Picture Books

Some books have no written text, therefore they have no assigned Lexile value. However, 
wordless picture books and picture books serve an important purpose in the Literacy classroom 
and for all learners.  

In wordless picture books, the detailed illustrations tell the story. Teachers and parents can use 
these particular texts as a foundation for vocabulary development and language acquisition by 
guiding conversation around what students notice on each page. Students can be encouraged 
to write their own descriptions and narratives to accompany the images. Even though there 
are no written words, students can still be guided through the text using a close‑reading lesson 
format to help them find the detail and nuance the illustrations provide.

In a similar way, picture books should be considered as appropriate for students in all 
elementary grades, as they frequently incorporate complex language and themes which are 
supported by the illustrations. Students can be guided through a picture walk prior to reading 
the text as a way to support their wonderings and introduce them to key vocabulary.  

Wordless picture books and picture books are excellent resources to support deeper units of 
learning. Through visuals, they support student understanding of vocabulary, allow them to 
visualize the content and building of background knowledge. 

The Importance of Read-Alouds

Reading aloud to students continues to be one of the most important activities for building 
knowledge, enriching vocabulary, exposing students to worlds beyond their own, and 
providing access to text for all. Typically, teachers should conduct read‑alouds with text one 
to three grade levels above to allow for exposure to rich language and deep concepts. The 
Equipped Booklist will enable students to engage independently and explore new ideas and 
worlds with the classroom teacher through interactive read‑alouds, even at the highest grade 
level. Educators must keep in mind the quantitative measures, qualitative features, and reader 
and task to make the best read‑aloud decisions for their classroom instruction. 
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BILINGUAL FORMAT: a book that is available in multiple languages

DIGITAL FORMAT: a book that is available as an audio book or an 
ebook

FICTION: literature that describes imaginary events and people

GRAPHIC FORMAT: a book written in comic‑strip format or illustrated 
features, or a wordless picture book

LEXILE (L): a measurement of the reading level of a text

NONFICTION: writing that is based on facts, real events or people, 
such as biography or history

AD – ADULT DIRECTED: Better when read aloud to a student rather than having the student read 
independently

GN – GRAPHIC NOVEL: Graphic novels or comic books

HL – HIGH-LOW: Content to engage older students who need materials that are less complex and at 
a lower reading level

NA – NOT AVAILABLE: Lexile level has not been assigned to the text 

NC – NON-CONFORMING: Good for high‑ability readers who still need age‑appropriate content

understanding the book lists:

Short Description
Page Count and Text Type

Rubric ComponentsLexile Level

Award Winner

Bilingual Format(s) 
Available 

Digital Format 
Available

LE
X

IL
E 

C
O

D
ES

G
LO

SS
A

RY
 O

F 
TE

RM
S

Building Knowledge Topic Grade Level(s)
Book Title
Author (Publication Date)

Graphic Format: 
Wordless Picture Books, 
Graphic or Illustrated 
Books

LEGEND

Book Cover
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE TOPIC   
PERSONAL NARRATIVES

Buzzing with Questions 
By: Janice Harrington (2019)
Charles Henry Turner’s 
mind itched with questions. 
Fascinated by animals, bugs, and 
crustaceans, Turner studied their 
lives. When books didn’t answer 
his questions, he researched, 
experimented, and looked for 
answers on his own, even when 
faced with racial prejudice. 
NF 48pgs

LEXILE: 1010L

Ada Lovelace,  
Poet of Science 
By: Diane Stanley (2016)
A biography of Ada Lovelace, the 
pioneering computer programmer 
and daughter of the poet Lord 
Byron and his mathematical wife, 
Annabella.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 810L

Code Breaker,  
Spy Hunter 
By: Laurie Wallmark (2021)
Readers will learn all about 
Elizebeth Friedman (1892–1980), 
a brilliant American code breaker 
who smashed Nazi spy rings, took 
down gangsters, and created 
the CIA’s first cryptology unit. 
Her story came to light when 
her secret papers were finally 
declassified in 2015.  NF 43pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Esquivel! Space-Age 
Sound Artist 
By: Susan Wood (2016)
Born in Mexico and raised with 
the happy sounds of mariachi 
bands in his ears, Juan Garcia 
Esquivel grew up to love music. 
Eventually, Esquivel’s love for 

music and sound led him to invent the style of 
music he is known for today ‑ stereo sound and 
space‑age lounge music!  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 910L

Girls Think of Everything 
By: Catherine Thimmesh 
(2018)
In kitchens and living rooms, in 
garages and labs and basements, 
even in converted chicken coops, 
women and girls have invented 
ingenious innovations that have 
made our lives simpler and better. 
What inspired these girls, and just 
how did they turn their ideas into 
realities?  NF 106pgs

LEXILE: 960L

Grace Hopper 
By: Laurie Wallmark (2017)
Who was Grace Hopper? You 
don’t know? Just the woman who 
broke every boundary placed on 
her by society and revolutionized 
computer science as we know it, 
earning the nickname Amazing 
Grace ‑ a role model for science‑ 
and math‑minded girls and boys. 
NF 44pgs

LEXILE: 730L
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Nacho’s Nachos 
By: Sandra Nickel (2020)
Chronicles the life of Ignacio 
“Nacho” Anaya who began 
working as a waiter at a restaurant 
near the border of Mexico and 
the United States, The Victory 
Club, and details the story of how 
he created nachos.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Little Dreamers 
By: Vashti Harrison (2018)
Featuring the true stories of 35 
women creators, ranging from 
writers to inventors, artists to 
scientists, Little Dreamers inspires 
as it educates. Some names are 
known, some are not, but all of 
the women had a lasting effect on 
the fields they worked in.   
NF 89pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Nothing Stopped 
Sophie 
By: Cheryl Bardoe (2018)
For six years Sophie Germain 
used her love of math and 
her undeniable determination 
to test equations that would 
predict patterns of vibrations. 

She eventually became the first woman to win a 
grand prize from France’s prestigious Academy 
of Sciences for her formula, which laid the 
groundwork for much of modern architecture. 
NF 34pgs

LEXILE: 1030L

On the Horizon 
By: Lois Lowry (2020)
A biography that discusses 
the intersection of the Pearl 
Harbor attack and the nuclear 
bombing of Hiroshima and the 
lives that were lost in both events 
through the personal lens of 
author Lois Lowry.  NF 75pgs

LEXILE: HL580L

Planting Stories 
By: Anika Denise (2019)
When she came to America in 
1921, Pura Belpré carried the 
cuentos folklóricos of her Puerto 
Rican homeland. Finding a new 
home at the New York Public 
Library as a bilingual assistant, 
she turned her popular retellings 
into libros and spread story seeds 
across the land.  NF 34pgs

LEXILE: 860L

A River of Words 
By: Jennifer Bryant (2008)
A River of Words is a stunning 
picture‑book biography that tells 
the story of a little known but 
extraordinary man named William 
Carlos Williams, who worked as a 
doctor by day and wrote Pulitzer 
prize winning poems at night. 
NF 34pgs

LEXILE: AD820L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE TOPIC   
POETRY

Dictionary for a  
Better World 
By: Irene Latham (2020)
Alphabetically organized 
collection of poems that express 
themes of courage, kindness, 
curiosity, love, and tolerance, 
and prompts the reader to take 
positive action.  F 119pgs

LEXILE: 960L

Cast Away:  
Poems of Our Time 
By: Naomi Shihab Nye (2019)
With poems about food wrappers, 
plastic straws, refugee children, 
the environment, responsibility to 
the planet, politics, immigration, 
time, junk mail, all that we carry 
and all that we discard, this is 
a rich, engaging, moving, and 
sometimes humorous collection 
for readers of all ages.  F 159pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Dreams from  
Many Rivers 
By: Margarita Engle (2019)
Presents a collection of poems 
from Hispanic American children 
about Hispanic American 
and indigenous history in the 
United States, from the days of 
colonialism and conquest up to 
the present.  F 199pgs

LEXILE: 1240L

Every Month is a  
New Year 
By: Marilyn Singer (2018)
Poetic text and colorful 
illustrations highlight sixteen 
observances and festivals that 
people from cultures around the 
world engage in to celebrate the 
new year.  F 50pgs

LEXILE: 750L

Firefly July 
By: Melissa Sweet (2018)
From spring to winter, this 
collection of 36 poems calls to 
mind the wonders of each season 
in 10 lines or less. Authors have 
created an enchanting picture of 
the changes in nature throughout 
the year.  F 47pgs

LEXILE: NP

Have You Heard About 
Lady Bird? 
By: Marilyn Singer (2018)
The role of First Lady has been 
defined differently by each 
woman who’s held it, but all of 
them left an impact on our nation 
as partner of the commander in 
chief. Incisive poetry provides a 
glimpse into the lives of women‑
from Martha Washington to 
Eleanor Roosevelt to Lady Bird 
Johnson.  F 56pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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One Last Word 
By: Nikki Grimes (2020)
Between the poems of these 
greats, Nikki Grimes scatters her 
own, setting them up and asking 
thought‑provoking questions, and 
getting in one last word on that 
golden time in history.  F 120pgs

