
Effective Instructional 
Practices in Exemplar Units

Mathematics



Mississippi Board of Education

To create a world-class educational system that 
gives students the knowledge and skills to be 
successful in college and the workforce and to 
flourish as parents and citizens

Vision

To provide leadership through the development 
of policy and accountability systems so that all 
students are prepared to compete in the global 
community

Mission
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1. All Students Proficient and Showing Growth in All 
Assessed Areas

2. Every Student Graduates From High School and is 
Ready for College and Career

3. Every Child Has Access to a High-Quality Early 
Childhood Program

4. Every School Has Effective Teachers and Leaders
5. Every Community Effectively Using a World-Class 

Data System to Improve Student Outcomes
6. Every School and District is Rated “C” or Higher

Board Strategic Plan Goals
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Share a few things 
about yourself:
• Name
• School/District
• Grade Level
• Reason for 

coming today 

Getting to Know You
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During this training, participants will 

• identify and discuss the major elements 
and qualities of an exemplar unit. 

• develop an understanding of effective 
content-specific instructional practices in 
exemplar units.

• discuss how to make informed instructional 
decisions concerning instructional units. 

Session Goals
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• Silence your cell phones.
• Do not hesitate to ask questions.
• Be willing to share with other participants 

throughout the day.

Session Norms
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8:00 a.m.    Registration 

8:30 a.m.     Introductions, Agenda, Overview, Clock Partners

8:40 a.m.     Unit Preview

9:00 a.m.     Effective Instructional Practices in Exemplar Units: 
Alignment to the MS CCRS

9:45 a.m.     Break

10:00 a.m.   Effective Instructional Practices in Exemplar Units: 
Key Shifts

11:00 a.m.     Lunch

Agenda
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12:30 p.m.   Effective Instructional Practices in Exemplar Units: 
Key Shifts (Continued)

1:00 p.m.     Continue Effective Instructional Practices in 
Exemplar Units: Instructional  Supports 

2:00  p.m.    Break

2:15 p.m.     Continue Effective Instructional Practices in Exemplar 
Units: Assessment

3:00  p.m.     Reflection and Plan of Action

3:15 p.m.      Closing Remarks

3:30 p.m.      Dismissal 

Agenda
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Clock Partners
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• Stand up.
• Grab your clock sheet and a pen.
• Find a partner for the different appointment 

times: 

• 12 o’clock
• 3 o’clock
• 6 o’clock
• 9 o’clock

• You and your partner will write each other’s 
names in the appointment slot.



Today’s Documents
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Exemplar Quality Review Packet

Mississippi Unit



Mississippi Unit Scan
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• Locate the Mississippi Unit for your 
grade level.

• Focusing only on the Unit Overview and 
Lesson 1, annotate the unit using the 
symbols shown on the next slide. 

• Be prepared to share your findings. 

http://www.mdek12.org/ESE/mississippi-exemplar-units-and-lessons


Annotating the MS Unit
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Effective Instructional 
Practices in Exemplar Units



Four Major Elements of a Unit
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1. Alignment to the Depth of the MS CCRS 

2. Key Shifts in the MS CCRS 

3. Instructional Supports

4. Assessment



Alignment to the Depth of 
the MS CCRS 



Clock Partner Sharing
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Find your 12 o’clock partner and discuss 
what each of the traits in the Alignment 
Element on the Exemplar Quality Review 
packet means to you. 

Ask yourselves: 
“What would evidence 
of each trait look like?”



Scaffolding Documents
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1. Make sense of problems and persevere 
in solving them. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
3. Construct viable arguments and critique 

the reasoning of others. 
4. Model with mathematics.
5. Use appropriate tools.
6. Attend to precision.
7. Look for and make use of structure.
8. Look for regularity in repeated reasoning.

Standards for Mathematical 
Practice
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Finding a Balance

Skills Exploration

Mathematical 
Procedures

Deeper 
Conceptual 

Understanding



Finding Evidence: Alignment 
to the Depth of the MS CCRS
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1. Locate the Mississippi Unit                        
for your grade level and the                 
Exemplar Quality Review packet. 

2. Focus on the first major element: Alignment 
to the Depth of the MS CCRS.

3. Work with others to identify evidence and 
discuss which parts are of exemplar quality. 

4. Record your findings on the Exemplar 
Quality Review packet with your table 
group.



Share Out 
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Teacher Growth Rubric: 
Alignment to the Depth of Standards



Key Shifts in the MS CCRS



Clock Partner Sharing
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Find your 3 o’clock partner and discuss what 
each of the traits in the Key Shifts Element 
on the Exemplar Quality Review packet 
means to you. 

