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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY, CAREER AND COMMUNITY LEADERS OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I

NAME - SPONSORS - PURPOSES

SECTION 1.  NAME.  The name of this organization shall be known as the Mississippi Association of Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America.  The name shall be used only by the State Association and affiliated chapters.

SECTION 2.  SPONSORS.  The sponsor of the Association shall be the Vocational Division of the State Department of Education.  The Association shall function as a part of the Family and Consumer Sciences Division.

SECTION 3.  GOAL and PURPOSES.

A. The goal of the organization shall be - to help youth assume their roles in society through family and consumer classes and other vocational courses in areas of personal growth, family life, vocational preparation and community involvement.
B. Organized instruction relating to the goal is a part of the family and consumer science program in the schools.  The purposes of the organization shall be as follows:

1. To provide opportunities for self-development and preparation for family.

2.  To strengthen the function of the family as a basic unit of society.

3.    To encourage democracy through cooperative action in the home and 
community.        

4. To encourage individual and group involvement in helping achieve global cooperation and harmony;

5.   To promote greater understanding between youth and adults.

      6.   To provide opportunities for decision making and for assuming responsibility.

7. To become aware of the multiple roles of men and women in today's society.

8. To promote family and consumer sciences and related occupations.
 



ARTICLE II

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

SECTION 1.  AFFILIATED CHAPTERS.  The State Association shall consist of affiliated chapters in public and private schools in which family and consumer science instruction is offered.

A. Organization.  A chapter shall be an integral part of the total secondary family and consumer science program.  

B. Annual affiliation shall be made through the National office on forms provided by the national organization.  Application forms along with state and national affiliation dues for each member and the required information shall be sent to the national office before the deadline set by the advisory board.  

SECTION 2.  MEMBERSHIP

A. ACTIVE MEMBERS. Any student enrolled in Family and Consumer Science classes, Career Discovery or related classes or previously so enrolled shall be eligible for active membership in an organized chapter within the school.  Active members shall be eligible to hold office, to make motions and to vote.

B. STATE HONORARY MEMBERSHIP.  Any individual who has rendered outstanding service to the Family, Career and Community Leaders of America by advancing its purposes and is nominated by a member of the executive council, advisory board or an affiliated chapter shall be eligible for honorary membership in the State Association.  Honorary members shall be elected by majority vote of the advisory council by secret ballot.

C. DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD.  Individuals making outstanding contributions that are unique and in excess of regular duties through continuing service to the organization that has promoted the goals of Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America in our state and nation and rendered service to Family and Consumer Science programs and Family, Career, and Community Leaders which has national and/or state implications may be considered for this special award.  Nominations for this may be submitted by members of the executive council, members of the advisory board or State Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America Staff.  A committee composed of 3 advisory board members and 2 members of the state Family and Consumer Science staff appointed by the state advisor shall review the credentials of those nominated, applying the criteria, and make the final selection.



ARTICLE III

DUES, FISCAL YEAR, BUDGET, FINANCIAL REPORTS, AUDIT

SECTION 1.  DUES.  The membership dues for each active member shall be forwarded annually to the state office by each Chapter Advisor prior to the designated deadline.  

A. National.  The dues shall be determined by the national organization.

B. State.  The amount of state dues for active members shall be determined by the State Executive Council and Advisory Board based upon current operating expenses.

C. Advisors.  The amount of dues for advisors shall be determined by the national organization and shall be paid along with other membership dues.

SECTION 2.  FISCAL YEAR.  The fiscal year shall be July 1 through June 30.

SECTION 3.  BUDGET.  The budget shall be prepared by the State Advisor and provided by the accounting department of the State Department of Education.  Approval of the budget will be submitted by the advisory board.  Approval by the State Advisor must be given before any expenditure of funds is made by members of the Council or Board.

SECTION 4.  FINANCIAL REPORT. The financial statement of all income and expenditures prepared by the State Advisor shall be presented to the executive Council members and the State Board yearly.

SECTION 5.  AUDIT.  The financial statement of all income and expenditure prepared by the State supervisory staff shall be prepared annually by the accounting department of the State Department of Education and shall be presented to the Executive Council members and the State Board yearly.





ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS
SECTION 1.  OFFICERS.  The state association shall have 5 or fewer officers who shall be members of the Executive Council.  The 5 officers shall elect from their ranks a President, Vice President of Records, Vice President of Competitions, Vice President of Public Relations, and a National Committee Member.



SECTION 2. QUALIFICATIONS.  State Officers and the National Committee member shall have the following qualifications:
						
	
A. Currently an active member in an affiliated chapter; has been an active member in good standing for at least one year.

B.  A minimum of one year of family and consumer sciences or related subject.

C.  A scholastic rating above average.

D. Should have had active participation in Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America both district and local levels.

E.  Outstanding qualities of leadership, personality, and willingness to assume the responsibility of her/his office.

       F.  Approval of the local chapter, local advisor and school administrators.   

SECTION 3.  DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF OFFICERS.  All 5 state officers shall serve on the State Executive Council.