LEXILE: NP

Love That Dog 
By: Sharon Creech (2001)
A young student, who comes to 
love poetry through a personal 
understanding of what different 
famous poems mean to him, 
surprises himself by writing his 
own inspired poem.  F 86pgs

LEXILE: 1010L

A Place Inside of Me 
By: Zetta Elliott (2020)
Contributes a poem in which a 
black child describes his emotions 
through various events, including 
a shooting in his neighborhood. 
Expresses his joy, anger, outrage, 
conviction, and finally peace. 
F 32pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Vivid 
By: Julie Paschkis (2018)
With information about the 
science of sight and perception, 
pigment origins in art and textiles, 
colloquial expressions and word 
associations, there’s so much 
to see in each vivid spread ‑ a 
wonderfully sensory read. 
F 32pgs

LEXILE: 650L

Words with Wings 
By: Nikki Grimes (2013)
When Gabby’s parents separate, 
her tendency to daydream 
becomes essential to coping 
with life’s difficuties, which only 
increase when she moves with her 
mother to a new home and a new 
school.  F 84pgs

LEXILE: AD850L

You Can Fly 
By: Carole Boston 
Weatherford (2016)
The poster of Uncle Sam said “I 
WANT YOU!” But for a young 
black man in 1940, it probably did 
not seem like Uncle Sam wanted 
him. Nevertheless, young black 
men from around America wanted 
to serve their country in the skies, 
and so the Tuskegee Airmen were 
born.  F 80pgs

LEXILE: 910L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE ART TOPIC   
ART AND ARTISTS 

The Bird in Me Flies 
By: Sara Lundberg (2020)
Berta dreams of being an artist 
while growing up in a small 
Swedish farming village in the 
1920s. She finds solace in nature, 
and in drawing and shaping birds 
from clay for her mother, the 
only person who seems to truly 
understand her.  F 120pgs

LEXILE: N/A

All the Greys on  
Greene Street 
By: Laura Tucker (2020)
Twelve‑year‑old Olympia is an 
artist ‑ and in her neighborhood, 
that’s normal. Then everything 
falls apart ‑ her dad goes missing 
in the middle of the night. 
F 307pgs

LEXILE: 910L

The Colors of History: 
How Colors Shaped  
the World 
By: Clive Gifford (2018)
From black to white, and all the 
colors in between, every shade 
has a story to tell. The book tells 
stories of how different colors 
and their shades have affected 
human history.  NF 64pgs

LEXILE: 1120L

The Girl Who  
Drew Butterflies 
By: Joyce Sidman (2018)
One of the first naturalists to 
observe live insects directly, 
Maria Sibylla Merian was also 
one of the first to document the 
metamorphosis of the butterfly. 
This biography includes original 
paintings by Merian, herself. 
NF 120pgs

LEXILE: 1110L

Prairie Boy: Frank 
Lloyd Wright Turns the 
Heartland into a Home 
By: Barb Rosenstock (2019)
Frank Lloyd Wright’s family moved 
across the United States and he 
found his own home in shapes: 

rectangles, triangles, half‑moons, and circles. 
When he returned to his beloved Wisconsin prairie, 
Frank pursued a career in architecture, as he didn’t 
think the Victorian‑era homes found there fit the 
prairie landscape. Using his knowledge and love of 
shapes, Frank created houses more organic to the 
land.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 860L

The Quilts of  
Gee’s Bend 
By: Susan Goldman Rubin 
(2017)
Presents a history of the artistic 
quilts made by the black women 
of Alabama’s Gee’s Bend 
community. Features color and 
black‑and‑white photographs of 
the women, and representations 
of various quilts.  NF 56pgs

LEXILE: 970L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SCIENCE TOPIC   
GEOLOGY

All About Crystals  
and Gems 
By: Libby Romero (2021)
Explores the formation of crystals 
and gems and how they are 
used in technology and jewelry. 
Highlights jobs that work with 
crystals and gems.  NF 48pgs

LEXILE: 870L

Crystals 
By: Patrick Perish (2020)
Snowflakes float gently through 
the air. Aged cheeses add the 
perfect flavor to an afternoon 
snack. Gas stoves boil water for 
pasta. Each of these everyday 
objects contains crystals! They are 
in nature, in food, and in many of 
the appliances and electronics we 
use every day.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 650L

Brendan Buckley’s 
Universe and  
Everything In It 
By: Sundee Frazier (2008)
Brendan, a biracial ten‑year‑old, 
applies his scientific problem 
solving ability and newfound 
interest in rocks and minerals to 
connect with his grandfather.   
F 198pgs

LEXILE: 630L

Igneous Rocks 
By: Jenny VanVoorst (2020)
For most of us, igneous rocks 
are no more than a stone’s throw 
away. These underrated rocks 
make up more than half of Earth’s 
crust! Not only that, but they have 
many uses in building, medicine, 
and other industries.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 760L

Mary Anning’s Curiosity 
By: Monica Kulling (2017)
Presents a fictionalized account of 
the childhood of Mary Anning, a 
fossil collector who found her first 
complete ichthyosaur at the age 
of twelve.  F 115pgs

LEXILE: 840L

The Rock Cycle 
By: Richard Spilsbury (2019)
Within the rock cycle, there are so 
many other processes! Weather, 
erosion, and the creation of 
metamorphic, igneous, and 
sedimentary rock are all part of 
the greater process scientists call 
the rock cycle.  NF 48pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SCIENCE TOPIC   
MEDICAL ADVANCEMENTS

The Polio Pioneer 
By: Linda Marshall (2020)
Dr. Jonas Salk is one of the most 
celebrated doctors and medical 
researchers of the 20th century. 
He worked hard to become a 
doctor and eventually joined the 
team that created the influenza 
vaccine.  NF 34pgs

LEXILE: AD820L

Dr. Fauci: How a Boy 
from Brooklyn Became 
America’s Doctor 
By: Kate Messner (2021)
Before he was Dr. Fauci, director 
of the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, Anthony 
Fauci was a curious boy in 
Brooklyn, delivering prescriptions 
from his father’s pharmacy on his 
blue Schwinn bicycle.  NF 48pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Who Says Women  
Can’t Be Doctors 
By: Tanya Lee Stone (2013)
This inspiring story about the first 
female doctor showcases how 
a brave and curious girl named 
Elizabeth Blackwell refused to 
accept the common beliefs about 
who women could be.  NF 40pgs

LEXILE: AD560L

June Almeida:  
Virus Detective! 
By: Suzanne Slade (2021)
From an early age in Glasgow, 
Scotland, June Almeida loved 
learning about science and 
nature. When June was 34 years 
old, she discovered the first 
human coronavirus.  NF 36pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Patricia’s Vision 
By: Michelle Lord (2020)
The inspiring story of Dr. Patricia 
Bath, a groundbreaking African 
American opthalmologist who 
pioneered laser surgery‑and gave 
her patients the gift of sight. 
NF 48pgs

LEXILE: 710L

Tiny Stitches 
By: Gwendolyn Hooks (2016)
After the stock market crashed 
in 1929, Vivien Thomas lost all 
his savings. Then he heard about 
a job opening at the Vanderbilt 
University medical school. In 
1943, Vivien was asked to help Dr. 
Helen Taussig and after months 
of experimenting, he developed 
a procedure that was used for the 
first successful open‑heart surgery 
on a child.  NF 30pgs

LEXILE: 920L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SCIENCE TOPIC   
WATER CONSERVATION AND CYCLE

Sea levels and Ice Caps 
By: Emilie Dufresne (2020)
As climate change continues to 
affect the earth, issues such as 
ice caps melting and sea levels 
rising have been in the spotlight 
more often. These changes in 
geography negatively impact 
humans, sea creatures, and other 
parts of the natural world. 
NF 24pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Every Last Drop 
By: Michelle Mulder (2014)
In the developed world, if you 
want a drink of water you just turn 
on a tap or open a bottle. But for 
millions of families worldwide, 
finding clean water is a daily 
challenge, and kids are often 
the ones responsible for carrying 
water to their homes.  NF 48pgs

LEXILE: 1050L

One Well:  
The Story of Water 
By: Rochelle Strauss (2007)
Tells the story of Earth’s water, 
introducing the concept of the 
planet’s water as being contained 
in one well, and discussing the 
importance of water to survival 
of plants, animals, and people, 
recycling, access to water, 
pollution, and conservation.   
NF 32pgs

LEXILE: IG960L

How Long is the  
Water Cycle? 
By: Emily Hudd (2020) 
Introduces students to the Earth’s 
water cycle, the process of how 
water is moved and stored, 
walking through the steps of 
evaporation, condensation, 
precipitation, infiltration, runoff, 
and finally collection and storage . 
NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 680L

Water Isn’t Wasted 
By: Riley Flynn (2019)
Where does clean drinking water 
come from? Discover the story 
behind one of the necessities 
of life. From facts on how much 
water we use daily to how dirty 
water becomes bacteria‑free and 
safe enough to drink.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 830L

