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To create a world-class 

educational system that gives 

students the knowledge and 

skills to be successful in 

college and the workforce

and to flourish as parents 

and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership 

through the development of 

policy and accountability 

systems so that all students 

are prepared to compete in 

the global community

MISSION
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ALL Students Proficient 

and Showing Growth in All 

Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates 

from High School and is Ready 

for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access 

to a High-Quality Early 

Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective 

Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively 

Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is 

Rated “C” or Higher
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Step 1: Read the quote on your table

Step 2: Self-reflect on how the quote connects to your instruction

Step 3: Turn and share with your table (Be prepared to share out 

with the whole group)

Warm-Up Talk



5Session Norms 

Be engaged

Connect

Ask 
questions
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Identify ways to create 

a text set using the 

Equipped Book List 

and other resources

Understand the 

importance of using 

text sets when

planning instruction 

and promoting student 
engagement

Session Objectives

Objective 1 Objective 2



Reading Research
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8The Simple View of Reading

Gough & Tunmer, 1986 

D  x  LC   =  RC
Decoding

(word-level reading)
Language Comprehension

(ability to understand spoken 
language)

Reading Comprehension



9Scarborough’s Reading Rope



10The Shifts 



11Text Complexity

Qualitative Measures - levels of 
meaning, structure, language 
conventionality and clarity, and 
knowledge demands often best 
measured by an attentive 
human reader. 

Quantitative Measures -
readability and other scores of 
text complexity often best 
measured by computer 
software

Reader and Task Considerations - background knowledge of 
reader, motivation, interests, and complexity generated by 
tasks assigned often best made by educators employing their 
professional judgement



12Building Knowledge

All students come to school with their own    

funds of knowledge          
about the world.

1) Connect to and leverage the rich funds of knowledge all students already have.
2) Enrich and expand knowledge of new content through rich, topical text.

The Job of 

Moll, Amanti, Neff, & Gonzalez



Knowledge-Building
Ingredients

Close Reading Volume Reading

Close reading with knowledge-

rich 

complex texts 

(read-aloud in K-2+)

Text Sets

Book Baskets
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14Statement to Frame Our Thinking

The instructional materials and/or pacing guides in my 

district adequately focus on building students' knowledge 

around important concepts in connection with science, 

social studies, and the arts.

Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree Agree
Strongly 

Agree



High-Quality 
Instructional Materials
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16Instructional Materials

While instructional materials are most often thought of as textbooks, they can 

also be digital or a series of books and texts.

Instructional materials may include:

● Student materials such as books, news articles, videos, and assignments,

● Teacher materials like lesson plans, course scope and sequence, 

and embedded assessments.



17What are High-Quality Instructional Materials?

Mississippi defines High-Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM) as materials that

•are aligned with the Mississippi College- and Career- Readiness Standards,

•are externally validated,
•are comprehensive, and

•include engaging texts (books, multimedia, etc.), problems, and assessments.



18MS Instructional Materials Matter 

Website: https://msinstructionalmaterials.org/



How to use text sets in the classroom

Text Sets



20Text Sets: Resource

Teachers want to find creative ways to engage 

students in a student-centered curriculum that 

prioritizes inquiry. Using text sets offers the 

ability for students to explore a specific topic 

through reading multiple texts which will lead to 

building lasting knowledge.



21Text Sets: Steps to Creating a Text Set

Instructional 

Goals

How would 

using text sets 

help build 

knowledge 

within the 

lesson or unit?

Find Text

If you do not 

have resources 

handy, where 

would you go 

to find multiple 

texts based on 

a similar topic?

Organize Text

How would you 

arrange the 

texts to build 

knowledge and 

encourage 

critical 

thinking?

Notetaking

What type of 

tool or method 

will students 

use to take 

notes while 

reading?

Differentiation

How can you 

meet the 

learning needs 

of all the 

students?



