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MEMORANDUM:

TO: 

Directors of Special Education


FROM: 
Ann Moore, Director

Office of Special Education
DATE: 
June 8, 2007
SUBJECT: 
Educational Environment Form

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA) and its implementing regulations require States to develop performance plans to evaluate the State’s efforts to implement the provisions of IDEA. As part of its State Performance Plan (SPP), each State must establish measurable and rigorous targets for the indicators established by the U.S. Department of Education (U.S.D.E.). Each State “must collect valid and reliable information as needed to report annually” to U.S.D.E. on the indicators in the SPP (34 C.F.R. 300.601(b)(1)). In addition to collecting data for reporting to U.S.D.E., the Department is required by the Mattie T. Consent Decree to collect sufficient information to determine whether each local educational agency (LEA) is placing students with disabilities in the least restrictive environment. The Consent Decree provides that the Department “shall require every LEA to report the number of children by both disability and race in each educational service setting listed under IDEA and the [State’s] IDEA State Plan.” 

The Office of Special Education has worked closely with its consultants and stakeholders, including local directors of special education and district-level personnel responsible for Mississippi Student Information System (MSIS) data entry, in developing the Educational Environment Form. The Educational Environment Form is designed to ensure that the data collected for the SPP and Mattie T. Consent Decree reporting purposes accurately represents the educational placement of each student. 

District personnel are to begin using the enclosed Educational Environment Form for each student with an IEP, which will be implemented at the beginning of the 2007-2008 school year.  One exception to the use of the Educational Environment Form applies to students whose eligibility is Language Speech only, who are removed from the regular education classroom for a limited amount of language speech services each week.  Individualized Educational Program (IEP) Committees do not need to complete this form for students with Language Speech only eligibility who are removed from the regular education classroom each 
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