The Water Cycle 
By: Richard Spilsbury (2019)
This book explains the major 
parts of the water cycle, including 
precipitation and how water is 
stored on Earth, through both 
clear, concise main text and 
colorful, helpful flow charts.   
NF 48pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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Weather and Climate 
Through Infographics 
By: Rebecca Rowell (2014)
Readers are showered with details 
about extreme temperatures, 
crazy heights, and even huger 
mysteries. How can all these big 
numbers and concepts make 
more sense? Infographics!  
NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 830L

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SCIENCE TOPIC   
WEATHER AND CLIMATE

The Story of  
Climate Change 
By: Catherine Barr (2021)
Combining history with science, 
this book charts the changes 
in our Earth’s climate, from the 
beginnings of the planet and 
its atmosphere, to the Industrial 
revolution and the dawn of 
machinery.  NF 36pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Engineering for 
Tornadoes 
By: Marne Ventura (2021)
Discusses how tornadoes affect 
communities and the ways that 
engineers study these disasters to 
create safer buildings. Examines 
technologies that are used to 
study tornadoes and predict 
future disasters.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 700L

What’s the Weather? 
By: Judith Ralston (2021)
From heat waves and big freezes 
to tornadoes and fog, this book 
gives budding meteorologists a 
glimpse into all the action that 
happens in the sky. Learn about 
all kinds of weather and marvel at 
how powerful it can be!   
NF 72pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Another Kind  
of Hurricane 
By: Tamara Smith (2015)
Two boys from very different 
worlds, one who loses his home 
during Hurricane Katrina and 
another from Vermont who loses 
his best friend in a tragic accident 
find healing through their unlikely 
friendship.  F 326pgs

LEXILE: 570L

The Storm 
By: Barbara Barbieri (2006)
The children of Biloxi, Mississippi, 
share their experiences of 
Hurricane Katrina through stories, 
drawings, and paintings. 
NF 61pgs

LEXILE: 700L
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Most Wanted 
By: Sarah Jane Marsh (2020)
John Hancock and Samuel 
Adams were an unlikely pair of 
troublemakers. Hancock was 
young and dashing. Adams was 
old and stodgy. But working 
together, they rallied the people 
of Boston against the unfair 
policies of Great Britain and 
inspired American resistance.  
NF 75pgs

LEXILE: 850L

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL STUDIES TOPIC   
COLONIAL TIME PERIOD 

Leave it to Abigail 
By: Barb Rosenstock (2020)
Presents an illustrated biography 
of Abigail Adams that explores 
her life and legacy as America’s 
second First Lady, an early 
feminist, and a defender of civil 

rights. Focuses on her education through reading, 
her personal correspondence, her powerful role in 
her husband’s administration, and the example she 
provided for the women who followed her. 
NF 34pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Noah Webster’s 
Fighting Words 
By: Tracy Maurer (2017)
Noah Webster, famous for writing 
the first dictionary of the English 
language as spoken in the United 
States, was known in his day 
for his bold ideas and strong 
opinions about, well, everything. 
Spelling, politics, laws, you name 
it ‑ he had something to say 
about it.  NF 40pgs

LEXILE: 710L

Anna Strong:  
A Spy During the 
American Revolution 
By: Sarah Glenn Marsh (2020)
Anna Smith Strong was a fearless 
woman who acted as a spy for 
George Washington during the 
Revolutionary War. One of her 
cleverer devices was to hang 
laundry on the line in a planned 
fashion so that other spies could 
read the “message.”  NF 40pgs

LEXILE: N/A

An Inconvenient 
Alphabet 
By: Beth Anderson (2018)
Once upon a revolutionary time, 
two great American patriots 
tried to make life easier. They 
knew how hard it was to spell 
words in English. They knew that 
sounds didn’t match letters. They 
knew that the problem was an 
inconvenient English alphabet.  
NF 48pgs

LEXILE: 680L

Lafayette and the 
American Revolution 
By: Russell Freedman (2021)
When the Marquis de Lafayette 
ran off to join the American 
Revolution against the explicit 
orders of the king of France, he 

was a strong‑willed nineteen‑year‑old who had 
never set foot on a battlefield. Although the U.S. 
Congress granted him an honorary commission 
only out of respect for his title and wealth, he 
quickly earned the respect of his fellow officers with 
his bravery, devotion to the cause of liberty, and 
incredible drive.  NF 96pgs

LEXILE: NC1160L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL STUDIES TOPIC   
HISTORY OF MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Native 
Americans 
By: Carole Marsh (2004)
Associates each letter of the 
alphabet with several bits of 
information concerning the Tribes 
of Mississippi.  NF 36pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Crossing Bok Chitto 
By: Tim Tingle (2006)
In the 1800s, a Mississippi 
Choctaw girl becomes friends 
with a slave boy from a plantation 
across the great river, and when 
she learns that his family is in 
trouble, she helps them cross to 
freedom.  F 40pgs

LEXILE: AD640L

Glory Be 
By: Augusta Scattergood
Gloriana June Hemphill’s birthday 
happens to be on the Fourth of 
July, so every year it is filled with 
celebration of fireworks and iced 
tea in Hanging Moss, Mississippi.  
As she turns twelve, Glory 
determines to find out the truth 
about everything she can. 
F 202pgs

LEXILE: 680L

Jim Henson 
By: Hannah Isbell (2018)
Jim Henson created some of the 
most well‑known and beloved 
characters, stories, and songs 
of the 20th century, making his 
name synonymous with children’s 
entertainment.  NF 24pgs

LEXILE: 750L

Midnight Teacher 
By: Janet Halfmann (2018)
Lilly Ann Granderson secretly 
learned to read and write, and 
through newspapers, she learned 
of places in the North where 
slavery had been abolished. 
NF N/A

LEXILE: 950L

Loretta Little  
Looks Back 
By: Andrea Pinkney (2021)
Loretta, Roly, and Aggie B. Little 
relate their Mississippi family’s 
struggles and triumphs from 
1927 to 1968 while struggling as 
sharecroppers, living under Jim 
Crow, and fighting for Civil Rights. 
F 240pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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Yard War 
By: Taylor Kitchings (2015)
Set in Mississippi in the year 1964, 
twelve‑year‑old Trip Westbrook 
has an African American maid who 
is like a second mother to him. 
When he invites her son, Dee, to 
play football with him in the front 
yard, he sets off a chain of events 
in his town that challenges the 
residents to come to terms with 
the civil rights movement. 
F 216pgs

LEXILE: 700L

Voice of Freedom 
By: Carole Weatherford (2015)
Integral to the Freedom Summer 
of 1964, Fannie Lou Hamer gave a 
speech at the Democratic 
National Convention that, despite 
President Johnson’s interference, 
aired on national TV news and 
spurred the nation to support the 
Freedom Democrats.  NF 34pgs

LEXILE: 820L

Yours for Justice,  
Ida B. Wells 
By: Philip Day (2021)
Blessed with a strong will, an 
eager mind, and a deep belief in 
America’s promise of “freedom 
and justice for all,” young Ida 
held her family together, defied 
society’s conventions, and used 
her position as a journalist to 
speak against injustice.  NF 48pgs

LEXILE: NC950L

Richard Wright and  
the Libary Card 
By: William Miller (1997)
An account of an 
important episode in Richard 
Wright’s life, based on a scene 
from his autobiography, Black 
Boy. The 17‑year‑old, unable 
to get a library card for himself 
due to racism, borrows a white 
man’s card and reads voraciously, 
changing his life in the process. 
F 32pgs

LEXILE: 700L

The Secret World of 
Walter Anderson 
By: Hester Bass (2014)
Reclusive nature‑lover Walter 
Anderson spent weeks at a 
time on an uninhabited island, 
sketching and painting the natural 
surroundings and animals to 
create some of his most brilliant 
watercolors, which he kept hidden 
during his lifetime.  NF 41pgs

LEXILE: 850L

Sources of Light 
By: Margaret McMullan (2010)
Sam, having moved with her 
mother to Jackson, Mississippi, 
after the death of her father, finds 
the conservative 1960s values of 
the town clashing with her family’s 
liberal views and struggles to 
navigate difficult relationships and 
understand segregation. 
F 233pgs

LEXILE: 840L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL STUDIES TOPIC   
MIDDLE AGES

The Mad Wolf’s 
Daughter 
By: Diane Magras (2019)
Determined to rescue her 
family, the Mad Wolf’s daughter 
sets across Scotland with a 
wounded knight as a captive 
and encounters a bandit, saves a 
witch from the stake, and travels 
through unwelcoming villages. 
But the closer she gets to saving 
her family, the more she learns 
about her family’s war‑band and 
their vicious reputation  F 279pgs

LEXILE: 670L

Knights vs. Dinosaurs 
By: Matt Phelan (2018)
Let me tell you a secret about 
the Knights of the Round Table: 
they don’t have much to do. The 
realm is at peace and dragons are 
few and far between. So Merlin 
decides to send the knights out 
on a real adventure to a world 
filled with the most terrible lizards 
of all: DINOSAURS!  F 148pgs

