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To create a world-class 

educational system that gives 

students the knowledge and 

skills to be successful in 

college and the workforce, 

and to flourish as parents 

and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership 

through the development of 

policy and accountability 

systems so that all students 

are prepared to compete in 

the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education 2



ALL Students Proficient 

and Showing Growth in All 

Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates 

from High School and is Ready 

for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access 

to a High-Quality Early 

Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective 

Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively 

Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is 

Rated ñCò or Higher
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3State Board of Education STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS



4Agenda

ÅEvaluations

ÅMTSS/Interventions

ÅAccommodations/Adaptations

ÅScholarships

ÅGrants

ÅAdditional Considerations
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Presenter 
Information

ÅLaurie Weathersby

ÅLicensed Dyslexia Therapist

ÅCertified Academic Language 

Therapist

ÅBureau Director of Office of 

Intervention Services at MDE

Å20+ years in education
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Presenter 
Information

ÅJayda Brantley

ÅLicensed Dyslexia Therapist

ÅCertified Academic Language 

Therapist

ÅAcademic Intervention 

Specialist at the MDE

Å25+ years in education 
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ÅThe Department of Education shall require school 

districts to conduct four hours of awareness training for 

dyslexia and other related disorders to all licensed 

educators and paraprofessionals responsible for 

instruction

ÅStandards 1 and 2 of the International Dyslexia 

Associationôs ñKnowledge and Practice Standards for 

Teachers of Readingò 2018 Edition (KPS) shall be the 

minimum content used for the dyslexia training

New Section 37-173-16, MS Code of 1972

Updated Legislation



Dyslexia 
Evaluations 
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Evaluations The word evaluation encompasses:

ωIdentification

ωScreening

ωTesting

ωDiagnosis

Includes all information 
gathered from family, 
school, and outside 

professionals who know 
the student.
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Licensed 

Speech 

Pathologist

Licensed 

Psychometrist 
Licensed 

Psychologist

Evaluations 

Districts must accept a diagnosis from any 

of the individuals listed above.



Evaluation Components 



12Components of a Dyslexia Evaluation

Evaluations should contain a-number-of the following components:

IQ Test Rapid Naming

Reading Fluency Letter-Word Identification

Reading Comprehension Passage Comprehension

Word Reading/Oral Reading Word Attack

Written Expression/Writing 
Samples

Vocabulary Knowledge

Spelling/Encoding Phonological Awareness

Oral Expression Phonological Memory

Listening Comprehension



13

Components of a 
Dyslexia Evaluation

Evaluations might not contain every 

single component listed; however, 

they should provide enough 

documentation to determine if 

dyslexia is present.



14Components of a Dyslexia Evaluation

Assessment Names:

Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing (CTOPP-3)

Lindamood Auditory Conceptualization Test-Third Edition (LAC-3)

Test of Auditory Analysis Skills (TAAS)

Woodcock-Johnson Psycho-Educational Battery-Third Edition (WJ-3)

Texas Primary Reading Inventory (TPRI-revised)

Phonological Awareness Test (PAT)

Woodcock Reading Mastery Test-Revised (WRMT-R)



15Components of a Dyslexia Evaluation

Assessment Names:

Decoding Skills Test (DST)

Wide Range Intelligence Test (WRAT-3)

Gray Oral Reading Test-5 (GORT-5)

Test of Word Reading Efficiency (TOWRE)

Oral and Written Language Scales (OWLS-2)

****Districts independently decide the process for assessing students who 
are suspected of having dyslexia.  The process may vary.  Each district 
should have procedures for addressing parent requests for testing.
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Session 2 Handout

A. List 3 individuals 

from which 

Mississippi public 

school districts must 

accept a diagnosis 

of dyslexia.



17Dyslexia Evaluations

https://youtu.be/L75doodZ170

https://youtu.be/L75doodZ170


Dyslexia and Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support 
(MTSS)



MTSS Defined 



20What is MTSS?

A framework for effective team-
based problem solving that is data-

informed, evidence-based, and 
flexible enough to meet the 

academic and the behavioral
needs of all student.



21MTSS Essential Components 

ÅShared leadership

ÅUniversal screening and progress 

monitoring

ÅEvidence-based interventions

ÅFamily, school and community partnerships

ÅLayered continuum of supports

ÅData-based problem solving and decision 

making