Ask yourselves: 
“What would evidence 
of each trait look like?”
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Key Shifts

Focus
• Stays on grade level
• Additional standards support focus
• High expectations

Coherence
• Connections to other clusters, domains,  or prior grades
• Clearly fits together 
• Skills aren’t taught in isolation

Rigor
• Application
• Conceptual Understanding
• Procedural Fluency



Finding Evidence: Key 
Shifts in the MS CCRS
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1. Locate the Mississippi Unit                        
for your grade level and the                 
Exemplar Quality Review packet. 

2. Focus on the second major element: Key 
Shifts in the MS CCRS.

3. Work with others to identify evidence and 
discuss which parts are of exemplar 
quality. 

4. Record your findings on the Exemplar 
Quality Review packet with your table 
group.



Share Out 
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Teacher Growth Rubric: 
Key Shifts in the MS CCRS



Instructional Supports



Clock Partner Sharing
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Find your 6 o’clock partner and discuss what 
each of the traits in the Instructional 
Supports Element on the Exemplar Quality 
Review packet means to you. 

Ask yourselves: 
“What would evidence 
of each trait look like?”



Instructional Support
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Standards for 
Mathematical Practice

Differentiation

Questioning Grouping Problem 
Solving

Progression

Removal of 
Supports



Finding Evidence: 
Instructional Supports
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1. Locate the Mississippi Unit                        
for your grade level and the                 
Exemplar Quality Review packet. 

2. Focus on the third major element: 
Instructional Supports.

3. Work with others to identify evidence and 
discuss which parts are of exemplar quality. 

4. Record your findings on the Exemplar 
Quality Review packet with your table 
group.



Share Out 
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Teacher Growth Rubric: 
Instructional Supports



Family Guides for Student 
Success
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Assessment



Clock Partner Sharing
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Find your 9 o’clock partner and discuss what 
each of the traits in the Assessment Element 
on the Exemplar Quality Review packet 
means to you. 

Ask yourselves: 
“What would evidence 
of each trait look like?”



Assessment Evidence 
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provide observable 
evidence of the degree a 
student can independently
demonstrate mastery.

are accessible and 
unbiased.

include rubrics, answer 
keys, and scoring 
guidelines.

varied modes of: 
• pre-assessment,
• formative assessment,
• summative assessment, and 
• self-assessment.

Assessments



Finding Evidence: 
Assessments

39

1. Locate the Mississippi Unit                        
for your grade level and the                 
Exemplar Quality Review packet. 

2. Focus on the fourth major element: 
Assessment.

3. Work with others to identify evidence and 
discuss which parts are of exemplar 
quality. 

4. Record your findings on the Exemplar 
Quality Review packet with your table 
group.



Share Out 
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Teacher Growth Rubric: 
Assessments



Feedback on 
Mississippi Units 



Go to www.mdek12.org.

Provide Feedback 
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http://www.mdek12.org/


Once you have reviewed and/or used the unit, 
provide feedback. 

Provide Feedback 
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https://cspr.mde.k12.ms.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=ExemplarUnitFeedback


Reflection and 
Plan of Action



3-2-1 Strategy 
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Jot down: 
• 3 things you learned 

today,
• 2 components of 

exemplar quality you will 
look for when selecting 
units, and

• 1 idea we discussed that 
you want to know more 
about.



Resources



Exemplar Resources
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Exemplar Resources
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EQuIP Rubric



Resources & Publications for 
Math Teachers

Instructional Scaffolding Document 
PK-Algebra II

Multi-Tiered System of 
Supports

PK-12

©MDE - Office of Professional Development

2016 MS CCRS 
for Mathematics

K-12

Assessment Blueprints and Guides 
3-HS



Resources & Publications 
for Administrators
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On Demand PD & 
Technical Assistance

Early Warning System
College and Career Readiness Data 

Guidance Document

Strong Readers = 
Strong Leaders



Resources & Publications 
for Parents
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Parents As Partners
LBPA 

Parent Presentation

Family Guides for 
Student Success

PK-8

Parents’ Read-At-Home Plan
LBPA Parent Document



Wendy Clemons, Ed.S
Bureau Director

Wclemons@mdek12.org

Kristina Livingston, Ed.D., NBCT
Lead Professional Development Coordinator

klivingston@mdek12.org

Professional Development 
Contact Information 
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Elise Brown
Professional Development Coordinator

elise.brown@mdek12.org

Celeste Maugh
Professional Development Coordinator

celeste.maugh@mdek12.org

Professional Development 
Contact Information 
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