LEXILE: 610L

The Sword in the Stone 
By: Tracey Mayhew (2020)
When two boys save an old 
man from robbers, they learn of 
a competition in Londinium to 
decide the next king of Britain. 
The elder, Kay, is determined to 
prove himself worthy as a knight 
or a king. The younger is Arthur, 
a farm boy through and through 
– until he sees the sword in the 
stone.  F 92pgs

LEXILE: 690L

The Book of Boy 
By: Catherine Murdock (2020)
In 1350 Europe, a hunchbacked 
orphan named Boy lives as an 
outcast. Through his climbing 
and jumping talents, Boy draws 
the attention of a strange 
pilgrim named Secundus who 
manipulates Boy into stealing the 
seven relics of Saint Peter located 
all across Europe.  F 289pgs

LEXILE: 600L

Fashion Rules 
By: Gail Hennessey (2021)
Examines the fashion rules that 
governed Europe in the Middle 
Ages. Designed to sort individuals 
by class, regulations included 
restrictions on shoe style, fabric 
type, trims, hats, and numbers of 
buttons.  NF 40pgs

LEXILE: 780L

The Hawk of the Castle 
By: Danna Smith (2017)
Early in the morning, the girl and 
her father take a goshawk out for 
a training flight. The girl checks 
off a list of all the preparations 
they need ‑ from the hood for 
the hawk and the signaling bells 
to the falconer’s gloves ‑ until 
finally, the hawk gives a dramatic 
demonstration of its hunting 
prowess.  F 35pgs

LEXILE: 760L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL STUDIES TOPIC   
MIDDLE EASTERN CIVILIZATIONS AND CULTURES 

Refugee 87 
By: Ele Fountain (2019)
In the Middle East, fourteen‑year‑
old Shif and his best friend Bini 
embark on a continent‑crossing 
journey of survival after they 
are imprisoned and become 
refugees.  F 246pgs

LEXILE: 720L

Planet Omar 
By: Zanib Mian (2020)
Young Omar has a huge 
imagination, but even so he 
struggles to find something to be 
excited about when moving to a 
new home and starting at a new 
school ‑ his imagination conjures 
up zombie alien teachers, but also 
mean kids.  F 205pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Amina’s Voice 
By: Hena Khan (2018)
A Pakistani American Muslim 
girl struggles to stay true to her 
family’s vibrant culture while 
simultaneously blending in at 
school after tragedy strikes her 
community.  F 197pgs

LEXILE: 800L

Nasreen’s Secret School 
By: Jeanette Winter (2009)
Young Nasreen has not spoken a 
word to anyone since her parents 
disappeared. In despair, her 
grandmother risks everything to 
enroll Nasreen in a secret school 
for girls.  NF 40pgs

LEXILE: AD630L

Once Upon an Eid 
By: Amulet Books (2020)
Eid! The short, single syllable 
word conjures up a variety 
of feelings and memories for 
Muslims. Whatever it may be, 
for those who cherish this day 
of celebration, the emotional 
responses may be summed up 
in another short and sweet word: 
joy.  F 263pgs

LEXILE: N/A

A Thousand Questions 
By: Saadia Faruqi (2020)
Less than thrilled at having to 
spend her summer in Karachi, 
Pakistan, with grandparents she 
has never met, Mimi finds solace 
in her nice new journal and using 
its paper to write to her long‑
absent father.  F 310pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL STUDIES TOPIC   
REFORMERS IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

The Lions of Little Rock 
By: Kristin Levine
As twelve‑year‑old Marlee starts 
middle school in 1958 Little Rock, 
it feels like her whole world is 
falling apart. Until she meets Liz, 
the new girl at school. But when 
Liz leaves school, the rumor is that 
Liz was caught passing for white. 
F 298pgs

LEXILE: 630L

Lift as You Climb 
By: Patricia Powell (2020)
Long before the civil rights 
movement of the 1950s and 60s, 
Ella Baker worked to lift others 
up by fighting racial injustice 
and empowering poor African 
Americans to stand up for their 
rights.  NF 48pgs

LEXILE: AD730L

The Children’s  
Crusade of 1963 
By: Heather Adamson (2018)
Highlights key people and events 
involved in the 1963 children’s 
protest marches during the civil 
rights movement, and discusses 
the results of the marches. 
NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 860L

Goin’ Someplace Special 
By: Pat McKissack (2001)
There’s a place in this 1950s 
southern town where all are 
welcome, no matter what their 
skin color…and ’Tricia Ann knows 
exactly how to get there. But 
when she catches the bus heading 
downtown, she must sit in the 
back behind the Jim Crow sign 
and wonder why life’s so unfair. 
F 34pgs

LEXILE: AD730L

Heroes for Civil Rights 
By: David Adler (2008)
Whether marching, speaking, or 
simply going to school, these 
brave men and women fought to 
advance social justice.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: IG970L

Martin Rising 
By: Andrea Davis Pinkney 
(2019)
In a rich embroidery of visions, 
musical cadence, and deep 
emotion, the author conveys the 
final months of Martin Luther 
King’s life ‑and his assassination ‑ 
through metaphor, spirituality, and 
multilayers of meaning.  F 128pgs

LEXILE: 730L
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We are the Change 
By: Harry Belafonta (2019)
Sixteen children’s book illustrators 
celebrate civil rights quotes that 
inspire them with their own art 
and personal commentary. 
NF 50pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Teachers March 
By: Sandra Wallace (2020)
Reverend Reese was a leader of 
the Voting Rights Movement in 
Selma, Alabama. As a teacher 
and principal, he recognized that 
his colleagues were viewed with 
great respect in the city. Could he 
convince them to risk their jobs by 
organizing a teachers‑only march?  
NF 48pgs

LEXILE: 700L

Memphis, Martin, and 
the Mountaintop 
By: Alice Faye Duncan (2018)
A young girl named Lorraine 
hears Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
famous sermon “I’ve Been to the 
Mountaintop” the day before 
King is assassinated, but Lorraine 
and her family and all of Memphis 
keep up the struggle.  NF 40pgs

LEXILE: 800L

Pies from Nowhere 
By: Dee Romito (2018)
Georgia Gilmore was a cook at 
the National Lunch Company in 
Montgomery, Alabama. When 
the bus boycotts broke out in 
Montgomery after Rosa Parks was 
arrested, Georgia knew just what 
to do. She organized a group of 
women who cooked and baked to 
fund‑raise for gas and cars to help 
sustain the boycott.  NF 36pgs

LEXILE: AD890L

Ruth and the  
Green Book 
By: Calvin Ramsey (2010)
Ruth was so excited to take a 
trip in her family’s new car! But 
she soon found out that black 
travelers weren’t treated very well 
in some towns. Many hotels and 
gas stations. Finally, a friendly 
attendant at a gas station showed 
Ruth’s family The Green Book.  
F 32pgs

LEXILE: 700L

The Youngest Marcher 
By: Cynthia Levinson (2017)
Nine‑year‑old Audrey Faye 
Hendricks intended to go places 
and do things like anybody 
else. So when she heard grown‑
ups talk about wiping out 
Birmingham’s segregation laws, 

she spoke up. And when she heard the plan ‑ 
picket those white stores! March to protest those 
unfair laws! Fill the jails! ‑ she stepped right up and 
said, I’ll do it! She was going to j‑a‑a‑il!  NF 40pgs

LEXILE: 720L



4th GRADE

equipped: Mississippi Book Lists for ALL        29

The Next President 
By: Kate Hannigan (2018)
Who will be the NEXT president? 
Could it be you? When JFK 
became the thirty‑fifth president, 
there were 10 future presidents 
already alive in America, doing 

things like hosting TV shows and learning the 
saxophone. And right now ‑ today! ‑ there are at 
least 10 future presidents alive in America.   
NF 41pgs

LEXILE: 1080L

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL STUDIES TOPIC   
SOCIAL ACTIVISTS AND GAME CHANGERS 

Miep and the Most 
Famous Diary 
By: Meeg Pincus (2019)
The story of Anne Frank and her 
diary is one of the world’s most 
important and well‑known, but 
less is known about the woman 
who sheltered Anne and her 
family for years and, ultimately, 
rescued Anne’s diary from Nazi 
clutches.  NF 37pgs

LEXILE: 860L

Betty Before X 
By: Ilyasha Shabazz (2018)
Raised by her aunt until she is six, 
Betty, who will later marry 
Malcolm X, joins her mother and 
stepfamily in 1940s Detroit, where 
she learns about the Civil Rights 
Movement.  F 278pgs

LEXILE: 810L

Child Soldier 
By: Jessica Humphreys (2015)
Michel is like many other five‑
year‑olds: he has a loving family 
and spends his days going to 
school and playing soccer. One 
afternoon Michel and his friends 
are kidnapped by rebel militants 
and forced to become child 
soldiers.  NF 47pgs

LEXILE: 680L

First Generation 
By: Sandra Wallace (2018)
Profiles thirty‑six first generation 
immigrants and refugees who 
have come to the United States 
and used their skills, talents, and 
passions to impact the country 
and create wealth and happiness, 
such as Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, singer 
Celia Cruz, and Albert Einstein.
NF 94pgs

LEXILE: 960L

Noisemakers 
By: Alfred Knopf (2020)
A collection of comics detailing 
the lives of women who stood up 
for their beliefs and in the process 
changed the world.  NF 223pgs

