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Representative Holland (By Request) To: Education;
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1132
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE " MARY Kl RKPATRI CK HASKELL- MARY
SPRAYBERRY PUBLI C SCHOOL NURSE PROGRAM' TO BE ADM NI STERED BY THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON THROUGH THE OFFI CE OF HEALTHY
SCHOCOLS; TO SPECI FY THE RESPONSI Bl LI TIES OF THE NURSES | N THE
PROGRAM TO PRESCRI BE THE DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE OF HEALTHY SCHOOLS
I N ADM NI STERI NG THE PROGRAM TO ESTABLI SH I N THE STATE TREASURY A
SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS THE SCHOOL NURSE PROGRAM FUND; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE LEG SLATURE SHALL ANNUALLY APPROPRI ATE THE FUNDS
I N THE SPECI AL FUND TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON, VWH CH
SHALL EXPEND THE FUNDS SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSES SPECI FIED IN TH S
ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known as the Mary Kirkpatrick

Haskel | - Mary Sprayberry Public School Nurse Act of 2007.
SECTION 2. (1) The State Departnent of Education is

designated as the state agency responsible for the adm nistration
and supervi sion of the school nurse program as an education and
wel I ness curriculumin the public schools of the State of

M ssi ssippi. The public school nurse program adnini stered by the
State Departnment of Education shall be known and may be cited as
the "Mary Kirkpatrick Haskell-Mary Sprayberry Public School Nurse
Program™ It is the intent of the Legislature that all funds made
avai lable to the State Departnment of Education for the purpose of
enpl oyi ng school nurses shall be adm nistered by the State

Depart ment of Educati on.

(2) The State Departnment of Education, through the Ofice of
Heal t hy School s, shall devel op standards, procedures and criteria
for the public school nurse prograns in Kindergarten through G ade
12. The Ofice of Healthy Schools of the State Departnent of
Educati on shall assune the responsibility for pronoting a

st at ewi de school nurse program designed to prepare | ocal schoo
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districts to incorporate the school programinto their |ocal
educati onal prograns.

(3) Fromand after July 1, 2007, the School Nurse
I ntervention Program adm ni stered and funded by the State
Department of Health shall be transferred to the Ofice of Healthy
School s of the State Departnent of Education. Any adm nistrative
personnel enployed by the State Departnent of Health for the
adm ni stration of school nurses under the School Nurse
I ntervention Program may be considered for enploynent by the
Ofice of Healthy Schools of the State Departnent of Education for
t he purpose of coordinating the enpl oynent of school nurses in the
school districts. Any admnistrative personnel fornerly enpl oyed
by the Partnership for a Healthy M ssissippi, Inc., for the
adm ni stration of school nurses in the public schools may be
consi dered for enploynent by the Ofice of Healthy Schools of the
State Departnent of Education for the purpose of coordinating the
enpl oynent of school nurses in the school districts. All records
and unexpended bal ances of accounts in the School Nurse
Intervention Programrelating to the enploynment of school nurses
shall be transferred to the Ofice of Healthy Schools in the State
Departnent of Education in accordance with the transfer of
responsibility under this act.

(4) The nurses in the Mary Kirkpatrick Haskell -Mary
Sprayberry Public School Nurse Program shall have the foll ow ng
specific responsibilities:

(a) Serve as the coordinator of the health services
program and provi de nursing care;

(b) Provide health education to students;

(c) Inplenent activities to pronote health and prevent
t obacco, al cohol and substance use and abuse,;

(d) ldentify health and safety concerns in the school

envi ronment and pronote a nurturing social environnent;
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(e) Adm nister nedications and hel p students nanage
their health probl ens;

(f) Support healthy food services prograns;

(g) Pronote healthy physical education, sports policies
and practices;

(h) Pronote dropout prevention prograns; and

(1) Participate in allied health prograns to introduce
students to health careers.

(5 The Ofice of Healthy Schools of the State Departnent of
Education shall provide resources to all public school nurses so
that those schools wth school nurses will be prepared to provide
heal t h education in M ssissippi schools and support the
M ssi ssi ppi Conprehensi ve Heal th Framework, M ssissippi Physical
Educati on Franmework, Wellness Policy, coordinated approach to
school health, and other resources required by the State Board of
Educat i on.

(6) In admnistering the Mary Kirkpatrick Haskell-Mary
Sprayberry Public School Nurse Program the Ofice of Healthy
School s of the State Departnent of Education shall performthe
foll ow ng duties:

(a) Execute any contracts, agreenents or other
docunents with any governnental agency or any person, corporation,
associ ation, partnership or other organization or entity that are
necessary to acconplish the purposes of this act;

(b) Receive grants or any other contributions made to
the State Board of Education to be used for specific purposes
related to the goals of this act;

(c) Submt an annual report to the Legislature
regardi ng the operation of the School Nurse Intervention Program

(d) Submt to the State Auditor any financial records
that are necessary for the Auditor to performan annual audit of

the comm ssion as required by | aw,
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(e) Adopt any rules or regulations that are necessary
to carry out the purposes of this act;

(f) Develop criteria to neasure the effectiveness of a
school nurse;

(g) Conmmunicate to superintendents and principals how
to maxim ze the effectiveness of a public school nurse;

(h) Devel op recommended sal ary structure for schoo
districts to use when hiring a school nurse;

(1) Conmunicate to superintendents, principals and
ot her appropriate school officials regarding the statutes and
regul ati ons prohibiting the use of tobacco by school personnel on
school property and at school events, and to nonitor the
effectiveness of this ban;

(j) Report to the Senate and House Public Health and
Vel fare and Educati on Comm ttees' Chairnen annually on the nunber
of public school nurses, in which schools they are enpl oyed,
results of their work in relation to the measures in paragraph
(f);

(k) Inplenment policies to reduce unnecessary paperwork
by public school nurses; and

(I') Take any other actions that are necessary to carry
out the purposes of this act.

SECTION 3. The Division of Medicaid shall cooperate with the

State Departnent of Education to devel op and seek approval from
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CM5) for a waiver
or grant to cover the services of public school nurses, as allowed
by federal law. The division is also authorized to explore other
options for adm nistering and providing services under this
program including, but not limted to, nmatching any avail abl e
federal funds. The Departnent of Education shall place particul ar
enphasi s on reduci ng unnecessary paperwork by public school

nur ses.
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SECTION 4. (1) There is established in the State Treasury a

special fund to be known as the Mary Kirkpatrick Haskell-Mary
Sprayberry Public School Nurse Program Fund, which shall be
conprised of the funds specified in subsection (2) of this section
and any other funds that are authorized or required to be
deposited into the special fund.

(2) The Legislature shall annually appropriate the funds in
the special fund to the Ofice of Healthy Schools of the State
Depart ment of Education, which shall expend the funds solely for
the purposes specified in Section 2 of this act. None of the
funds in the special fund may be transferred to any other fund or
appropriated or expended for any other purpose.

(3) Al incone fromthe investnent of the funds in the
special fund shall be credited to the account of the special fund.
Any funds in the special fund at the end of a fiscal year shal
not | apse into the State Ceneral Fund.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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