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EQUIPPED:



To create a world-class educational system that gives students 
the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 
workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 
accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 
compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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INTRODUCTION
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Introduction: 5th-12th Grade Equipped Booklists
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Fiction titles: 24
Nonfiction titles: 15

Fiction titles: 23
Nonfiction titles: 15

Fiction titles: 36
Nonfiction titles: 36

Fiction titles: 64
Nonfiction titles: 63



Mississippi strives to develop students that are not only 
college and career ready but also CULTURALLY ready. 

This resource intends to EQUIP educators to make 
purposeful instructional decisions around the Mississippi 
College-and Career-Readiness Standards while promoting 
literacy that acknowledges a variety of text types.

Introduction: The Reason Why…
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To ensure this list truly represented VARIOUS
backgrounds, cultures, and beliefs, a DIVERSE group was 
required in order to collaborate and create this project. 

The group consisted of teachers, librarians, literacy 
coaches, and administrators. 

Introduction: Equipped Workgroup
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This resource also provides students with texts that will 
serve as “MIRRORS, WINDOWS, AND SLIDING 
GLASS DOORS.” 

MIRRORS refer to texts where students can see themselves, while 
WINDOWS apply to texts that allow students to look out into life 
experiences different from their own. SLIDING GLASS doors refer to 
texts that encourage students to walk through and move forward, 
acting to change the narrative.

Introduction: Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors
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METHODOLOGY
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The books identified in this list were not chosen at random; 
to appear on this list, a title had to meet SPECIFIC 
CRITERIA as outlined by a rubric developed by a team 
composed of a librarian, literacy personnel, a college 
professor, and a high school English teacher.

Methodology: Booklist Rubric
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The specific components of the rubric helped the team 
identify whether a chosen text contained:

• Appropriate grade-level complexity,
• A balance of diverse characters, cultures, perspectives, 

orientations, races, and ages, and
• Relativity to the Mississippi College-and Career-Readiness 

Standards

Methodology: Rubric Components
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This panel then reviewed each text thoroughly, using a 
SECOND RUBRIC to rate each title on the following 
criteria:

• Publication date
• Availability in different languages or graphic novel format
• Award-winning text
• Contained and appropriately represented diversity
• Appropriate for the suggested grade

Methodology: Final Rubric
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The team used RESOURCES such as Novelist, We Need 
Diverse Books, and Common Sense Media to help identify 
potential titles.

Most titles are also recipients of one or more BOOK 
AWARDS, including the Coretta Scott King Award, the 
Newbery and Caldecott awards, the Magnolia Book 
Awards, or the YALSA and ALA awards.

Methodology: Resources and Awards
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LITERACY
LEXILE VS.
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Lexile vs Literacy: Lexile Levels
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Students and books are assigned a score on the Lexile 
scale, in which LOWER scores reflect EASIER readability 
for books and LOWER reading ability for students.

However, the scores DO NOT 
reflect factors such as maturity 
of themes, content, and 
language.



Fiction and nonfiction books help students to 
UNDERSTAND the world around them and what they might 
be going through. 

INDEPENDENT reading or student choice reading helps 
encourage children to enjoy reading on their own to 
IMPROVE comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency. 

Lexile vs Literacy: Fiction and Nonfiction
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When students have an opportunity to CHOOSE fiction or 
nonfiction reading materials, students have ownership in 
their education and make reading a PRIORITY.

Lexile vs Literacy: Student Choice Reading
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Benefits of student choice reading:
• Engagement increases
• Stronger reading skills are developed
• Students are more actively involved in learning
• Students are more excited to share what they learn
• Build skills for future learning

Lexile vs Literacy: Student Choice Reading
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THE BOOKLIST
UNDERSTANDING
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Understanding the Booklist: Breakdown
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Understanding the Booklist: Terms
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Understanding the Booklist: Legend
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Award Winner

Available in 
various 

languages

Social Studies
CCRS Digital Format 

(e.g., ebook or 
audiobook)



Understanding the Booklist: Themes and Pairings
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RESOURCES
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Resources:
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Resources:
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Resources: Book Information and Support Materials
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Resources: Virtual Reading Trackers
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Resources: Educator and School Librarian Resources
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Visit https://mdek12.org/OEER/Equipped-
Booklist to download lists and other 

resources.
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https://mdek12.org/OEER/Equipped-Booklist


Elizabeth Simmons, School Library Specialist
esimmons@mdek12.org | 601-359-2586

Contact Information
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