LEXILE: GN730L
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So Tall Within 
By: Gary Schmidt (2018)
Presents a poetic picture book 
biography of former slave and 
activist Sojourner Truth. Describes 
Truth’s birth into slavery, her 
painful childhood, and her journey 
to become a champion for the 
rights of both women and African 
Americans.  NF 48pgs

LEXILE: 950L

Schomburg 
By: Carole Weatherford (2019)
Highlights the life and legacy of 
Arturo Schomburg who worked 
during the Harlem Renaissance 
to raise awareness of Afro‑Latin 
American and African American 
achievements.  NF 48pgs

LEXILE: 950L

Nuestra America 
By: Sabrina Vourvoulisa (2020)
The stories in this book cover 
each figure’s cultural background, 
childhood, and the challenges 
and opportunities they met in 
pursuit of their goals. Twenty‑
three of the stories featured in this 
anthology will also be included in 
the future Molina Family Latino 
Gallery, the first national gallery 
dedicated to Latina/o/xs at the 
Smithsonian.  NF 118pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Paiute Princess 
By: Deborah Ray (2012)
Born into the Northern Paiute 
tribe of Nevada in 1844, Sarah 
Winnemucca straddled two 
cultures: the traditional life of her 
people, and the modern ways of 
her grandfather’s white friends.  
NF 48pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Red Bicycle 
By: Jude Isabella (2015)
The boy, Leo, treasures his 
bicycle so much he gives it a 
name ‑ Big Red. But eventually 
Leo outgrows Big Red, and this is 
where the bicycle’s story takes a 
turn from the everyday, because 
Leo decides to donate it to an 
organization that ships bicycles to 
Africa.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 800L

The Vast Wonder  
of the World 
By: Melina Mangal (2018)
Examines the life and career of 
poet and scientist Ernest Everett 
Just. Born in 1883, Just struggled 
through racism and discrimination 
to achieve his dream of becoming 
a scientist.  NF 40pgs

LEXILE: 720L
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Ms. Bixby’s Last Day 
By: John David Anderson 
(2016)
Ms. Bixby unexpectedly 
announces that she is very sick 
and won’t be able to finish the 
school year, and Topher, Brand 
and Steve come up with a plan to 
tell her how much she means to 
them.  F 300pgs

LEXILE: 800L

The Miscalculations of 
Lightning Girl 
By: Stacy McNulty (2018)
Lucy Callahan’s life was changed 
forever when she was struck by 
lightning. She doesn’t remember 
it, but the zap gave her genius‑
level math skills, and she’s been 
homeschooled ever since. Now, 
at 12 years old, she’s technically 
ready for college. She just has to 
pass 1 more test ‑ middle school! 
F 293pgs

LEXILE: 530L

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
SELF-AWARENESS

The House That  
Wasn’t There 
By: Elana K . Arnold (2021)
Eleven‑year‑old, Alder Madigan, 
becomes annoyed with new 
changes in his life, including his 
best friend hanging out with a 
new crowd and a new neighbor 
named Oak, whose mother cuts 
down a beloved walnut tree 
between their properties.  
F 278pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Bird 
By: Zetta Elliott (2017)
Bird, an artistic young African 
American boy, expresses himself 
through drawing as he struggles 
to understand his older brother’s 
drug addiction and death, while a 
family friend, Uncle Son, provides 
guidance and understanding. 
F 42pgs

LEXILE: AD600L

Do Fish Sleep? 
By: Jens Raschke (2019)
Sick since even before Jette can 
remember, her brother Emil now 
has died. The feelings that losing 
him evoke in her are huge and 
confusing. Most simply, it feels 
as though a dark raincloud has 
descended over her family.  
F 60pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Ethan I Was Before 
By: Ali Standish (2017)
Twelve‑year‑old Ethan Truitt and 
his family have relocated from 
Boston to a small town in Georgia 
after a tragic accident involving 
his best friend Kacey ‑ an incident 
that leaves him haunted by guilt. 
F 352pgs

LEXILE: 730L
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Ways to Make Sunshine 
By: Renée Watson (2020)
The Hart family of Portland, 
Oregon, faces many setbacks 
after Ryan’s father loses his job, 
but no matter what, Ryan tries to 
bring sunshine to her loved ones. 
F 177pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Secret of 
Nightingale Wood 
By: Lucy Strange (2017)
With her father working abroad, 
her mother ill, and Nanny Jane 
too busy, Henrietta “Henry” 
uncovers the secrets of their new 
home Hope House, but when she 
ventures into Nightingale Wood, 
she finds something that changes 
her whole world.  F 288pgs

LEXILE: 730L

The Someday Birds 
By: Sally J . Pla (2017)
When 12‑year‑old Charlie’s father, 
a journalist, returns from the 
war in Afghanistan with a severe 
brain injury, Charlie and his three 
siblings ‑ who have already lost 
their mother ‑ face an uncertain 
future.  F 327pgs

LEXILE: 700L

Stella Diaz Has 
Something to Say 
By: Angela Dominguez (2018)
Stella is shy and has trouble 
speaking up when she wants to 
say something, largely because 
she jumbles languages and 
can’t find the right words. But 
she better get over her fears 
soon, because Stella Diaz has 
something to say!  F 202pgs

LEXILE: 650L

To Dance 
By: Siena Siegel (2019)
Trace ballerina Siena Cherson 
Siegel’s story from her early 
childhood in Puerto Rico to dance 
class in Boston to her debut with 
the New York City Ballet.   
NF 75pgs

LEXILE: GN610L

When My Name  
Was Keoke 
By: Linda Sue Park (2002)
With national pride and 
occasional fear, a brother and 
sister face the increasingly 
oppressive occupation of Korea 
by Japan during World War II, 
which threatens to suppress 
Korean culture entirely.  F 199pgs

LEXILE: 670L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
SELF-MANAGEMENT 

Lefty Out Loud 
By: Angela Cervantes (2019)
When Lety offers to write animal 
profiles at the local shelter she 
volunteers at, her classmate, 
Hunter, decides he’d like to 
do them instead of her. Lety is 
anxious about competing with 
him because her first language is 
Spanish while Hunter is the only 
fifth grader in her class who reads 
and writes at a high school level. 
F 56pgs

LEXILE: 760L

Emmanuel’s Dream 
By: James Patterson (2020)
Before he was a household 
name, Cassius Clay was a kid with 
struggles like any other. Cassius 
began training as an amateur 
boxer at age twelve. Before 
long, he won his first Golden 
Gloves bout and began his 
transformation into the unrivaled 
Muhammad Ali.  F 310pgs

LEXILE: 1010L

How to Solve a Problem 
By: Roald Dahl (1964)
Each of five children lucky enough 
to discover an entry ticket into 
Mr. Willy Wonka’s mysterious 
chocolate factory takes advantage 
of the situation in his own way.  
F 155pgs

LEXILE: 810L

How to Build a Hug 
By: Amy Guglielmo (2018)
As a young girl, Temple Grandin 
loved folding paper kites and 
making obstacle courses, but she 
really didn’t like hugs. Temple had 
an idea ‑ if she couldn’t receive a 
hug, she would make one. 
NF 41pgs

LEXILE: AD770L

Leaving Lymon 
By: Lesa Cline-Ransome 
(2020)
Raised by his grandparents, first in 
Mississippi then in Wisconsin, ten‑
year‑old Lymon moves to Chicago 
in 1945 to live with the mother he 
never knew, while yearning for his 
father.  F 199pgs

LEXILE: 750L

Just Like Jackie 
By: Lindsey Stoddard (2018)
For as long as Robinson Hart can 
remember, it’s just been her and 
Grandpa. But Grandpa’s memory 
has been getting bad ‑ so bad 
that he sometimes can’t even 
remember Robbie’s name.  
F 244pgs

LEXILE: 900L
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Stick Up for Youself 
By: Gershen Kaufman (2019)
Kids will learn to feel better about 
themselves, stronger and more 
secure inside, and more in charge 
of their lives. They’ll read about 
effective ways to deal with intense 
feelings and to build self‑esteem 
and self‑confidence.  NF 143pgs

LEXILE: 680L

The Liberation of 
Gabriel King 
By: K .L . Going (2005)
Gabriel, a white boy who is being 
bullied, and Frita, an African‑ 
American girl facing prejudice, 
decide to overcome their many 
fears together as they enter fifth 
grade in Georgia in 1976. 
F 151pgs

LEXILE: 780L

Mascot 
By: Antony John (2018)
Noah is scared he’ll never feel like 
his old self again. He doesn’t want 
people to think of him as different 
for the rest of his life. With the 
help of family and friends, he’ll 
have to throw off the mask he’s 
been hiding behind and face the 
fears that have kept him on the 
sidelines if he ever wants to move 
forward.  F 330pgs

LEXILE: 630L

Rickshaw Girl 
By: Mitali Perkins (2007)
Naima is a talented painter of 
traditional alpana patterns, which 
Bangladeshi women and girls 
paint on their houses for special 
celebrations. But Naima is not 
satisfied just painting alpana. She 
wants to help earn money for 
her family, like her best friend, 
Saleem, does for his family.   
F 91pgs