22Text Sets: Step 1 - Instructional Goals

• Builds prior knowledge and utilizes a range of text 

structures 

• Helps develop students’ critical thinking skills which 

allows for deeper learning

• Encourages teachers to use standards across 

content areas 

• Encourages students understand information from 

multiple perspectives



23Text Sets: Step 2 – Finding Texts

• Text: anything that conveys meaning or 

a message

• Multimodal: visual, auditory, written 

(forms of text)

• Multigenre: form or format that is 

recognized as serving a particular 

purpose of function (primary source, 

newspaper articles)

Books: 
Nonfiction, 

Poetry, Realistic 
Fiction, 

Historical Fiction

Periodicals:
Magazines, 

Newspapers, 
Blogs, 

Newsletters

Artifacts:
Paintings, 

Sculptures, 
Photographs, 

Maps, 3D 
Models

Digital Texts:
Websites, Blogs, 
Podcasts, Videos



24Text Sets: Step 2 – Finding Texts

• Create text sets with the support of a school 

librarian

• Do not reinvent the wheel after a set has been 

created for a particular topic

• Look for quality, instructional purpose (why), 

practice (how), and complexity 



25Text Sets: Step 3 – Organizing Texts

Identify Roles of the Text

• Scaffolds: short texts, such as pictures books, podcasts, 

video clips, poems that are well suited to begin a unit of 

study or a new stage within a unit to prompt inquiry

• Immersions: texts that have the most to say about 

whatever topic or theme the class is exploring and are 

closely matched with the instructional goals of the unit

• Extensions: texts that often take students beyond the 

required curriculum standards



26Text Sets: Step 3 – Organizing Texts

HQIM

Text

Text

Text

Text

Solar System Model

• Center Circle: topic, concept, theme, 

genre, anchor text, or essential 

question from the High-Quality 

Instructional Materials

• Outer Circles: various texts to build 

knowledge and understanding



27Text Sets: Step 4 – Notetaking 

1. Model to students notetaking skills to 

students 

2. Show students how to extract key 

words and phrases without 

reproducing the entire sentence

3. Explain to students the value of 

notetaking



28Text Sets: Step 5 - Differentiation

• Add or subtract titles or formats to focus on 

different instructional goals 

• Change how the text sets are being used within 

the lesson

• Alter how student learning is demonstrated and 

assessed



29Implementing Text Sets in Content Areas

Science

Provide texts that allow students to:
• focus on inquiry
• consider phenomena
• describe their observations
• record data
• develop arguments based on evidence
• read about the history of scientific discoveries

(Cappiello) 



30Implementing Text Sets in Content Areas

Social Studies

Provide texts that will:
• encourage inquiry around a social or historical event   

and how it is represented across time
• allow for discussion and written reflection



31Implementing Text Sets in Content Areas

Math

Provide texts that include infographics and allow 
students to:
• practice with measurements
• evaluate comparisons
• visualize data through graphs, tables, and charts

(Cappiello)
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“When we teach with text sets, we ask students to use 

their identities as scientists, historians, critics, writers, 

and mathematicians to think critically as they examine 

voice, perspective, and representation within and 

across texts of different genres and modalities.”

- Mary Ann Cappiello (2021)



33Image to Frame Our Thinking

Website: https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=an-updated-look-at-diversity-in-childrens-books



MS Equipped Book List for All

Equipped



35Equipped: Introduction

Mississippi strives to develop students that are 

not only college and career ready but also 

culturally ready. This resource intends to 

equip educators to make purposeful 

instructional decisions around the MS CCR 

Standards while promoting literacy that 

acknowledges a variety of text types. 
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“For students to become well-rounded 

readers, they need to engage with high-

quality, rigorous texts that represent 

varying cultures, genres, and facets of the 

human experience”.
Equipped: Mississippi Book List for ALL



37Equipped: Book List Rubric

The specific components of the rubric helped the team identify whether a 

chosen text contained: 

● Appropriate grade-level complexity, 

● A balance of diverse characters, cultures, perspectives, orientations, 

races, and ages, and 

● Relativity to the Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness 

Standards and English High-Quality Instructional Materials



38Equipped: Text Complexity



39Equipped: Understanding the Book List



40Equipped: Resources

Creating Text Sets Reading Strategies Book Approval Letter



41Equipped: Resources

Book Information Reading Trackers Teacher and School 

Librarian Resources



42Equipped: https://www.mdek12.org/OEER/Equipped-Booklist

Book Lists by Grade Level Additional Resources Upcoming Trainings



Wrap-Up Talk
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