OFFICE OF QUALITY PROFESSIONALS
Summary of State Board of Education Items
February 14-15, 2013

OFFICE OF EDUCATOR LICENSURE

11.

Approval to Begin the Administrative Procedures Act Process: Approval of
Proposal for Redesign of the State Process Review as recommended by the
Commission _on_Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and
Licensure and Development.

Background Information:

Section 37-3-2 of the Mississippi Code requires that the Mississippi Department
of Education (MDE) conduct a review of all teacher preparation programs each
year. In 2012, the Mississippi Legislature changed the statue to allow the state to
determine the schedule and procedure for the review process. A subcommittee
was formed to work on formulating a new, more rigorous approval process,
standards and procedures requiring an annual online reporting process, and site
visits at a designated mid-point interval between the NCATE/CAEP accreditation
processes. Additionally, the program approval proposal process will also be
revised to entail a more comprehensive procedure that ensures that any new
program is initialized in accreditation-ready mode.

Policies, guidelines and processes from several other states were utilized in the
research for a viable process for Mississippi. The redesign is a collaboration
between the Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning, the Mississippi
Association of Colleges of Teacher Education (MACTE) and the MDE. The
subcommittee will convene in February 2013 to refine the details of the process
to begin the annual review process at the close of the spring semester. On
January 11, 2013, the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education,
Certification and Licensure and Development approved the proposal for the
redesign.

Recommendation: Approval
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