LEXILE: 730L

Stand Up, Yumi Chung! 
By: Jessica Kim (2020)
When eleven‑year‑old Yumi 
Chung stumbles into a kids’ 
comedy camp she is mistaken for 
another student,so she decides to 
play the part.  F 306pgs

LEXILE: 750L

Tuck Everlasting 
By: Natalie Babbitt (1975)
The Tuck family is confronted with 
an agonizing situation when they 
discover that a ten‑year‑old girl 
and a malicious stranger now 
share their secret about a spring 
whose water prevents one from 
ever growing any older.  F 148pgs

LEXILE: 770L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
SOCIAL AWARENESS 

Efrén Divided 
By: Ernesto Cisneros (2020)
Efrén Nava’s Amá is his 
Soperwoman, named after the 
delicious Mexican sopes his 
mother often prepares. But 
Efrén worries about his parents; 
although he’s American‑born, his 
parents are undocumented. His 
worst nightmare comes true one 
day when Amá doesn’t return 
from work and is deported across 
the border to México.  F 263pgs

LEXILE: 710L

American as Paneer Pie 
By: Supriya Kelkar (2020)
When an incident rocks her 
small Michigan town, eleven‑yea‑
rold Lekha must decide whether 
to speak up or stay silent, even as 
she struggles to navigate her life 
at home, where she can be 
herself, and at school, where she 
is teased about her culture. 
F 311pgs

LEXILE: 840L

Becoming Kid Quixote 
By: Sarah Sierra (2020)
When Sarah Sierra joins an 
after‑school program in her 
neighborhood, she never expects 
to travel back in time and discover 
the words of Miguel de Cervantes. 
But a teacher and a group of 
kids have pushed together tables 
piled high with books so they can 
gather round to talk about and 
translate Cervantes’ classic, Don 
Quixote de La Mancha.  F 215pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Bridge Home 
By: Padma Venkatraman 
(2019)
When Viji and her sister, Rukku, 
whose developmental disability 
makes her overly trusting and 
vulnerable to the perils of the 
world, run away to live on their 
own, the situation could not be 
more grim.  F 194pgs

LEXILE: 680L

Clean Getaway 
By: Nic Stone (2020)
Set against the backdrop of the 
segregation history of the 
American South, take a trip with 
an eleven‑year‑old boy who is 
about to discover that the world 
hasn’t always been a welcoming 
place for kids like him, and things 
aren’t always what they seem ‑ his 
G’ma included.  F 227pgs

LEXILE: 780L

Flying Lessons and 
Other Stories 
By: Crown Publishing (2017)
From basketball dreams and 
family fiascos to first crushes 
and new neighborhoods, this 
anthology, written by award‑
winning children’s authors, 
celebrates the uniqueness 
and universality in all of us. 
F 218pgs

LEXILE: 800L
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The Sky at Our Feet 
By: Nadia Hashimi (2018)
Jason has just learned that his 
Afghan mother has been living 
illegally in the United States since 
his father was killed in 
Afghanistan.  F 295pgs

LEXILE: HL710L

Other Words for Home 
By: Jasmine Warga (2019)
When things in Jude’s hometown 
start becoming volatile, she 
and her mother are sent to live 
in Cincinnati with relatives. The 
American movies that Jude 
has always loved haven’t quite 
prepared her for starting school 
in the US ‑ and her new label of 
“Middle Eastern,” an identity 
she’s never known before.   
F 40pgs

LEXILE: 650L

Roll With It 
By: Jamie Sumner (2019)
Twelve‑year‑old Ellie, who has 
cerebral palsy, finds her life 
transformed when she moves 
with her mother to small‑town 
Oklahoma to help care for her 
grandfather, who has Alzheimer’s 
Disease.  F 32pgs

LEXILE: 1000L

Santiago’s Road  
of Home 
By: Alexandra Diaz (2020)
Santiago is fleeing from abusive 
relatives when he meets 
María Dolores and her young 
daughter, Alegría. He decides 
to accompany them on the 
dangerous trek from Mexico 
to the United States, but when 
he’s brought to an immigration 
detention center, Santiago 
discovers that the danger isn’t 
over.  F 40pgs

LEXILE: AD870L

Show Me a Sign 
By: Ann Clare LeZotte (2020)
Mary Lambert has felt safe and 
accepted on her beloved island 
of Martha’s Vineyard, comforted 
by the fact that her great‑great‑
grandfather was the first deaf 
islander and paved the way for 
many to learn sign language.   
F 269pgs

LEXILE: 370L

Song for a Whale 
By: Lynne Kelly (2019)
From fixing the class computer 
to repairing old radios, twelve‑
year‑old Iris is a tech genius. But 
she’s the only deaf person in her 
school, so people often treat her 
like she’s not very smart.    
F 303pgs

LEXILE: 800L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
RELATIONSHIP SKILLS 

Extraordinary Birds 
By: Sandy Stark-McGinnis 
(2020)
Eleven‑year‑old December waits 
to sprout wings and fly away, until 
a new foster mother changes her 
perspective on home and family. 
F 214pgs

LEXILE: 800L

The Cricket in  
Times Square 
By: George Selden (1960)
The adventures of a country 
cricket who unintentionally arrives 
in New York and is befriended by 
Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat. 
F 132pgs

LEXILE: 780L

A Million  
Shades of Gray 
By: Cynthia Kadohata (2010)
When Y’Tin’s village in South 
Vietnam is attacked by North 
Vietnamese forces, he is faced 
with the choice to stay in the 
village as a prisoner or he can risk 
his life to save the elephants that 
he loves.  F 216pgs

LEXILE: 700L

Blended 
By: Sharon Draper (2018)
Eleven‑year‑old Isabella’s parents 
are divorced, so she has to switch 
lives every week: One week she’s 
Isabella with her dad living in a 
fancy house and the next week 
she’s Izzy with her mom in a small, 
not‑so‑fancy house that she loves. 
F 308pgs

LEXILE: 610L

A Blind Guide  
to Normal 
By: Beth Vrabel (2016)
Ryder, a boy with one prosthetic 
eye, was the most popular kid in 
his year at Addison School for the 
Blind, being able to make anyone, 
even his best friend Alice, laugh. 
He thinks going to “normal” 
school for eighth grade will be a 
breeze, so long as he can be the 
one making all the one‑eyed jokes 
first.  F 287pgs

LEXILE: 670L

Look Both Ways 
By: Jason Reynolds (2019)
Presents ten stories featuring ten 
protagonists who live and walk 
ten different town blocks who are 
all walking home from school and 
learning important things about 
life.  F 188pgs

LEXILE: 750L
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Two Naomis 
By: Olugbemisola Rhuday-
Perkovich (2016)
Aside from their first names, 
black Naomi Marie and white 
Naomi Edith are certain they have 
nothing in common. But their 
parents push them into attending 
a computer programming class 
together, where they learn to work 
with each other.  F 204pgs

LEXILE: 700L

On These Magic Shores 
By: Yamile Saied Méndez 
(2020) 
Minerva’s plan to go it alone 
falls apart the first afternoon, 
when her baby sister throws a 
tantrum during Minerva’s audition 
for Peter Pan. But as the days 
pass and Minerva grows ever 
more worried about her mother, 
something magical seems to be 
watching out for them.  F 278pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Pavi Sharma’s Guide  
to Going Home 
By: Bridget Farr (2019)
Twelve‑year‑old Pavi Sharma is 
already an experienced foster kid 
and offers practical advice to the 
other fosters she comes in contact 
with.  F 265pgs

LEXILE: 730L

Ruby in the Sky 
By: Jeanne Ferruolo (2019)
Twelve‑year‑old Ruby Moon 
Hayes does not want her new 
classmates to ask about her 
father. She does not want them 
to know her mother has been 
arrested. And she definitely does 
not want to make any friends.  
F 295pgs

LEXILE: 660L

Ruby on the Outside 
By: Nora Baskin (2015)
Eleven‑year‑old Ruby Danes has 
a real best friend for the first time 
ever, but agonizes over whether 
or not to tell her a secret she has 
never shared with anyone‑‑that 
her mother has been in prison 
since Ruby was five ‑ and over 
whether to express her anger to 
her mother.  F 295pgs

LEXILE: 720L

You Don’t Know 
Everything, Jilly P. 
By: Alex Gino (2018)
When her new baby sister is 
born deaf, Jilly makes an online 
connection with a fellow fantasy 
fan, who happens to be black and 
deaf, and begins to learn about 
the many obstacles that exist in 
the world for people who are 
different from her.  F 96pgs

LEXILE: 810L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
RESPONSIBLE-DECISION MAKING SKILLS 

Mother Jones and Her 
Army of Mill Children 
By: Jonah Winter (2020)
Here’s the inspiring story of the 
woman who raised her voice and 
fist to protect kids’ childhoods 
and futures‑‑ and changed 
America forever. Mother Jones 
is MAD, and she wants you to 
be MAD TOO, and stand up for 
what’s right!  NF 34pgs

