DRAFT 
MINUTES 

Mississippi Department of Education

Office of Special Education

Special Education Advisory Panel 
October 15, 2014
9:30 a.m.

Jackson Marriott
Jackson, MS

Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP) Members Present

Nicole Boyd, Roger Bullock, Pam Dollar, Donny Frazier, Barbara Greene, Vicki Hartley, Laurie Heiden, Johnny McGinn, and Jackie Washington
Members Absent

Latrina Baker-Smith, Octavia Carson, Nan Christian, Antwan Clark, Janice Dukes, Deborah Giles, Tonya Green, Joan Haynes, Sandra McClendon, Jeanie Pigg, and Denise Soares.
Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) Staff Present
Gretchen Cagle, Susan Davis, Valecia Davis, Yvonne Ellis, Shana Jackson, Audrey Shaifer and Armerita Tell 
Call to Order
The meeting of the Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP) was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Panel Chair, Ms. Laurie Heiden.       
Roll Call 
Roll call was conducted by Ms. Laurie Heiden, chair. A quorum was not present.
Report of Attendance
· August 26, 2014 -- 8 present, 14 absent
· October 15, 2014 – 9 present, 11 absent
Approval of the Agenda

Agenda could not be approved.

Approval of the Minutes 
Minutes could not be approved.
Public Comments (10:15 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.) 
· Ms. Julie Propst, Education Liaison, Department of Human Services (DHS), commented that she would like to see clarification on Federal funding for PBIS. She also requested verification of the link needed to register for trainings.
Business Meeting
Ms. Laurie Heiden introduced herself to the Panel and requested that Dr. Armerita Tell introduce the new members. The new member in attendance at this meeting was Dr. Vicki Hartley. Ms. Heiden also stressed the importance of each member’s attendance at the meetings and reminded them about possible removal after 50% of absences from the meetings.
· Mrs. Alyson Creel, Past Special Education Director and Previous Panel Member, gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on Exemplary Inclusion. Mrs. Creel explained what inclusion is, gave various examples of what constitutes inclusionary practices. She also advised the Panel of Inclusive Education Week held during the first week of December and gave out handouts that could be utilized during that time by the local educational agency.

· Ms. Valecia Davis, Program Coordinator, Technical Assistance, Office of Special Education (OSE), gave an overview on High School Exit Options. Ms. Davis stated that the process of determining which option is best for a child should begin as soon as a person with limitations is identified rather than wait until a child is 14 years old. She also stated that counselors are to be present at the meeting and that eighty-six school districts participate in the General Education Development (GED) option program.

· Dr. Audrey Shaifer, Office Director, Program Management, OSE, gave the Panel a brief overview on the qualifications for Positive Behavior Specialists. Dr. Shaifer explained that a Positive Behavior Specialist is a licensed professional with training and experience in behavior management and positive behavioral interventions in the educational setting. Individuals who may satisfy these requirements include licensed school psychologists, social workers, and counselors. Some teachers with a background in behavioral disorders or emotional disabilities may also qualify. In order to ensure that individuals providing these services are appropriately trained and have adequate experience in the educational setting, the district will need to verify coursework, training, and/or experiences.  

Report from the Director of Special Education

· Mrs. Gretchen Cagle, State Director, OSE, gave the Panel an update on the Surrogate Parents Review. She informed the Panel that Mississippi currently does not have a structured surrogate program. She also relayed to the Panel that the procedures manual public comment will be out no later than December and that the task force is still working on report for Dr. Wright.
· She also gave an update from The National Association of State Directors of Special Education, (NADSDE), the State Personnel Development Grant, (SPDG) Annual Meetings, grant activities including the Autism Surveillance grant and the Pre-K Development grant. Ms. Cagle reviewed the work of the Special Education Task Force which focuses on a list of recommendations such as: 1) bringing students with disabilities access to general education curriculum; 2) raising the graduation rate and lowering the dropout rate; and 3) increasing post-secondary options.

Other Business 
· The meeting dates for upcoming meetings will be revisited at the next meeting.
· Laurie Heiden, Chair, stated that committee assignments would be postponed until the next meeting and that she will also email meeting dates to panel members and asked that they make them a priority.
· The Panel discussed agenda topics for upcoming meetings. Those topics include:

1. Committee Assignments

2. Election of Vice Chair
3. Appointment of Parliamentarian

4. Revisit the by-laws

5. Update on the Literacy-Based Promotion Act

6. Playground Accessibility 

· Announcements
· Dr. Hollie Filce announced that Universal Design for Learning Implementation and Research summit will be held in Biloxi, MS on March 12-13, 2015.
· The next Advisory Panel meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2014. 
Adjournment
The SEAP meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m.
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