A. President.  The president shall preside over all business meetings of the  
      organization and of the State Executive Council; appoint, after consultation with   
      the State Advisor, the chairman and members of all executive council committees; 
      be a member ex-officio of all committees; represent the association on special 
      occasions; assume other duties pertaining to this office, also serve on election 
      committee and ad hoc committees.

B. Vice President of Competitions.  The Vice President of Competitions shall assist the president in promoting the organization, assume responsibility for helping in meetings in the absence of the president.

C. Vice President of Records.  The Vice President of Records shall keep the minutes of all state meetings and meetings of the State Executive Council; and shall report to the delegation assembled in a state meeting the membership status of the organization.

D. National Committee Member.  The National Committee Member shall assume duties and responsibilities as set forth by the State and National headquarters staff.

E. Vice President of Public Relations.  The Vice President of Public Relations shall assume duties as set forth by the executive council.

						


ARTICLE V

	SECTION 1.  NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
A. Officer shall be elected from the state at large.

B.   Candidates for state office shall be nominated by affiliated chapters.  The procedure for election shall be determined by the State Advisory Board.

C.  Nominations from local chapters shall be mailed to the State Office on or before the deadline set by the State Office.  Recommendations shall be submitted on the official form received from the State Advisor.

D.  Election of officers.  The officers shall be elected by ballot.  Each affiliated chapter is entitled to only 2 votes and local chapter voting delegates shall follow the instructions submitted with the ballot.  

E.  Procedure for Nomination and Election.  The method of nominating and electing officers shall be determined by the State Supervisory Staff and State Advisory Board in Consultation with the State Executive Council.  


SECTION 2.  TERM OF OFFICE.  The term of office shall be for one year, beginning immediately after the state meeting and ending after the next state meeting.

SECTION 3.  VACANCIES. In the event any office becomes vacant by resignation or otherwise, a committee from the State Department of Education will select the replacement.

ARTICLE VI

THE STATE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL


SECTION 1.  The 5 elected officers shall compose the State Executive Council.


SECTION 2.  DUTIES.

A. The Executive Council, Advisory Board, and the Supervisory Staff shall have authority over the organization subject to the Bylaws adopted by the state association.
						
B. Advise with the State Supervisory Staff and advisors serving on the Council to consider longtime policies as they effect the activities of the association, and to decide jointly upon short-term procedures.

C. Determine the business to be brought before the delegates at the annual.

D. Conduct such other business as shall be necessary to facilitate the progress of the Association.

E. Plan the programs for meetings.

F. Be responsible for planning and promoting the national and state activities.




ARTICLE VII

STATE ADVISORY BOARD

SECTION 1.  STATE ADVISORY BOARD.  There shall be a Mississippi Association FCCLA Board composed of:
A. State Supervisor of Family and Consumer Science
B. Assistant Supervisors of Family and Consumer Science
C. Director of Student Organizations
D. State Superintendent of Education
E. District and Assistant Advisors of FCCLA
F. Associate Superintendent of Vocational Education
G. Others designated by the State Advisor

SECTION 2.  DUTIES.  The general duties and responsibilities of the Advisory Board shall be as follows:  
A. Serve in an advisory capacity to the Executive Council
B. Help determine policies
C. Assist the State Advisor with total program of the association
D. Vote at such times as may be deemed necessary by the State Advisor

SECTION 3.  TERM OF OFFICE.  The State Advisory Board shall determine the Appointment and term of the office of the district and assistant district advisors.

ARTICLE VIII

STATE COMMITTEES


SECTION 1.  State committees shall be appointed annually as needed.  Function of these committees shall be determined by the State Advisor with approval of the Advisory Board.

A. The chairman of each state Committee shall be appointed by the president after consultation with the State Advisor.

B. The committee chairman shall submit a report of the work of the committee to the State Office.


ARTICLE IX

STATE MEETINGS

SECTION 1.  STATE MEETINGS.  The time and place of the state meeting shall be determined by the State Supervisory Staff upon consultation and approval by the State Advisory Board.  The purpose of the meeting shall be to hear the reports of officers and 
committee chairman, to promote the program plan and to transact other business of the organization.

SECTION 2.  VOTING DELEGATES.
A. DELEGATES.  Each affiliated chapter shall be entitled to two (2) voting delegates to transact business of the association as necessary.
B. QUOTA.  Each affiliated chapter shall be entitled to send members to the state meetings as set forth by the state advisor.

ARTICLE X

AMENDMENTS

SECTION 1.  AMENDMENTS.  These bylaws may be amended at the annual state meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting delegates present and voting.  In the event of an emergency as determined by the Advisory Board, these Bylaws may be amended by mail ballot by a majority of the votes cast.


ARTICLE XI

PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
						
SECTION 1.  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY.  Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern the Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America in all cases in which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws.


