LEXILE: NC990L

I’m OK 
By: Patti Kim (2018)
Ok, a Korean American boy, 
tries a get rich quick scheme of 
starting a hair braiding business 
and winning the school talent 
competition to hide the fact that 
he is struggling with the loss of his 
father and the financial hardships 
he and his mother must now bear. 
F 279pgs

LEXILE: 670L

Bartali’s Bicycle 
By: Megan Hoyt (2021)
Italian professional cyclist Gino 
Bartali was a national hero after 
winning the 1938 Tour de France. 
However, when World War II 
began and fascists took over the 
Italian government, Gino knew 
he could not sit by while innocent 
people were being kidnapped 
and taken away.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: N/A

From the Desk  
of Zoe Washington 
By: Janae Marks (2020)
On her birthday Zoe receives a 
letter from her biological father, 
who is in prison for murder. 
Determined to discover the 
truth, Zoe tries to investigate 
herself while achieving her dream 
of auditioning for the Food 
Network’s Kids Bake Challenge.   
F 291pgs

LEXILE: 660L

Hello Universe 
By: Erin Kelly (2020)
The lives of four misfits are 
intertwined when a bully’s prank 
lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a 
well and Valencia, Kaori, and Gen 
band together in an epic quest to 
find and rescue him.  F 345pgs

LEXILE: 690L

The Other Better Me 
By: Antony John
After an assignment from her 
teacher asks her to imagine what 
her life would be like if one big 
thing was different, Lola Harmon 
decides to find her father, who 
has never been part of her life. 
F 261pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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We Move the World 
By: Kari Lavelle (2021)
Meet some of the world’s most 
beloved movers, shakers, 
scientists, activists, dreamers, and 
doers from the past and present 
who model what every childhood 
first can lead to!   NF 40pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Queen Bee and Me 
By: Gillian McDunn (2020)
Twelve‑year‑old Meg is anxious 
about growing apart from her 
best friend Beatrix, but she is also 
interested in learning about the 
quirky new student Hazel and her 
backyard beehive.  F 275pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Razia’s Ray of Hope 
By: Elizabeth Suneby (2013)
Razia dreams of getting an 
education, but in her small village 
in Afghanistan, girls haven’t been 
allowed to attend school for many 
years. When a new girls’ school 
opens in the village, a determined 
Razia must convince her father 
that educating her would be 
best for her, their family and their 
community.  NF 32pgs

LEXILE: 680L

The Truth as Told  
by Mason Buttle 
By: Leslie Connor (2018)
Mason Buttle is the biggest, 
sweatiest kid in his grade, and 
everyone knows he can barely 
read or write. Mason’s learning 
disabilities are compounded 
by grief. Fifteen months ago, 
Mason’s best friend, Benny 
Kilmartin, died.  F 326pgs

LEXILE: 310L

Wangari Maathai 
By: Frank Prevot (2015)
Wangari Maathai had the 
inspirational idea to lead other 
African women in a nonviolent 
attempt to bring peace and 
democracy to Africa by planting 
over thirty million trees in thirty 
years which lead to her receiving 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004. 
NF 45pgs

LEXILE: 970L

The Wild Robot 
By: Peter Brown (2016)
Roz the robot discovers that she is 
alone on a remote, wild island 
with no memory of where she is 
from or why she is there, and her 
only hope of survival is to try to 
learn about her new environment 
from the island’s hostile 
inhabitants.  F 279pgs

LEXILE: 740L
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appendix a
TEXT SETS
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CREATING TEXT SETS   
TEMPLATE 

Text sets are collections of resources from different genre, media, and levels of reading difficulty that are 
designed to be supportive of the learning of readers with a range of experiences and interests. A text‑
set collection focuses on one concept or topic and can include includes multiple genres such as books, 
charts and maps, informational pamphlets, poetry and songs, photographs, non‑fiction books, almanacs 

or encyclopedias.

TEXT SET SUMMARY

 BOOK TITLE

 AUTHOR

 GRADE LEVEL  TOPIC

Anchor Text   Elements of the Unit/Lesson Plan
How do the resources connect to the standards or to the lesson plan?

MS-CCR Standards 
www.mdek12.org/OAE/college‑and‑career‑readiness‑standards

  Cross-Content Standards Connection
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Adult Intellectual Prep Resources 
Include below any resources to support teacher intellectual 
preparation around this topic. What might we, as adults, need to 
know about this topic to meaningfully enage students?

  Elements of the Unit/Lesson Plan
How do the resources connect to the standards or to the lesson plan?

Text Set Resources 
Include between 4 and 7 resources per text set. Each text set 
should include at least one multimedia resource (e.g., interactive 
website, video, photographs). Consider how you will obtain each 
resource in the set to support students’ working from the least 
complex texts to the most complex texts. 

  Elements of the Unit/Lesson Plan
How do the resources connect to the standards or to the lesson plan?

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
bilingual 
format?3

1 If Lexile is unavailable, consider using a tool like (https://hub.lexile.com/analyzer) to get an estimated Lexile level. 
2 Text complexity quantitative bands (https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/CCSS_Grade_Bands_and_Quantitative_Measures%20updated%20
2015.pdf) for college‑ and career‑ready aligned work. Texts included in text sets can represent a range of below, on, and above grade‑level texts.  
3 Note if resource is available in any other language(s), including closed captioning or translated version(s)

Additional Information on Each Resource in the Set 
Consider carefully how non‑dominant identities are highlighted throughout the text or resource (including representation of culture, race, 
gender, sexual orientation and/or abilities). Also consider whether those identities are explored in an authentic and relevant way, or whether 
this resource includes harmful stereotypes, generalizations, non‑authentic stories, or discriminatory content. 

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
bilingual 
format?3

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
bilingual 
format?3

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
bilingual 
format?3

1

2

3

4
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Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
bilingual 
format?3

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
bilingual 
format?3

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
bilingual 
format?3

5

6

7

Activities to Capture Knowledge and Vocabulary Growth Throughout the Set

Sample Writing Closing Tasks
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appendix b
READING
STRATEGIES



equipped: Mississippi Book Lists for ALL        47

READING STRATEGIES TO CONSIDER

PICTURE WALK (Grades K ‑ 3)
www.greatschools.org/gk/videos/picture‑walk‑video‑2

A picture walk is a pre‑reading strategy that 
provides students with an entry point into the 
text. By first experiencing and discussing the 
text’s images, students are able to develop their 
own wonderings and expectations about what is 
to come. 

CLOSE READING (Grades K ‑ 5)
achievethecore.org/page/2734/close‑reading‑model‑lessons

Close Reading is a method for tackling complex 
text that allows for multiple exposures with a 
different focus during each read. The goal of this 
strategy is to help students dig deeply into the 
text’s rich vocabulary and complex meaning while 
making connections to the text. 

NOVEL STUDY (Grades 2 ‑ 5)
www.gpb.org/innovation‑in‑teaching/wonder‑novel‑study

A novel study allows students to deeply interact 
with the language and meaning of a chapter 
book while giving them the opportunity to 
engage with the text, their peers, and their 
world. 

STRONG READERS,  
STRONG LEADERS (Grades PK ‑ 5)
strongreadersms.com

The Strong Readers, Strong Leaders website 
introduces families to grade‑level resources 
and activities that help children become strong 
readers and leaders. 
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READING ASSIGNMENT 
APPROVAL FORMS
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READING ASSIGNMENT  
BOOK APPROVAL LETTER

Dear Families/Guardians,

As part of the _______________________________ [school name] ____________________ [class], 
each student is expected to read or listen to a book related to ___________________________ 

[curriculum unit] from a list of pre‑approved titles. They are responsible for reading or listening 

to the book and completing a series of assignments related to it for ____________________ 

[time period], which includes __________________________________ [types of assignments/
assessments].

  Teacher Assigned Book:  The primary objective of this assignment is to allow students to 
choose and read or listen to books that interest them that connect to the curriculum unit.  
We want your student to feel as though he or she is reading or listening to material that is 
interesting to him or her but is also challenging. However, because each parent/guardian feels 
differently about what is appropriate for their own child, ________________________ [school 
name] requires all students to have their book approved first by you. Please see the attached 
document for a brief summary of each novel.

  Student Selected Book (from a list of pre-approved titles):  The primary objective of this 
assignment is to allow students to exercise choice and read or listen to books that interest them 
while connecting to the curriculum unit. We want your student to feel as though he or she is 
reading or listening to material that is interesting to him or her but is also challenging. However, 
because each parent/guardian feels differently about what is appropriate for their own child, 
________________________ [school name] requires all students to have their book approved first 

by you. Please see the attached document for a brief summary of each novel.

When you are approving your student’s reading, please look it over to ensure that you feel the 

content of the novel is appropriate for your student. If you have objections, have your student 

choose another book; if the book was assigned, discuss the title with the teacher. Please have 

a discussion with your student about what types of books and topics you feel are appropriate 

and instruct them not to select books that contain topics that you would not want them to read 

or hear. Once you have approved the book, please sign the attached book approval form.

If you have any questions about this project, please feel free to contact _____________________ 

[teacher’s name] at __________________________________ [teacher’s contact information].
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READING ASSIGNMENT  
BOOK APPROVAL FORM

Student Name  ____________________________________________________________

Book Title  ________________________________________________________________

Author  _________________________________________  Number of Pages:  ________

I, _________________________________________________, am aware that my child will be 

reading or listening to the above named book in connection with the curriculum unit during 

this nine weeks.  

 

I understand that this book was

  assigned by the teacher and that by signing this form, I give my student permission to 
read or listen to this book. I understand I am approving the content of this book, and 
the teacher will approve the book for level appropriateness.

  selected by my child and that by signing this form, I give my student permission to read 
or listen to this book. I understand I am approving the content of this book, and the 
teacher will approve the book for level appropriateness.

______________________________________  ______________________
Parent/Guardian Signature  Date  

 

______________________________________  ______________________
Teacher Signature  Approval Date
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appendix d
EVALUATION TOOLS
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE BOOK LIST   
EVALUATION 

This evaluation tool will help teachers and librarians with their final selections for diversity,  
equity, and high‑quality books for instruction and for student‑choice reading.  

 BOOK TITLE

 AUTHOR

 GRADE LEVEL THEME/TOPIC

Rate the book on its publication date.  
Use the scale below.  

1: 40 years or older         

2: 30-39 years old         

3: 20-29 years old          

4: 10-19 years old         

5: 10 years or newer

1

Rate the book based on the appropriateness of the Lexile Level. 
Use the scale below.  

1: Too easy/hard to read for grade level

2: Below grade level

3: At grade level

4: Above grade level

2

Rate the book based on the additional factors. 
Use the scale below.  

Additional factors: Award Winner, Bilingual Format, Graphic Novel Format, and  

Digital Format

1: One additional factor

2: Two additional factors

3: Three additional factors

4: Four additional factors

3
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TOTAL

Write at least two sentences why the book should be added to the classroom or school 
libraries and/or to instruction.  

The book celebrates diverse characters and/or written by an author of color. 
Use the scale below.  

1:  Not diverse in terms of cultural, race, gender, sexual orientation, disability OR contains 

diversity but includes harmful stereotypes, generalizations, not-authentic stories, or 

discriminatory content about a group of people. 

2: Contains some diversity but may misrepresent or generalize a group of people.

3: Explores diversity in an authentic and relevant way. 

4: Truly explores and celebrates the diversity. 

4

 The book is directly connected to English Language Arts MS College- and 
Career-Readiness (MS CCR) Standards. 
Use the scale below.  

1: Vaguely connected to the English MS CCR standards. 

2: Closely connected to at least one English MS CCR standard. 

3: Closely connected to multiple English MS CCR standards. 

6

The book is directly connected to other MS CCR Standards. 
Use the scale below.  

1: Vaguely connected to other MS CCR standards. 

2: Closely connected to at least one other MS CCR standard. 

3: Closely connected to multiple other MS CCR standards. 

7

The book is directly connected to other Social Emotional MS CCR Standards. 
Use the scale below.  

1: Vaguely connected to the Social Emotional MS CCR standards. 

2: Closely connected to at least one Social Emotional MS CCR standard. 

3: Closely connected to multiple Social Emotional MS CCR standards. 

5
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SCHOOL/CLASSROOM LIBRARY COLLECTION
QUESTIONNAIRE

Use the following questions as a guide to analyze the school or classroom library and 
determine where there are strengths and where there are gaps in the collection.

The library contains numerous books 
that include…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

Main characters of color or different  
nationality/ethnicity

Main characters with different types of gender 
identity and gender expression

Feature a range of family structures and  
family configurations

Explore different socioeconomic backgrounds

Explore religious diversity

Main characters with disabilities

2

The library contains numerous books 
that…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

Are written or illustrated by a person of color  
or of different nationality/ethnicity

Are set in a different country or geographic 
setting (urban, rural, suburban) during the  
present time

Teach about immigration to the United States 
beyond the Ellis Island‑narrative

Teach about Black/African‑American 
contributions to the United States beyond the 
Civil Rights Movement

Feature diversity throughout the year, not just 
in heritage and observance months (e.g., Black 
History Month, Native American History Month)

3

The library contains multiple books that 
include…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

Non‑human, anthropomorphic main characters 
(e.g., talking animals, talking trucks, talking 
vegetables, imaginary or science fiction 
creatures, etc.)

1
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The majority of books featuring people 
of color or different nationality/ethnicity 
people…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

Are only about issues of race, prejudice, or 
discrimination

Are only culturally specific (e.g., flags,  
food, festivals)

Are only culturally neutral or contain  
incidental diversity

Are non‑authentic stories about a group of 
people

Contain harmful stereotypes or discriminatory 
content about a group of people

Contain inaccurate/outdated information or 
makes generalizations about a group of people

4

The library contains multiple books that 
support…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

MS‑CCR English Standards

MS‑CCR Social Studies Standards

MS‑CCR Science Standards

MS‑CCR Social Emotional Standards

5

The library reflects… Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

The diversity of my students and the 
community in which we live (e.g., gender, 
race, family structure, language, culture, 
socioeconomic background, etc.)

6

RESOURCE   https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom‑Library‑Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf
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appendix e
RESOURCES  
TO SUPPORT  
STUDENT READING
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BOOK INFORMATION AND SUPPORT MATERIALS

Lexile: Find a Book (Grades K ‑ 12)  
hub.lexile.com/find‑a‑book/search

Search for books based on Lexile codes, 
which provides information on the book’s 
intended usage, or find books that are 
easy to decode or have a lot of patterning 
to help beginning readers.

 
Novelist: MAGNOLIA (Grades K ‑ 12)  
magnolia.msstate.edu

A complete suite of book‑finding tools for 
librarians, teachers, and readers. Database 
contains book lists, curricular connections, 
and author read‑alikes. See your school 
librarian for passcode.

Reading is Fundamental  
Educator Resources (Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.rif.org/literacy‑central/educators

Online support materials aligned to 
hundreds of children’s book titles and 
much more.

Teaching Books (Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.teachingbooks.net

An online database that can be used by 
teachers, students, librarians, and families 
to explore children’s books and young 
adult literature and their authors. 
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READING TRACKERS

Beanbright Reading Tracker 
(Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.beanbright.com

Beanbright helps facilitate reading 
challenges and gain more data on 
students’ free‑choice reading.

Reading is Fundamental  
Reading Tracker (Grades K ‑ 8)  
www.rif.org/literacy‑central/literacy‑tracker

Literacy Tracker Tool allows teachers to 
check in on students’ reading progress 
throughout the year and helps students 
find “just right” books to develop their 
skills.
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EDUCATOR AND SCHOOL LIBRARIAN RESOURCES

Día: Children’s Book Day (Grades K ‑ 8) 
dia.ala.org

Día is a nationally recognized initiative that emphasizes the importance of literacy for all 
children from all backgrounds. It is a daily commitment to linking children and their families to 
diverse books, languages and cultures.

First Book: The Stories for All Project (Grades K ‑ 12) 
firstbook.org/the‑need/the‑stories‑for‑all‑project

The Stories for All Project curates new, relevant, high‑quality books representing diverse 
characters, voices, and life circumstances and makes them available and affordable to 
educators supporting kids in need.

Lexile by Chapter Guides  
(Grades K ‑ 12) 
lexile.com/educators/tools‑to‑support‑reading‑at‑school/tools‑to‑help‑teach‑a‑book/lexile‑chapter‑guides

Books vary in text complexity,  
chapters within each book can vary  
as well. When teaching a book in class, Lexile by Chapter Guides can help better plan 
instruction.

Lexile PowerV Vocabulary Tool 
(Grades 5 – 12) 
lexile.com/educators/tools‑to‑support‑reading‑at‑school/tools‑to‑help‑teach‑a‑book/lexile‑powerv‑vocabulary‑tool

More than 125,000 books in Find a Book include a vocabulary tool that identifies up to 10 
challenging words that are important for students to know.

Match Fishtank (Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.matchfishtank.org/curriculum/english‑language‑arts 

Through this site, teachers can explore and draw from full courses or individual units, lessons, 
or assessments. All the resources support rigorous, standards‑driven instruction to support 
vocabulary, writing, and reading skills. 



equipped: Mississippi Book Lists for ALL        60

Novel Engineering (Grades K ‑ 8) 
www.novelengineering.org

Students use existing classroom literature – stories, novels, and expository texts – as the basis 
for engineering design challenges that help them identify problems, design realistic solutions, 
and engage in the Engineering Design Process while reinforcing their literacy skills.

Read Across America (Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.nea.org/professional‑excellence/student‑engagement/read‑across‑america

Launched in 1998 by the National Education Association (NEA) and guided by a committee of 
educators. This year‑round program focuses on motivating children and teens to read through 
events, partnerships, and reading resources that are about everyone, for everyone.

Reading is Fundamental (Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.rif.org/literacy‑central

The digital library hosts over 10,000 resources directly tied to the books teachers, caregivers 
and community partners turn to everyday. Organize all of your book resources in one place, 
create and share book lists, find helpful reading tips and strategies and track student reading 
progress. 


